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>LEST be the hour, when fav'ring gales reftore 
The travcird artift to his native (hore ? 
His mind enlightea'd, and his fancy fraught 
With fined forms by ancient genius wrought ; 
Whofe magic beauty charm'd, with fpell fublime^ 5> 
The fey the of Ruin from the hand of Time,, 
And mov*d the mighty leveller to fpare 
Models of grace lb exquifitely fair* 

While you, whom Painting thus infpirM to roam,. 
Bring thefe rich ftores of ripenM judgment home i lo 
While now, attending my accompliOiM friend. 
Science and Tafte his foftenM colours blend ; 
Let the fond Mufe, tho*^ with a traniient view. 
The progrefs of her filler art purfue } 
Eager in tracing from remoteft time 15 

The fteps of Painting thro' each favoured clime. 
To praife her deareft fons, whofe daring aim 
Gain'd their bright ftations on the heights of fame. 
And mark the paths by which her partial hand 
Conducts her RoMNEY to this radiant band. 20 

Painting, fweet nymph ! now leaves in lifelefi trance- 
Exhauftcd haif, and tinfel France, 

B 3 kaii. 



( 6 ) 
And fees in Britain, with exulting eyes, 
Bkf vol'rff« profper, and her ^oricB rift. 
Yet tho% my friend, thy art is thus careft, 1$ 

And with the homage of the public bleft. 
And flourifhes with growing beauty fair. 
The child of Majefty's adoptive care. 
The youthful artift H'^ is doomM to feel 
Obftrudtion*s chilling hand, that damps his zeal : 30 
Th' imperious voice of Vanity and Pride 
Bids him from Fancy's region turn afide. 
And quit the magic of her fcene, to trace 
The vacant lines of fome unmeaning face : 
E'en in this work his wiflies ftill are croft, 35 

And all the efforts of his art are loft j 
For when the canvas, with the mirror's troths 
Reflects the perfect form of age or youth. 
The fond aSe^ona of the partial mind 
The eye of judgment with delufionr blind : 4^ 

Each mother bids him brighter tints employ^ 
And give new fpirft (o her booby boy ) 
Nor can the painter, with his utmoft art, 
Exprefs the image in the lover's heart : 
Unconfcious. of the change the ftafons bring, 4} 

Autumnal beauty alks the rofe of fpring. 
And vain fclf-love,. in every age the fame,. 
Will fondly urge fomc vifioaapy claim. 
The lucklefs painter, deftln'd to fiibmir. 
Mourns the loft likenefs- which he once had hit, 50 

And dooQi^d to groundlefe cenfure, bears alone 
The grievous load of errors not his own. 

Nor is it pride, or Folly's vain command. 
That only fette»s his creative hand j 
At Falhion's nod he copies as they pafs S S 

Kacli qu^inc rofie^fta 6^^ ter crowdtd glafs. 
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Tie formal coat, with inteHedling lincj. 
Mars the free graces of his fair dcfign ; 
The towering cap he marks with like diftrefs. 
And all tha motley mafs of female drefs. ^ 

The hoop extended with enorrootia iize> 
The corks that; like a promontory rife ; 
The ftays of deadly fteel, in whofe embrace 
The tyrant Faf)ii<m tortures injur'd Grace. 
But An, defpairing over (hapes Irke thefe 69 

To caft an air of elegance and ea(e^ 
Iivvokes kind Fancy's aid tbc comes to fpread 

Her magic fpells the Gothfc forms are fled j 

And fee, to crown the painter's jufl: dcfire. 

Her free portions, and her light attire ! 7*^ 

Th' arabitioHs arrift wides to purfue 

This brilliant plan with more extenfive vicw^ 

And with adopted character to give 

A lailing charm to make the portrait live ^ 

All points of art by one nice cflfbrt gain, 75 

Delight the learned, and content the vain i 

Make liifl»ry to life new value lend,* 

And in the comprehenfive picture blend 

The ancient hero vridi the living friend. 

Moft fair device ! ** but, ah ! what foes to fenfe, 80 

What broods of motley monfters rife from hence !** 

The firange pretcnfions of each age and fex 

Thefe plans of fancy and of tafte perplex y 

For male and female, to themfelves unknown. 

Demand a chara6ter unlike their own,. 85 

Till oft the painter to this quaint diflrefs 

Prefers the awkward fliapes of common drefs. 

Sweet girls,, of mild and penfive foitnefs, choofe 

The fportive emblems of the comic Mufe } 

*ycr. 77. Sec NOTE \i 
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And iprightly damfels are inclined to borrt>w 90 

The garb of penitence^ and tears of forrow : 

While awkward pride, tho* fafe from war's alarms, v 

Round his plump body buckles ancient arms. 

And, from an honeft juflice of the peace. 

Starts up at once a demi-god of Greece ; 95 

Too firm of heart by ridicule to fall. 

The fini{h*d hero crowns his country hall, 

Qrdain'd to fill^ if fire his glory fpare. 

The lumber-garret of his wifer heir. 

Not lefs abfurd to flatter Nero's eyes* 100 

Arofe the portrait of coloflal fize : 

Twice fifty feet th* enormous Iheet was fpread. 

To lift o'er gazing flaves the monfler's head. 

When impious Folly fway'd Oppreffion's rod. 

And fervile Rome ador'd the mimic God. 105 

Think not, my friend, with fupercilious air, 
I rank the portrait as beneath thy care. 
£left be the pencil ! which from death can fave f 
The femblance of the virtuous, wife, and brave j 
That youth and emulation ftill may gaze, 1 1 a 

On thofe infpiring forms of ancient days. 
And, from the force of bright example bold. 
Rival their worth, ** and be what they behold.'* 
Bleft be the pencil ! whofe confoling pow'r. 
Soothing foft Friendfliip in her penfive hour, . '^ 'S 

Difpels the cloud, with melancholy fraught. 
That abfence throws upon her tender thought. 
Bleft be the pencil ! whofe enchantment gives 
To wounded Love the food on which he lives. 

♦ Vcr. 100. See N O T E II. 
t Vor, io«. Sec N O T E HI. 
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Rich in this gift, tho' cruel ocean bear uo 

The youth to exile from his faithful fair. 

He in fond dreams hangs o'er her glowing cheek,. 

Still owns her prefent, and ftill hears her fpeak : 

Oh ! Love, it was thy glory to impart 

Its infant being to this magic art ! 125; 

Infpir'd by thee, the foft Corinthian maid,* 

Her graceful lover's fleeping form portray'd :: 

Her boding heart his near departure knew,. 

Yet longM to keep his image in her view :. 

PleasM (he beheld the fteady fhadow fall, . 1.3a 

By the clear lamp upon the even wall : 

The line (he tracM with fond precifion true,. ' 

And, drawing, doated on the form (he drew : 

Nor, as (he glow'd with no forbidden (ire, 

ConcealM the (imple pidlure from her (ire ; 135-. 

His kindred fancy, ftill to nature juft. 

Copied her line, and form'd the mimic buft. 

Thus from thy power, infpiring Love, we trace • 

The modeird image, and the pencil'd face ! 

We pity Genius, when by intereft led, 14a' 

His toils but reach the femblance of a head; 
Yet are thofe cenfures too fevere and vain, . 
That fcorn the Portrait as the painter's bane., 
Tho' up the mountain winds the arduous road. 
That leads to pure Perfedtion's bright abode, 14$ . 

In humbler walks feme terapring laurels grow, . 
Some flowers are gather'd in the vale below : 
Youth on the plain colledts increafing force, . 
To climb the fteep in his meridian courfe. 
While nature fees her living models (hare 15O' 

The rifing artifl's unremitting care, 

*^Vcr. l^6. Stc NO.T& IV. 
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She on his mind her every charm imprints, 

Hereafy poftures, and her perfeft tints. 

Till his quick pencil, in maturer hour. 

Becomes her rival in creative power. 1 5 ^ 

Yet in thefe paths diidain a long delay. 
While eager Genius points a nobler way : 
For fee ! expanding to thy raptur'd gaze. 
The epic field a brighter fcene difpla ; s ! 
Here ftands the temple, where, to merit true, 160 
Fame ^ives her laurel to the fevour'd few : 
Wllofe minds, illumin'd with coeleftial fire, 
Diredt the pencil, or awake the lyre 5 
Who trace the fprings of nature to their fource. 
And by her guidance, with refiulefs force, 165 

The tides of terror and of tranfport roll, 
Thfo' every dmnnel of the human foul ! 

How few, my friend, tho' millions boaft the aim. 
Leave in this- temple an unclouded name ! 
Vain the attenipt,^^^ every age and clime, 17a 

Without the flow conductors toil and time ; 
Without that fecret, foul-impelling power, 
InfusM by geniu« in the natal hour; 
And vain with tbe(e, if bright occa(ion*s ray 
Fail to illuminate the doubtful way. 17$. 

The elders of thy art, ordain'd to ftand 
In the firft circle of this bonourM band, 
(Whofe peacfl, ftriving for the nobleft praife. 
The heart to foften and the mind to raife. 
Gave life and manners to the finifliM piece) 1 80 

Thefe fons of glory were the fons of Greece f 
Hail! throne of geniu J, hail! what mighty hand 
Form'd the bright o&pring of thi& famoua knd ? 



e n y 

Ffrft in the annals of the world they (hint : 

Such gifts, O LiBERTYj are only thine; 185 

Thy vital fires thro* kindling faints ran. 

Thou foul of life, thou inteHedual fun j 

Thj rays call forth^ profufe and unconiinM^ 

The richefl produce of the human mind. 

Firft taught by thee^ the Grecian pencil wrought 19A 

The forceful leifons of exalted thought. 

And generously gave, at glory*s call,. 

The patriot picture to the public halL 

'Twas then Panaus drew, with freedom's train,*^ 
The chief of Marathon^is immortal plain> i95i 

In glorious triumph o'er the mighty hoft 
That Perfia pourM in torrents, on their coaft. 

There Polygnotus> fcorning fervile hire,+ 
Difplay*d th' embattled fcene from Homer*s lyret 
His country viewed the gift with fond regard, 20a 
And rankM the painter with their nohleil bard. 

Thy tragic pencil, Ar is tides, caughtt 
Each varied feeling, and each tender thought. 
While moral virtue fandified thy art. 
And palTion gave it empire o'er the heart. 205; 

Correfl Parrhafius firfl to rich defign || 
Gave ni«e proportion, and the melting line,^ 
Whofe foft extremes from obfervation fly. 
And with ide^ diftance cheat the eye. 

» Vcr. 194. Sec NOTE V. 

+ Vcr. 198, Sec. NOTE VI. 

t Vcr. 40Z. Sec NOTE Ylh 

}| Vcr. %o6.. Sec. N^TE VUJU.. 
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The gay, the warm, licentious Zeuxis drew,* 2 
Voluptuous Beauty in her richcfthue : 
Baae in one form her fcatter'd rays unite. 
And charmM the view with their coUeded light. 

But Grace confignM, while her fair works he plann 
Her fofteft pencil to Ap e l l e s* hand : 2 

Yet oft to gain fublimer heights he ftrove,t 
Such ftrong expreflion mark'd his mimic Jove, 
Inimitably great he feem'd to tower. 
And pafs the limits of the penciPs power. 

Ye fons of art, tho' on the gulph of years, 2 
No floating relift of your toil appears. 
Yet glory fbews, in every cultur'd clime. 
Your name flill radiant thro* the clouds of timev 

Thy pnde, O Rome, inclin'd thee to abhor 
Each work that call'd thee from thy fphere of war: 2 
'By freedbm trainM, and favour'd by the Nine, 
The pov^ers of eloquence and verfe were thine. 
While chilling damps upon the pencil hung,t 
Where Tully thunder'd, and where Virgil fun| 
Yet Grecian artifts had the fplendid fate, 2 

To triumph o'er the Romans' fcornful hate. 
Their matchlefs works Profufion toil'd to buy. 
Their wonders glitter'd in the public eye,. 
Till Rome's terrific pomp,, and letter'd pride, 
"Were funk in Defolation's whelming tide» 2 

Oh ? lovely painting T long thy cheering light 
Was loft and buried in barbaric night ^ 

♦ Vcr. aio. See NOTE IX. 
f Vcr. %i6. See NOTE X. 
t Ver. 1%Z. Scc.NOTE XI. 
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The furious rage of Anarchy cffac'd 

Each hallowM charafter thy hand had tracM, 

And Ign'rance, muttVing in her monki(h cell, 24^ 

Bound thy free foul in her lethargic fpell. 

At length from this long trance thy fpirit rofe, 
In that Tweet vale where filver Arno flows 1 
There ftudious Vinci treafur'd every rule,* 
To form the baiis of a rifing fchool . 24$ 

Like early Hesiod, *cwa8 his fate to fliine. 
The herald of a mailer more divine. 

InflamM by Genius with fublimeft rage. 
By toil unwearied, and unchillM by age, 
In the fine phrenzy of exalted thought 250. 

Gigantic An GEL o his wonders wrought >t 
And high, by native ftrength of fpirit raisM, 
The mighty Homer of tlie pencil blaz'd.. 

Tafte, Fancy, Judgment, all on Raphael fmird,t 
Of Grandeur and of Grace the darling child : 25$. 
Truth, pafHon, character, his conflan aim. 
Both in the human and the heavenly frame, 
Th' enchanting painter rules the willing hearty 
And (bines the finiOiM Vi rgj L of his art. 

The daring Julio, tho' by R a pha e l trainM,§ 260, 
ReachM not the fummit, where his matter reign'd y 
Yet to no common heights of epic fame. 
True Genius guided his adventurous aim. 

* Vcr. a44. Sec N O T E XII. 

f Vcr. zs'. Sec NOTE XlH. 

t Vcr. 254. Sec NOTE XI V^ 

i Vcr. a5o. Sec N O T R XV. 
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Thus St A T I u 8, fraugbt with emulous regard^ 
Caught not the fpirit of the Mantuan bard : z6s 

Tho* rival ardour his ambition firM^ 
And kii^dred talenc» his bold verfe inipir*(L 

More richly warm, the glowing TiTtA,N knew ♦ 
To blend with Nature's truth the living hue : 
O ! had fublime deiign his colours crownM f . 270 

Then had the world a finilh'd painter found : 
With powers to feize the higheft branch of art. 
He fix'd too fondly on an humWer part ; 
Yet this low ohje^ of his partial care 
Grew from his toil fo exquifitely fair, 275 

That dazzled judgment, with fufpended voice. 
Fears to condenm the error of ius choice. 
Thus pleas'd a flowery valley to explore. 
Whence never Poet culi'da wreath before, t 
Lucretius chofe the epic cpowfl to lofe 280 

For the bright chaplets of an humbler mufe. 

Soft as Catullus, fweet Corregio play'd J 
With all the magic charms of light and Ihade. 
Tho' Parma claim it for her rival fon, § 
The praifc of fweeteft grace thy pencil won : 285 

Unhappy genius I tho* of Ikrll divine, 
Unjull negleft, and penury were thine. 
Lamenting o'er thy labours unrepaid, 
Affii^ed Art oppreft with wrongs decay'd, 

• Vcr. 168. Sec NOTE XVI. 

f Unde prius nulli ycfairuot Tempont Mufo. 

Lncretios, Lib, iv. Vcr. 5. 



t Vcr. z8x. See NOTE XVH. 
§ Vcr. a84. Sec NOTE XVIII. 
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Till with pure judgment the Car acc i cainc> t «9^ 

And raifing her weak powers and finking frame, 

Reclaim'd the pencil of mifguided youth. 

From AfFe£tation*s glare to tints of modeft Trtuhb 

They formM the Pencil, to whofe infant fame 

Young Z A MP I E R I ow'd his nobler name : § 29$ 

Profoundly (kill'd his figures to difpofe, 

7^he learned LANFRANcin their fchool aroie, || 

And, train'd to glory, by their forming care. 

The tender Gu 1 do caught his graceful air. Q 

Oh ! gen'rous Italy, thy genial earth jo^ 

Unnumbered artifts bore of fplendid worth f 
And raisM amidft them, in thy golden days. 
No mean hiftorian to record their praife. * 

On Thee, whom Art, thy patronefs and pride. 
Taught both the pencil and the pen to guide ; 30^ 

Whbfe generous zeal and modeft truth have known. 
To blazon others' Ikill, not boaft thy own ; 
On Thee, Vasari, let my verfe beftow 
That juft applaufe, fo fi-eely feen to flow 
From thy ingenuous heart and liberal hand, 310 

To each great artift of thy native land 1 
Tho* many fliine in thy elaborate page. 
And more have rifen fince thy diftant age. 
Their various talents, and their different fame. 
The Mufe, unfkilful, muft decline to name, 315 
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Led in the nice attempt her judgment fail,. 
To poife their merits in Precifion'a fcale. 

E'en public Tafte, by no determined rule. 
Has clafs'd the merit of each nobler fchool : 
To Rome and Florence, in expreflion ftrong, 3 
The higheft honours ofDefign belong r 
On her pure Style '*ee mild Bologna claimt 
Her faireft ri^ht to fecondary fame ; 
Tho' prouder Ve n i ce would ufurp that praile, 
Upo'i the fplendid force of T i t i a n's golden rays.* 3 
But ill they know the value of their art. 
Who, flattering the eye, negledt the heart. 
Tho' matchlefs tints a lading name fecure> 
Tho* ftrong the magic of the clear-obfcure,. 
Thefe mu(l fubmit, as a dependant part, 3 

To pure Defign, the very foul of Art ; 
Gr Fame, mifguided, muft invert her courfe. 
And Raphael's Grace muft yield to Rembrand' 

Force it 
Fancy's bold thought to Labour's patient touch. 
And Rome's exalted genius to the Dutch. 1 

Yet Holland, thy unwearied labours raife J 
A perfect title to peculiar praife : 
Thy hum'rous pencil fliuns the epic field,. 
The blazing falchion,, and theianguine (hield y 
But hap'ly marks the groiip of rural Mirth,. 
In focial circle round the chearfal hearth,- 
And ruftic Joy, from bufy cares releas'd. 
To the gay gambob of the village feaft i- 
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While Nature fmilesher very fitults ta Tiewv 
TracM with a ikill^exqurfitely true. 345 

Thefefaults, O Re mfr a n d t, 'twas thy praife to hide f 
New pow'rs of An t thy fertile mind fupplied ; 
With dazzling force thy gorgeous colouring glows^ 
And o'er each fcene an air of grandeur throve : 
The meaneft Figures dignity aifume, 3SO 

From thy contrafted light, and magic gloom. 
Thefe ftrong illuiions are fupremely thine. 
And laugh at Imitation*s vague deiign : 
So near to blemifhes thy beauties run, 
Thofe who afFe6t thy fplendor are undone : 355 

While thy rafh rivals, loofe and incorrect, 
MiTcall their (hadowy want of truth Effed^ 
And into paths of afFe£tation ftart : 
Neglect of Nature is the bane of Art. 
Proud of the praife by Rub e n s' pencil won, * 360 
^Fl ANDERS boafther bold inventive fon f 
Whofe glowing hues magnificently (Line 
With warmth congenial to his rich defign : 
And him, her fecond pride, whofe milder care. 
Prom living beauty caught its lovelieft air f 365 

Who truth of character with grace combin'd. 
And in the fpeaking feature mark'd the mind, 
Herfoft Vandyke, while graceful portraits plcafe,t 
Shall reign the model of unrivall'd eafe. 
Painting (hall tell, with many a grateful thought, 370 
>om Flanders firft the fecret pow'r (he caught, t 
'0 grace and guard the offspring of her toil, 
'/ith all the virtues of enduring oil \ 

* Vcr. 350. Sec N O T E XXVIII. 
X Vcr. 368. See N O T E XXIX. 
t Vcr. 371. See N Q T E XXX. 
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Tho* charmM by It aly^s alluring views, 

(Where fumptuous Lea courted every Mufe^ t 375 

And bvely. Science grew the public care) 

She fixt the glories of her empire there ; 

Therein her zenith foon (he ceasM to ihine. 

And dated; pafling her meridian line> 

From the Caracci's death hef period of decline. 580 



} 



Her finking beams, from It a ltt wtthdnwwi^. 
On colder Fran ce with traniient luftce dawn : 
Where, in the arms of Roman Science ojoo'd. 
In every worfc of ancient genius vers'd^ 
The fage Po u 5 s i n, with pureft fancy fratt^> H 3^5 
PortrayM the olailtc fcene, as Learniitg taught.: 
But Nature, jealous ofherfacrcd rights 
And piquM that his idolatry (hould flight 
£kr glowing graces, and her living air,. 
To worfhip marble witl^ a fonder care, 39Q 

Denied his pencil, in its mimic ftrife,, 
The Uoom ofbeauty, and the wanntk oTli^. 

Then rofe Lb Brctn, his fcholar, and his> friend, ^ 
More juftly (killed the vivid tints to blend ; 
Tho* with exalted fpirit he prelent 394 

The generous vi^r in the fuppliant tent,^ 
Too oft the genius of his gaudy clkne 
Mided his pencil from the pure fubUme* 

Thy dawn, Le Sueur,, announcM a. happier tafte, -t 
With fancy glowing, and with judgment chaftc : 40a 

X V«r. 375. Sfe NOTE XXXt 

II Ver. 385. See NQTB XXXIi. 

* Vcr. 393, S?e NOTE XXXIII. 

' t Vcr. 399. Sec N O T E XXXIV. 
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But Alt, who gloried in thy riling bloonif 
Shed fhiidefs tears upon thy eail^ly tomb. 

Thefe lights withdrawn^ Confufion and Mifrule 
Seize the vain pencil of the Gallic fchool : 
Tho* Fr £ s N o y teaches^ in Horatian fong, t 4^5 

The laws and limits that to Art belong i 
In vain he ilrives, with Attic judgment chafte. 
To crufli the monfters of corrupted tafte : 
With ineffedtual fire the poet fings. 
Prolific ftill the wounded Hydra fprings : 41^ 

Gods roird on gods encumber every hall^ 
And faints, convulfive, o*er the chapel fprawl. 
Bombaft is Grandeur, AfFedarion Grace, 
Beauty *< foft fmile is turnM to pert grimace 1 
Loaded with drefs, fupremely fine advance 4'$ 

Old HoMBR^s heroes, with the ain of Franci. 
Indignant Art difclaim*d the motley crew, 
RefignM their empire, and to Britain flew. 

t Ver. 405. 8m KOTB XXXV. 
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7he rife of painting in England^ and the reafons for its 
happening fo late^^Tbe rapidity of its improvement — A 
flight Jketcb of the moft eminent living artifls in Eng*" 
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$f that number — His reafons for hoping it-^The reputa^' 
ticM of a painter in fome degree ^wing to a happy choice 
9ffub}tdh — A few recommended from national event s^^ 
and from Milton and Skakefpeare — Conclufioff^Author^s 
vjijbes for hisfriend'*sfuccefs. 



PART II. 



Ingenuous ROMNEY, wkomtliymerictraire 

^0 the pure fuininits of unclouded praiie $ 

^m art has choCea, with fuccdlsful hand, 

'ofpread her empire o*er this honourM land } 

Tiy Progrefs Frtendflup with delight furveys, $ 

And this pure Homage to thy Goddefs pays. 

Hail I heavenly VUitant ! whofe cheering powers 

E'en to the happy give ftill happier Hours I 

1 next to Freedom, and the Mufe, dedgnM 

Toraife, ennoble, and adorn mankind 1 lo 

At length we view thee in this favorM Ifle, 

That greets thy Prefence, and deferves thy Smile : 

This favourM Ifle, in native Freedom bold. 

And rich in Spirit as thy Greeks of old. 

Tho* foreign Tjieorifts, with Syftem blind, * IJ 
Prefcribe falfe limits to the Britiih mind. 
And, warp'd by Vanity, prefume to hold. 
Our northern Genius dark, confinM, and cold : 
Painting, fweet Nymph, unconfcious of their chain. 
In this fair Ifland ionns her new Domain^ 20 

♦Ver. ij. Sec NOTE XXXVl, 
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And freely gives to Br i t a i n's eager view 
Tiiofe charms which once her fav'rite Athens knev 

*Tis true, when Painting, on Italia's (bore, 
DifplayM thofe Graces, which all Realms adore. 
No kindred forms of Engliih growth appear ; 
Age after age the haplefs Pencil here 
Dropt unfuccefsful from the Native's hand. 
And faird to decorate this darker Land. 
But freely let impartial Hiftory fay. 
Why Art on Bk i t a i n (hone with later ray. 

When on this Ifle, the Gothic clouds withdrawn. 
The diftant light of Painting feera'd to dawn. 
Fierce Harry reign'd, who, foon with pleafure cloy* 
Now lov'd, now fcornM, now wor(hip'd, now deftro] 
Thee as his Wives, enchanting Art ! he priz'd. 
Now fought to crown thee, now thy death devisM : 
Now ftrove to fix with liberal fupport. 
Thy darling Raphael in his fumptuous Court ; 
Now o'er the hallo w'd (brines, thy hand had grac'd 
*^ Cried havock, and let flip the Dogs of Wafte." 
When timid Art faw ruin hia delight. 
She fled in terror from the Tyrant's fight* 

The Virgin Queen, whom dazzled eyes admire. 
The fubtle Child of this imperious Sire, 
Untaught the moral force of Art to feel, t 
ProLrib'd it as the flave of bigot Zeal, 
Or doom'd it, throwing nobler works afide. 
To drudge in flatt'ring her fantaftic Pride : 

♦Vcr. 33. See NOTE XXXVIK 
t Vcr. 4S. Sec N O T E XXXVIII. 
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Andlieice the Epic pencil in the^ibade 
Of blank neglea, and cold obftrudUon laid, 5« 

E'en while th« Fairy-fprite> and Mufe of fke^ 
Hunghi^ in Glory's hall Che Engiiih lyre« 

James> both for Empire and for Arts uniit^ 
(His fenfe a quibble, and a pun his wit) 
Whatever worka he patroniz'd debased, 55 

But haply left the Pencil undifgrac'd. 

With fairer mind »ofe his noWer Son, 
Seduc*d by Parafites, by Priefts Undone : 
Unhappy C h a r l b s f oh i had thy feeling heart 
But honoor'd Freedom as it valued Art i 6« 

To merit juft, thy bounty fiow'd alike 
On bolder Rub fi N s, and the foft Va n d y k e : 
To this ennobled realm thy judgment brought 
Thefacred miracles that Raphael wrought. 
But regal Pride, with vain Ambition blind, 65 

Cutoff the promiTe of thy cultur'd mind. 
By wounded Liberty's convuliive hand 
Unbound, fierce Anarchy ufurps the Land ; 
While trembling Art to foreign regions flies. 
To feek a refuge in ferener Ikies. ^% 

Thefe ftorms fubfiding, fee her once again, 
^^eturning in the (econd Charles's train * 
^e comes to copy, in licentious fport. 
The Minions of a loofe luxuriant Court; 
Prom whence the modeft Graces turn their eyes, 715 
Wh«re Genius fees, and o'er the profpe6l fighs, 
Lely's foft Tints, and Dr yd en's nobler Lyre, 
Made the mean Slaves of dilTolute Defire, 

Once more, alarm'd by War's terrific roar^ 
*^hefw€ec Encbaatrefs quits the troubled SViOie ', ^^ 
Vol. L C y^\<<sx 
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While facred Freedom, darting in difdain 
Her vengeful Thunder on th* apoftate Train, 
And, pleas'd the gloomy Tyrant to difown. 
Gives to N A u 5 s A u the abdicated Throne. 

The peaceful Prince may rifing Art defend. 
And Art ihall crown her Patron and her Friend. 
In tumults, from the cradle to the grave, 
"•Tis tliinc, O ! W i l l i a m, (inking realms to fave. 
To thee no leifure mightier cares allow. 
To bind the laurel on the ArtiiVs brow : 
'Tis thine to fix, with tutelary hand. 
The bafe of Freedom, on which Art muft ftand. 
Yet to thy Palace Kn e l l e r's (kill fupplied * 
Its richeft ornament in Beauty's pride. 
Unhappy Kneller ! covetous though vain; 
Thee glory yielded to feducing Gain : 
While partial Tafte from modeft Riley turned, f 
By diffidence depriv'd of praife well earn'd. 

Tho' in fucceeding years the Mufes taught, 
*^ How Ann commanded, and how M a r l b r o' fau gl 
And Thornhill's blaze of Allegory gilt t 
The piles, that WRE^''s fuperior genius built ; 
Contending Faction's, in her clofirg reign. 
Like winds imprifoh'd, Ihook fair Freedom's Fane. 
Painting, foft timid Nymph, fiill chofe to roam. 
And fear'd to fettle, in this ll-aldng Dome. 

At length, the fury of each ftorm o'erblown. 
That threatened Bru n s w i ck's race on Br i t a i 
tLrone, 

♦ Vcr. • $3. Sec ^T O T fc XXXlX. 
t Vcr, 97. Sec NOTE XL. 
i Vcr. lox. Sec NOTE XLL 
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Rebellion vanquiiLM on her native (bore, 

Her clans extinguiihM and her chiefs no more : no 

Tiie Youthful Noble, on a princ<;ly Plan, 

Encourag'd infant Art, and firft began ♦ 

^fore the ftudious eye of Youth to place 

The ancient Models of ideal Grace. 

^^Tieii Britain triumph'd, thro* her wide domain, 
0*er France, fupported by imperious Spain, 
And latfcd with her Laurels' large increafe, 
Began to cultivate the plants of Peace ; 
Fixt by kind Majefty*s protecting hand, 
Painting, no more an alien in our land, 120 

firft fmird to fee, on tliis propitious ground. 
Her Temples open'd and her Altars crownM : 
And Grace, the firft attendant of her train, 
She, whom Apelles wooed, nor wooed in vain, 
Te Reynolds gives her undulating line, 12$ 

And Judgment doats upon his chafte dofign. 
f ho' Envy whifpers in the ear of Spleen, 
What thoughts are borrowed in his perfect fcene, 
With glee Ihe marks them on her carikerM fcroU, 
Malicious Fiend ! 'twas thus that Virgil ftole, 130 
To the bright Image gave a brighter Glofs, 
^r tumM to pureft Gold the foreign Drofs. 
Excelling Artift I long delight the eye ! 
Teach but thy tranfient tints no more to fly, f 
^Mtain (ball then her own Apelles fee, 135 

And all the Grecian (ball revive in thee. 
Thy manly fpirit glories to impart 
The leading Principles of lib'ral Art j t 

• Vcr. iia. See NOTE XLII. 
f Vcr. 134. Sec NOTE XLIU. 
t Vcr. 138. Sec NOTE XLIV. 
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To youtbful Genius points what cburfe to rnn. 

What Lights to follow, and what Rocks to ffiun ; i 

So Orpheus taught, by Learning's heavenly fwiy. 

To daring Argonauts their doubtfuf way. 

And mark'd to guide them in their bold Career, 

Th' unerring Glories of the ftarry Sphere. 

Thy Hand enforces what thy Precept taught, i 

And gives new lellbns of exalted thought ; 

Thy nervous Pencil on the canvafs throws 

The tragic ftory of fublimeft woes : 

The wretched Sons, whom Grief and Famine tear, - 

The Parent petrified with blank Defpair, i 

Thy Ugo L I N o gives the heart to thrill, * 

With Pity's tender throbs, and Horror's icy chill. 

The offspring now of many a rival hand. 
Sublimity and Grace adorn the Land ; 
Tho' but fortie few years paft, this barten coaft i 
Scarce one fair grain of native Art could boafl. 
Of various fofm, where'er we turn our eyes. 
With ftrong and rapid growth new wonders rife. 
Like feeds that Mariners, with generous tbil. 
Have wifely carried to fome kindred foil, i 

Which, (hooting quick and vig'rous in theif birth. 
Speak the fond bounty of the virgin Earth : 
The Land o'erjoy'd a fairer fruit to fee 
Adopts, with glad furprize, the alien Tree. 
Now Art exults, with annual Triumphs gay, t i 
And Britain glories in her rich difplay y 
Merit, who unafTifted, and unknown. 
Late o'er his unfeen labours figh'd alone, 

• Vcr. 151. Sec NOTE XLV. 
t Vcr. 1^5. Sec N O T E XLVI. 
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Sees honour now his happier toils attend* 

And in the generous Public finds a friend. 1 70 

lovel J Painring, to irfiofc jcharnw I bow. 
And breathe my willing verfe with fuppliant vow,** 
f'orgiVe me, if by undifcerning Praife, 
Orgroundiefs cenfure^ which &lfe Judgment fways. 
My failing line with faint tefemWancp wrong 1 7 5 

Thy Sons, the fubjcjdts of no envious fong ! 

Supremely (kiU'd^he varied grpu^ to place. 
And range the crowded fti^ae wif h eafy gr^ce ; 
To liniih parts, yet not impair the whole, 
^'Jt on th* impalHoa'd .a^ion fiK the ffloil j 1 iB© 

Thro' wandering throng thep^Uipt Chief to guide. 
The Ih^iixe of C a^ t w a ge, as of Rp m b the pride ; 
^f> while the .hleedin^ Viftor yiehls his bieath, 
Give the bright leflbn of heroic Death. 
^"ch are thy Merits, W^ s t : by Virtue's hand 185 
^iiilt on the hmnan heajt thy praife (ball ftaod, 
*^ile dear to Glory, in her guardian Pane, 
The names of Rp gu l u s apd Wo t f e remain. 

To Dance's pencil, in Precifion ftrong, 
Tranfcendeut Force, and Truth of Line belong. 190 
^^ot Gar kick's felf, to Shakespeare's fpirit true, 
^'iplay'd that fpirit clearer to our view, 
Than Dance expreiTes, in its fierceft flame. 
The Poet's Genius in the Aftor's Frame. 
"ohiGarrick's features, with diftradtion fraught, 195 
"c Copies every trace of troubled thought ; 
And paints, while back the waves of Battle roll. 
The Storm of fanguinary Richard's fouL 

C 3 The" 
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The rapid Morti mer, in Fancy ftrong, 
Marks the juft horrors that to Vice belong j 
The murd'rous Ruffian, in the Dungeon's gloom. 
Stung with remorfe, and ihudd*ring at his doom. 
Yet dill to nobler heights hi? Genius fprings. 
And paints a leflbn to tyrannic Kings : 
In his bright colour fee the field appear 
To Freedom facred, and to Glory dear, 
"Where John, proud Monarch, baffled on his throi 
Hears the brave Chief his lawlefs pow'r difown. 
And, for an injur'd Nation, nobly claim 
The glorious Chaat£& of immortal Fame f 

But fee far off the modeft Wright retire ! 
Alone he rules his Element of Fire : 
Like Meteors darting through the gloom of Night, 
His fparkles flalh upon the dazzled fight ; 
Our eyes with momentary anguiftifmart^ 
And Nature trembles at the power of Art'. 
May thy bold colours, claiming endiefs praifc^ 
For ages ihine with undiminilh'd blaze, ' 
And when the fierce Vesu V lo burns no more. 
May his red ddii^- down thy canvas poar ! 

Art with no common gifts her Ga I NSB'aouGHgi 
Two different Pencils in his hand flie placM j 
This fball command, (he faid, with certain aim, 
A perfed Semblance of the fiuman Frame ; 
This, lightly fporting on the village-green. 
Paint the wild beauties of the rural Scene. 
In Stomas fublime the daring Wilson foars. 
And on the bladed Oak his mimic Lightning poun 
Apollo triumps in his flaming {kics. 
And claiHc Beauties in his fccnes arife. 
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Thy Graces Humphreys, and thy Colours clear, 
' rom Miniature's fmall circle difappear: 
% their diftinguifb'J Merit ftill prevail. 
And lliine with luftre on che larger Scale. 

Let nndid Juilice our attention lead, 235 

To the foft Crayon of the graceful Read: 
^'orGARD'NER, (ball theMafe, in hafte, forget 
ThyTafte and Eafe ; tho' with a fond Regret 
Slie pays, while here the Crayon'^s pow'r the notes, 
A Sigh of Homage to the (hade ofCoATES. 24© 

Nor, if her favour'^d hand may hope to fhed 
Tile flo^-ers of glory o'er the ikilLA dead, 
Tiiy Talents, Ho&arth ! will (le leave unfung; * 
^Wm of all eyesy and Theme of every tongue ! 
A feparate province 'twas thy praife to rule 5 24J 

^^^f-form'd thy Pencil ! yet thy works a School, 
^Here ftrongly painted, in gradations nice, 

* ^e Pomp of Folly,, and the Shame of Vice, 
'^^ach'd thro* the laughing Eye the mended Mind,^ 
^'^d moral Humour fportive Art refined. 250 
^'^ile fleeting Manners,^ as minutely (hewn 

^^ the clear profpedl on the mirror thrown j 

^hile Truth of CharaOer, cxadly hit, 

^^d dreft in all the dyes of comic wit 5 

^ hile thefe, in F i e l d i n g's page, delight fupply, 255 

^^ long the Pencil with his Pen Iball vie. 

^^ience with grief beheld thy drooping age 

* ^11 the fad victim of a Poet's rage : 

^ut Wit's vindidtive fpleen, that mocks controul,. 

Nature's high tax on luxury of foul ! 260. 

* his, both in h-ards and Painters, Fame forgives 5 
Their Frailty's buried, but their Genius lives. 

• Yen 443. See NOTE XLVH. 
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Still many a PaiDter, not of humble Namc> 
Appears the tribute of applaufe to claim $ 
Some alien Artifls^ more of EngliOi Race, 26 

With fair Angelica our foreign Grace, 
Who paints, with Energy and Softnefs join'd. 
The fond Emotions of the female Mind ; 
And Cipriani, whom the Loves furround. 
And fportive Nymphs in Beauty's Ceftus bound : a* 
For him thofe Nymphs their every Charm difplay. 
For him coy Venus throws her veil away. 
And Z A p F A N I , whofe faithful colours give 
The tranfient glories of the Stage to live i 
On his bright canvas each dramatic Mufe 2' 

A perfedt copy of her fcene reviews ; 
Each, while thofe fcenes her loft delight reftore ) 
Almoft forgets her Garr ick is no more.-^ 
O'er thde I pafs reludant, left "too long 
The Mufe diffufcly fpin a tedious Song. a 

Yet one ihort paufe, ye Pow'rs of Verfe allow 
To cull a Myrtle Leaf for Ms vers's Brow ! 
Tho* fmall its Field, thy Pencil may prefumc 
To aflc a wreath where flowers immortal bloom. 
As Nature's felf, in all ker pi^ures fair, a 

Colours her Infect works with niceft care. 
Nor better form,? to pleafe the curious eye. 
The fpotted Leopard than the gilded Fly j 
So thy fine Pencil, in its narrow (pace. 
Pours the fi^ll portion of uninjur'd Grace, 2 

And PoriTait«, true to Nature's larger line, 
Boafl not an Air more exquifite than thine. 
Soft BeaHtyV charms thy happieft works exprefs. 
Beauty thy model and thy Patronefs. 
For her thy care has to perfedtion brought a 

TA' uijcem'm toil, with anxious trouble fraught ; 
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Thy coIourM Cryftal, at her fond defire, 
^ws deathiefs Luftoe from tke dangr'ous Fire, 
^nd^pIeasM to gaze on its imoibital -ckarmy 
S^e binds thy Bracelet on her faoiwy ann. 300 

WliileAdmiratioaviaws, "with raptuyVi eye, 
Thefe Lights of Art thatgfld the Britiih icy 
Oil! may my Friend aiafc, with luftre jclear, 
^nd add new Glocy ^ this nuitant Sphene. 
This wifli, ray Ro M^tT» from ihe ^iireft foufce, 305 
Has Reafon's Waaranr, join'd «to Fiieadihip's Force, 
for Genius breath'-dioto thy irafaat Fraiae 
^i»e vital Spi«t of bis faceed Fdame^ 
^ich frequent: miftsofiDiflideB&eo'crcLaiud^ -. 
^foving the vigouc of the Gun they iiroud. 310 

Naturein thee Jiec eueuyigift conbinM, 
^hkh forms the Artift of the nobleft kind 5 
That foad iAmbitkn^ «Hrich i)eftows on Art 
^ch talent icf the Mind» and paffion of the Heart ; 
That dauntl^ Pat>e|tce, wbich all toil de£€;s> 3 1 5 

Nor feek vdie labour whileit iTiews the prize. . 
Enlight'ni^ ^udy,. un t!h jnatuxiag f)OW% 
From thefe fair;feed8: has Gairddie.cq)'ning flower « 
Thy juft, thy graceful Portraits charm the view 
With evfthy Ijfuidcif ttntitto* Titian knew* «. 31101 

Round Fi^iHgr?^ iftinde j*hc» ihy P«njcil flie^,. 
Wj^h what terri6c.:pQiipn.lfcy j^jBi^^s jfife ! 
What iuft of mifchief aiwfai <hy >Witch?a Iobui, • 
While'Kjn tji« Im-pjuan«> Rqqk. <he jfwHis 4^ ftorm! 
Tho' led by Fanqy thro' ier bpwKlJefs leign, 325; 

Well do ft thou kno^ tO; ^it nher livilrf. dofl^i^ . 
W'h^n Hiftory bid^^b€iBpai«<t,ifcv^y-chaflB,: 
Her fimpler fcene, with uncorrupted tafte. 
While in thefe fields thy jwkiflg^jtes ejcploi:e. 
What i'pot untried may yield its fecret ore, ^^o; 
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Thy happy Genius fprings a virgin Mine 
Of copious, pure, original Defign ; 
Truth gives it value, and, didinOly bold, . 
The ftamp of Charader compleats thy Gold. 
Thy Figures rife in Beauty's nobleft fcale, ^^ 5 

Sublimely . telling thefr heroic TaBe; .• ' ' 

Still may thy Powers in full exertion blaze. 
And Time revere them with unrivallM praife. 
May Art, in honour of a Son liko thee, t ,- 
So juftly daring, with a foul fo free, * . 3^* 

Each fcparate Province to thy care commend. 
And all her Glories in thy Pencil blend : 
May tender Titian's mellow. Softnels join. 
With mighty A n o e lo*s fublijner Line y 
CoKRBGio's Grace with Raphael's Tafte unite, 34-5 
And in thy perfect Works inchant the ravifli'd ^ight* 

How ofc we find that whed, with nobleft aim, 
TheglowingArtiftgains the, heights of Fame, . 
To the well-chofen Theme he chiefly owes,. .: . . 
That praife which Judgment with delight bellows. 3$^ 
The Lyre and Pencil both this Truth conf^fi^. 
The happy Subject forms their fall fuccfifs,; 

•■ - " «'■■.'' 

Hard is tht Painter's fate, whcnJ^fely* taught :• • i \'' 
To trace with eafe the deepeft lines <rf' thbiigbtj • 
By haplefs Fortune he is doora'd to rove - 355 

Thro' all -the frolicks of licentious Jove, 
That fome dark Philip, phlegmatic, and cbld, ♦ 
(Whofe needy Titian calls for ill-paid gold) 
May with voluptuous Images enfiame 
The fatedJ'affioni'of his languid frame, w 360, 



* Ver. 357. See NOTE XLVIII. , 
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Abufe like this awakens generous Pain, 
And juftDerifion mingles wich Difdain, 
^^Benfuch a Pencil in a Roman hand, 
Wie the rich Abbefs i/Tues h r command. 
Makes wild St. Fr a nci s on the canvas fprawl, 365 
*iatfomc warm Nun in mimic Trance may fall, 

^r>fGndlj gazing on the pious whim, 

'^eel faintly Love o*erload each lazy limb, 

"^ftaking, in the cloifler's dull embrace, 

^ Cry of Nature for the Call of Grace. 370 

But fee th* hiftoric Mufe before thee ftand, 
"^r nobler fubjedts court thy happier Hird ! 
^^r Forms of reverend Age, of graceful Youth, 
^^ public Virtue, and of private Truth : 

^efacred power of injur'd Beauty's charms, 375. 

^^d Freedom, fierce in adamantine Arms ; 
^hence Sympathy, thro' thy aflifting art, 
^*ith floods of Joy may fill the human heart. 

But v/hile the bounds of Hill'ry you explore, 
Wnd bring new Treafarcs from her fartheft (bore, 380 / 
Thro' all her various fields, tho' large and wide, 
Itill make Simplicity thy conftant guide : 
ind moft, my Friend, a Syren's wiles beware, , 
\h ! fliun infidious Allegory's fnare I 
ler Flattery offers an alluring wreath,. ^85: 

*air to the eye, but poifons lurk ^eneath, 
\y which, too lightly tempted from his guard, 
'ull many a Painter dies, and many a Bard, 
low fweet her voice, how dang'rous her fpell, 
^t Spenser's Knights and Rubens' Tritons tellj 390. 
udgment at colour'd riddles (hakes his head, 
knd fairy Songs are prais'd, but little read -,.■, 

Wh^re, 
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Where, in the Mize of her unbounded Spher^ji 
Unbridled Fancy runs her wild Career. 

In Realna where Superfticba^s tyrant fwa j 
*' Takes half the vigour of the foul away," 
Let Art for fubje£b the dark Legend fcarch. 
Where Saints miauraber*d people every Church ; 
Let Painters rule tbe wild of O v i d oV^ 
To hunt for monftef^ which we heed no more. 
But here, my Romney, where, on Freedom's v 
The towering Spirit to Perfection fprings ; 
Where Genius, proud to a6t as heav'n infpires. 
On Taftc's pure Altars lights his facred Fires ; 
Oh ? here let Painting, as of old in Greece, 
With patriot pafHons warm the finifiiM piece ) 
Set Br 1 T A I N, happy in a gen'rous Race, 
Of manly Spirit, and of fcmaJe Grace, 
Let this frank Parent with fond eyes explore. 
Some juft memorials of the line fbe bore. 
In tints immortalto her view recall 
H& dcareft O^sprlng on the iloried WaH. 

But fome diere are, who with pedantic fcorn, 
Defpile tht? liero> if ia Br i t a i n bom : 
For them Perfection has hcrxelf no chirms. 
Without a Ri^mau robe, or Grecian anus : 
Our flighted Counirv^ for wiiole Fame tiiey feel 
No generous Inureii, no manly Zeal, 
Sees public Jud^i\ciu thv.ir lulfe Talle amiga. 
And treat ihcir cold c^i:eu4>r with due difdain; 
To tht &ir AodaIs of our liW wc ^ui» 
To proYC this ptuivH iaiiqpiciao Jiid, 
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And, nobly partial to our native earth.. 

Bid Englifh Pencils honour EnglHh Worth. » 

Forgive the Mafe, if haply fhe commend 42$ 

A theme ill chofen to her flcilf jl Friend ; 
Slie, tho' its powV commands her willing hearty 
Knows not the limits of thy lovely Art, 
Yet boldly x>wns an eager wiih to fee 
Her darling Images adorn'd by thee. 430 

Shall Bayard, glorious in his dying hour, jf// ^^^^ ^ 
Of Gallic Chivalry the faireft Flow'r, 
^^all hii pure Blood in Britilh colours flow. 
And Br. I T A I N, on her canvas fail to Ihew 
Her Wounded Sidney, Ba y a rd's pcrfe^ peei,§ 435 
Sidney, her Knight, without Reproacii or Fear^ 
^'er whofe pale corfe heroic Worth (hould bend, 
^^^ mild Humanity embalm her Friend ! 
^^•' RoMNEY, in his hour of Death we find 

^ Su}^je6t worthy of thy feeling Mind ; 440 

rf^f^unks I fee thy rapid Hand difplay 

^'^ field of ZuT PHEN, on that fatal day, 

^^^n arm'd for freedom, 'gainft the guilt of Spa 1 n, 

^^ Hero bled upon the Belgic plain ! 

^^ ^hat great moment thou haft caught the Chief, 445 
^*^^n pitying Friends fupply the wifh'd relief, 
^ile Sicknefs, Pain, and Thirft his pow'r fubdue, 

1^^ the draught he pants for in his view : 
^^r him the Soldier thaft expiring lies, 

*^is precious Water views with ghaftly eyes^ 4^0 
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With eyes that from their fockets feem to burft. 

With eager, frantic, agonizing Third : 

I fee the Hero give, oh ! generous Care ! 

The Cup untailcd to this filent Pray'r j 

I hear him fay, with Tenderncfs divine, 45$ 

** Thy ftrong Neceflity furpafTes mine.'^ 

Shall Roman Charity for ever (hare 
Thro' every various School each Painter*s Care ? 
And Britain ftill her bright examples hide 
Of female Glory, and of rilial Pride ? 460. 

In-lru6l oor eyes, my Romney, to adore 
Th' heroic Daughter of the virtuous Mo he, * 
Refolv'd to fave, or in th* attempt expire. 
The precious relicks of her martyrM Sire : 
Before the cruel Council let her (land, ' 465 

Prefsthe dear ghaftly Head with pitying Hand, 
And Plead, while Bigotry itfelf grov/s mild. 
The facred duties of a grateful Child,: 

Oh ! let the Sifters, who, with friendly aid. 
The Grecian Lyre, and Grecian Pencil fway'd, 47a 
WhojoinM their rival Powers with fond delight,. 
To grace each other with reflected Light, 
Let them in Br 1 t a i n thus united reigTi, . 
And double luftre from that union gain I 
. Not that my Verfe, adventurous, would pretend 47$ 
To point each varied iubje^ to my Friend j 
Far nobler guides their better a'vd fupply : 
When mighty Shakespeare to thy j udging eye 
Prefents that magic Glafs, whofe ample Round • 
Reflets each Figure in Creation's bound, 480 
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I And Pours, in floods of fupematural lighf, 
Fancy'i bright Beings on the charmed fl^lit. 
This chief In cbariter of the willing breaft, 
^■ill teach thee all the magic he poTeft. . 
I^i^c'd in his Circle, marie in colours true 485 

£acii brilliant Being that he calls to view : 
Wrapt in the gloomy ftorm, or rob'd in light, 
JJia weird Sifter or his fairy Sprite, 
Bold o'erleaping, in the great deiign. 
The bounds of Nature, with a Guide divine. 49# 

Let Milton's felf, condudtor of thy way. 
Lead thy congenial fpirit to portray 
In colours, like his Verfe, fublimely ftrong. 
The fcenes that blaze in his immortal fosg. 

See Ml CH A E L drawn, by many a ikilfal Hand, 495 
As fuits the Leader of the Seraph -Band ! 
But oh ! how poor the proftrate Satan, lies, * 
With beftial form debas'd and goatilh eyes f 
How chang'd from him who leads the dire debate, 
Fearlefs tho' faii'n, and in Rui 1 great ! 500 

Lot thy bold Pencil, more fublimely true, 
Prefent his Arch Apoftate to our vitw. 
In worthier Semblance of infernal PowV, 
And proudly ftanding like a ftately tow'r. 
While his infernal mandate bids awake 505 

His Legions, flumbeiing on the burning Lake. 

Or paint him f<jdling from the Realms of Blifs,, 
Hurrd in Combuftion to the deep Abyfs ! 
In light terrific let the FlaGi dffplay. 
His Pride, ftUl proof againft almighty Sway : , 510" 
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Tho* vanquifliM, yet immortal, let his Eye 
The Lightning's flame, the Thunder's bolt defy. 
And (liil, with' Looks of Execration, dare 
To face the Horrors of the laft Defpair. 

To thefe great Lords of Fancy's ^idc dcmiatn, $ 1 5 
That o'er the human Soul unqueftion'd reign. 
To their fuperior Guidance be confign'd 
Thy rival Pencil and congeni^ Mmd. 
Yet O ? let Friend&ip, ere the Verie-flie dofe. 
Which in juft Tribute to thy Merit flows, ^2» 

The (angnine wifhes of her heart exprcfs, ' 
With fond prefages of thy fuH Siiccefs.' 

May Healtk awl 5oy, hi happieft anion joia-d. 
Breath their warm Spirit o'er thy fruitful Mind ! 
To nobleft E-ffbrts raife thy glowfpg Heart,- 5x5 

And firing thy fidews tothe toils of Art ? ' 
May Independant^, burftfn^ Fafliioii's thafn, • 
To eager Geniiis give the flowing rein. 
And o'er thy epic Canvas fraile to fee 
Thy judgment adive, and thy Fancy free f 530 

May thy juft €ouotry, wtile thy bold defign 
Recalls the Heroes of her ancient Line^ 
Gaze on the maTtial'Group v/ith dear delight ! 
May Youth and Valour, -kindling u the fight, 
0*er the bright Tints with Admiration lean, 535 

And catch new Virtue from the jnoral Scene ? 
May Time himfelf a fond reluctance feel. 
Nor from thy aged hand the Pencil fteal. 
But grant it ftill to gain increafing Praife,' : » ; ? - 

In the late Period of thy iengthen'd days, -^^q. 

While faireft Fortune thy long Life endears^ ' * ■ " 
With Raphael's Glory join'd to Titian's YearsI 
Ejidofihe EpiJIle to an Eminent Painter, 



NOTE 

ON THE 

FIRST PART. 



AS tiiere may pofJiUy he Axne Readers of the foregoing 
f erfora^nce, wlio may wi(h to look intp th.e fovirces 
from whence the Author ba9 borrowed forae of his 
idma* he J^« thrown together the fubfeqjient Notjca, 
and disjoined them from the body of the Work, 9M 
they are intended only for the perufal of thofe 
who have leifure ind difpofition for fuch kind of 
reading. 



NOTE I. Versh 77. 
J(jrAKE hiftory to life new <valae iend,^ One of the 
"^^ moft elegant writers of the prefent a^e, has made 
an ingenious effort to introduce Hiftory into the dull 
province of portrait- painting, " by reprefenting a whole 
faiTiily in a fingle picture, under fome interefting hifto- 
rical fubjedl fuitabie to their rank and chara^er," See 
Fitzofborne's Letters, p. 6. But as the beauties and 
advantages of this plan ftruck forcibly on the imagina- 
tion of this amiable Author, the infinite difficulties at- 
tending its execution were likewise fully open to his 
difcernment. The fuccefs muft depend on the choice 

q1 
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of (ubjw'dt : where that is not very happily adaptedr 
the pi»::tarj will probaMy certain Ibme moft ridiculous 
aSfurdirics — Perhaps the Redder may recoiled an un- 
fortuaate inflancc or twD of this kind. 

NOTE II. Verse ioo. 

Not lefs ahjnrd to flatter Nero*i eyes^ Pliny furnifhes 
us with this fingular anecdote, as an inftance of the 
extravagant ahufe of Portrait-painting in his days, 
Vvhicli, as he informs us, had arrived to a degree of 
maJneft. *• Nero had ordered himfelf to be painted 
under the figi.re of a Cololfus, upon cloth or canvas, 
a hundred and twenty feet in height." The fame au- 
thor" informs us, that this prepof-erous pi£ture, when 
it was finilhcd, met v\ ilh its /ate from lightning, which 
confumcd it, and involved likewife the mod beautiful 
part of the gardens where it was placed in the con- 
flagration. The Reader may find fome ingenious re- 
marks upon this fubjed, in the Notes fur I'Hiftoire de 
la Peinture ancienne extraite de PHiitoir^ naturelle dc 
Pline. Fol. London, 1725. 

NOTE HI. Verse io3. 
RJeft be the pen'-il / <vj':ich from d^ath can f true, "^ The 
fweet illufion of this enchanting art is prettily exprefled 
in a letter of Raphael's to his friend Francefco Raifo- 
lini, a Bolog cfe painter. The two artifts had agreed 
to exchange their own portraits, and Raphael, on re- 
ceiving his friend's picture, addrefles him in the folr 
lowing words : 

** MeiTer Francefco mio caro r'cevo in quefto punto 

il voftro ritratto egli b bcllifTimo, e tanto vivc^ 

che m'inganno talora, crcdendomi di eflere con effb 
voi, e fentire le voftre parole." 

Raccolta di Lettere fulla Pittura, &c. Tom., i. 
page 82. ' 

The charm of Portrait-painang is ftill more beauti- 
fully described in verfe by a friend of Raphael's the 
amiable and accomplilhed Count Balthafor Cafliglionc 

Sola 



F I R S T P A R T. 43 

Sola tuos Vultus refcrens Raphaelis imago 

Fi6ta inanu> curas allevat ufque meas : 
Huic ego delicias facio, arrifuque jocoquc 

AJfoquor, et Canquam reddere verba qaeat 
AfFenfu, nutuque mihi fsspe ilia videtur 

Dicere veile aliquid, et tua verba loqui. 
Agnolcit balboque Pat rem, puer ore (alutat. 

Hoc Iblor, longos decipioque dies. 

Thefe elegant lines are part of an cpiftle, written ia 
the name of his CoUntefs, Hyppolyte, to her hufband. 
See Pope's edicijon of the Poemata Italorum, Vol. ii- 
page 248. 

NOTE IV. Verse 126. 

In/pir^d by thee the foft Corinthian Mai:/,'] Pliny hat 
tranfmitted to us the hiftory of the Maid of Corinth 
and her father. ** Dibutades, a potter of Sicyon, firfl: 
formed likeneTes in clajr atCorinth, but was indebted 
to his daughter for the invention j the girl being in love 
with a young man who was foon going from her into 
fome remote country, traced out the lines of his face 
from his i^.adow upon the wall by candle-light. Her 
father, filling up the lines with clay, formed a buft, and 
hardened it in the fire with the reft of his earthen 
ware." Plin. Lib. 35. 

Athenagoras, the Athenian philofopher, gives a fimilar 
account of this curious and entertaining anecdote, ad- 
ding the circumftance that the youth was lleeping when 
the likenefs was taken from his Aiadow. ni^»iy$»>|/fy avrw 

The laniie writer, who lived in the fecond century of 
the Chriftian sera, informs us that this monument of an- 
cient art was extant at Corinth in his time, though 
Pliny Teems to intimate that it did not furvive the tak« 
ing of that city by Mummius. 

la the Poefies dc Fontenelle there is an epiftle from 
the Maid of Corinth, whom the author calls Dibutadi?, 
to her. imaginary lover Poicmon. She defcnbes her 
own wor^ in th^ fjilowing Stanza : 



44 NOTESoNTH* 

Une lampc jjretois une Lumif re fprobre 

Qui m' aidoit encore ^ rever : 
Je voyois fur un mur fe depaiadre ton ombrp, 

Et m' appliquois k V ob(erver : 

Car tout plait, Polemon, pour peu qu^il reprefenjte 

L' objet de uotre arttacbcment, 
C'ed ailez pour fla/ter les Laogueurs d^uue amante 

Que r ombre feule d'un amance. 
Maie je poufTai plus loin cette dou^ chim^re^ 

Je voultf3 filter en ce« Lieux^ 
MtacbfT ii Cdmur use ombre padagere 

Pour la conferver ^ mes yeux. 

Alors en la Cuivant du JBout d'une baguette 

Je trace une Image de toi ; 
Une image, il eft v^ai,^ peu di^iA^^ ij2^arfiiile>. 

Mais eufin cbarniaote pour loioi. 

NOTE V. Verse 194^ 

aasus Kiras the brotber of Pbidi^fi, ihie c^lebnited ^culp^ 
tor, whom lie is faid to faa^ve ^^%.eii yi k^ noMfft 
worib.-^Paiifanias in his Fifth jBook, ^vjbs an accoiunjt 
of feveral piSures by thisjearly Aitijl, »ad partk|il«ir|y 
cf the pi^ur« here alluded to. It wa» p^i^ed in tdb? 
cel^ated portico called nouei^i}, Psecile. , 

Betides a general reprefentation of the conAidt, (he 
^ght of the barbarians, a diftant view of their ijupss 
Thefeus, Minerva, and Hercules v/^jre, ac^ordipg to ^a 
author, «ich*bited in the piece. Th.e ii»o£b cpn^icj^ouaj 
figures among the perfons engaged ^w^re C9Ui<Q9.c]ms» 
and Mritiad^, and a hero called Echetliis : he men* 
tions alio another hero, who is ivtroduced into the pic* 
ture, called Marathon, from whom, he fays, the field had 
lis name. Paufknias, foK Lip. 1696. p. 37. 

From Pliny's account of the farce pidure we ie^n 
that the heads of the generals were portraits— adeo jam 
colorum ufus percrebuerat, adeoque ars perfe^ erat 
ut in eo Predio ICNICOS duces pinxiiTe trjadatur.—- 

Pliii. Lib. 35. c. t. 

Miltiadea 
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Miltiadeft had the honour of being placed foremoft in 
dli» iliuftrious grouf), as a re\yard for his having faved 
Athens, and all Greece. 

Cor. Nep, in Vita Miltiadis. 

PailaSus flourifhed, according to Pliny, in the 83d 
Olympiad, little more than forty years after the battle • 
he painted. 

NOTE VI. Verse 198. 

There Polygnotusy fcorniHgfer*vile hire,"] Of the ta- 
lents of Polygnotus much honourable mention is made 
by many of the beft authors of antiquity, as Ariftotle 
and Plutarch, Dionyfiu^ HalicarnefTenfis, ^:c. Pau- 
fanias fpeaks of the pictures here alluded to» and in 
his Tenth Cook, introduces^ a very long description of 
other pictures by the fame artift, painted aUb from Ho- 
mer indie Temple at Delphos. The pali&gfc however 
gives but a confufed and impeift£l idea of the painter's 
performance. How much the art is indebted to this an- 
cient mafter, what grace and foftnels he gave to the hu- 
man countenance, what embeJlilbments he added to 
the female figure and drefs, are much more happily de- 
fcribed by Pliny. Primus Mulieres lucida \cfre uinx't, 
capita earum mitris vertlcoloribus operuit, plurimumque 
pidturacprimda contulit : (iquidem infiituit os addptrirc, 
dentes oftendere, vultum ab antiquo rigore variure. 
The faiiie author like wile bears honourable teftimony 
to the libtral fpiritc)f this greac ariit^, who refull-d any 

reward for his ingenious labours in the portico. 

Porticum grutuito, cum partem ejus Mxcon mercede 
pingeret. Piin. Lib. 35. cap. 8. 

He flouriihed about the 90th Olympiad. 

NOTE VII. Verse 202. 

Thj trapc pencil^ AriJUdfs^ caujhtP^ The city of 
Thebes had the honour of giving birth to this celebrated 
Artift. He was the ftrft, according to Pliny, who ex- 
pefled Charadler and PalTion, the Human Mind, and 
Its feveral emotions j but he was not remarkable for 

ibftaefs 
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fc.ftnefs of colouring. ** His moft celjsbnated pidare 
was of an infant (on the taking of a town) at the roof: 
ther's breaft, who is wounds d and expiring. The fenlk'^. 
tions cf the mother were clearly marked, and her fear 
left the child, upon failure of the milk, (bould fuck her. 
blood." " Alexander the Great," continues the fame 
author, *' took this pidture with him to Pella." 

It is highly probable, according to the conjedhire of 
Junius, (in his learned Treatife de Piftura Veterum) 
thiit the following beiutiful epigram of iEmilianus was 
written on this exquifite pi^ure: 

EXxi, To^our, ftufet fMrrpOf w u« its fjuct^op a/xtX^ci^ 
H ho yet^ jt^ffcrai Tavovyoo^' »XXa rot fMrr^o( 

It is not ill tranflated into Latin by Grotius : 

Suge, mifer, nunquam qu3e pofthac pocula fuges % 
U'tima ab exanimo corpore poc'Ia trahe ! 

Expiravit enim jamfauciaj fed vel ab orco 
infantem novit pafcere matris amor. 

But this is far inferior, and fo perhaps is the original it- 
feif, to the very elegant Englifli verfion of it, which 
Mr. Webb has given us in his ingenious and animated 
"** Inquiry into the Beauties of Painting/' 

Suck, little wretch, while yet thy mother lives, = 
Suck the laft drop her fainting bofom gives ! 

She dies : hertendernels furvives her breath. 
And her fond love is provident in death. 

Webb, Dialogue 7> p. i6f . 

NOTE VIII. Verse 206. 

Corf eS Parrkofiui fir ft to rich defign.'] The name of 
Parrhafius is immortalized by many of the moft cele- 
brated ancient authors ; and his peculiar talents are 
thus recorded in Pliny: Primus fumraetriam pidturae 
dedit, primus ar^utias vultus, ele^antfam capilli, venuf- 
tatem oris : conFciiione artiScumin lineis extremis pal* 

mam 
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nam adepfkis. — He is one of the four ancient painter?, 

whofe lives are written by Carlo Dati. — This ingenious, 

Italian eery juftly queflions the truth of the finguhr 

ftory concerning Parrhafius, preferved in Seneca where 

lieisaccufed of purchafing an old Olynthian ca{.tive, 

and expofing him to a mofl wretched death, th it he 

might paint from his agony the tortures of Prometheus. 

The fame author contradids on this occafion a fiiiiilir 

falfehood concerning the great Michael Angel o, which 

was firft circulated m>m the pulpit by an ignorant priefl-, 

as we learn from Gori's Hiftoric«d Annotations to the 

Life of M. Angelo, by his fcholar Condi \i. 

NOTE IX. Verse 210. 
The gay J the nvarrrty licetttious Zeitxis dreiv?^ The 
Helen of Zeuxis is becoaie almoft provcibidi : the 
Story of the Artift's having executed the picture; trom 
an affemblage of the moft beautiful feii/aks is men- 
tioned (though with (bme variation as to the place) by 
authors of great crtd't, Pliny, Dionytius of Hiiicarriaf- 
fus, and Cicero. The laft ^ives a very, long and cir- 
cumllantial account of it. 

De Inventione, Lib. 2. 

If the ftory is true, it is perhaps one of the flrong- 
cft examples we can find of that enthu'.afcic paliion 
for the fine arts which animated the ancit-rus Not- 
withftanding her prrteminence xn beauty, it Kci:.s foinc- 
what fingullr that the painter f^ould have choJen fuch a 
character as Helen, as a proper decoration f jr the Tem- 
ple of Juno. A moft celebrated Spanilh PoU, though 
not in other refpefts famous for his j-idgnienc, h.s, I 
thin!', not injudii-ioufly metamorpholcd this Helen of 
Zeuxis into Juno herfclf. 

Zeufis, Pintor famofo, retritando 
De Juno el reftro, las faciones bellis 
De cinco perfcttiflimas donzellas 
Eftuvo attentamenta coatemplando. 
Rimas de Lope de Vega. 

Lifooa, 1605. p. 51-2. 
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Junius fuppofes this pidture to have becA rit^ a 
little too high.-^ 

NOTE X. Verse 216. 

Tet oft to gain fublimer bHghts bf firc^J\ Gface 
is the well-ktiown eYcellerce of Apelles, but that he 
fometimes very happily attempted the fubliftic, we 
leacn both from Flutarth and Flirty, who fpeak of his 
force and energy — The Alexander of Philip, la^s Plu- 
tarch was invincible, the Alexander of Apelles inimita- 
ble. 

He painted, fays Pliny, things that furpafs the pow« , 
er of painting, quse pingi nou poflunt, Tonitrua, ful« 
gura falgetraque — 

NOTE XL Verse 228. 
iVhile chilling damps upon the pencil kung^ That the 
Romans attained to no degree of excellence in Paint- 
ing, or Sculpture, feems to be confeft, and accounted 
for in the following paifage of I'ully's Tufculan Dif- 
putations. Lib. i. 

An cenfcmus, (i Fabio, nobilifTimo homini, laudi 
datum elfet quod pingeret, non niultoS etiam apud 
nos futures Polycletos, et Farrhalios {\x\^^ ? honos alit 
artes, omnefque incenduntur ad Studia Gloria, jaceflt- 
que ea femper qua: apud quofque improbantiir. 

The fine arts necelfarilylanguilh. without public pro* 
redtioti or encouragement : but public honours at Rome 
flowed in a very different channel. While the Romaii 
boafted his confummate fkill in every art of empire and 
government, he avowed in many works of genius and 
tafte, his inferiority with an air of triumph. 
Excudent alii fpirantia mollius ccra. 
Credo equidem vivos ducent de m^rmore vultus : 
Orabunt caufas melius, caelique meatus 
Defcribent radio, et furgentia Sidera dicent. 
Tu regere imperio populus, Romane, memento : 
Hae tibi erunt artes, pacifque impontre morem : 
Farcere fubjedtis et debellare fuferbos. 

iEueidos, Lib. VL 
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NOTE XII. Verse 244- 

There ftutlious Vinci treaptr'd e<very rule,'] Lionardo 

'da Vinci was born near Florence in 1445. ^-^ ^^' 

perhaps a man as univerfally accomplifhed as ever ex- 

ifted^ Not only admirable beyond his Predeceflbrs in 

his own profeflionpf Painting, but an excellent archt- 

U&. and mufician^ and of great (kill as an Anatomift. 

Befides all thefe talents, he was, according to Vafari, 

the beft extempore Rimer of his Time. — His Hiftory 

and Works are well known. — The fingular circum- 

fiance of his dying in the arms of Francis the Firfl:, 

king of France, is mentioned by a French poet of the 

prefent age, 

^* Lorfque Francois premier, Roi digne d'etre heufeux. 
Tint Leonarad mourant dans fes bras genereux." 

And the particulars of his death are thus curioufly re- 
corded by Vafari, who fpeaks in raptures of his various . 
and exalted talents : 

Finalmente venuto veccliio, flette molti niefi amma- 
lato, et vedendofi vicino alia morte, fi volfe diligente- 
mente informarc de le cofe catoliche, & della via bu- 
ona, et lanta religione chriftiana, et poi con molti 
pianti confelFo e contrito, fe bene e' non poteva reg- 
gerfi in piedi, fofte nendofi nelle braccie di fuoi amici^ 
e fervi, volfe divotamente pigliare ii fantilfimo facra- 
mento^ fuor del lotto : fopragiunfeli il R^ che fpeffo 
e amerevolmente le foleva vifitare : per il che egli per 
tiverenza rizzatofi a fedcre ful Ittto, contandail mal 
fiio & gli accidenti di quello moftrava tuttavia quanto 
aveva otfefo dio, et gli huomini del mendo, non aven- 
do opcrato nel arte come fi conveniva : onde gli venne 
. un parofifmo meffagiero della morte. Per la qua! cof^ 
rizzatofi il Rd, et prefola la tefta per aiutario, & por- 
gerli Fa V ore, accio che il male lo allegeriiTe $ lo fpirito 
fuo, che diviniilimo era, convifccndo non potere havere 
inaggiore honore, fpird in braccio a quell rd nella eta 
fua d' anni 75. 

. Valari vita di Lionardo da Vinci, p. 10, 1 1. 

Vol. I - D ^0*\1L 
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NOTE XIII. Verse a^i. 
Gigantic An;relo bis 'wonders 'VJrou^ht,'\ Michael An- 
gelo liuonaroti was born near Florence 1474, and died 
at Rome 1 564. 

This illuflrious man is too well known, both as an 
Architect and a Painter, to need any encomium : he - 
was aJfo a Poet. His Rime we're printed by the Gi- 
unto at Florence, in quarto, in 1623. The following 
Sonnet, which is to be found in Vafari, to whom it 
is addrefled, is at once a proof of his poetical talents, 
and his religious turn of mind : it may ferve alfo as a 
lefTon to vanity, in (hewing that even a genius of the 
fublimeft clafs entertained great apprehenfion concern- 
ing the mortality of his fame. 

Giunto d gia '1 corfo della vita mia. 
Con tempeftofo mar per fragil barca, 
Al comun porto, ov' ^ render fi varca 

Conto e ragion d' ogni opra trilla, e pia, 

Onde r affettuofa fan tafia 
Che r arte mi fcce idolo e monarca, 
Cognofco hor ben quant 'era dVrror carca 

E quel ch' a mal fuo grado ognum defia. 

Gli amorofi peufier, gia vani, e lieti 
Che fienror' s'a due morti mi avicino ? 

D'una fo certo e 1' altra mi minaccia. 
Ne pinger ne fcolpir fia piu che queti 
L'anima volta a quello amor divino 

Ch' aperfe a prender noi in croce le braccia. 

A letter, addrefled to his friend Vafari, on the death 
cfUrbino, his old and faithful fervant, Ihews, that he 
united the foft virtues of a moll benevolent heart to the 
fablime talents of an elevated mind. — This letter is 
printed *^oth in Vafari, and in the fir (l volume of Rac- 
colta de Lettere fulia Pittura, &c. p. 6. 

NOTE XIV. Verse 254. 
-^ Tafi'^y Pa*ffy9 Ju^gm^nty all on Raphael f/nii\L'\ 
Raftaello da Urbino was born i.i 1483, and died 1520. 

His 
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Ws amiable qualities as a Man were not inferior to hit 
exalted talents as an Artift- The reader will not be 
xiifpleufed to fee the (la§ti!ar eulogium which the honeil 
Vaiari has befto»^ on the engaging manners of this moft 
celebrateJ Oenius. 

Certo fra le fue doti Hp^julari ne fcorgo una di tal 
valore che in me fte:To (lupifco ; che il ciclo gli died« 
forza di poter moArare neil' arte noftra uno effetto fi 
contrario alle complefiioni di noi pittori : quefto t che 
Daturalmente gli artefici noftri, non dico ibli t bafli, 
ma Quelli che hanno umore d' eller grandi (come di 
quefto amoreTarte ne produce infiniti) lavorando rcil* 
^pere in compagnia di Raffaello, ftavano uniti c di 
Concordia tale che tutti i mali umori in vedcr lui i'a- 
morzdvano :. e ogui vile e balFo pcnfiero cadeva icro 
di me. ee. La quale unione mai non fu piu in a:tro 
tempo che nel fuo. E quefto ae\ niva pcrche reftavano 
vinti dalla conelia e dall' arte fua, ma piil dal gcnio 
della fua huona natiira. 

Vafari Vita di RafF. p. 88. 

To atone for the imperfect (ketch, which has been 
here attempted of thefe divine ariifts, (Michael An- 
^clo and Raphael) the author intended to have pre- 
sented the reidtr with a long quotation from a mod: 
animated difcourfe of the Prcfidert of the Royal Aca- 
demy, in which he has placed thtfe great mafteis in 
a light c/ comparifon with each other. But as the 
difcour.'is of bif Jofliua Reynolds are no longer fcarce 
{a new edition lx:ing now publilhed) he Ihall refer the 

- reader to t!ic Work itielf. He will find this moft happy 

- ajid ingenious parallel in the difcourfe delivered at the 

[Royal Acadeniy> December lo, 1772. 
NOTE XV, Verse 260. 

I T^ daring Juiio^ tl:ough by Raphael tratu'^u.'] Julio 

f 'Romano was born at Rome 1422, and died at Man- 

^a, 1546. 

His fingular charafter is forcibly drawn by Vafari. 

} He was, according to this writer, the mo. I iiiccefkful 

' imitator of Raphael, the greater part of whofe fcholars 

D z became 
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became eminent, and were almoft infinite in namber# 
Raphael was particularly attentive to Julio, and loved 
him with the alfedion of a parent. 

Vafari Vit^ di Giulio. 

NOTE XVI. Verse 268. 
^^ -Ji^are richly vjarsu, tJi^ gUx^^inq Titian knevj,'] We 
find frequent Cenfures thrown upon Titian by the cri- 
tics, for confining himlelf ** to flattering the eye by 
the richncfs and truth of his colouring, without a pro- 
per attention to the higher branch of his art, that of 
intercfting our feeline by affe^^ling lubjedts ;" the criti- 
cifm is indeed extended to the Paincers of the Lombard 
School in general. 

Du Bos, Tom. 1. Se6l. 10. 

Why Titian chofe not to follow the finiftied method 
of his excellent cotemporaries, he declared to Fran- 
cefco de Vargas, the embaflador of Charles the Vth 
at Venice. 

** I fear, (replied this eminent Painter to the quef- 
tion of Vargas, I (l^ould never equal the extreme de- 
licacy which diftinguifti^s the pencils of Corregio, 
Parmegiano, and Raphael : and even though I fhould 
be fuccefsful enough to equal them, I fhould always 
rank below them, becaule I fliould be only accounted 
their imitator. In a word, ambition which always at- 
tends the fine arts, has induced me to choole a way 
entirely new, in which I might make myftlf famed 
for fomething, as the great Mailers have done in the 
route they have followed." 

Antoine Perez, dans la foixante unieme de fes Se- 
condes Lettres. 

This great Artift enjoyed a long life of uninterrup- 
ed health, and died during the plague at X'enice in 
1576 at the uncommon age of ninety-nine. 

NOTE XVII. Verse 282. 
Soft /IS Catullus fweet Corr^^^^io pb/iJ.'] Antonio da 
Corregio.— Very different accounts are given by dif- 
feren: authors, of the birth and fortunes of this exqui- 
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lite Painter. His capital piaures were executed about 
the year 1512, according to Vafari, who relates, in 
a very aife^^ing manner, the circumftanccs of his po- 
verty ard death. 

Having taken a journey on foot, in extremely hot 
weather, he i'nprudcntly drank cold water, which 
brought on a fever, of which he died at about the 
age of fjrty. 

His colouring was moft exquifitdy adapted to the ^ 
delicate foftncfs of female beauty. To fcrm a perfe£l 
picture of Adam and Eve (fays an Italian writer on- 
Painting) Adam (hould be defigned by Michael An- 
gelo, and coloured by Titian ; Eve defigiied by Ra- 
phael, and coloured by Corregio. — 

The ill fortune of Corregio, and the grofs neg]e(?t 
of Art, in the very city, which he had adorned with 
the moi^ exquifite productions of his pencil, are ex- 
preffed with great feeling in a letter of Annibal Car-^ 
racci, written while he was (ludying t!ie works of 
Corregio, at Parma, to his coufin Lodovico, in 1580. — 
Vide Raccolta de Letcere,'&c. Tom. I. p. 88. 

NOTE XVIIL Verse 284. 

Though Partfta cbim it for her rival fon.^ Fran- 
cesco Mazzuoli was born at Parma in 1504, and is 
thence ufually called Parmegiano. His charaikr is 
thus diftin^lly marked by Vafari : 

** Fu dal cielo larg.mente dodato di tutte quelle 
parti, che a un excellente pittore fono richiefte, poi 
che diede alle fuc Hgure, oltre quello, che (i d dettp 
di molti altri, una certa venufta, dolcezza, e leggia- 
dria nell attitudini, che fu fua propria e particolare." 

— The fame author gives us a particular defcription 
of the Angular and admirable portrait, which this de- 
licate artift drew of himfelf reflected from a convex 
.mirror: he relates alfo fome curious circumftances of 
his allegorical portrait of the emperor Charles tlie Vth, 
which he painted by memory, and by the recommen- 
dation of Pope Clement the Vllth. ptefeuttd to lV«. 
emperor at Bologna, — The honcft biograi^\i^iV^wi^xvu«fc 
D 3 >n\^ 
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with great feeling, the errors and misfortunes of dil» 
moft proiT.ifing painter, who being leilld, early in 
lif^, with die frenzy cf turning aiehemift, in\paired 
his health and fortune by this fdtal purfuit ; his at- 
tachment to which however fame authors h^ve qucf- 
tioncd : a delirious fever put a period to his njelancho- 
ly days at the age of thirty-fix, in his native city of 
rarma 1540. 

NOTE XIX. Verse 290. 

7/7/ wit6 pure judgment the Caracci camej] Lodo- 
vico Caracci, who with his coufins Annibal and Au- 
guflin eflablifhed the famous Academy of Bologna, 
was born in that city 155$. The circumftance that 
occafioned his death, as related by a French author, 
affords a Angular proof how dangerous it is for an 
artift to confide in the partial judgment of his particu- 
lar friends. 

Son dewier ouvra^e qui eft une Annonciation pein- 
te k frefque, dans une des lunettes de Ja Cathedralc 
de Bologne, ne reuflit pas ; Ion age, une vu6 afFoiblie, 
& la grande elevation de rEglife farent caufe qu'il fe 
confia ^ un ami pour voir d'en bas Teft'et de I'ouvrage. 
Cet ami lui dit qu'il etoit \ ien, & qu*il pouvci: faire 
oter les Echaufauds : il fut t-ompc j on critiqua fort 
cette peinture : Louis s'cn clia -rina de maniere q^u'il fe 
mit au lit, et B )l'>gne pcrdit ce grand Homme en 
1619. — Abrege de ia Vie dcs plus fameux i^ientrcs. 
Paris 8vo. J 762. Tom. II. p. 50. 

Auguftir, who quitted the peiicil for the engrriver, 
and IS much celebrated for his various accoiupliih- 
ments, died at k'arn a in 1602. — Annibal, the imiuor- 
tdl l^ainter of the Farnefe giliery, whom Pouliin did 
not hditate to rank with Raphael hiinfeif, died in a 
ftate of diftradion at Rome 1O09. 1 his melancholy 
event is def^ribed in a ver)' aHedi ng Ittter written by 
an Italian prelate, who atiended him ia his laii mo- 
jnents. 

Raccolta, Tom. II. p. 384. 

^OT E 
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NOTE XX. Verse 295. 
YoHu^ Zampifri wfd his tiohler nar,if,^ Domenico 
Zampieri, born at Bologna 1581, died at Naples, 
not without fufpicion of pcifon, 1640. — He entered 
early in life into the fchool of the Caracci, an<f was 
there honoured with the affedlionite appellation of 
Domeiiichino, from his extreme youth. — His Commu- 
nion of St. Jerome was compared by the judicious 
Pouffin to the Transfiguration of Raphael : yet Du 
Frefnoy has pall a I'evere cenfure on Domenichino, and 
affirms that he has lefs noblenefs in his wor!c3 than any 
other artiil wlio ftudied in the fchool of the Caracci. 
So contradiflory are ths opinions of the two mod en- 
lightened judges in this delicate art ? 

NOTE XXI. Verse 297. 

The learne.l Lanfranc in their fchool ar of c"] Giox'an- 
ni Lanfranco, burn at Parma 15S1, was kni;Thted by 
Pope Urban the Vlllth^ and died at Rome 1647. 

NOTE XXIL Verse 299. 

The tender Guicl^ caught his- graceful air,"] Guido 
Reni was born in Bologna 1595: exquifite in grace 
though deficient in expreifion,. he was held durfnghis 
life in the higbell eftimation. A fatal pafllon for gam- 
ing involved him in continued fcenes of diftrefs. His 
perfonal beauty was fo great, that his mafter Lodovico 
Caracci is faid to have drawn his angels from the head 
of Guido^ 

NOTE XXIII. Verse 303. 

No mean hifforian to record their praifeJ] Gcorg 
Vaiari, to whom we are indebted for a mod valuabl 
hiflory of Italian painters, was born at Arezzo i 
Tufcany 151 1. — Though the fame of the auth 
feems to have eclipfed that of the artift, he rofe 
confiderable eminence as a painter, and has left u; 
particular and entertaining account of himC<;U ^wd 
piifiurcsw the clcfe cf his great work — ^\X *\^ Vitoo^^ 
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with an apology, in which he fpealcs of his own t. ^"^ 
lents, and extreme paHion for his ATt, in the moft m^^^ ^ 
deft and engaging manner. — His generous defire of d^ ^ 
ingjurtice to the merit of others is moft happily r^' ^ 
warded in the following Elogy, by the rreat Thu^^^ 
nus : 

" Ob excellentiam artis, quam hiftoria accurate ^^^. 
eleganter fcripta illuftravit, Georgius Vafarius meruit - 
ut inter viros ingenio & literis praeftantes accenferetu^ - 
Is Aretii in Etruria natus, pi6lor & architedlus noftr"^^ 
setate praeftantiflimus, diu magno Etruriae Duci Cofinccr:^ 
omnium liberalium artium, inter quas pidtura et ar^"^ 
chitedtura ut refvirrentur obtinuit, fauton eximio nava- — ^ 
vit ; editis pafllm ingenii fui ad ftupendum omuiur^^ 
fpe6taculum monumentis, ct tandem hoc anno cli^ ^ 
madlerico fuo v kalend Quintil, vivis exemptus eft |E^ 
exinde ficuti teftamerto caverat, Florentia ubi decel- — 
fit, Aretium in patriam tranflarus ; quo loco in prin-^-^ 
cipali iecundum fedem Hpifcopalem templo in facellc^^ 
ab ipfo juxta fumptuolb et admirando arcificio exftruc— ^ 
to lepultus,'* 

Thuanu3 fub ann. I574. 

NOTE XXIV. Verse 322. 

On her pure Style fee mild Boh:rna claim,'] The 
French author quoted above, under the article Ca- 
racciy not only I'peaks wich the greateft warmth of the 
obligation, which Tainting owes to Lodovico Caracci, 
for having railed it from thi^t ftate of corruption, into 
which it had fallen in a'l the fchools of Italy; but at 
the fame time points out alio the various manicrifts who 
had chiefly contributed to its dehalement. 

The ftyle introduced by Lodovico is recommended 
by that excellent judge Sir Jolhua Reynolds (See Dif- 
courle 1769) as better luited to grave and dignitied fub- 
je6ls than the richer brilliancy of Titian. 

NOTE XXV. Verse 325. 

-7iV/V?ft'j golden rays,] This cxprefli- 



on is borrowed from tlie clofe of that elegant fentence 

of 
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of modern Latin, which the author of Fizoiborne'a 
Letters has fo juftly commended, " Aureo Titiani ra- 
^io, qui per totam tabulam glifcens earn ver6 fuani 
^^nunciat.'* Sec his excellent letter on metaphors, 
I>> SO, 

NOTE XXVI. Verse 333. 

j^nd RaphaePi Grace tmtfl yield to Rembrant'*s Force^V 
Kembrant Van Pryn, born near Leyden 1606, died 
^t Amfterdam 1674, cr, according to fome accounts^ 
a 668. The numerous works of this great maftcr, botK 
'^^ith the engraver and pencil, have rendered him uni- 
"v^erfally known. His fingular ftudies, and the 
pride which he fcems to have taken in the natural 
^CTce of his genius, appear (Irongly marked in the two 
Allowing paffages of his PVcnch Biographer, 

" Les miirs de fon attelier couverls de vieux habits, 
^e piques, et d'armures extraordinaires etoient toutes 
f^s etude?, ainfi qu'une armoire pkine d'etoffes anci- 
^nnes, & d'autrcs choles pareillcs qu'il avoit coutume 
^'appellcT fes antioues. — Rembrant, qui fe glorifioit dc 
'•'avoir jamais vu rltalie, le dit un jour que Vandick 
I'etcit venu vifiter a Amllerdam : & qui lui repondit, 
** Je le vcis b'en." Rembrant naturellement brufque 
reprit : ** Q-n cs ta pour me parlor de la furte ?" — 
Vandick repondit j ** Mcnfitur, je lais Vandick, pour 
^ous ftrrir." — ALrcgc: do la Vie des plus fameux Pein- 
^es, Tom. III. p. 113. 

NOTE XXVn. Verse 336. 

Te-, Hollandy thy urrjieorieil l(?bottfs mif",^ There- 
is no article of talle, on which difi'erent writers have 
run more warmly into the oppofite extremes of ad- 
miration and contempt, than in edimating the painters 
of Holland. Thofe who are enchanted by the fub- 
Jime conceptions of the Roman fcho J, are too apt pre- 
cipitately to condvimn every elfort of the Dutch pen- 
cil as a contemptible performance ; while thofe^ who 
are fatisfied with minute and faithful delineations of 
nature, find abfclute perfedlicn in the very pidlures, 
D 5 whic'fi 
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which are treated by others with the moft fupercilioi 
cegled. — But found and impartial judgment fee™ 
equally to difdaim this hafly cenfure, and this ino^^i 

dinate praife ; — and ranking the n»oft eminent Dutc = 

artifti below the great Italian mafters, yet allov^^^ 
them confiderable and peculiar merit. — A French ai^^ 
thorfays, I think not unhappily, of the Dutch patn^V 
en, that they are *' Dans la peinture, ce que le c€^= 
xnique & le plaifant font dans la poefie." In defig— ^ 
their fort is certainly humour, and they have frequently - 
carried it to great perfection. 

NOTE XXVIII. Verse 360. 
Proud of the praife by Ruben i* pencil ivon.'\ Sir Pe- "^ 
ter Paul Rubens, who is happily ftiled by Mr. Wal- ^ 
pole, '* The Popular Painter," was bom at Cologne 
1577, and died of the gout at Antwerp 1640. Th^^^ 
bmory of his life farniflies a moft ftriking incentive tcJ^ 
the young painter*s ambition. — 1 he many accoropliih— ^ 
ment» which he poffeft, the infinitude of works which^ 
he produced, the reputation and efteem, the variou^^ 

honours and ample fortune, which he ^ juftly acquir 

ed,. prefent to the mind an animating idea of what may^ 
be expected from a happy cultivation of talents in a. 
courfe of conilant and fpirited application. Though 
he vidted the court cf Charles the Firll in the public 
character of an ambaflador, it does net appear how lon^ 
he'refided here; — Mr. Walpole conjeitures about a 
year. — Hispidtures in the cieling at Whitehall were 
not painted in England ; which perhaps is the reafon 
he has been at the pains of finifbing them fo neacly> 
that they will bear the neareft infpe^ion ; for he mull 
have well known how greatly the reputation of any 
work depends on its firft happy impretlion on the pub-^ 
lie, and concluded his jrtdures would be viewed by 
the king and court inftantly on their arrival,, and that 
the critics would not be candid enough to delay their 
remarks on them till they were elevated to their intend- 
ed height. This noble work was falling into decay,^ 
from which ftate it has been lately relcued by that. 
cxceUgnt artiil Mr. Cipriani^ to whofe care it has been 

moH. 
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mod judicioufly committed to be cleaned and repaired. 
—Rubens received fur this work Xs^^^' 

NOTE XXIX. Verse 368. 
Her foft Vandyke^ while graceful portrjtts pleafe,"]' 
Sir Anthony Vandyke, the celebrated fcholar of Ru- 
bens, died of the fame diforder which proved fatal to 
his raafter, and at a much earlier penod of life. He 
was born at Antwerp 1598, expired in Black Fryars 
164 1, and was buried in St. PauPs, near the tomb of 
John of Gaunt. On his firfl vifit to England he re- 
ceived no encouragement from the Court, but Charles, 
becoming foon afterwards acquainted with his merit, 
fent him an invitation to return. Vandyke embraced 
the offer with joy, and the king, who fhev/ed him, by 
frequent fittings, the mofl fiattering marks of efleera, 
conferred on him the honour of knighthood in 1632, 
rewarding him 'alfo v/ith the grant of an annuity of 
£200 for life. 

NOTE XXX. Verse 371. 
From FLinders firjl the fecr?t ponjjer jhe caught, '^ 
The Low Cour tries, though little celebrated for in- 
ventive genius, have given to mankind the two fignaF 
difcoverics, which have impartec^, as it were, a new 
\ital fpirit both to Literature and to Painting. This 
honour however has been brought into queftion — Ger- 
many made a flrong, but unfuccefsful effort to rob Hol- 
land of the glory which flie derives from the firft inven- 
tion of Printing : and Painting in oil (it has been faid) 
was known in Italy before the time of John- N^an Eyck, 
or Jchn of Bruges, as he is commonly called ; to whom 
that difcovery is g<;nerally afcribed, about the year 

1410. But Vafari, in his Life of Antonello da Mef- 

(ina, relates very particularly the circumflances of Van 
Eyck's invention, and the lublequent introdudion of ' 
the fecret into Italy. A mod learned antiquarian and. 
entertaining writer of our own time has fuppcfed that 
Van Eyck might poiTibly " learn the fecret of wCvxv^^xV 
in Enoji^iand^ aad cake tte honour gf . tk<i mNtiiUc^.Tv\.«i 
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himfelf, as we were then a country little known to tb^ 
world of arts^ nor at leilure, from the confulion of th^ 

times, to claim the difcovery of fuch a fecret." ^ 

Walpdie's Anecdotes of Painting^ Vol. I. p. 29. — T*^^ 
conjecture is not without fome little foundation, — 1^^\ 
the conjedtural claims which either Italy or Engla.^^ 
can produce to thij excellent invention, are by ^^^ 
means fufficiently ftrong to annihilate the glory of tr::^^ 
happy and ingenious Fleming. 

NOTE XXXK Verse 375. 

Where fumptuous Leo courted e^uery Mufe,"] T-^ 
name of Medicis is familiar to every lover of the fi^ 
arts. John de Medicis, the Cardinal,, was raifed 
the papal See I5.i3. -He continued that liberal patrc^" 
nage and encouragement to learning, which had befo: -** 
di(Titigui(bed his illuftrious femily. He was profufe ai^^ 
magnificent. The various, and celebrated produdUor:^^ 

of tafte and genius under his pontificate, clearly mai 

the age of Leo the Xth* as one of the great seras of lit^ ' 
rature.. 

NOTE XXXII. Verse 385. 

The fage Pouffin, nx:ith purefl fancy fraught^ Ni- 
colas Pouflin was born at Andely in Normandy 1 594 : 
one of his firft patrons was the whimfical Italian poet 
Marino, who being ftruck with fome frefco works of the 
young painter at Paris, employed him in fome defigns 
from nis own poem I'Adone, and enabled him to under- 
take an expedition to Rome. He was recalled from 
thence by Cardinal Richelieu in 1640, but upon the 
death of Richelieu and the king, he returned to Rome,, 
where he ended a life of primitive fimplicity and patient 
applicatioi^ in i665, 

NOTE XXXIIL Verse 393. 
Then roje Le Brun^ his fcholar^ and his friend, "X 
Charles Le Brun, univerfally known by his Battles o£ 
Alexander,, and his {reatife en the paifions,. was bom 
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in Paris 1619: having prefided over the French Aca- 
demy, with great reputation, more than forty y<.ars, 
he died in 1690, partly, as the author of the Abrdgc 
alTarea us, from the chagrin which he received from a 
cabal raifed againil him in favour of the rival Mignard ; 
but neither his own works, nor the partial favour of his 
patron Louvois, nor the friendihip of Moliere, who 
has written a long poem in his praife, have been able to 
wife Mignard to the level of Le Brun. 

NOTE XXXIV. Verse 399. 

Thy daivriy Le Sueur, announced a happier iofte."] 
£uftache Le Sueur, (who, without the advantage of 
^udying in Italy, approached nearer than any of his 
Countrymen to the manner of Raphael) was a native of 
Paris. Le Brun, who came to vifit him in his laft mo- 
nients, is reported to have faid on quitring his chamber, 
** Que la mort alloit lui tirer une groffe epine du Pied." 
If he was pofllble of uttering fuch a fentiment, at fuch 
a rime, he thoroughly deferved the fate, which is men- 
tioned in the preceding Note. 

NOTE XXXV. Verse 405. 
Though Frefnoy teaches, in Horatian fong»'\ Charles 
Alfonfe du Frefnoy, author of the celebrated Latin 
poem de Arte graphica, very haflily tranflated into 
Englifh profe by Dryden, was himfeif a painter of 
fome eminence, and the intimate friend of Mignard. 
He died in a village near Paris, at the age of forty- 
four, in 1665. 
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NOTE XXXVI. VERtE 15. 

^.Vq UGH foreign Theo'ifls, <mth Syflem blind.'] The 
vain and frivolous speculations of fome eminent 
-French authors, concerning our national want of ge- 
*>"ius for the fine arts, are refuted with great (pirit in 
^n ingenious efTay by Mr. Barry ; entitled, ** An En- 
<Juiry into the real and imaginary Obflruftions to the . 
^cquifition of the Arts in England." As this work 
highly diftinguiflies the elegance of his pen, his Venus 
riling from the lea does equal honour to his pencil. 

NOTE XXXVII. Verse 33. 

Fierce Harry reign* d, ivhoy fcon nvitb pleafure cUyJ,"] 
In this fliort account of the influence which the dif- 
ferent charafters of our fovereigns have had on the pro- 
grefs of national Art, the Author is indebted principallj 
tj Mr. Walpole's Anecdotes of Fainting. 

NOTE XXXVIII. Verse 45. 

Untaught the moral force of Art to feeh'] An accom- 
plilhed Critic of our own time has touched on the moral 
efficacy oj Pidure, with his ufual elegance and erudi- 
tion. After having illuftrated the fubjtdl from the wri- 
ting of Ariftotle and.Xenophon,, he concludes his re- 
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marks with the following refledtion : — *' Yet, condde^ffi 

ing its va^ power in morils, one cannot enou^ lamei ' 

the ill deftiny of this divine art, which, from the chaftn^ 
handmaid of Virtue, hath been debauched, in violenc — = 
of her nature, to a fhamelefs proftitute of Vice, an«^ 
procurefs of pleafure." — Hurd's Note on the followin ^^ 
line of Horace : 

** Sufpefidit pi 3 a vuitum ment unique tabella,'''* 
To this let me add oneobfervation for the honour o-^ 
OUT Englifh artifts I — The proftitution of the pencil^ 
fo juftly lamented by this amiable tvriter^ is^perBap^s: 
lefs frequent in 'this' kingdom, than in any country-^ 
whatever, in which Painting has been known to rife tcc::^ 
an equal degree of perfeftion. 

NOTE XXXIX. Verse 93. 

Tet to thy Palace Kneller's jhill f up plied,'] Sir God- 
frey Kneller, born at Lubec 1646, fettled in England 
1674, was knighted by King William, created a i}.i. 
ronet by George the Firil, and died 1723. — No Painter 
was ever more flattered by the Mufes ; who gave him 
credit for talents which he never difplayed. Dry den 
fays, in his enchanting Epidle to Knelltr : 

Thy genius, boundc 

Drudges on petty (" 

A more exalted 
But the drudgery of the Poet arcfe from the mod cruel 
neceility ; that of the Painter, from avarice, the bane 
of excellence in every profeiTion !— If Sir G)dfrey had 
any talents for hiftory, which is furely .very doubtful, 
we Lave, as Mr. Walpole well obferves, no reafon to 
regret that he was confined to portraits, as his pencil 
has faithfully tranfmitted to us ^^ jo many ornaments of 
an illujirious agf^'*' 

Though I have partly fubfcribed to the general idea, 
that William, in whole reigi this Painter principally 
flourilhed, ** contributed nothing to the advancement 
of arts," yet I mull oblerve, that his employing Kneller 
to paint the Beauties at Hampton Court, his rewarding 
him with knighthood^ and the additional prefent of a 

geld 



ting iLpiiuc tJ ivneiicr : 
Lindcd by the times, like mine, "J 
^ dra ights, or dares dcrfign > 

work, and more divine. J 
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gold medal and cliain, weighing ^300, may juftify 
tiliofe lines of Pope, which dcf'crihe ** The Hero, 
'V^'illiam" as an encourager of Puir.tiiig. 

NOTE XL. Vi::i5E 97. 
IVhiU piirfial tafte from mo'lefi h'iiy fttrn^d] John 
R^iley was born in London 1646 : Mr. Walpole relates 
3^ n anecdote of his being much morcified by Charles the 
Second; who, looking at his own pi6ture, exclaim'd, 
** Is this like me ? then, Ods-fifh, I am an ugly fel- 
low."— The fame author fays happily of this artifl-, 
**Wich a quarter of Sir Godfrey's vanity, he might 
^ave perfuaded the world he v/as as great a mafter.'* 
Notwithfhnding his extreme modi fty, he had the good 
^rtune to be appointed Principal Fainter, foon after the 
*^evolution, but died an early martyr to the gout 1691. 

NOTE XLL VtRSE loi. 
And T/wnhili^s Maze of AHfjrory ^ilt,] Sir James 
Thomhill, born in Dc^fetlhire 1676, was nephew to 
^jie celebrated Sydenham, and educated by the libera- 
lity of that great phyfician. He afterwarcls acquired a 
*ery ample fortune by his own profeJion j was in par- 
liament for Weymouth, knighted by George the Second/ 
and died 1732. — His talents, as a painter, are univer- 
My known, from his principal works at Greeuwich, 
St. Paul's, &c. 

NOTE XLII. Verse hi. 

The youthful Noble y on a princely plan,"] About twenty 
years ago, the prefent Duke of Richmond opened, in 
his houl'e at Whitehall, a gallery for artifts, completely 
filled with a fmall but well-chofen collection of cads 
from the antique, and engaged two eminent artifts to 
fuperintend and dired the lludents, — This noble en- 
couragement of art, though fuperfeded by a royal 
eftabliihment, is ftill entitled to remembrance and ho- 
nour : it not only ferved as a prelude to more exten- 
five inftitutions, but contributed much towards forming 
forac capital artifts of the prefent time, The name 



/ 
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of Mortimer is alone fufficient to refledt a confiderabl^ 
iuftre on this early fchool. 

NOTE XUII. Verse 134. 

Teach but thy tranfient tints no more to flj^ Al- 
though the fuperior excellencies of this admirable ar- 
tifl make us peculiarly regret the want of durability 
in his exquifire produdions j yet he rs far from being 
the only artift, whofe pictures foon difcover an ap- 
pearance of precipitate decay. Fugitive colouring 
feems indeed to be the chief defeft among our prefent 
^^^.^'^'gjffnters in oil; and it muil be the mo(t ardent wiih 
f^^'""^ Jbi every lover of art, that fo great an evil may be 
/efFedtually remedied. As the Royal Academy is a 
fociety of enlightened artitis, eftablifhed for the im- 
provement of every branch of painting, it may be 
hoped, that they will pay attention to this mechani- 
cal point, as well as to the nobler acquirements of art, 
and employ fome perfon, who has patience and abi- 
lities for fuch an ofike, to difcover, by a courfe of 
experiments, to what caufe this important evil is ow- 
ing. If it be found to arife from the adulteration o£ 
colours, oils, and varnilhes, might it not be eligible 
foi the Academy to follow the example of another 
profelfion, who, where health and life are concerned^ 
obviate the difficulty of getting their articles genuine 
from the individual trader, by opening a (hop at the 
expence of the Society, to prepare and fell the vari- 
ous ingredients, free from thofe adulterations which 
private interefts might otherwife produce ? 
, But there may be no juft ground of complafnt 
againft the integrity of the colourman, and thi« fai- 
lure may perhaps arife from the arrift's mixing his 
colours, and their vehicles in improper proportions to 
each other; that is, inllead of painting with oil pro- 
perly thickened with colour, ufing oil only fully 
ftaincd with it, to which a proper confidence (or body- 
as the painters call it) is given by ftrong gum var- 
nilhes; in ihort, ufing more vehicle than colour^ by 
which, although moft brilliant and tranfparent etfedU 
amy be produced^, yet the paitvcU^ di coVoui -ix^ xc^^ 
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mxh attenuated, and diviJ^ from each otlitT, and 
confequently Icfs a'.Ie to witmland the deflru^tive ac- 
tion c flight. If the deficiency coirpluincd of ori^inatei 
from this fource, the Acad-'iny, hy a careful courfc 
of experiments, mny be able cleariV to afccnain what 
preparJtions of the more delicate colours are moft 
durable ; what oils and varr.ilhes will beft preferve the 
original brilliancy of the puint; what are the beft pr(K 
portions for this purpofe in which they can be ufed ; 
and how far glazing (that almoft irrefiftiblo temptation 
to oil -painters) may or may not !)e depended on. All 
thefe points are at prefent fo far from being known 
with certainty, that perhaps there are not two pain- 
ters, who think perfe6tly alike on any one of them. 
The author hopes, that the gentlemen of the pencil 
will pardon his prefuming to offer a hint on this de- 
licate fubje£t, with which he does not pretend to be 
intimately acquainted. The ideas, which he has 
thus ventured to addrefs to them, arife only from the 
moft ardent wilb, that fature ages may have a juft 
and adequate fenfe of the flourilhing ftate of paint- 
ing in England in the reign of George the Third, and 
that our prefent excellent anifts may not be reduced 
to depend on the uncertain hand of the engraver for 
the elleem of pofterity. 

A very liberal Critic, * in his flattering remarks on 
the Poem, feems, in fpeiking of this note, to miftake 
a little the meaning of its author, who alluded only 
to that defevSt in colouring, where the finer tints are 
fo managed, for the fake of an immediate and (hort- 
liv'd brilliancy, that they (ink very foon into no co- 
lo..r at all. He did not mean to touch on thofe 
changes in Painting, where the colours all grow dark- 
er, the lights become brown, and the Ihadows one 
mafs of black. This is likewile a great evil, and calls 
aloud for redrefs. Perhaps the Critic above men- 
tioned has pointed out the true caufe of this defedt, 
«r/2r. the indifcriminate blending of the colours,, and 
the not ufing pure, iimple, uncompounded tints. 

• Vide the Ccailanm\ Magazmc for HovcmW, \1*\%^ V» V»^* 
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NOTE XLIV. Verse 138. 

The leading prir.cides of libera] Art^ I embrace 
with plealure the opportunity of paying this tribute to 
the great artift here mentioned, who is not only at the 
head of his own prtfv::inon, but may juftly be ranked 
among the firll writers of the a^e. His difcourfes, 
not merely calculated for the improvement cf the 
young artifls to whom they are addrefled, contain all 
the principles cf true and univerfal tafte, embellilhtd 
with great brlliiancy of imagination, and with equal 
force of expreifion. 

NOTE XLV. VtRSE 151. 

Thy Ugolino^ ^r.] As the fubje£l cf this admira- 
ble picture is taken from a poet fo little known to the 
Engliih reader as Dante, it may not perhaps be im- 
pertinent to fay, thit in Richardfon^s difcourfe on 
the Science of a Connoifteur, there is a tranflation of 
the ftory in EngliOi blank vcrfc. A young and noble 
author, now living, has obliged the world with^a 
tranflation ofitiarh)me. — As to the pidure, no art}|l 
could cxprefs more happily the wild and fublirac fpifit 
of the poet from whom he drew. We may juftlv apply 
to him the compl'raent which a lively Italian addrvlfed 
to a great man of his o\vn country, but of far inferior 
expreifion. 

^'Fabro gentil, ben fui, 
Ch' ancor tra^ico cafo e* caro Oggetto, 
E che fpeflb 1' Horror va col Diletto." 

Marino » 

NOTE XLVI. Verse 165. 
Nov> Art exult i 'with annual triumphs gayJ] While 
we are delighted with the increafing fplendor of thefe 
annual entertainments, it is butjuft to remember, that 
we are indebted to the Society of Arts and Sciences 
for our firft public exhibition of Paintings. The dif- 
ferent focieties of artift s foon followed fo excellent an 
example ; and our rapid and various ira^rovementi 
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in this lovely art reflect the higheH: honour on this 
happy inllitution. Our exhibitions at ovce afford both 
the beft nurfery for the prcteftion of i ^fant genius, 
and the noblcft field for the difplay of accoinplifhed 
merit: nor do they only adminifter to the benefit of 
the an id, and the pleafure of the public : they have 
Am a more exalted tendency 5 and when national 
fubjedts are painted with dignity and force, our exhi- 
bitions may juftly be regarded as fchools of public 
virtue. Perhaps the young fol-lic-r can never he 
more warmly animated to the fervice of his country, 
than by gazing, with the drli^hted public, on a fub- 
lime picture of the expiring hero, wlio died with 
glcry in her defence. But, nor to dv/ell on their pow- 
er of infpiring material cnthMiiarai, our exhii)iciv>n8 
may be (aid to have a happy iuiljence on the man- 
ners and morals of thafe, who iill the di.^erent de- 
partments of- more tranquil iifi. In fapport of this 
fentiment I beg leave to tranfcribe the folio/, ingjudi- 
cilDus remark from an anonymous author, who has 
htely obliged the public with two little volumes of 
tk'gant and fpirited effays. — '* They, whole natural 
feelings have been properly i.nproved by culture, 
nor have yet become callous by aurition with the 
world, know from experience, how the heart is molli- 
fied, the manners poiifhcru, and tlu temper Avcct- 
ened, by a well-direwtcd ihidy of the arcs of imicati jn. 
The fame fw^afibility of arti.icial excellence, «xte'.ids 
itfelftothe }K;rccption ofnituril and moral beauts j 
and the {Ir.d-int returns frjm the arti^ls gallery to 
his llation in focie.y, wi;'i a jroal mjre diipjled 
to feel and to reverberate the endc-ariiients of focial 

life, and of reciprocal ben^volencj." Knox's Ll- 

fays, moral and literary, 177^, p. 26.;, on Sculpture. 

NOTE XLVll. Verse 243. 

T^ Talents^ Hogarth f ^.\] V/illiam Hog.irth was 
born in London, 1698, and put apprentice to an en- 
graver of the mofi: ordinary Clafs; but his comic ta- 
lents, which are laid to have appeared firit in the 
prints to Hudibras, Ibon railed him to fame and for- 
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tune. — He ir.arried a daughtT of Sir James Tlrorn* 
hill, and died :7^4. — The j^eculiar merits cf his pen- 
cil are unqueflionable. His Analjfis at Beauty has 
been forr.d more open to dil'ijutc ; but however the 
greater adepts in the fcience may ditfer on its princi- 
ples, it may certainly be called an honourable monu- 
ment cf his geniui and application. 

NOTE XL VIII. Verse 357, 

fi^i^-ofe nf^e/y Ti'inn cnllt for iU-pnid Gclc/,'] Rich- 
ardfon has fallen ii:to a miilalce concerning the famous 
Danae, and oJier pictures of Titiai, which he fays 
(in quoting a letter of Titian's v\ithout coi>(idering its 
addrefs) were painted for Henry the Vlllth of Ung- 
land, a t)rant indeed, voluptuous, and cruel, but 
ftiii lefs ditc'.Uble ch .n tlie fullen aid unnatural Phi- 
lip the Ud of Spiij', who tilled up the meafureof his 
fupetior guilt by the horrid alikflination ofhis fon. Phi** 
lip, on his nurriage with Mary, aflumed the title of 
King of England; and to him I'itian addrelfed the let- 
ter, which fpeaksof the pictures i.i queflion : the paint- 
er frequently mentions his attachment to his unworthy 
pacrtm. 

His folicitudc to enflire his protection and favour U 
ftrongl} marked in tiie fuilowing fnort pafiage of a letter 
which he addrelfed to one of Philip s atceudducs. 
•* Mando ora la pocfia di venere e Adonc, nclla quale 
V. S. vedra, quanto fpirito e amore fo mettere i*cW 
opere di fua Maefia." — Raccoltu, torn, ii. p. 21. 

How poorly this great artiil was rewarded for Lis 
ill-directed labour, appears very fvjrcibi) in a long lu- 
ter of complaint, which he had fpirit ciiou^;h to addreft 
to the king on the nuny hirdll ips he fa^i'eled in being 
unable to obtain the payment cf the penfion which hud 
been granted co him by the emperor Charles the Vth. — 
Raccoltd, torn. ii. p. 379. 

NOTE XLIX. Verse 424, 

Bid ingUJb pemili honour Enalijh itorth,'] The 
great encouragement gi\en our paiat>irs to feleft fub- 
jeCts froai Engiiih hiilory, has ui late years been very 
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.ble. Many individuals of rank and fortune 
•amoted this laudable plan with fptrit and ef- 
nd the Society of Arts and Sciences have con- 
leir premiums to fubjeds taken froEi the BriLJih 

NOTE L. Verse 4^5- 
ivfmnded Sidney , Bayard* s ferf'd Fefr,"] The 
, the amiable and accomplilV>ed Sir Philip Sid- 
.y be juftly placed on a level with the noHIe 
, •* Le Chevalier fans pejt & fans rcpri)che,'* 
glory has of late received new luftre from the 
Robertfon and the pencil of We'>. The (hi't- 
le here alluded to, which preceded the death 
-y, has not yet, I belicjve, appeired upon can- 
it is fbrcihly dtlcribed b} the nobie and .nthnfi- 
iend of kidney, the Lord Brooke. — St;e E'.o- 
Britan. Art. Sidney. 

particulars aifo are minutely defcriSed, and 
eat feeling, in a letter from his uncle Leicef.er 
Xli^>mas Heneage, quoted in Collin's Memoirs 
>idiiies. The tide of national admiration flow- 
r ftrong in favour of Sidney, when Mr. \Val- 
a fpeaking of Lord Eroo':e, appeared to check 
rent i but the merits of Sidney are fufficient to 
wn all oppufition. — Indead of jcining the ele* 
thor I have mentioned, in confidering ir Fliiiip 
as ** an aiionilhi ig ohje6l of tt-mpcrary admira- 

1 am furpriied that lb judicious an author Ihonid 
ueftiun lb fair a tide to univtrfal regard. The 
g and muniikence, the courage und courtefy of 
endeared him to every nmk, and he juftly chal- 
the lat'iiig attedion of his coL:nt-y frwm the clof- 
ne. ijf his life, in which hcroii.n and humanity 
beautifully blended. 1 never can thi.ik this ac- 
Qicd character any wa;s degraded by his hiving 
I a tedious romance (in which howev-.r there are 
Touches tf cxquihte beauty and fpirir) to amulc 

amiable lifter, whom he tenderly ioved \ or by 
ving tlireatcned an unworthy fcrvant of his fa- 
wicli death in a bally billet, merely to iniimidate 
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a=-i df!;r iL'-frorr. r'-e f-rjne c: -^minion of an infii* 
iiKfUS brti Ji cf tru'i, in optni -ig his letters. 

NOTE U. Vlrse 462. 

Tl'* cTcic Dti:iri*rr r " /:V ^/>r*:jri A/ff»-^.] Marga** 
re:, tiJc!*: diJg::er cf t^e celebrated Sir Thomas 
y.^'s. Th* I'ccne wh^h I ha\e propofed for the fub- 
;e::i.f J y^ici-re, is tikea frjin the following pafTage in 

" After Sir Thcmas More was beheaded, ibe took 
cire for the buriil cf his bcdy in the chapel of St. Pe- 
tjr*s iJ Vincula, wiJiin the precinfts of the Tower, 
a-.d afrerx'-irGs ire procured his corpfe to be removed, 
a-:db--7i-d in t!;e c'lanctl of the church of Chelfea, 
a- >ir Tnomas More, in his life-time, had appointed. 
His heid ha\ ir.g rexained a'oout fourteen days upon 
London Bridge, and bein^ to be caft into the Thames 
t3 r.ilwe room for others, Ihe bought it. For this ihe 
wasfummoned before the co .ncil, as the fame author 
relates, and behaved with the greateft hrmnefs, jufiify- 
inj her conduct upon prir^cipies of humanity and hlial 
piety. She was, howc\tr, imprifoned, but foon re- 
Itraf-d, and d\ing nine years after her father, at the age 
of thirty-fix, wi»s b^rird ut St. Dunftan's, in Canter- 
bury. The head cf her fi:!icr, which (he had prefervcd 
with religious veneration, in a box of lead, was, at her 
parti c alar requeft:, committed with her to the grave. 
It v/as feen (landing on her coffin in the year 171 5, 
when the vault of die Roper (herhufband's) family was 
opened." See Lallird's Memoirs of Learned Ladies, 

P' 3^' 

The character of tliis amiable woman is happily- 
drawn both b) Addifon and Walpole. — She married, 
at the age of twentv, William Roper, Efquire, of Kent, 
to the intinite farisfaclion of her lather ; for Ihe feems to 
Jiave been the deareft objedl cf his paternal afte^ion, 
which is very ftrongly marked in his letters addrelled to 
her. She was indeed moft eminently diilinguilhed by 
her learning, in an age, when the graces of the mind 
wtffc rc^'dTdad as an elfential arciclc in female educa- 
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rion : but the beauty and force of her filial piety reflects 
a (till fuperior luftre on this accomplilhed woman. 
There is more than one paflage in her life, which would 
fiimifli an admirable fubjed for the pencil. Her i.t r- 
view with her father, on his return to the Tower, is 
mentioned as fuch by Mr. Walpole, 

NOTE LIL Verse 497. 

But, O f hew poor the pro/Irate Satan lies."] It 18 
remarkable, that the greateft painters have failed in 
this particular. Raphael, Guido, and Weft, are all 
deficient in the figure of Satan. Richardfon obferves, 
in his defcription of the pictures of Italy, — *' Je n'ai 
jamais vu d'aucun Maitre une reprefentation du Dia- 
blc, prince des Diables, qui me fatisfit." Page 500. 

In recommending this fubjeCt to the pencil, it may 
be proper to obferve, that it is not only extremely diffi- 
cult, but even attended with danger, if we credit the 
following curious anecdote, in a medical writer of great 
reputation ; ■ Spinel! o fameux Peintre Tofcan ayant 
peint la chute des anges rebelles donna des traits fi tjr- 
ribles i Lucifer, qu'il en fut lui meme faifi d'horreur, 
& tout le refte de fa vie il crut voir continuellement ce 
Demon lui reprocher de Pavoir reprefent6 fous une fi- 
gure fi hidieule. 

Tiflbt de la Sante des Gent de Lettres. 
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cuju8 ego intbritu tota de mbnte fu6avi 
hac stuoia, atqjjb omnes oelicias animi. 

hotescatque magis mortuus atcjue magi3, 
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N vain, (ktr X<Jbnirof» thy kind ddire 
To wake the embers of poetic fire f 
To clear the mind, wjsere Griefs dark ihadows lower. 
And Fancy dies by Sorrow's freezing power I 
In vain would Friend(bip*a chearing voice fuggeft 5 
Her flatterwg vilions to the Poet's. breafti 
That public favour calls, with juft demand, 
Th' expedted volui>ie from his lingering hand : 
Loft are thofe anxious hopes, that eager pride. 
With thee, ray Thornton, they declin'd, they died. 10 
Friend of my opening foul ! whole love began 
To hail thy Poet, ere he rank'd as man ! 
Whole praife, like dew-drops, which the early morn 
Sheds with mild virtue on the vernal thorn. 
Taught his young mind each fwell of thought to (hew, 1 5 
And'gave the germs of fancy ftrength to blow ! 
Dear, firm allociate of his ftudious hour. 
Who led his idler ftep to Learning's bower ! 

E 3 Tho' 
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Tho* young, impardng to his gicidier youth 

Thy thirft of fcience, and thy zeal for truth ! 20 

Ye towers of Granta, where our friendfliip grew. 
And that pure mind expanded to my view. 
Our love fraternal let thy walls atteft. 
Where Attic joys our letterM evening blefl j ,^ 

Where midnight, from, the cjiains irtfleep reliev'd,. 25 r^ 

Stole on our focial ftudies unperceiv'd ! , 

But not, my Thornton ! in that calm alone ^ 

Was thy mild genius, thy warm virtue known : i ' — 

When manhood mark'* thel«nir fijrfc f u fy ftrife, j ^ 

And led us to the crowded maze of life, 30 ^ 

From whence to fweet retirement's foothing (hade. 
Love and the Mufe thy willing friend convey'd ; 
Thy foul, more firm to join the ftrugigling crowd, | 
To nobler Themis toilforae homage 'voW\l^ ■ 

With zeal, devoting to her fa<ired tfirdne ^ ' 35 

A heafrt as uncomipted as her ovmi • 
Still as thy mind, with manly powers endued. 
The opening path of adive life purfued. 
And round the ripening field of bufinefs ranged. 
Thy heart, unwarp'd, unhardeti*d, uneftr^ngM, 40 
To early friendfhip ftlll retainM its truth. 
With all the warm integrity of youth. 

Whene'er affliction's force thy friend opprefl". 
Thou wer't the rock on which his cares might reft ; 
From thy kind words his rifing hopes v/ould own 45 
The charm^pf reafon in afl^eftion's tone. ' 
Where is the foothing voice of equal power. 
To take it's anguifh from the prefent hour? 
Beneath the prefTure of a grief fo juft. 
The lenient aid of books in vain I truft : 50 

They, 



( 79 ) 

The J, that could once the war of thought controul^ 

^nd banifh difcord from the jarring foul. 
Now irritate the mind they ufed to heal, 
Tlieyfpeak too loudly of the lofs I feel. 

Thou faithful cenfor of the Poet's ftrain, 5 J 

No more fivalt thou his finidng hope fuftain. 
No more, with ardent zeal's enlivening fire. 
Call from inglorious fhades his filent lyre i 
No more, as in our days of pleafure paft. 
The eye of judgment o'er his labours caft ; 60 

Keen to dlfcern the blemilhes, that lurk 
In the loofe texture cf his growing work » 
Eager to praife, yet refolute to blame. 
Kind to his verfe, but kinder to his fame* 

How may the Mufe, who profper'd by thy care, 65 
Now meet the public eye without defpair ? 
^ow, if harlh cenfures on her failings pour^ 
^er warmed advocate can fpeak no more : 
Cold are thofe lips, which breath'd the kind defence^ 
If fpleen's proud cavil ftrain'd her tortur'd fenfe >. 70 
Which bade her fong to public praife afpire. 
And callM attention to her trembling lyre. 
Ah ! CQuld ihe now,, thus petri-fied with griefy 
Find in fome lighter lay a vain relief 
Still muft ihe deem fuch verfe, if fuch could be, 7 J 
A wound tafriendibip, and a crime to thee ; 
Profanely u^ter'd at this facred time, ' 
When thy pale corfe demands her plaintive rhime. 
And Virtue,, weeping whom (he could not fave,, 
Calls the juft mourner to thy recent grave. 80 

E 4 Hail 
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Hail hallowM vault J whofe darkfome caverns hold 
A frame, though mortal, of no common mould ; 
A heart fcarce fullied with ia human flaw. 
Which fhun'd no duty, and tranfgrefsM no law ; 
In joy ftill guarded, in diftrefs ferene, 85 

•Thro' life a model of the golden mean. 
Which friendihip only led him to tranfgrefi, 
Whofe purer fpirit fandtifies excefs. 

Pure mind I whofe meeknefs, in thy mortal days, 
Purfuing virtue, dill retir'd from praife ) 90 

Nor wifhM that friendihip (hould on marble give 
That perfect image of thy worth to Kve, 
Which 'twas thy aim alone to leave impreft 
On the clofe tablet of her faithful breaft. 
If now her verfe againft thy wi(h rebel, 95 

And ftrive to blazon, what ihe lov'd fo well. 
Forgive the tender thought, the moral fong. 
Which would thy virtues to the world prolong ; 
That, refcued from the grave's oblivious (bade, 
Tixeirufeful luftre may be ftill furvey'd, loo 

Deaf to the penfive eye of fond regret. 
As light ftill beaming from a fun that's fet. 
Oft to our giddy Mufe thy voice has taught 
The juft ^bition of poetic thought ; 
Bid her bold view to lateft time extend, 105 

And ftriye tp make futurity her friend. 
If any verfe, her little art can frame. 
May win the partial voice of diftant fame. 
Be it the verfe, whofe fond ambition tries 
To paint thy mind in truth's unfading dyes„ 1 10 

Tho' firm, y?5 tender^ ardent, yet refin'd 5 
With Roman ftrength and Attic grace combin'd. 

What 
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What tho* undeckM with titles, power, and wealth, 
Great were thy generous deeds, and done by ftealth ; 
'^or thy pure bounty from obfervance ftole, 1 1 5 

Nor wi(h'd applaufe, but from thy confcious foul. 
^V thy plain tomb no fculptur'd form may (hew, 
No boaftful witnefs of fufpedled woe ; 
Yet heavenly (hades, that (hun the glare of day, 
To that dear {pot (hall nightly vifitspay: lao 

fale Science there (haH o'er her votary (Ire^ 
Herflow'rs, yet: moift with forrow's recent dew. 
*rhere Charity, Compa(Bon's lovely child, 
^n ruflic notes- pathetically wild. 
With grateful blelRngs bid riiy name endure, 125 
And mourn the patron of her \ illage-poor. 
E'en from the midnight (hew with mufic gay. 
The foul of Beauty to' thy tomb fliall dray. 
In fwc-et diflrartE^ion (^eal from prefent mirth. 
To f\gh unnoticM o'er the hallow'd earthy ij* 

Which hides thofe lips, that glow'd with tender fire. 
And fling her praifes to no common lyre: 
But Friendihip, wrapt in forrow's deepeft gloom, 
Shall keep the longeft vigils at thy tomb; 
Her wounded bread, difdainful of relief, 135 

There claims a fond prjjeeminence in grief. 

Short was thy life, but ah [ its thread how fine f 
46W pure the tpxture of the finifh'd line ! 
iVhat tho' thy opening manhood could not gain 
rhofe late rewards, maturer toils attain; 140 

lEope's' firmed promifes 'twas thine to raife. 
That merit's brighteft meed would grace thy lengthened 

days;' ' 

^or thine were Judgment's patient pov^ers, to draw 
Sntangled jiiftice from the nets c£ Jaw; 
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Thine firm Integrity, whofe language clear i45 

Ne'er fwellM with arrogance, or (hook with fear, 
Reafon's mild power, iinvex'd by mental ftrife, 
SwayM the calm current of thy uleful life j 
Whofe even courfe was in no feafon loft. 
Nor rough with ftorms, nor ftagnated by froft. 150^ 
In fcenes of public toil, or focial eafe, 
*Twas thine by firm fincerity to pleafe ; 
Sweet as the breath of fpring thy converfe flow'd. 
As fummer's noon-tide warmth thy friendlhip glow'd. 
O'er thy mild manners, by no art conftrain'd, 15$ 
A penfive, pleafing melancholy reign'd, 
Which won regard, and charm'd th' attentive eye, 
Like the foft luftre of an evening Iky : 
Yet if perchance excited to defend 
The injur'd merit of an abfent -friend, i6« 

That gentle fpirit, rous'd to virtuous ire. 
Indignant flalh'd refentment's noble fire. 

Tho* juft obfervance in thy life may trace 
A lovely model of each moral grace. 
Thy laft of days the nobleft leifon taught : i6j 

Severe inftrudioni and too dearly bought ! 
Whofe force from memory never can depart. 
But while it mends, muft agonize the heart. 
Tho' thy (hrunk nerves were deftin'd to fuftain 
Th' increafing horrors of flow-wafting pain ; 170 

Thofe fpirit-quenching pangs^ whofe bafe controul 
Cloud the clear temper, and exhauft the foul j 
Yet in that hour, when Death afTerts his claim. 
And his ftrong fummons (hakes the confcious frame ; 
When weaker minds, by frantic fear overthrown, 175 
Shrink in wild horror from the dread Unknown, 
Thy firmer foul, with Chriftian ftrength renew'd, 
AQfiQiHa hxigwv, noiby p?iva.iuWlvji«d, 
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(While thy cold grafp the hand of Friend&ip pretty 
And her vskn aid in faulc*ring accents bleft) 180 

With awe, but not as Superftition's flave, 
Survey'd the gathering diadows of the grave ; 
And to thy God, in deaths devoutly paid 
That calm obedience which thy life difplayM. 

Thou friend ? yet left me of the choicer few, 18 J 
Whom grief's fond eyes with growing love review 5 
O thou I whom mutual forrow will incline 
To mix thy fympathetic (ighs with mine ; 
Still be it ours to pay, with jufl: regret. 
At Friend(bip's facred (brine our common debt f 190 
Tho' doomM (fo Heaven ordains) to fee no more 
The gentle Being, whom we both deplore ; 
Painting (hall ft ill, fweet foothing art I fupply 
A form fo precious in affection's eye. 
Ah ? little thought we, in that happier hour, 195 

When our gay Mufe rehears'd the Pencil's powers 
To mourn that form in cold obftru6tion laid. 
And fee him only by the Pencil's aid ! 
Bleft be that pencil, every art be bleft. 
That ftamps his image deeper on our breaft f 200 

Oft let us loiter on his favourite hill, 
Whofe (hades the fadly-pleafing thought inftill; 
Recount his kindnefs, as we fondly rove. 
And meet his fpirit in the lonel) grove. 
At evening's penfive hour, or opening day, ;si05 

He yet (ball feem the partner of our way. 
Ble(l Spirit ! ftill thro' fancy's ear imjnirc 
TM calm of virtue to the troubled heart ! 
Corredkeach fordid view, each vain defire. 
And touch the mortal with celcftial fire ! 210 
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So may we ftill, in this dark fcene of earth. 
Hold fweet communion with thy living worth ^ 
And while our purer thoughts thy merit fcan^ 
Revere the Angel, as we lov'd the Man. 
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17 AV'RITE of Heaven, and friend of Earth ! 

Philanthropy, benignant Power f 

Whofe fons difplay no doubtful worth. 

The pageant of the pailing hour ! 

Teach me to paint, in deathlefs fbng. 

Some darling from thy filial throng, 

Whofe deeds no party-rage infpire. 

But fill th' agreeing world with one deHre, 

To echo his renown, refponfive to my lyre ! J 

Ah f whither Icad'ft thou ? whence that figh ? 
What found of woe my bofom jars ? 
Why pafs, where Mifery's hollow eye 
Glares wildly thro* thofe gloomy bars ? 
Is Virtue funk in thefe abodes,' 
Where keen Remocfe the heaxit corrodes i 
Where Guilt's bafe blood with frenzy b^ils. 
And filafphemy the mourn&ili fcene embroils ?•*- 
From thh Jokrxtsd gfaom my, ihudd'uQ|^tQkuVu^^\\%« 



( 8» ) 

But whence thofe fudden facred beams } 

Oppreffion drops his iron rod ! 

And all the bright'ning dungeon feems 

To fpeak the pre fence of a God, 

Philanthropy's defcending ray 

DifFuies unexpedled day ? 

Lovelicft of angels I — at her fide 

Her favourite votary (lands j — her Englifh pride. 

Thro' Horror's manfions led by this celeftial guide- 
Hail ! generous Howard I tho* thou bear 

A name which Glory's hand fablimc 

Has blazon'd oft, with guardian care. 

In characters that fear not Time ; 

For thee fhe fondly fpreads her wings,, 

For thee from Paradife (he brings. 

More verdant than her laurel bough. 

Such wreaths of facred Palm, as ne'er till now^ 

The fmiling Seraph twin'd around a mortal brovr^ 

That Hero's * praife ftall ever bloom. 
Who (hielded our infulted coaft ; 
And launch'd his light'ning to confume 
The proud Invadct^s routed hoft. • ' 

Brave perib rais'd his noble n^ine r^ ■ 
But thou denv'il thy njatchlefs fame 
From (cenes, where deadlier danger dwells ^ 
Whtre fierce Contagion, with affright, repels 
Valour's advent'fous (Vep from her malignant cells*^ 

Wherein the dungeon's loathfome (hade^ ;' 

The fpeechlefa Captive clanb hi» chain, ' j- . ' 

With heartlefs hope- to raite that aid „ .; ■ • ^ • / 

His feeWc cries 'have callM in vain: ^. . t {[ .:/. 
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^ine eye his dumb complaint explores ; 

^7 voice his parting breath reftores j 

^h cares his ghaftly vifage clear -^ 

Prom death's chill dew, with many a clotted tear, 
^ndto his thankful foul returning life endear. 

What precious Drug, or ftronger Charm, 

Thy conftant fortitude infpires 

h fcenes, whence, muttering her alarm, 
Med'cine *, with felfilh dread, retires ? 
Nor Charm, nor Drug, difpel thy feaw : 
Temperance, thy Iwtter guard, appears : 
For thee I fee her fondly fill 
Her cryftal cup from Nature*8 pureft rill $ 
Chief nourifher of life ! bed antidote of ill! 

I fee the hallowM (bade of Ha lei t» 
Who felt, like thee, for human woe. 
And taught the health-diffufing gales 
Thro* Horror's murky cells to blow, 

* Moifabat tacito Medidna timore. LvctBTint* 

"f ST£PHS2r Halss, miniflcr of Teddingtoa : he died at the 
age of 84, 1761 ; and has been juftly called ** An ornameat to 
*** his profefCoo, as a clergyman, and to his country, as a philo* 
*' Ibpher.*' 1 had the happinefs of knowing this excellent noan, 
when I was very young ; and well remember the' warm glow of 
benevolence which uled to animate his countenance, in relating 
the fuccefs of his varioas proje^s for the bAefit of mankind. I 
have frequently hcaril him dwell with great pieafuie on the forta* 
nate incident which led him to the dil'covery of his Ventilator, to 
^hich 1 have alluded. — He had ordered a new floor for one of his 
rooms; his carpenter not having prepared the work fo foon as he 
cxpe^ed, he thought the fcaibn improper for laying down new. 
boaidf, vthen they were brought to his houie, and gave orders for 
their being depoiited in his barn ; — from their accidental poiitioa 
im that place, he caught his 6rft ides of this ttfeful inveotiom 
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As thy protefling angel wait. 

To fave thee from the fnares of Fate, 

Commiirion'd from thfe Eternal Throne : 

I hear him praife, in wonder's warmeft tone. 

The virtues of thy heart, more adlive than his owii 

Thy foul fupplies new funds of health 
That fail not, in thy trying hour, 
ASove Arabia's fpicy wealth 
And Pharmacy's reviving power. 
The tranfports of the generous mind. 
Feeling its bounty to mankind, 
Infpirit every mortal part ; 
And, far more potent than precarious art. 
Give radiance to the eye, and vigour to tke heart. 

Bleft Howard ! wholiJce thee can feel 
This vital fpring in all its force ? 
New ftar of philanthropic zeal : 
Enlight'ning nations in thy courfe f 
And fliedding Comfort's heavenly dew 
On meagre Want's deferred crew ! 
Friend to the wretch, whom friends difclaim^ 
Who feels ftern Juftice, in his famifli'd fraxne^ 
A perfecuting fiend beneath an angel*^ name* 

Authority ! unfeeling power, 
Whofe iron lieart can coldly doom 
The Debtor, dragg'd from Pleafure*s bower. 
To ficken in the dungeon's gloom ! 
O might thy terror-ftrildng call, 
Frofufion's fons alone inthrall ! 
But thou canft Want with Guilt confound : 
Thy bonds the man of virtuous toil furround. 
Driven by malicious Fate within thy dreary boun 
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How favage are thy ftern decrees ? 
Thj cruel minifter I fee 
A weak, laborious vidlim feize, 
% worth entitled to be free ! 
Behold, ia the afflicting (Ixifc, 
Tie faithful partner of his life, 
h vain thj ruthlefs fervant qourt. 
To fpare her little children's fole fupport 
^om this terrific form has frightened from their fport. 

Nor weeps (he only from the thought^ 
Thofe infants muft no longer ihare 
His aid^ whofe daily labour bought 
The pittance of their fcanty fare. 
The horrors of the loathfome jail 
Her inly-bleeding heart aflail : 
£*en now her ft;ar89 from, fondieft bred, 
)ee Ae loft partner of her faithful bed 
Drop, in that murd*rous fcene, his pale, expiring headt 

Take comfort yet in thefe keen pains, 
^'ond mourner ! che<;k thy guQiing tears I 
The dungeon now no more contains 
rhofc perils which thy fancy fears : 
^0 more Contagion's baleful breath 
jpeab it the hideous cave of Death : 
Howard has planted fafcty there i 
*ure minifter of light ! his heavenly care 
^as purg'd the damp of Death from that polluted air. 

His Care, exulting Britain found 
^ere firft difplay'd, not here confinM ! 
^0 fingle tradt of earth could bound 
rhe a^ve virtues of his mind. 
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To all the lands, where'er the tear. 

That mourn'd the Prifoner's wrongs fevere. 

Sad Pity's glift'ning cheek impearrd. 

Eager he fteer'd, with every fail unfurPd, 

A friend to every clime ! a Patriot of the World I 

Ye nations thro' whofe fair domain 
Our flying fons of joy have paft. 
By Pleafure driven with loofen'd rein, 
Aftonifh'd that they flew fo faft ! 
How did the h^irt-im proving fight 
Awake your wonder and delightf 
When, in her unexampled chace. 
Philanthropy outftript keen Pleafure^v pace. 
When with a warmer foul (be ran a nobler race I 

Where'er her generous Briton went. 
Princes his fupplicants became ! f 

He feem'd the.enqiiiring angel, fent j. . ^ . , 
To fcrutinize their fccret ihamc ♦• 
Captivity, where he appear'd, 
Her languid hpad with tranfport rear'd i ^ 
And gazing on her gcdiike gueft. 
Like thofe of eld, whom Heaven's pure fervant.blcft 
IL'^tn by his (hadow feem'd of demons difpoJffeft,. . 

Amaz'd her foreign children cry. 
Seeing their patron pafs along ; 
•* O ! who is he, whofe daring eye 
Can fearch into our hidden wrong ? 

• I am credibly informed that fcvcral Princes, or at lead pcrfon^ 
in authority, requcftcd Mr. Jioward not to pubJifli a minute ac-* 
count of fomc prifons, which reflected difgracc on their govern— - 

Whal^ 
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^t monarches Hcavcn-dire£ted mind, 

)Vith royal bounty unconfinM, 

iai tempted Fre^om*8 fon to (hare 

Fhefe perils ; fearching with an angePs care 

^ch cell of dire Dtfeaie, each cavern of Defpair ?** 

No monarches word, nor lucre^s lufb, 
^or vain ambition^a reftlefs fire, 
Vor ample power, that facred truft ! 
^is life-diffufing toils infpire : 
(ousM by no voice, fave that ^hofe cries 
nternal bid the loul afife,- 
''rom joys, that only leerti to blefs, 
W low purfuits, which little niinds pofTeis, 
^0 Nature*s nobleft aim, the Succour of Diftrefs f 

Taught bydiat God, in Mercy's- robe, ' 
^oj|| his coeleftial throne Tefign^d, ' < 

^0 free the prifon of the globe » • 

Tom vice, th* opprcflpr of the mind ? 
^or thee, of mifery's ri^ts bereft, • 
''or thee. Captivity ! he left 
''air Fortune's lap, who, far from coy; 
^de him with £milea his golden houi^ employ 
holier delicious bower, the feftivefceneofjoy !. 

While to thy virtue's iitmoft fcbpe' ' 
^ Wdly (hive my aim to raife . ' 
A« high as mortal hand may hope 
To (hoot the glittering * ihaft of Praife ! 

* • • . • r«r^yi^tf «mof 

Atm^cu f«iyoi»av, i^vofiUM - * 

Ml} ;^a^icovB(fCM» tmotf mo'tp t' iiytn 

M>r ^oAiit iitf va>uifMt JbfMw. Pindar. 
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Say ! Howard, fay ! what may the Mufe, 
Whofe melting eye thy merit views. 
What guerdon may her love defign ? • 
What may (he afk for thee, from Power Divii 
Above the rich rewards which are idreidy thm 

Sweet is the joy when Science fiings 
Her light on philofophic thought ; 
When Genius, with keen ardour, Ipringa 
To clafp the lovely truth he. fought : 
Sweet is the joy, when Rapture's. -fire ' 

Flows from the fpirit of the lyre % 
When Liberty and Virtue roll 
Spring-tides of fancy o'er the poet's foul. 
That waft his flying bark thro' feas above the p 

Sweet the delight,; when, the gWi'd hekit. 
Feels Confola don's Iclnient hand . 
Bind up the wound from Fortune's dart ; - 
With Friendlhip's'Ijfe^flippOFting hand:*' j 
And fweeter ftill, and^far above ^ 

Thefe fainter joys, when pureft Lovfc 
The foul his willipg captive keeps I 
When he Jnjblift the :roelting fpiuit fteeps. 
Who drops. delicious tears, and wonders <hat he 

But not the brighteftijoy, which ArtJ, * 
In floods of mental light, beflow ; 
Nor what firm Friendlhip;*a. zeal imparts, 
Bleft antidote of bitjtereft woe ? 
Nor thofe that Love's fweet hours difpcnfe. 
Can equal the ecftatic feh£ir, .... 
V^hen, fwelling to a fond exoefs, ; , • :* 
The grateful praifes ofreliev'd difbefs; : * 
Reechoed thro* the heart, t!b^ Co^l of Bounty^ 



Thefe tranfportSy in no common ftate. 
Supremely pure, fublimely ftrong, 
Above the reach of envious fate, 
Bleft Howard ? thefe to thee belong : 
While years encreafing o'er thee roll. 
Long may the funlhine of thy foul 
New vigour to thy frame convey ? 
Its radiance thro' thy noon of life difplay. 
And with ferencft light adorn t)iy doling day f 

And when the Power, who joys to fave. 
Proclaims the guilt of earth forgiven ; 
And calls the prifoners of the grave 
To all the liberty of Heaven : 
In that bright day, whofe wonders blind 
The eye of the aftonilh'd mind ; 
When life's glad angel (hall refume 
His ancient fway, announce to Death his doom. 
And from exiftence drive that tyrant of the tomb : 

In that bleft hour, when Seraphs fing 
The triumphs gainM in human ftrife ; 
And to their new affociates bring 
The wreaths of everlafting life : 
May'ft thou, in Glory's hallow'd blaze. 
Approach the Eternal Fount of Praife, 
With thofe who lead the angelic van, 
Thofe pure adherence to their Saviour's plan, 
^0 liv'd but to relieve the Miferies of Man f 
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H, 



UGH in the l^wrld* of Letter?, and otWity 
EnthronM Irke JoVe> bchoWi- Op/lnibn <h ! 
Aj fymbolfc <sf fcet f#iy^ tn tMifcr h^fid 
Th* unfailing urnr of traife ittd CettftiW ftafcd V * 
Tieir m!»f jted ftfeattt her modey lit?ahti fhed s 
Oil eadt bcM Anthof 's feif-devt>ted htkdw 

On thecv OGi ib^n I in ^hofe Q^kudSti pa|;e 
Rome (bmcB ma^eftk 'rtMt t^« ^o^s df igt, 
Milaken Zctl^ wra|>t in a priefUj pill. 
Has from the baftt qm pG«f'd liarfceft gal! r i^ 

TiMfeficdnSt to Leaar&ia^ woiOd k JBatd dfkct 
Wkh tides of glory from the golden v&(e, 
fiut that he firdi this nobler taik requite 
A fpirit glowing with congenial fire — 
A Virgin 4Miiy may unc«nfurM aim Ij 

To fing iji equal verle a Li v y's fiunc :, 
Yet while Polemics, in fierce league combinM, 
With favage difcord vex thy feeling mind y 
And with a pure Religion's juft defence. 
Blend grofs detraction, and perverted fenfe i 20 

Thy wounded ear may haply Qot refuie 
The foothing^accents of an humbler Mufe. 

♦ Vcr. 4. Sec NOTE L 

F 3 The 
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The lovely Science, whofe attractive air 
Derives new charms from thy devoted care. 
Is near ally'd to that bewitching Art, 
Which reigns the idol of the Poet's heart. 
Tho' fifter Goddeifes, thy guardian maid 
Shines in the robe of frefher youth array'd. 
Like Pallas recent from the brain of Jo ve. 
When Strength with Beauty in her features ftrove i 
While elder Pocfy, in every clime 
The flower of carlieft fall, has pafsM her prime r 
The bloom, which her autumnal cheeks- fupply^ 
Palls on the Public's philofophic eye. 
But tho' no more with Fancy's ftrong -.controul 
Her Epic wonders fafcinate the fouU 
With humbler hopes, (he wi(bes ftill to pleafe 
By moral elegance, and laboured eafe : 
Like other Prudes, leaves Beauty's loft pretence^ 
And ftrivesto charm by Semimeat tsd^Stnfe* 
Yet deaf to Envy's voice, and Pride's altnns. 
She loves the rival, who eclips'd her charms i 
Safe in thy favour, (he would fondly ftray 
Round the wide realm, which owns that Sifter's ff 
6nig the juft fav'rites of hiftoric fame. 
And mark their pureft hws and nobleft aim. 

Mr eyes with joy this pathleTs field explore, 
Crofs'd by no Roman Bard, no Greeks of yow 
Thofe mighty Lords of literary fway 
Have pafs'd this province with a flight furvey : 
E'en He, whofe bold and compreheniive mind 
Immortal rules to Poefy aflign'd. 
High Prieft of Learning! has not fix'd apart 
The laws and limits of hiftoric Art : 
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Yet one excelling * Gr«ek in later days, 55 

The happy teacher of harmonious phrafe, 

Whofe patient fingers all the thread untwine, 

V^Tiich in the myfHc chain of Mufic join i 

Strid DiONYSius,of fevered Tafte,. 

His juftly fome hiftoric duties trac'd, ^® 

And fome pure precepts into prai^icc brought, 

Th' Hiilorian proving what the Critic taught. 

And t Luci AN f thou, of Humour's fons fupreme ! 

Haft touch'd with livelieflart this tempting theme. 

^en in the Roman world, corrupt and vain, 65 

Hiiloric; Fury maddened, every brain j 

When each bafe Greek induIgM his frantic dream. 

And rofe a J Xe n o ph o n in felf-efteem ; 

Thy Genius fatyrrzM the fcribbling (lave. 

And to the liberal pen juft leflbns gave; 7^ 

O IkilLM to feafon, in proportion fit> 

Severer wifdom with thy fportive wit ! 

Breathe thy flrong power ! thy fprightly grace infufc 

In the bolcT efforts of no fervile Mufe, 

Affile tranfplant fome lively flower, that throws 7S 

I^mortdtl fweetnefs o'er thy Attic Profe ! 

hi Egypt llonce a dread tri^upal ftood ;. 
Offspring of Wifdom ! fource of Public Good 1 
before this Seat, by holy Juftice rear'd, 
The mighty Deed, in folemn pomp, appear'd j 80 

*^or 'till its fentence had their rights exposM, 
The hallow'd portals of the tomb were clos'd ; 
A fculptar'd form of Truth the Judges wore, 
A facred emblem of the charge they bore ! 

* Vcr. 55. Sec NOTE II. 

t Vcr. 63. Sec N O T E HI. 

t Ver. 68. See N O T E IV. * 

II Vcr. 77. Sec N O T E V. 
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Tfee claims of Virtue their pure voice exprcft, 85 

And bade the opening grave receive its honoured gucft. 

In fuch a court, array*d in Judgment's robe. 

With powers extenfive as the peopled Globe; 

Toher juft bar impartial Hift'ry brings 

The gorgeous group of Statefmen, Heroes, Kings ; 90 

With all whole minds, out-ihining fplendid birth^ 

Attraft the notice of th* enlightenM earth. 

From artful Pomp (he ftrips the proud difguife 

That fliiVd delufion in admiring eyes ; 

To injur'd Worth gives Glory's wifh'd reward, JJ 

And blazons Virtue in her bright record : 

Nature's clear Mirror ! Life's inftrudlive Guide ! 

Her Wifdora four'd by no-preceptive Pride f 

Age from her lefTon forms its wifeft aim, 

Aijd youthful Emulation fprings to Fame. 100 

Yet thus adorn'd with nobleft powers, defign'd 
To chgryn, corre.dt, and elevate mankindj^ 
From darkeft Time her humble pfrth fhe drew. 
And fljwly ii^to Strength and Beauty grew ; • 
As mighty ftreamnj^ tfiat roll with ^.ather'd force^t i^J 
Spring feebly forth from fbme fcquefter'd fource. 

The fopd defir^ iopafs the nairxelefs crowd, 
owept from the earth in dark Oblivion's cloud y 
Of tranfient life to leave fame little trace. 
And win remembrance from the rifing race, 1 'O- 

Led early Chiefs to make their prowefs known 
By the rude fymbo! on the artlefs (lone : 
And, long ere man the wondrous fecret found* 
To paint the voice^and fix the fleeting founj. 
The iflfint l.tufe, ambitious at her birth, * 1 15, 

llofe the young herald ef heroic worth, 
t Vcr. 115. Sec NOTE YL 
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The tuneful record of her oral praife. 

The Sire's atchieVements to the Son conveys : 

Keen EraulatioDr rapt in trance (ublime, 

Drinka with* retentive ear the potent rhyme y iiOi> 

And faithful Menoory^ from afl^ion ilreng^. 

Spreads the rick torrent of her martial fong,. 

Letters at lengrii anfc ^ but envious Night 

Conceals their bleft Inventor from our iight; 

O'er the wide earth his fpreadirtg bounty flew, 12^ J 

And fwift thofe precious fee<*s of Science grew j 

Thence quickly fprang the Annal'i artlefs fraine^ 

Time its chief boail!. aodbrevity its aim ! 

The Temple-wall: prefer v*di a ilmple date, ' 

And marked, ia plaineft form the Monarch^ fate. 13a. 

But hi the center of diofe vaft abodes,.* 
WJjofe mighty mafs the l4nd pf Egypt loadaj. 
Where, in rude triumph overyears unknown,. 
Gigantic Grandeur,, from his fpiry throne,. 
Seems to look down dildainful, 4nd deridie . 1:3$ 

The paofi the pigmy toils of modern Pride ;„ ' 
lyi |he clqfe covert of thofe gloomy cells. 
Where early. Magic fram'd her venal fpells. 
Combining prioft^j,. from many ^n ancient talc,, 
Wov^ for thvir.hallow'd ufe Religion'^ veiU H!^ 

A wondrous cext^rp l fupple, rich, and broa4>: 
Tla dazzle frojly,. an4 to Ihelter Fraud}! 
Yhis,. as her cellus,- Supenftition wore j. 
And faw th' enchanted world its powers adore r 
For in the njyftic web was every charm, . 14 J 

To lure tb^ titcid, and the bold difarih;. . 
To win frop eafy Faith a blind efteem,. 
Aud lull Devotion in a' lafiiog dream. 

*Vckili. Sto.NOTE VIti 

F s. 't^'^ 
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The Sorcerefs, to fpread her empire, dreft 
Hiftory's young form in this iliuflve veft, iSP 

Whofe infant voice repeated,, as (he taught. 
The motley fables on her mantle wrought ; , . 
Till Attic Freedom brought the Fgundliflg home 
From the dark cells of her Egyptian dome % 
Drew by degrees th* oppreflive veil afide,. i $ J. 

And, (hewing the fair Nymph in nature*8 pride,. 
Taught her to fpeak, with all the fire of youth. 
The words of Wifdom in the tone of Truth % 
To catch the paillng (hew of public life> 
And paint immortal fcenes of Grecian ftrife.. i6a 

Inchanting Athens ! oft as. Learning calls 
Our fond attention to thy fofl*]ring walls,. 
Still with fre(h joy thy glories we explore,. 
With new idplatry thy charms adorc^ 
Bred in *hy bofom, the Htftorian caught i6 j 

The waiimeft glow of elevated thoughts 
Yet while thy triumphs to his eye <lifplay,. 
The nobleft Icene his pencil can pourtray ; 
"While thy rich language, grac*d by every Mule,. 
Supplies the. brighteft tints, his hand can ufe;. lych 
How few, O Athens! can thy genius raife 
To the bright fummit ,of hiftoric praffe .*: . ! 

BuC I'uch hard fortunes human hopes attend r 
Tho* to each Science many myriads beiidj^ 
Each gives^ and wkh a coy, relui^nt hand,. 17*5 

' Her badge of honour to a choien band.. 

Pure, fauldcfs writing, like tranfmuted gold>. 
Mortals may wiib, but never (hall behold : 
Let Genius dill this glorious objedt own,. 
And feek Perfedlion's philofophic ftonef 186, 

For while the miixd,. in ftudy's toilfojne hours, 
Trks on the long refearch hex hXA^t powers^ 
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New wonders rife, to pay her patient thought. 
Inferior only to the prize (he fought. 

But idle Pride no arduous labour fees, 185: 

And deems the Hiftorian*s toil a talk of eafe : 
Yet, if furveyM by Judgment's fteady lamp. 
How few are juftly gracM with Glory's ftamp ! 
Tho' more thefe volumes,, than the ruthlefs nund 
Of the fierce Omar to the flames confign'd, * 19a 
When Learning- faw the favage with a fmile 
De.v.ote her oiFspring to the blazing pile f 

O Ri STORY f whofe pregnant mines impart 
Unfaih'ng treafures to poetic art ; 
The Epic gem,, and thofe of darker hues, igj 

Whofe trembling ludre decks the tragic Mufe : 
If ju(tty confdous of thy powers, I raife 
A vottv^ tablet to record, thy praife. 
That ancient temple to my view unfold^ 
Where thy firft Sons,, on Glory 'I lift enrollM, aoo^ 
To. Fancy's eye, in living forms, appear. 
And fill with Freedom's notes the raptur'd ear ! — 
The dome expands !r-Behold th' Hiftoric Sire ! t 
Ionic rofes mark his foft attire i:^ 
Bold in his ajr, but gracef jl in hit meia 20c 

As the fair figure of his favour'd Queen, I 
When. her proud galley (ham'd the PeHian van. 
And gratefulXiRXEs. QwnM her more than man ! 

Soft as the ftreiam, whofe dtmpliiig waters play, 5 
And wind in lucid lapfe their pleafurable "Way, 2 1 o:> 
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His rich, Hometic elociition flows. 

For all the Mufes modulate his profe : 

'Hio' blind Credulity hk ftep mifleads 

Thro' the dark mift of her £gyptian ineadi« 

Tet when returned, with patriot pafHons warn,- 

He paiiirs the progrels of the Perfian ftoriSy 

In Truck^s illumiii'd field^his labours rear 

A trophy worthy of the Spartan fpear: 

His eager country, in th* Olympic vale. 

Throngs wi^ proud joy to catch the martial tale* : 

Behold I where Valour, refting on his lance,.. 

Drinb tbe.fweet.<bund in rapture*s fileat tranc^u 

Then, with a- grateful (bout of fond acclaim> 

N^ils thejuft herald of his countrj'is ^meL'— 

But mark the Youth,, in dumb delight immers^^d !^ : 

See the proud tear of emulation burft h 

O faithful fign of a fuppripr fouU 

Thy prayer i» heard : — 'tis thitie to reach the goal^ 

Seef. bleft Olorus.! fee the palm t»^won ? 

Sublimity and Wj^om crown thy Son : : 

His the rich prize^ that caught his early gaze^ 

Th' eternal treasure of increafing praife 1: 

Pure from the (lain of favour, or of hate, 

His nervous line unfolds- the deep Debate ;.• 

Explores the feeds of War ; with'matchlefe force : 

DrawaDifcord, iprtnging from iflibitionV fqurce,. 

With all htr- DewagogHes^, who murder Peace^ 

In the fierce ftruggles of contentious Grjcece. 

Stript by ingratitude of juft comrhand — 

Above refentment to a-thankleft land,. 3 

Above all envy, rancour,^ pride, ?nd fpleen,. 

In exile patient^- in difgrace (erene, , 

* Vcr. wj. Sec N O T R XIU- 
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Anrf proud* to celebrate as Truth infpires, 

Each patriot Hero^ that his foul admires — 

The deep ton'd trumpet of renown he blows, 245 

hi fage retirement 'mid the Thracian fnows,^ 

But to UBtimely iilence Fate devotes 

Thoie ItpSy yet trembling with imperfect notes^ 

And bafe Oblivion threatens to devour 

Ev'n this firft offspring of heroic power; 25 a 

A generous guardian of a rival's fame, * 

Mars the dark Fiend in this malignant aim : 

AceoraplHhM Xenophon I thy truth has (hewn 

A brother's glory facredas thy own r 

rich in all the blended gifts,, that grace 251^ 

Minerva's dax4ingibn» of Attic race t 

The Sage*s olive,, the Hiftorian's palm,. 

The Victor's laurel ,: all thy name embalm ! 

Thy (imple didion^. free from glaring art, 

With fweet allurement deals upon the hearty 260 

^ure, as the rill, that Nature's hand refines ? 

^Jear, as thy harmony of foul, it (hines. 

'T'wo paflions there by foft contention pl,eafe,. 

*rhe love of martial Fame^ and learned Eafe : 

Thefe friendly colours, exquifitely joinM, 265 

t^ormthe inchanting picture of thy mind.- 

Thine was the praife,. bright models to afford 

'to Ca&ar's tlval pen,, and rival fwordr 

£le(l,.had Ambition not deflroy'd his claim 

To the mild luftre of thy purer fame f: 270 

*Thou pride of Greece I in thee her triumphs end : 

And Roman chiefs in boirow'd pomp afcend^ 

Rome's haughty genius,, who enflaV'd the Greek, f 

la Grecian language dei^i^s a.t firfi to fpeak : 

♦ Vcr. 451. 6ce N O T B XH^ 
t Vcr. i73. S«c NOTE XiV. 
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By (Tow degrees her ruder tongue (he taught 

To tell the wonders that her valour wrought } 

And her hiiloric hofl:, with envious eye. 

View in their glittering van a Greek ally. 

Thou Friend of Sc i pi o I versM in War's alarms ! ' 

Torn from thy wounded country *s ftruggling arms ! : 

And doom'd in Latian bofoms^ to inftil 

Thy moral virtue, and thy martial (kill f 

PleasM, in refearches ofelaborate lengthy 

To trace the fibres of the Roman ftrength ! 

O highly perfeft in each nobler part,, : 

The Sage's wifdom, and the Soldier's art ! 

This richer half of Grecian praife is thine: 

But o'er thy ftyle the flighted Graces pine. 

And tir'd Attention toib thro' many a maze. 

To reach the purport of thy doubtful phrafe : i 

Yet large are his rewards,, whcfe toils engage 

To clear the fpirit of thy cloudy page ; 

Like Indian fruit,^ its rugged rind contains 

Thofe milky fweets that pay the feardjier's pains.. 

But Rome's proud Genius,, with exultfng claim, 5 
Points to her rivals of the Grecian name ! 
Sententious Sal lust leads her lofty train ; + 
Clear, tho' concife, elaborately plain, 
Poifing his fcale of words with frugal care,. 
Nor leaving one fuperfiuous atom there ! j 

Yet well difplaying, in a narrow fpace^ 
Truth's native ftrength, and Nature's eafy grace ^ 
Skill'd to detedt, in tracing Anion's courfe. 
The hidden motive, and the human fource. 

• Vcr. 279. See NOTE XV. 
t Ycr. 137. Sec NOTE XVI,. 
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Hb lucid brevity the palm has won^ 301J. 

By Rome*s decifion^ from Qlorus^ Son. 

Op mightier fprrity of majeftic fame,. 
With powers proportionM to the Roman fame,. 
When Rome*8 fierce Eagle his broad wings unfurlM, 
And (badowM with his plumes the fubjeft world, 31Q& 
In bright pre-emimence, that Greece might own, 
Soblimer Li vt claims th^ Hiftoric throne ^ ** 
With that rich Eloquence, whofe golden light 
firings the fiill fcene difttn^Uj to the fight ; 
That Zeal foT Truth, which liitereft cannot bend, 3 1 5 
That Fire, which Freedom ever gives her friend« 
Immortal artift of a work fupreme \ 
Delighted Rome beheld, with proud efteem,. 
Her own bright image, of ColoiTal fize, 
Froni thy long toils in purefl marble rife,. 52a 

But envieus Time,, with a malignant ftroke, 
1 his facred ftatue into fragments broke i 
In Lethe's flream its nobler portion funk,. 
And left Futurity the wounded trunk. 
Yet, Trice the matchlefs, mutilated frame, % 3^$. 

To which great A n g e l o bequeathed his name. 
This glorious ruin, in whofe flrength we find 
The fplendid vigour of the Sculptor^s mind,. 
In the fond eye of Admiration flill 
Rivals the finifliM fbrma of modem (kill,. 33Q 

Next, but, O Li vy f as unlike to thee,| 
As the pent river to th* expanding fea^^, 



*Ver. 312. Sec NOTE XVII. 
I Ver. a*5- Sc« NOTE XVIIl, 
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Sarcaftic T a c i tu s, abrupt and darJc, * 
In moral anger forms the keen remark I' 
Searching the foul with microfcopic power. 
To mark the latent worm thatnEiarjs the fbwer; 
His Roman voice, in baCe degenerate days^. 
Spoke to Imperial Pride in Freedom^^s firsiis > 
And with indignant hate, fe-verely warm, 
Shew'd to gigantic Guilt his ghaftly form f 
There are, whofe cenfures to his Style tlfigji 
A fubtle Ipirity rigid, and malign ^ 
Which magpified each monftti! that he drfew^^ 
And gave the darkeft viqe la^ deeper hue: 
Yet his ilrong pencil feews thft gefltVft &«art^: 
In one (weet (ketch of B^ogfapKte art, " - 
Whofe fofteft tints, by filial love combif|*df. 
Form the pure image cf liis F?ithw'5 mind* 

O BLEST Biography f thy cl^arms of yorej, 
Hiftoric Truth to ftrong Aifefajon tore. 
And foft'ring Virtue, gave thee as thy dx>wer, 
Of both thy Parents the attraftive power; 
To win the heart, the wavering thought ^o ft 
And fond delight with w^ife inftrufiion mix. 
Firft of thy votaries, peerlpfs^ and alj(?iie. 
Thy Plutarch (liine?, by jqofALbpautyv fcno 
Enchanting Sage I whofe li-vingJ-eJlbtis teacl^. 
What heights cf Virtue hum^n pfi'Drts^p^^h. 
Tho' oft thy Pen^ eccentrically wild, 
Ra.Tible, in Learning's various ^^b^guii'd> 
Tho* in thy Style no brilliant grace? (Wn^, 
Nor the clear condudtof correQ Defign,. 

♦ Vcr. 333,' Sc? N X 5 XIX... ■ 

t Vcr, 355. Sec NOTE XX. 
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' iy every page is uniformly bright 

^itii mild Philanthropy's diviner light. 

Ofgentleft manners^ as of mind elate, 36^ 

Tiiyiiappy Genius had the glorious (Ate 

To regulate, with Wifdom's loft controul, 

Be ftrong ambition of a T r a j a n's foul. 

out ! how rare benignant Virtue fprtngs 

^ the blank bofom of defpotic kings ! 370 

Thou banc of liberal knowledge f Nature's curfc f 
•'^arent of Mifery ! pamperM Vice's nurfe ! 
^lunging, by thj annihilating breath, 

* lie foul of Genius in the trance of death! 
Unbounded Power ? beneath thy baleful fway, 375 

* te voice of Hift'ry finb in dumb decay. 

St I LL in thy gloomy reign one martial Greek, 
^n Rome's corrupted language dares to fpegk ^ 
^^Id Ma RCE^ L I Nus ! free from fervilc awe ! * 
A faithful pi^inter of the woes he faw 1 3S0 

^orc'd by the ro/eanneft of his age tQ join 

Adulterate Colours with his juft Defign f 

Th^ Sighted Auic Mufe no more fupplies 

Her pencil, dipt in Nature's pureft dies i 

And Roman Emulation, at a (land, 385 

Drops the blyrr'd pallet from hefpalfy'd hand. 

But while Monaftic Night, with gathering fhades^ 
The ruin'd realm of Hiftory invades } 
^ile, pent in Constant ine's ill-fated walls, 
The mangled form of Roman Grandeur falls > 390. 

And, like a Gladiator on the land. 
Props his faint body with a dpnghand} 

» Vcr. 379. Sec NOTE XXL 
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While favage Turks, or the fierce Sons of Thor,, 

Wage on the Arts a wild Titanian war ; 

While manly Knowledge hides his radiant head. 

As Jove in terror from the Titans fled j 396. 

See ! in the lovely* charms of female youth, 

A fecond Pallas guards the throne of Truth f 

And, with Comnena's royal name impreft, * 

The zone of Beauty binds her Attic veft ! 40#. 

Fair ftar of Wifdom I whofe unrival'd light 

Breaks thro' the ftormy cloud of thickefl: night ;. 

Tho' in the purple of proud mifery nurft. 

From thofe oppeffive bands thy fpirit burft ; 

Pleased, in thy public labours, to forget 405, 

The keen domeftic pangs of fond regret i 

Pleas'd to preferve,. from Timers deftiudtivc rage^. 

A Fathei/'sSirtues in thy faith:ul page L 

Too pure of foul to violate, or hide 

Th* Hidorian's duty \n the Daughter's pride ! 41* 

TW Me OUrvMo loag^wkh envbur hand 

Hid the fair volume which thy virtue planned. 

It &ines« redeemed from Ruin*8 darkeft hour^ 

A wond'roui monument rf female power ; 

While confcious HiftVy, careful of thy fame, 41 j 

Rallies in her Attic band thy filial name* 

And fees, on Glory's ftage, thy graceful meiir 

Clofe the long triumph of her ancient fcene ^ 

* Ycr. 399. Sec N O T E XXH, 
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jl\ S eag«r F^ittfts wftb ardour pore 

On the flat aaargm of the pebbled (hore, 

J^oping fome cwlous Shel^ or GoralToot, 

May pay th&ltbeufsof their long purfuit ; 

And yield their hand the pleafure to difplay 5 

Nature^Vnegfedied^T^mS' in nice array : 

So, Gibbon! toiU thfe^mind^ whofe labouc Mrades 

Thro' tht dull'Chrontele's monaftio (hader. 

To pick ftoiw^that -drear <:oaft, witii learned care. 

New (hells of Knowledge^ thinly feat ter'd there ; 10 

Who patient hear^^ while cloifterMDollnefs tells 

The 1 y ing legend of her nwrjcy cells j 

Or ftrangely niingles^ in-her phfaie 'Uriconth, 

Difgufting Lies with unimportant Truth : 

How Bifliop3 give (each tort'ting Fiend -oVrcome) i $ 

Lik to the faint, and Ungua^ to the dumb : 

How 
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How fainted Kings renounce, with holy dread, * 
The chafte endearments of their marriage-bed : 
How Nuns, entrancM, to joys cclefHal mount^j 
Made drunk with rapture from a facred fount : ' 
How cunning Priefts their dying Lord cajole. 
And take his riches to enfure his foul : 
While he endows them, in his pious will. 
With, thofe dear gifts, the Meadow j[ and the ^ 
They wifely chronicle his Spirit^s health. 
And give him Virtue in return for Wealth. 
So Hift'ry fmks, by Hypocrites depreft ; 
In the coarfe habit of the cloifter dreft ; 
While her weak Sons that noxious air imbibe. 
Such are the tales of their monadic tribe ! 

- Bu T let not Pride, with blind contempt, arra 
Each early Writer in that humble train I 
No ! let the Mufe, a friend to every claim. 
That marks the Candidates for honed fame, 
Bejuft to patient Worth, feverely funk. 
And paint the merits of the moded Monk ! 

Ye purer minds ! who dopt, with native fore 
Barbaric Ignorance*s brutal courfe s ' 
Who, in the field of Hid'ry, dark and wade. 
Your fimple patfi with deady patience traced ; 
Bleit be your labours I and your virtues bled ! 
Tho' paid with infult, and with fcom oppred. 
Ye refcu'd Learning's lamp from total night. 
And fav*d with anxious toil the trembling lights 

• Vcr. 17. Sec NOTE I. 
+ Vcr. 19. Sec N O T E 11. 
t Vcr, %^ ficc NOTE III, 
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In the wild ftorm of that tempeftuous tirne^ 45 

When Superftition cherilh'd every crime ^ 

When meaner Priefts pronouncM with faltering tongue. 

Nor bew to read the jargon which they fung ; 

When Nobles, train*d like blood-hounds to deftroy. 

In ruthlefs rapine plac'd their favage joy ; §0 

And Monarchs wanted ev*n the (kill to frame 

I'he letters that composM their mighty name. 

How ftrong the mind, that, tryM by ills like theie. 

Could write untainted with the Time's difeafe I 

That, free from Folly's lie, and Fraud's pretence, 55 

Could rife to iimple Truth, and fober Senfe ! 

^uch minds exifted in the darkeft hour 

Of blind Barbarity's debaiing power. 

If mitred Turpi n told, in wildeft ftrain, * 
Of giant-feats .atchiev'd bj C h a r l e m a i n ; 6« 

Of fpears, that bloflbm'd like the flowery thorn,. 
Of Ro L A N d's magic fword, and ivory horn, 
^hofe found was wafced by an angel's wing, 
h notes of anguifl), to his diflant king ; 
Yet modeft JEg i n h a r d, with grateful care, t 65 
In purer colours, and with Nature's air. 
Has drawn diftinftly, in his clear record, 
A jufter portrait of this mighty Lord, 
Whofe forceful lance, againft the Pagan hurl'd. 
Shone the bright terror of a barbarous world. 70 

Nor on his matter does he idly fliower 
The prieftly gifts of fupcrnat'ral Power : 
This candid Scribe of Gradtude and Truth, 
Corredtly paints the Patron of his youth. 



* Ver. 59. Sec N Q T E IV. 
t V«r. 65. Sec N O T E V. 
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Th* imperial Savage, whofe unletterM mind 7-^ 

Was adtive,. ftrong, beneficent, and kind; 
Who, tho* he ]ov*d the Learned to requite. 
Knew not that (impleft art, the art to write. 



If Britiih Gefprbt filPd his motiey page* 
With Merlin-s fpeils) andUTHiBR^s atneroDsnge^ .^Sm 
With fables from the field of JVfegic gleaii'd> 8 ^' 

Giant and Dragon, Incubus and Fiend » 
Yet Lifers great drama'> and the'D^ds of riien. 
Sage Monk of Malm'fburj I engajgM thy pen. f 
Nor vainly doft thou plead, in modeft p^rafe, 9^ ^ 

Thy manly pailion for ingenuous pr^fe: 
•Twas thine the labours of thy Sires to clear 
From Fidtion's harden'd-^fpoti, witb toil feVere'i • 
To form, with eyes intent on public life,. 
Thy bolder (ketches of internal iiyife^ 
And warmly celebrate, with love refin'd. 
The rich endowments of thyGLo'sTEa*s mind ; 
May this, thy Praife, the Monkifb pen exempt 
Prom the ungenerous blame of blind Contempt ] 

Tho' Truthappear to makethy works lier cate, 9)^ 
The lurking Prodigy ftill lingers there T 
But let not cenfure on thy name be thrown, - 
For errors, fpringing from thy age alone f 
"Shame on the Critic ! who, with idle fcorn. 
Depreciates Authors, in dark- periods born, 10^ 

Becaufe they want, irregularly bright. 
That equal Knowledge, and that fleadier Light* 
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V^ch Learning, in its wide meridian blaze^ 
Has haply lavifhM on his luckier days ! 

In all its various paths, the human Mind 105 

l^eela the firft efforts of its ftrength confined ; 
And in the field, where Hift'ry's laurels grow, 
^^nds its long march fuperlatively flow : 
Life Fruit, whofe tafte to fweet luxuriance runs 
^y conftant fuccour from autumnal funs, 1 1 d 

This lovely Science ripens by degrees. 
And late is fafliionM into graceful eaie. 

In thofe enlivening days, when Europe rofe 
^^OTTi the long preflure of lethargic woes ; 
^hen the Provenpal lyre, with rofes dreft, '^S 1 

Sy ardent Love's extatic fingers preft, I 

^akM into Life the Genius of the Weft 5 J 

^hen Chivalry, her banners all unfurl'd, 
^iird with heroic fire the fplendid world ; 
*'! high-plum'd grandeur held her gorgeous reign, lao 
And rank'd each brilliant Virtue in her train ; 
^hen (he imparted, by her magic glove, 
T^o Honour ftrength, and purity to Love; 
New-moulded Nature on her nobleft plan, 
And gave frefli finews to the foul of man ; 125 

^hen the chief model of her forming hand, 
^ur fable Edward, on the Gallic ftrand, 
I^ilplay'd that fpirit which her laws beftow, 
And flione the idol of his captive foe : 
Unbleft with Arts, th* unletter'd age could yield 130 
No (kilful hand, to paint from Glory's field 
Scenes, that Humanity with pride muft hear. 
And Admiration honour with a tear. 

Vol. L G X^t 
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Yet Courtefy, with generous Valour join'd. 
Fair Twins of Chivalry ! rejoic'd to find 
A faithful Chronicler in plain Fro i ss art ;* 
As rich in honefty as void of art. 
As the young Peafant, led by fpirits keen 
To fome great city's gay and gorgeous fccne^ 
Returning, with increafe of proud delight. 
Dwells on the various fplendor of the fight ; 
And gives his tale, tho* told in terms uncouth. 
The iharra of Nature, and the force of Truth, 
Tho* rude engaging ; fuch thy finople page 
Seems, OFroissart! to this enlighten'd age. 
Proud of their fpirit, in thy writings Ihewn, 
Fair Faith and Honour mark thee for their own ; 
Tho' oft the dupe of thofe delufive times. 
Thy Genius, fofter'd with romantic rhymes. 
Appears to play the legendary Bard, 
And trefpafs on the Truth it meant to guard. 
Still (hall thy Name, with lading glory, ftand 
High on the lift of that advent'rous band. 
Who, bidding Hiftory fpeak a modern Tongue, 
From her cramp hand the Monkifb fetters fiung. 
While yet deprefs'd in Gothick night Ihe lay. 
Nor faw' th' approaching dawn of Attic day. 

On the bleft banks of Tiber's honour'*d dream 
Shone the firft glance of that reviving beam ; 
Enlighten'd Pontiffs, on the very fpot 
Where Science was profcrib'd, and Senfe forgot ; 
Bade Learning ftart from out her mould'ring tomb. 
And taught new laurels on her brow to bloom ; 

• Vcr. 135. Sec NOTE VIII. 
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Their Magic voice invok'd all Arts, and all 

Sprung into Glory at the potent call. 165 

As in Arabians wade, where Horror reigns^ 
Gigantic tyrant of the burning plains I 
T'hc glorious bounty of fome Royal mind, 
% Heavea infpir'd, and friend to human kind, 
•Sids the rich Strufture of refrefliment rife, 170 

To chear the Traveller's defpairing eyes i 
*^o fees with rapture the new fountains burft, 
-And, as he flakes his foul-fubduing thirft, 
fileiles the hand which all his pains beguil'd, 
And rais'd an Eden in the dreary wild : 17 J 

^uch praifes, Leo ! to thy name are due, 
*^rom all, who Learning's cultured field review, 
And to its Fountain, in thy liberal heart, 
Trace the diffufive Stream of modern Art. 

Twas not thy praife to animate alone 1 So 

The fpeaking Canvafs, and the breathing Stone, 
Or tides of Bounty round Parnaffus roll, 
To quicken Genius in the Poet's foul ; 
Thy Favour, like the Sun's prolific ray, 
brought the keen Scribe of Florence into Day ;* 
Whofe fubtle Wit difcharg'd a dubious fhaft, 1 86 

C-dll'd both the Friend and Foe of Kingly Craft, 
Tho*, in his maze of Politics perplext, 
Great Names have difFer'd on that doubtful text ; 
liere crown'd with praife, as true to Virtue's fide. 
There view'd with horror, as th' Affailin's guide j 191 
High in a purer fphere, he ihines afar. 
And Hifl'ry hails him as her Morning-lbr. 

* Vcr. 185. See NOTE IX. 
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Not. lefsy O Leo ! was it thine to rai(e 
The great Hiftoric Chief of modern days, * i 

The folemn Gu i cc i a r d i n, whofe pen fcvere, 
Unfway'd by favour, nor reftrain'd by fear, 
MarkM in his clofe of life, with keen difdain. 
Each fatal blemiOi in thy motley reign ; 
Who, like Ol OR us' Son, of fpirit chafte, i 

And formM to martial toils, minutely tracM 
The woes he faw his bleeding country bear. 
And wars, in which he claim'd no trivial (hare. 

Wi T H equal weaths let D a v i l a be crown'd, t 
Alike in letters and in arms rcnown'd ! 5 

Who, from his country driv'n by dire mifchance, 
Plung'd in the civil broils of bleeding France, 
Maintaining (lill, in Party's raging fea. 
His judgment fteady, and his fpirit free ; 
Save when the fierce religion of his Sires 
Drown'd the foft zeal Humanity infpires : 
Who boldly wrote, with fuch a faithful hand. 
The tragic (lory of that foreign land. 
The hoary Gallic Chief, whofe tranquil age 
Liften'd with joy to his recording page. 
Tracing the fcenes f imiliar to bis youth. 
Gave his ftrong fandlion to th' Hiftorian's truth. 

Oh Italy ! tho' drench'J with civil blood, 
Tho' drown'd in Bigotry's foul-quenching flood, 
Hiftoric Genius, in thy troubles nuriT", 
Ev*n from the darknels of the Convent burft. 

♦ Vcr. 195. See N O T E X. 
f Vcr. ao4. Sec NOTE XI. 
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^^nice may boaft eternal Hononr, won 
^y the bright labours of her dauntlefs Son, 
^^Jiofe hand the curtains of the Conclave drew, 
A.nd gave each prieftly art to public view. 22^ 

5 A R p I , bleft name f from every foible clear, * 
^ot more to Science than to virtue dear. 
^liy pen, thy life, of equal praife fecure f 
^orh wifely boldy and both fublimely pure !' 
That Freedom bids nie on thy merits dwell, 230 

^^hofe radiant form illum'd thy lettered cell ; 
MrTio to thy hand the nobleft Ufk aifign'd. 
That earth can ofl'er to a heavenly mind ^ 
With Reafon's arms to guard invaded lav/s,. 
And guide the pen of Truth, in Freedom's caufe: 235 
Too firm of heart at Danger's cry to (loop. 
Nor Lucre's fiave, nor vain Ambition's dupe, 
Thro*^ lengtfi of days invariably the fame. 
Thy Country's liberty thy conftant aim ! 
For this thy fpirit dar'd th' AiTaflin's knife, 240 

That with repeated guilt purfu'd thy life ( 
For this thy fervent and unwearyM care 
Form'd, ev'n in death, thy patriotic prayer. 
And, while his (hadows on thine eye-lids hung, 
** Be it immortal !'* trembled on thy tongue. 245 

But not reftridted, by the partial Fates, 
To the bright clufter of Italian States, 
The light of Learning, and of liberal Tafte, 
DilTufely fhone o'er Europe's Gothic wade. 

• Vcr. aa6. Sec N O T E XII. 
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On TaguB*{bore, from whofe admiring (hand 
Great Gam A fail'd, when his advent'rous hand 
The flag of glorious enterprize unfurl'd. 
To purchafe with his toils the Eaftern world. 
To clear Osorius, in his claflic phrafe, * 
Pourtray'd the Heroes of thofe happier days, 
VVhen Lufitania, once a mighty name, 
Outftripp'd each rival in the chace of Fame : 
Mild and majeftic, her Hiftoran's page 
Shares in the glory of her brighteil age. 
llxiria's Genias bidsjuft Fame allow 
An equal wreath to Ma r i a n a's brow :+ 
Skill'd to illuminate thedidant fcene. 
In diclion graceful, and of fpirit keen. 
His labour, by his count^ry's love cndcar'd. 
The gloomy chaos of her Story clcarM. 
He firft afpir*d its fcattcr'd parts to clafs. 
And bring to jufter form the mighty mafs i 
As the nice hand of Geographic art 
Draws the vaft globe on a contra6ted chart. 
Where Truth uninjur'd fees, with glad furprize. 
Her ibape ftill perfect, tho' of fmaller fize. 
Exalted Mmd ! who felt the People's right. 
In climes, where fouls are qruih'd by Kingly migh 
Aiid dar'd, unaw'd before a tyrant's throne. 
To make the fandtity of Freedom known I 

But (bort, O Genius ! is thy tranfient hour. 
In the dark regions of defpotic Power. 
As the faint ftruggle of the folar beam. 
When vapours intercept the golden flream, 

* Vcr. 254. S€C N O T E XIII. 
t Vcr. i6i. Sec NOTE XIV. 
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Pounng thro' parted clouds a glancing fire, 280 

^kys, in Ihort triumph, on fome glittering fpire ; 

But while the eye admires the partial ray, 

Tile pale and watery luflre melts away : 

Hius gleams of literary fplendor play'd, 
-And thus on Spain's overclouded realm decay'd : 285 
^^ile happier France, with longer glory bright, 
^iiught richer flalhes of die flying light. 

There, with the dignity of virtuous Pride, 
*^Hro* painful fccnes of pablic ftrxite tr}^, 
^^d keenly confcious of his country's wots, 290 

* He liberal fpirit of T hu an us rofc : * 
^'*«r Earth's wide ftage a curious eye he call, 
^ ^d caught tht living pageant as it paft: 
^Jj^ith patriot care nioft eager to advance 
"'^^e rights of Nature, and the weal of France! 29^ 
*^ ts language noble, as his temper clear 
^^om Fadkion's rage, and Super(lition*s fear I 
^^ Wealtli laborious I amid Wrongs fedate ! 
*iis Virtue lovely, as his Genius great ! 
^^ingM with fome marks, that from his climate fprrng, 
^^e priz'd his Country, but ador'd his King } 301 

^^et with a zeal from flavilh awe refin'd, 
^hone the clear model of a Gallic mind. 
*Trhou friend of Science ? 'twas thy (ignal praife, 
^ jtfft memorial of her Sons to raife ; 305 

*To blazon firft, on Hi (lory's brighter leaf. 
The laurel'd Writer with the laurel'd Chief ? 

But O ! pure Spirit ! what a fate was thine ! 
How Truth and Reafon at thy wrongs repine ! 

♦ Vcr. 191. See NOTE XV. 
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How blame thy King, tho' robM in Honour's ray. 
Who left thy Fame to fubtle Priefts a prey. 
And tamely faw their murky wiles overwhelm 
Thy worb, the light of his reviving realm ; 

Tho* Pontiffs execrate, and Kings betray. 
Let not this fate your generous warmth allay. 
Ye kindred Worthies ! who ftill dare to wield 
Reafon's keen fword, and Toleration's fhield. 
In climes where Perfecution's iron mace 
Is raisM to maffacre the human race ! 
The heart of Nature will your virtue feel. 
And her immortal voice reward your zeal : 
Firft in her praife her fearlefs champions live, 
Crown'd with the nobleft palms that earth can give, 
Firm in this band, who to her aid advance. 
And high amid th' Hifloric fons of France, 
Delighted Nature faw, with partial care. 
The lively vigour of the gay Vo l t a i r e ; 
And fondly gave him, with Anacreon*s fire. 
To throw the hand of Age acrofs the lyre : 
But mute that vary'd voice, which pleas'd fo long ! 
Th* Hillorian's tale is clos'd, the Poet's fong ! 
Within the narrow tomb behold him lie. 
Who fiird fo large a fpace in Learning's eye ! 
Thou Mind unweary'd ! thy long toils are o'er ; 
Cenfure and Praife can touch thy ear no more : 
Still let me breathe with juft regret thy name. 
Lament thy foibles, and thy powers proclaim I 

On the wide fea of Letters 'twas thy boa (I 
To croud each fail, and touch at every coaft : 
From that rich deep how often haft thou brought 
The pure and precious pearls of fplendid Thought ! 

H 
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^ow didft thou triumph on that fubjefl-tide, 
^'11 Vanity's wild guft, and (lormy Pride, 
^ovc thy ftrong bark, in evil hour, to fplit 
Ppon the fatal rock of impious Wit ! 345 

•But be thy failings cover'd by thy tomb f 
-And guardian laurels o*er thy aflies bloom ! 

Prom tBe long annals of the world thy art^ 
^^ith chemic procefs, drew the richer part } 
* o HiftVy gave a philofophic air, 350 

•^nd mad« the intereft of mankind her care ; 
*^leas'd her grave brow with garlands to adorn, 
-^nd from the rofc of Knowledge ftrip the thorn. 

Thy lively Eloquence, in profe,. in verfe,. 
^^lU keenly bright, and elegantly terfe, 355, 

^^ames with bold fpirit ; yet is idly rafli : 
^hy promis'd light is oft a dazzling flalh ; 
**ty Wifdom verges tofarcaftic fport, 
^^tire thy joy ! and ridicule thy fort/ 
^Ut the gay Genius of the Gallic foil, 360 

^Hrinking from folemn talks of ferious toil, 

* lire* every fcene his playful air maintains, 
-'^nd in the light Memoir unrival'd reigns, 
'^liy Wits, O France ! (as e'n thy Critics own)* 
^U4)port not Hiftory's majeftic tone r 365 

* iey, like thy Soldiers, want, in feats of length, 
A^lie perfevering foul of Britiih ftrength. 

Hail to thee, Britain ! hail .' delightful land I 
^ fpring with filial joy to reach thy ftrand : 
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And tBou> bleft nouriflier of Souls^ fublime 370 

As e*er immortalized their native clime^ 

Rich in Poetic treafures> yet ezcufe 

The trivial^ oflfering of an humbler Mufe, 

Who pants to add> with fears by love o'ercomc. 

Her mite of Glory to thy countlefs fum ! 375; 

With varyM colours, of the richeft die^ 

Fame's brilliant banners o'er thy OflTspring fly : 

In native Vigour bold^ by Freedom led^ 

No path of Honour have they failM to tread r 

But while they wifely plan^ and bravely dare, 380. 

Their own atchievements are their lateft care. 

Tho* Camden,, rich in Learning's various ftore. 

Sought in Tradition's mine Truth's generous ore^ 

The wafte of Hift'ry lay in lifelefs fliade, 

Thp* Raleigh's piercing eye that world furvey'd. 385^ 

Tho' mightier Names there caft a cafual glance. 

They'd feem'd to faunter round the field by chance^ 

Till Clarendon arofe,. and in the hour 

When civil Difcord wak'd each mental Power, 

Wkh brave defire to reach the diftant Goal,^ 39a 

Strain'd all the vigour of his manly foul. 

Nor Truth, nor Freedom's injur'd Power's, allow 

A wreath unfpotted to his haughty brow : 

Friendilbip's firm fpirit ftill his fame exalts. 

With fweet atonement for his fmaller faults. 395, 

His Pomp of Phrafe, his Period of a mile^ 

And all the maze of his bewilder'd Style, 

lUum'd by Warmth of Heart, no more offend : 

What cannot Tafte forgive, in Falkland's friend ? 

Nor flow his prailes from this fingle fource % 40Q- 

One province of his art difplays his force r 

His Portraits boafl-, with features ftrongly like^ 

The foft precifion of the clear Vandyke : 
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Tlio% like the Painter, his faint talents yield. 

And fink embarrafs'd in the Epic field ; 405 

Yet (hall his labours long adorn our Ifle^ 

Like the proud glories of fome Gothic pile : 

They, tho* conftru6ted by a Bigot^s hand. 

Nor nicely finifh'd, nor corredtly plann'd. 

With folenin Majefty, and pious Gloom, 41a 

An awful influence o'er the mind affume ;. 

And from the alien eyes of every Se£t 

Attract obfervance) and command refpe6t». 

In following years, when thy great name, Nassau T 
Stampt the bleft deed of Liberty and Law ; 4.1 J 

When clear, and guiltlefs of Oppreflion's rage. 
There rofe in Britain an Auguftan age. 
And clufter'd Wits, by Emulation bright, 
DifFus'd o'er Anna*s reign their mental light j. 
That Conflellation feem'd, tho' ftrong its flame, 420 
To want the fplendor ofHiftoric fame : 
Yet Burnet's page may lading glory hope, 
Howe'er inful ted by Ae fpleen of P o p e . 
Tho' his rough Language hafte and warmth denote. 
With ardent Hoaefty of Soul he wrote y 425, 

Tho' critic cenfures on his work may Ihower, 
Like Faithjk. his Freedom has a faving power* 

Nor (halt thou want, R a p i n ! thy well-earn'd praife %. 
The fage PoLybius thou of modem days f 
Thy Sword, thy Pen, have both thy name endear'd ; 
This jomM our Arms, and that our Story clear'd : 43 1 
Thy foreign hand difcharg'd th' Hiftorian's truft^ 
Unfway'd by Party, and to Freedom juft. 
To lettered Fame we own thy fair pretence. 
From patient Labout,. and from candid Scnfe. 435^ 

Yet: 
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Yet Public Favour, ever hard to fix, 

Plcw from thy page, as heavy and prolijc. 

For foon, emerging from the Sophills* fchool. 

With Spirit eager, yet with Judgment cool. 

With fubtle (kill to deal upon applaufe, 44a 

And give falfe vigour to the weaker caufe s 

To paint a fpecious fcene with niceft art. 

Retouch the whole, and varnifh every part; 

Graceful in Style, in Argument acute ^ 

Mailer of every trick in keen Difpute ! 44 j 

With thefc ftrong powers to form a winning tale, " -, 

And hide Deceit in Moderation's veil. 

High on the pinnacle of Faihion placed, 

Hume (hone the idol of Hiftoric Tafte. 

Already, pierc'd by Freedom's fearching rays, 450 

The waxen fabric of his fame decays. — 

Think not, keen Spirit ! that thefe hands prefume 

To tear each leaf of laurel from thy tomb f 

Thefe hands ! which, if a heart of human frame 

Could ftoop to harbour that ungenerous aim, 45^ 

Would (hield thy Grave, and give, with guardian care,. 

£ach type of Eloquence to flouriih there f 

But public Love commands the painful tafk,. 

From the pretended Sage to ftrip the ma(k. 

When this falfe tongue, averfe to Freedom's caufe, 460 

Profanes the fpirit of her antient laws. 

As Afia's foothing opiate Drugs, by ftealth. 

Shake every flacken'd nerve, and fap the health ; 

Thy Writings thus, with noxious charms refin'd. 

Seeming to foothe its ills, unnerve the Mind. 465 

While the keen cunning of thy hand pretends 

To ftrike alone at Party's abject ends. 

Our hearts more free from Faction's Weeds we fcel^ 

Sat they have loft the Flower of Patriot ZeaU 

WiU 



( '33 ) 

Wild as thy feeble Metaphyfic page, 470 

Thy Hift'ry rambles into Sceptic rage ; 

Whofe giddy and fantailic dreams abufe 

A Hampden's Virtue, andaSuARESPEAiLB^sMure. 

With purer Spirit, free from Party ftrifc. 
To foothe his evening hour of honourM life, 47 J 

See candid Lyttleton at length unfold 
The deeds of Liberty in days of old ! 
Fond of the theme, and narrative with age. 
He winds the lengthened rale thro^ many a page ; 
But there the beams of Patriot Virtue (hine ;. 480 

There Truth and Freedom fandtify the line. 
And laurels due to Civil Wifdom, fhield 
This noble Neftor of th* Htftoric field, 

Th E living Names, who there difplay their power. 
And give its glory to the prefent hour, 48$. 

I pafs with mute regard ; in fear to fail. 
Weighing their worth in a fufpedted fcale : 
Thy right, Pofterity ! I facred hold. 
To fix a ilamp on literary Gold ; 
Bleft I if this lighter Ore, which I prepare 49©. 

For thy fupreme Affay, with anxious care. 
Thy current fan£tion unimpeach'd enjoy. 
As only tin£tur*d with a flight alloy ! 
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Ventum eft ad partem opens deftinati longe gravifli- 
mam — nunc quoque, licet major quamunquam moles 
prematy tamen proipicienti Bnem mihi conftitutum eft 
vel deficere potius, quara defperare — noftra temeritaa 
etiam mores ei conabitur dare, et affignabic officia. 

QyiNTiL,.Lib. xii. 



ARGUMENT 



OF THE THIRD EPISTLE. 

Tbefources of the chief defers in Hijlory — Vanity naii~ 
cnol and- private — Flattery^ and her ^various arts — 
Party-ffiritj Superjiition, and falfe PhUoJophy — Cha^ 
rader of the accompHfh'^d Hiftorian, — The Laivs of 
Hiflory — Style — Importance of the fubjed — Failure of 
Kn o L L E s from a fubjed ill chofen — Danger of d^uell^ 
ing on the difiant and minute parts of a fulled really 
inter eft ing — Failure of MiLT OS in this particular. — 
The wor/l defed of an Hiflorian, ajyfteni of tyranny^ 
Infiance in Brady.: — Want of a General Hiflory of 
England: Wifb for its accomplijbment, — Ufe and de^ 
light of other Hifiories—-of Rome, — Labour cf the Hif'- 
torinn — Cavils againft him, — CoKcern for Gibbon's 
irreligious fpirit — The idle cenfure of his pafjion for 
Fame — Defence of that paJ/ton^-^Conclnfion^ 



EPISTLE III. 



l3 A Y thou ! whofe eye has^ Uke the Lynxes beam^ 

PiercM the deep windings of this mazy ftreanif 

Saj9 from what fource the various Poilbns glidc^ 

That darken Hiftory*8 difcolourM tide j 

Whofe purer waters to thy mind difpenfe $ 

The wealth of Virtue, and the fruits of Senfe ! 

Thcfe Poifons flow, collective and apart. 

From Public Vanity, and Private Art. 

At firft Delnfion built her {zfe retreat 

On the broad bafe of National Conceit : to 

Nations, like Men, in Flattery confide. 

The flaves of Fancy, and the dupes of Pride, 

Each petty region of the peopled earth, 

Howe'er debas'd by intelledual dearth. 

Still proudly boalled of her claims to (hare i J 

The richeft portion of celeftial care r 

F or her (he faw the rival Gods engage. 

And Heaven convuls'd with elemental rage. 

To her the thunder's roar, the lightning's fire, 

ConBrm'd their favour, or denounc'd their ire. 20 
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To feize this foible, daring Hift*ry threw 

Illudve terrors o*er each fcene flie drew ; 

Nor would her fpirit, in the heat of youth. 

Watch, with a Veftal's care, the lamp of Truth ; 

But, wildly mounting in a Wicch's form, 25 

Her voice delighted to condenfe the ilorm ; 

With fliowers of blood th* aftonift'd earth to drench^ 

The frame of Nature from its bafe to wrench ;: 

In Horror's veil involve her plain events. 

And (halie th' affrighted world with^ire portents.* 3a 

Still fofter arts her fubtle fpirit tryVf 

To win the eafy faith of Public Pride r 

She told what Powers, in tiines of early date^ 

Gave confecration to the infant ftate ; 

Mark'd the bleft fpot by facrcd Founders trod, 35 

And all th' atchievements of the guardian God.. 

Thus whilcj^ like Fame,, (he refts upon the land^ 

Her figure grows j her magic limbr expand t 

Her towVing head, towards Olympus toft,. 

pierces the fky^ and in that bls^eis loft.^ 40 

Yet bold Philofophy at length deftroyM 
The brilliant phantoms of th' Hiftoric void ;. 
Her fcrutinizing eye, whoie fearch fevere 
Rivals the prefTure of Ithuriel's fpear. 
Lets neither dark nor fplendid Fraud efcape,. 45 

But turns each Marvel to its real ibape. 
The blazing meteors fall from Hift*ry's fphere ;; 
Her darling Demi-gods no more appear ; 
^ No more the Nations, with heroic joy,. 

Boaft their defcent from Heaven-dcfcending Troy : ja 

* Vcr. 30. Sec N O T E L 

On 



( -39 ) 

On Franc 10 new the Gallic page is mute, * 

And Britiih Story drops the name of Brute^ 

What other failings from this fountain flowM, 

Ill-meafurM fame on martial feats bcilow'd. 

And heaps, enlargM to mountains of the Qain» 55 

The miracles of valour, ftill remain. 

But of all faults, that injur'd Truth may blame, 

Thoie proud mi (lakes the Brd indulgence claim. 

Where Public Zeal the ardent Pen betrays. 

And Patriot Paflions fwell the partial praife. 60 

Ev'n private Vanity ' » y pardon find. 

When built on worth, and with Inftru^ion join'd : 

In Britiih Annalifts more rarely found. 

This venial foible fprings on foreign ground; 

*Tis theirs, who fcribble near the Seine or Loire, 65 

Thofe lively Heroes of the light Memoir ! 

Depicts more hateful to ingenuous eyes. 
In Adulation*8 fervile arts arife : 
Mean Child of Int'reft f as her Parent bafe ! 
Her charms Deformity! her wealth Difgrace f 70 
DimmM by her breath, the light of Learning fades 1 
Her breath the wifeil of mankind degrades. 
And Bacon's felf, for mental glory born, t 
Meets, as her flave, our pity, or our fcorn. 
Unhappy Genius ! in whofe wond'rous mind 75 

The fordid Reptile and the Seraph join'd ; 
Now traverfing the world on Wifdom's wings. 
Now bafely crouching to the laft of Kings : 
Thy fault, which Freedom with regret furveys. 
This ufeful Truth, in ftrongeft light, difjdays ^ 80. 

* Vcr. 51. Sec NOTE II. 
t Vcr. 73. Sec NOTE III. 
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That not fufficient as thofe (Lining parts. 

Which (hed new radiance o'er concenterM arts ; 

To reach with glory the Hiftoric goal 

Demands a firniy and independ^pit foul. 

An eagle-eye, that with undazzled gaze 85 

Can look on Majefty's meridian blaze. 

But Adulation, in the worft of times. 

Throws her broad mantle o'er imperial crimes ; 

In Hift'r)'s field, her abjedt toils delight «» ' J 

To fiiut the fcenes of Nature from our fight, 90 j 

Each human Virtue in one m ^ to fling, j 

And of that mountain make the flatue of a King. * 1 

Yet oft their labours, flighted or abhorr'd. 

Receive in prefent fcorn their juft reward; 

Scorn from that Idol, at whofe feet fhe lays 9J \ 

The fordid offering of her venal praife. 

As crown'd with Indian laurels, nobly won, X 
His conqueil ended, Philip's warlike Son 
Sail'd dowa th' Hydafpes in a voyage of {port. 
The chief Hiftorian of his fumptuous court too 

Read his defcription of a fingle fight. 
Where Porus yielded to young Ammon's might j 
And, like a Scribe in courtly arts adroit, 
Moft largely magnif>'d his Lord's exploit : 
Tho' ever on the flretch to Glory's goal, 105 

Fame the firfl: pafllon of his fiery foul ! 
Fierce from his feat the indignant Hero fprung. 
And o'er the veffers fide the volume flung ; 
Then, as he faw the fawniiig Scribbler fhrink,, 
** Thus fhould the Author with his Writing fmk, 1 10- 
" Who ftifies Truth in Flattery's difguife, 
^ And buries honeft Fame beneath a load of Lies.'*^ 

. * Vcr. 91. Sec N O T E IV. 
t Vcr. 97. Sec NOTE V. 
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Bu T modern Princes, having lefs to lofc. 
Rarely thefe infults on their name accufe : 
In Dedications quietly inurn*d, * 1 1^ 

They take more lying Praife than Ammon fpurnM ; 
And Learning's pliant Sons, to flattery prone. 
Bend with fuch blind obeifance to the throne. 
The bafeft Kin^ that ever curft the earth. 
Find many a witnefs to acted his worth : 120 

Tho' dead, ftill flatterM by fome a^jedt flavc. 
He fpreads contagious poifon from his grave. 
While fordid hopes th* Hiilorian'e hand entice 
To vamifli ev'n the tomb of Royal Vice, 

Tho' Nature wept with defolated Spain, 125 

In tears of blood, the fecond Philip's reign ; 
Tho* fuch deep fins deform'd his fallen mind. 
As merit execration from mankind : 
A mighty empire by his crimes undone i 
A people raaflacred j a murdcr'd fon : 130 

Tho' Heaven^'s difpleafure ftopt his parting breath. 
To bear long loathfome pangs of hideous deaths 
Flattery can ftill the Ruffian's praife repeat. 
And call this wafter of the earth difcreet : 
Still can He RK ERA, mourning o'er his urn, § 13$ 
His dying pangs to blifsful rapture turn. 
And paint the King, from earth by curfes driven, 
A Saint, accepted by approving Heaven ! 

But arts of deeper guile, and bafer wrong, 140 
To Adulation's fubtle Scribes belong : 
They oft, their prefent idols to exalt. 
Profanely burft the confecrated vault 5 
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Steal from the buried Chief bright Honour^s plume , 

Or (lain with Slander's gall the Statelnian*s tomb : 145 

Stay, facrilegious flaves ! with reverence tread 

0*cr the Well aflies of the worthy dead ! 

See ! where, uninjured by the charners damp. 

The Veftal, Virtue, with undying lamp. 

Fond of her toil, and jealous of her truft, 

^its the keen Guardian of their facred duft, 159 

And thus indignant, from the depth of earth. 

Checks your vile aim, and vindicates their worth; 

•* Hence ye ! who buried excellence belied, 

** To foothe the fordid fpleen of living Pride ; 

** Go ! gild with Adulation's feeble ray 155 

** Th' imperial pageant of your pafling day ! 

** Nor hope to (lain, on bafc Detraction's fcroll, 

^* A Tully's morals, ora Sij>ney^s foul !" — * 

Juft nature will abhor, and Virtue fcorn. 

That Pen, tho' eloquence its page adorn, 160 

Which, brib'd by Intereft, or from vain pretence 

To fubtler VV^it, and deep-difcerning Senfe, 

Would blot the praife on public toils beftow'd. 

And Patriot paliions, as a jeft, explode. 

Less abjedt failings fpring from Party- rage, r6j 
The peft moft frequent in th' Hiftoric page 4 
That common jaundice of the turbid brain. 
Which leaves the heart unconfcious of a (lain. 
Yet fuffers not the clouded mind to view 
Or men, or actions, in their native hue : 170 

For Party mingles, in her feverilh dreams. 
Credulity and Doubt's moft wild extremes : 
She gazes thro' a glafs, whofe different ends 
Reduce her foes, and magnify her friends : 

♦ Ver. «J8. SfccNOTE VIII. 

Delu(ioii 
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DeluHon ever on Iicrfpirit dwells; . i^j 

And to the worft excels its fury fwells, 
VHien Superilitioif 8 raging pallions roll 
Their favage frenzy thro* the Bigot^s foul* 

Non lefs the blemifli, tho* of different land, * 
From falfe Philofophy's conceits rcfinM! 180 

Her fubtiie influence, on Hiflory (bed. 
Strikes the fine nerve of Admiration dead, 
(That nerve defpisM by fceptic fons of earth. 
Yet ftiil a vital fpring of human worth.) 
This artful juggler, with a (kill fo nice, 18$ 

Shifts the light forms of Virtue and of Vice, 
That, ere this wakens fcom, or that delight. 
Behold ! they both are vanifbM from the fight ; 
And Nature*s warm affedtions, thus deftroy'd. 
Leave in the puzzled mind a lifelefs void. 199 

Far other views the liberal Genius fire, 
Whofe toils to pure Hiftoric praife afpire ; 
Nor Moderation's dupe, nor Faftion's brave. 
Nor Guilt's apologifl, nor Flattery's flave : 
Wife, but not cunning; temperate, not cold ; 195 

Servant of Truth, and in that fervice bold ; 
Free from all biafs, fave that juft controul 
By which mild Nature fv/ays the manly foul. 
And Reafon's philanthrophic fpirit draws 
To Virtue's intereft, and freedom's caufe ; 200 

Thofe great ennoblers of the human name, 
Pure fprings of Power, of Happinefs, and Fame ! 
To teach their influence, and fpread their fway. 
The juft Hiftorian winds his toilfome way 5 

?» Vcr. J7^ Sec N O T E IX. 
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From filent darknels, creeping o'er the earth, 20 y 

Redeems the finb'ng trace of ufeful worth ; 

In Vice^s bofom marks the latent thorn. 

And brands that public peft with public fcorn* 

A lively teacher in a moral fchool ! 

In that great office fteady, c lear, and cool 1 210 

PleasM to promote the welfare of mankind. 

And by informing meliorate the mind ! 

'Such the bright talk committed to his care 1 

Boundlefs its ufe ; but its completion rare. 

Cr I t I cs have faid, '* Tho' high th*Hiftorian*s charge. 
His Law's as limple as his Province larger 216 

Two obvious rules enfure his full fucceis — 
To fpeakno Falfehood^ and no Truth fupprefs: % 
Art muft to other works a luftre lend. 
But Hiftorj pleafes, howfoe'er it's penned." 220 

It may in ruder periods ^j but-in thbfe. 
Where all the luxury of Learning flows. 
To Trutirs plain fare no palate will fubmit. 
Each reader grows an Epicure in Wit ; 
And Knowledge muft his nicer tafte beguile 225 

With all the poignant charms of Attic ftyle. 
The curious Scholar, in his judgment choice, 
Expefls no common Notes from Hiftory's voice; 
But all the tones, that all the paffions fuit. 
From the bold Trumpet to the tender Lute : 230 

Yet if thro'' Mufic's fcale her voice (hould range. 
Now hi^, now low, with many a pleaUng change, 
Grace muft thro' every variation glide. 
In every movement Majefty prefide : 
With eafe not carelefs, tho' corredt not cold ; 235 
Soft without langour, without harfhnefs bold, 

J Vet. 418. S<c NOTE X. 
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Tho* Affedation can all worb debafe, 
In Langua|;€f, as in Life^ the Une ci Grace ! 
Regarded ever with a fcomful fmile, 
She moA is cenfar*d in th* Hiftoric ftylc : 240 

Yet her infinuating power is fuch^ 
Not ev'n the Greeks cfcap*d her balrful tduch % 
And hencd th' unucterM Speech, and long Harangue, 
Too oft, like weights, on ancient Story hang. 
Lefs fond of labour, modern Pens devife 245 

Afk6ted b^uties of inferior fize : 
They in a naiT6wef compafs boldly ftrlfce ' 
The fancied Portrait, with no feature like ; 
And Nature's (imple colouring vainly quit. 
To boaft the brilliant glare of fading Wit. 2 jo 

Thofe works alone may that bleft fate expe6t 
To live thro"* time,, uncorffcious of neglcft. 
That catchi in fpringlng from no fordid fou/ce, 
The eafe of Nature, and of TrutTi the force. 

But not ev'n Truth, with bright Expreflion gracM, 
Nor all Defcriptiba^ powers, in lucid ottier pIacM> 256 
Not even thefe s^ fond regret eiigage. 
Or bind attention to th' Hiftoric page. 
If diftantf tribes coifi^jofe th' ill-chofci* Theme^ 
Whofc favagc viriuei wake no Warm efleem 5 260 
Where Faith ahd Valour fpring from Hbnout's gfave. 
Only to form tb' Afiams and the Slave* 
From Turkifh tyrants, ftain'd with ferrile gbrcj 
Enquiry turns ; and Learning's (ighs deplore. 
While o'er- his natae Negledt's cold (hadow rolls, z6% 
A wade of Genius in the toil of Knoll-es. % 

t Vcn 165.= Sec N O T E XU 
Vol. I. H There 
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There are, we own, whofe magic power is fuch. 

Their hands embellilh whacfoe^er they touch : 

Their bright Mofaic fo enchants our eyes. 

By nice Arrangement, and contrafied Dies, zj^ - 

What mean materials in th6 texture lurk> 

Serve but to raife the wonder of the work. 

Yet from th' Hiftorian (aft fuch power is rare) 

The choice of Matter claims no trifling care, 

'T IS not alone colledled Wealth's difplay, ^75 
Nor the proud fabric of extended Sway, 
That mark (tho' both the eye of Wonder fill) 
The happy Subjed for Hiftoric (kill : 
Wherever Nature, tho' in narrow fpace, 
Fofters, by Freedom's aid, a liberal race; a8o 

Sees Virtue fave them from Oppreflion's den. 
And cries, with exultation, " Thefe are Men," 
Tho' in Bceotia or Batdvia born. 
Their deeds the Story of the World adorn. 

The Subject iix'd, with force and beauty fraught, 
Juft Difpofition claijoas yet deeper thought ; 286 

To caft enlivening Order's lucid grace 
O'er all the crouded fields of Time and Space } 
To ihew each wheel of Power in all its force. 
And trace the ftreams of A6Uon from their fource ; 290 
To catch with fpirit and precifion join'd. 
The varying features of the humaa Mind > 
The Grace, the Strength, that Nature's children draw 
From Arts, from Science, Policy, and Law ; 
Opinion's falhion, Wifdom's firmer plan, 295 

And all that marks the charadter of Man. 
Of all the parts, th|U Hiftory's volume fill. 
The juft Digreffion claims the niceft (kill ; 

As 
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As the fwift Hero, in the Olympic race. 
Ran with lefs toil along the open fpace ; 300 

But round the Goal to form the narrow curve, 
Caird forth His utmoft ftrength from every ncrve^ 

The SubjeA's various powers let Study tell ? 
And teach th* Hiftorian on what points to dwell f 
How in due (hades to fink each meaner part, 305 

And pour on nobler forms the radiance of his art ! 
Tho' Patriot Love the curious fpirit fires 
With third to hear th* atchievements of his Sires 1 
And firicifb (lory wins the Briti(h mind 
With all the charms that fond attention bind $ 310 

Its early periods, barbarous and remote, 
Pleafe not, tho' drawn by pens of nobieft note : 
O'er thofe rude fcenes Confufion's (hadows dwell. 
Beyond the Power of Genius to difpel > 
Mifts ! which ev^n Mi l ton's fplendid mind en(hroud ; 
Lod in the darknefs of the Saxon cloud ! 316 

NEGLECT alone repays their (light offence, 
Vhofe wand'ring wearies our bewilder'd fenfe : 
3«t juft Abhorrence brands his guilty name. 
Who dares to vilify his Country's fame; 320 

With Slander'^s rage the pen of Hiftory grafp. 
And pour from thence the poifon of the Afp 1 
The murd'rous falfehood, ftifling Honour's breath f 
The flavilh tenet. Public Virtue's death ? 
With all that undermines a Nation's health, 325 

And robs die People of their richeft wealth I 
Ye tools of Tyranny f whofe fervile guile 
Would thus pollute the records of our iflc, 

H 2 ^ '^e^^\ 
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Behold your Leader curft with public hate. 

And read your juft reward in Brady*^ fate I *' 35 

O s A c R E D Liberty ? (hall Faxon's train 
Pervcrrthe reverend archives of thy reign ? 
Shall (laves traduce the blood thy votaries fpilt, 
Blafpheming Glory with the name of Guilt ? 
And (haU np Son of thine their wiles overwhelm, 3li 

And clear the ftory of thy injur'd realm ? 
To this bright taflt fomc Britilb fpirit raife. 
With powers furpaffing ev'n a Li vy's praifel 
Thro* this long, vrildernefs his march- ihf pi re^ 
And make thy temperate flame bis leading fire ! 54^ 

Teach his keen eye, andcomprehenfive foul. 
To pierce each darker part, and grafp the whole! 
Let Truck's itfidoubted fignet fcal his pagc> 
And Glory guard the work firom age to age ? 
That Britifh minds from this pure fonrce may draw J45 
Senfeofthy Rights, and patiion for thy Law, 
Wiftlom to prizes and Honour, that infpires 
To reach that virtue which adorn'd our Sires t 

But not alone our native land attra6ts ; 
Far different Nations boaft their fplendid fa^s : 35O' 

la ajicient Story the rich fruits unite 
Of civil WiCdom and fobiimc DeHght .* 
At Rome's proud name Attention's fpirit&rift^ 
Rome, the firft idol of our infant eyes f 
Ufe and Importance mark the vaft defigq^ . 3$ 5 

X^learly to trace her periods of DecKne. 
Yet here, O Gibbon ! what longtoilaenfue? 
How winds the labyrinth ? hqw faiJs the due I 
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lo' rude materials Time's deep trenches fill, 

radiant ftrudlure rifcs from thy (kill j 360? 

hofe rplendor, fpringing from a dreary wafte^ 

Jchams the wondering eye of Public Tafte. 

ius to the ancient traveller, whofe wayj 

-rofs the hideous fands of Syria lay, 

le Defart blazM with fudden glory bright ; 365 

id rich Palmyra rufiiM upon hk fight. 

Bu T O 1 what fbey befet each honoured Name^ 

ivancing in the path of lettered fame ! 

o ftop tl^e progrcfs, and infult thy pen, 

he fierce Polemic iiTucs from his den,^ 370 

Ta I N K not my Verfe means blindly to engage 

^ ralh defence of t^iy profaner page ! 

-ho* keen her fpirit, her attachment fond, 

tdefervtce cannot fuit with Friendibip's bond ^ 

'00 finn &oai Duty^s iacred path to turn^ 37$' 

le breathes an honeft (igh of deep concern, 

^d pities Genius,, when his wil4 career 

lives Faith a wound, or Innocence a fear.^ 

Lumility herfelf,. diviody mild,. 

ubiime Religion^s^meek and modeft child, 380 

•■ike the dumb Son ofCROisus, in the ftrifc^* 

Vhere Force aflailM his Father*« facred life, 

^teab filence,. and with filial duty warm> 

^ids thee revere her Parent's hallow*d form ! 

Par. other founds the ear of Learning ftun, 3$$ 

*'X)m proud Theology's contentious Son y 

♦.Vcr. 381. See NOTE XUL. < 
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Rage in his voice? and Rancour in his ftyle h 

Lefs eager to correft, than to revile, * 

His idle fcofFs with coarfe reproof deride 

Thy generous fhirft of Praife, and liberal Pride j 3 

Becaufe thy fpirit dares that wiffi avow^ 

Which Reafon owns j and Wifdom muft allow L 

The noble Inftinft, Love of lafting Fame, f 

Wai wifely planted in the human fVame : 

From hence the brighteft rays of Hiftory flow ; ^^ 

To this their Vigour and their Ufe they owe. 

Nor ftorns fair Virtue this untainted fource. 

From hence fhe often draws her lovely force : 

For Heaven this paflion with our life combined,. 

Which, like a central power, impels the languid mincf-— 

When, clear from Envy's cloud, that general peft ! 4c::^ 

It bum» rooft biightly in the Authpr*s breaft^ 

Its foothing hopes his various pains beguile. 

And give to I^earning's face her foothing fmile : 

What joy, to think his Genius may create 40^ 

Exiftence far beyond the common date f^ 

His Wealth of Mind to lateft ages give,^ 

And in Futurity^s afFe6Hon live ! 

From unborn Beauty, ftill to Fancy dear» 

Draw with foft magic the delightful tear ; 4iq. 

-Gr thro* the bofbm of fkr diftant Youth, 

Spread the warm glow of Liberty and Truth [ 

O GiBBO>i !. by thy frank ambition taught. 
Let me like thee maintain th* enlivening thought. 
That, from Oblivion's killing cloud fecure, 415 

IS/ly Hope may profper, and my Verfe endure : 

• Vcr. 387. Sec NOTE XIV. 
JN^ Ver. 3M. Sec N O T K XV. 
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bright Name, on Hiftory's car fublime, 
ft triumph o'er the field of Time, 
altering,, thy long march attend, 
ig Slave I but an applauding Friend ! 420 
imperfedt (ketch I fondly drew, 
le province, where thy laurels grew ^ 
ur*d with a wreath of humble ba) $>- 
ad Pseaftof thy lading praife I 
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NOTES 

TO THE 

FIRST EPISTLE. 



NOTE 1. Vekse 4. 



Th^ 



unf ailing urns of Praife and Cenfnre fland^l 

Two urns by Jove's high throne have ever ftood^. 
The fource of evil one,, and one of good.. 

Pope's Iliad ixiv. v. 663. 

NOTE II. Versb S5, 

TV/ one ex,etling'Gr«>ekf &c.] Dionyfius of Halicar- 
naffusj.the cdebratec! hiftoridn and critic of'riie Augtrftan* 
age, whb fettled in Italy, as' he himfelf informs us,. oH 
the clofe of the civil war. Ke has- addrelTed a little 
treatife, containing a critique on the elder hiflorians^ 
to. his friend Cnaeus Pompeius, whom the French critics 
' fuppofe'to T>e Pompey the tereat ;t but Reilke^.the laft 
editor of DioiiyCu's, his funkhjm into a petfy Greek 
grammarian, the client or freedmatt* of the iiltiftrions: 
K^man. i • . . 

In this treatife" of Dionyfius, and in one ftill longeri 
«a the charaftcr of Thucydidcs, thctt tR ftto ewi^l- 



156 N O T E S T o T H-« 

cdlent hiftorical precepts, which Mr. Spefman has ju- 
■ diciouifly thrown together in the pfefac* to hU adfii2ni- 
ble tranflation of the Roman Antiquities. He 

inlfpduces thfin by th9 ibllowing^ «it>fenratiQp, which 
may fcrve perhaps to recMnmend the/ubjed of the pre- 
fent poem. "^So much has been faid, both by the 
antients and the moderns^ Tn praife of the advantages 
refulting from the ftydy of HHlory, partrcularly •/ 
Diodorus Siculus among the former^ in the noble pre^ 
face to his Hiftorical Colle£lions ; and by. the late Lord 
Bolingbroke, amon^ the moSpTns, ign hh adipirabfe ietter 
on that fubjedt; that I am adonrfhed no treatife has ever 
yet appeared in any age,^ or any langua^e^ profeiledly 
written to prefuibe mies for writinig Hiftory, a work 
allowed to be of the greateft advantage of all others to^ 
mankind,, the rcpofitoiy of truth,, fraught with leflbns 
both of pjiblic and pFiVate virtue,, and enforced by 
flronger-motives than precepts — by examples.. Rule& 
for Poetry and Rhetopie have been written by iQ^xiy 
authofs,^ btth i^iHt and vn^dem,. ^ if. delight and 
eloquence vwre 9f yea tef^cpnfegucmce than inftru6lion :• 
however, Rlj^tprk was a partof Hiftory^ as treated by 
thfi aotients ;. not the principal part indeed,. bu t fubfer- 
vient to the principal j and calculated to apply the fa^s. 
exhibited by the narration.. I Icnow it may oe laid, that, 
many antiem Hifterics aiK flill preferved,. and that thefc 
models are fufficient guides for modern Hiftorians,^ 
without pahictilar 'rules rifo K ad the Greeks Poets of 
• ^U d@>n^ipipd|iG^ in their hands, and. }et i^ri^otle 
' thougjit it< neceiTary tx>. ^reroribe^arcicujar rulea^ 
to hir countrymea appljiQ^ tiiafe iauamples to 
^very braoch of poetry : .^^i!|iMi he Kad done tfe 
£une iu Hiftory ; if he Sfk^ it is very probable 
lihat his. pnecepu wopld have rendered tt^e be(t of our 
nodefn Hiilofies mor^ peffed,. a^dtb^ wprll, kfa abp- 
. <BinaWe.---Sin9e;tjie t4(|*rfe6lijon tif kcctr^, the want 
. of fiich ^ guide h^ l>eeJO c^jtpi plained (jf b v many au* 
Ihors, and particularly by Kapin, in the prt-face lo l^s 

Hiftory ©f Epj^pd.""? S^l«n,an^ p^jji? ij. But 

(his wgi^nifi\i^ .^od. learned writer ipe^ks a Ilttl^ too 
.4fongly, in faying^ no tteaufe\ia% e\w ^^^^i^it^W -mvy 
^ge 01 language, conuinin j txxV^s ^t W\^^\^. "tVw 
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is one in Latin by the celebrated \'o{fius, entitled Ars 
Hiftorica; another (by Hubertus Folicta, an elegant 
Latin writer, of th^ loth century, on whom Thuanus 
bellows the higheft commendation ; and Mafcardi, an 
Italian crttic, patronized by Cardinal Mazarine, ha!) 
written rifo dell Arte Hiftorica. Tke curious reader 
jQ^y find a iingular anecdote relating to the publication 
of this work in Bayle, under the article Mafcardi* But 
to return to Dionylius, in comparing Herodotus and 
Tliucydides> he cenfures the latter with a degree of 
Ceverity unwarranted by truth and reafon : indeed thit 
feverky appeared (b ftrilcing to the learned Fabricius, 
that he feemed to confider it as a kind of proof, that 
the critical works of Diony(ii» were compoibd in the 
hafty fervor of youths They are however in general,. 
to ufe the words of the fame ingenious author, eximia 
& ledtu dtgna ; and a valuable critic of our own coua* 
try, who refembles Otonyfius in elegance ofcompofi- 
tion^ and perhaps rn ieventy of judgment, has ipok^n 
yet more warmly in their favour, ■ ■ See Warton*s 
ii{]^y on Pope, 3d edition,, page 1.75. 

NOTE III. Vkrse 63. 

j^nd Lucian ' /^ 0/ Humour'* s fins fupfeme /] The 
little treatife of Luc»an ♦^How Hiilory Ibould be writ- 
^n,** may be conlidered as one of (he motl valuatile 
prcdudtiona of that lively author^ it is not only written 
with great vivacity and wit, but is entitled to the Supe- 
rior praiie of bceathing moil exalted ifentiments ef Ubeity 
and virt«e» There it a peculiar ki»d (f fuiblimity w his 
defcription of an accompliihed HiAorian. 

i^vdi^, croKn^iaf urn aMiiflK ^O^u «c Knf/MUVK fivrn 

cXfio» rH.hvTOi' {free m vok i»»?AM(f xa^jKVtXi;, ftVTAMffto;, 

• . It is a piece of ju dice due to our own country to 
temark^ that in the ^d volume of the >NoT\d, t\v^\^\% ^, 
ludicrous effay on Hi/lory by. Mr. Cambi\d|5^.^V\0cL 



1-53 NOTES TOTBE 

rs written with all the (pirit and all the hum 
Lucian. ^ 

NOTE IV. Verse 68. 
Ani riff a Xenophon i*i felf-effe^m.'] Ovlirif oc 

Stfofttvm n^ftureurtj Luc I a n edit*. Riolla; 

NOTE v.. X7ERsr77. 
fn Efnfpt oncp a dread trihimnt Jlood,"] Thfs fi 
itiftitution, which is alluded to by many of oi 
authors, is related at large in the Fir^ Book ofDi* 
Siculus; and as the paflage is curious; the foil 
free tranflation of it may afford entertafnment 
Englifh reader—** Thofe who prepare to bury a 
on, give notice of the day intended for the cer 
to the judges, and" to all the friends of the dec 
informing them, that the body will pafs over the 
that diftridb to which the dead belonged : wheny 
judges being afTembled, to the number of mor 
forty, and rangihg' therafelves in a femicircle « 
farther fide of the lake, the, velfel is fet afloat, 
tSofe who (Uperintend the funeral have prepai 
this purpofe.. This veflel i« managed by a pilots 
in the Egyptian language Charon ;: and hence 
iky, that Orpheus;, travelling in old times into I 
and feting this ceremony,, fvirmed his fable of t 
fernal regions,, partly from what he faw,. and 
from invention. The veffel being launched: on th< 
before the coiEn which contains- the body is p 
board, the law pernfits all, who are fo incline 
produce an acjcufation a ainft it.- ■ --If any one 
forth, and proves that the deceafed has led an ev 
the judges pronounce fen.tence,. and the body i 
eluded trom burial v. but if the accuferis c6avi< 
tnju^ce in his charge, be falls himfeLf under a< 
derable penalty. When no accufer appears,^ or 
the accufer is proved to be an unfair pne, the eels 
whp are aifembled^ change their eiprei&oni of 1 
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into encomiums on t^e dead : yet do not, like the 
Greeks, fpeak in honour of his family, becaufe they 
confider all Egyptians as equally well-born} hutiliey 
let forth the education and manners of his youth, his 
piety andjudice in maturer life,^ his moderation, and 
every virtue by which he v/as diftiiiguiflied ;. and they 
fupplicaie the infernal Deities to receive him as an aflb- 
ciate among the bleft. The multitude jpin their accla- 
mations ofapplaufe in this celebration of the dead, 
whom they confider as- going to pafs an eternity among 
the jufl below *.** — Such is the defcription which Dio- 
dorus gives ofthis funeral judicature, to which even the 
kings of Egypt were fubjedt. The fame author aflcrts^ 
that many iovereigns had beeji thus judicially deprived, 
of the honours of burial by the indignation or their peo- 
ple : and that the tecror;; of fuch a fate had the moft 
lalutary influence on. the virtue of their kijigs. 

The Abb6 TerrafTon has drawn a fublime picture of 
this fepulchral procefs, and indeed of many Egyptian 
Myftenes, in his very learned and ingenious comdnce>, 
TheLifeofSethos.. 

NOTE VL Vfe-KSB 115. 

The infant Muje^ ambitious at her birth, 

Rofe the young herald of heroic worth,'] ** Not only thc^^ 
Greek writers give a concurrent teftimony concerning 
the priority of Siftorical Verfe or Profej but the records 
of all natfons unite in confirming ft.. The oldeft com- 
portions among^the Arabs are in Rythm or rude. Verfe ;,. 
and are often cited'asgroofs of the truth of Iheir fubfe- 
Quent Hiftory.. The accounts we have of the Peruvian 
irory confirm the fame fa6l ;. for GarcilaiTo tells us, that 
he compiled a part of his Commentaries from the.antient 
fongs of the country— Nay, all the American tribes,, 
who have any compofitiori^^arC found to cftablilh the 
feme truth-^Northem Europe conti'iHutes its Ihare cf 
tcflimony: for there too we find the Scythian or Runic 
fongs ^any of th«m hiftorical) to be the oldeft compo- 
fitioDS among tfaefb barbarous nations**' 

Browne's Dilfertation on Poetry, &c. . Pag. $0*. 

^^Swdon Skull Lib. i, Tn. Jii fw^Xoms ftavtic^w, bit, . 
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NOTE VII. Verse 131. 

But in the center cftbofe I'oft abodes ^ 
IVheff mighty mofs the landofE^ypt Foads."] Tl 
count of the Pyramids I have adopted from the 
learned Mr. Bryant, part ofwhofe ingenious obler 
upon them I (ball here prefent to the reader, — 

One great purpofe in all eminent and expeniive 
tures is to pleafe the ftranger and traveller, andt 
their admiration. This is efFeded foxsetimet by t 
turc of magnificence and beauty : at other times 
by immenfity and mndeur. The latter feems t< 
been the obje6ls in tne erecting of thofe celebrated 
ings in Egypt : and they certainly have anfwei 
defign. For not only the vaftnefs of their (huQui 
the area which they occup> , but the a?es they ha 
dured, and the very uncertainty of their hiftory» 
run fo far back into the depths of antiquity, prodt 
together a wonderful ven^ ration ; to which building 
• eiquifite and embelli(bed are feldoro entitled, 
have fuppofed, that they were defigned for places 
pulture : and it has been affirmed by Herodotu 
ether antient writers. But they fpoke byjguefs : 
have (bewn by many inftances, how ufual it was : 
Grecians to mi (lake temples for tombs. If the chi 
ramid were defigned for a place of burial, what o( 
was there for a well, and tor pailages of conununi 
which led to other buildings ? Near the Pyram 
apartments of a wonderful fabric, which exteo 
length one thoufand four hundred feet, and about 
in depth. I hey have been cut out of the han 
and brought to a perpendicular by the artift*8 c 
and through dint otlabour faOiioned as they now a 
They were undoubtedly defigned for the recep 
prienss and confequently were not appenilagc 

tomb, but to a temple of the Deity T£e 

of Egypt delighted in obfcurity ; and they pr 
came by the fubterraneous pafiages cf the ouiL 
the dark chambers within ; where they perfbnnei 
hiflrations, and other nocturnal rites. Many of 
cknL tciDples ia ihU gdiMty wer« oiv^raa in tlu 
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tnlarged by art^ and cut out into numberlefs dreary 
apartments : for no nation upon earth was fo addicted 
to gloom and melancholy as the Egyptians. 

Bryant's Analyfis, Vol. III. Page 529. 

NOTE VIII. Verse 190. 

Of the fierce OmoTy &c.] The number of Volumes de- 

ftroyed in the plunder of Alexandria is faid to have 

been fo great, that although they were diftributed to 

keat foar choufand baths in that city, it was iix months 

before they were confumed. When a petition was fent 

ft) the Chaliph Omar for the prefervation of this magni- 

icenC library, he replied, in the true fptrit of bigotry, 

*' What i« contained in thefe books you mention, is 

cither agreeable to what is written in the book of God 

(meanin? the Alcoran) or it is not: if it be, then the 

Alcoran is fuificient without them : if otherwiie, Uis fit 

tfaey ibouid be deftroyed.'' 

OcKL€y*« Hift. of rhe^acens^ Vol. I. page 313; 

NOTE IX. Vers. 203. 

The ehme ejcpands /—Behold th'' Hifioric Sire/—'] Hero- 
dotns, to wbom Cicei o has given the honourable apellaci* 
on of The Father of Hiftory, was born in Halicarnaflus, 
a cityof Caria, four years before the invaflon of Xerxes^ 
in the year 404 before .Chri ft. The time and place of 
bis death are uncertain ; but his countryman Dionyfius 
ioforms Jis, that he lived to the beginning of the Pelo- 
ponnefian war ; and Marcellinus, the Greek author 
who wrote a life of Thucydides, afHrms there was a 
monument ere^d to thefe two great Hiftorians in a 
burinl-place belonging to the family ofMiltiades. 

There is hardly any auchor, ancient or modern, who 
has been more warmly commended, or more vehemently 
cenfiired, than this eminent Hiilorian. But even the 
fevcre Dion^-fUis declares, he is one of thofe enchanting 
wdcers, whom you perule to the laft fyllable with plea- 
furc, and dill wilb for more. — i'lutarch himfelf, who has 
mitdc the moft violent attack on his veracity, allows him 
all the merit of beautiful compofition. From the heavy 
cWjes brought againil him by the aaaUeuu, l\v& l4xska>a.\ 



i6a NOTESroThE 

Henry Stephens, and his learned friend Canierarius, 
have defended their favourite Hiftorian with great fpirit- 
But Herodotus has found a more formidable antagonift 
in a learned and animated writer of our own times, to 
whom the public have been latelv indebted for his hav- 
ing opened to them new mines of Oriental learning. — If 
the ingenious Mr» Richardlon could effectually fup- 
port his Perfian fyftem, the great Father of the Grecian 
ftory muft (ink into a fabulift as low in point of veracity 
as Geoffrey of Monmouth. It muft be owned, that 
feveral eminent Writers of our country have treated him 
as fuch. Another Orientaliftr wkor m his elegant Pre- 
face to the Life of Nader Shaw, has drawn a fpirited 
and judicious iketch of many capital HifloFians, de- 
clares, in palling judgment on Herodotus, that ** his 
accounts of the l^erfian affairs are at lead doubtful, i£ 
not fabulous." — Hume, 1 think, goes ftill further^ and 
fays, in one of his effays — " "1 he hrft page of Thucjf- 
dides is, in my opinion, the commencement of real Hif- 
tory.*' For my own part, 1 cpnfefs myfclf more credu- 
lous : the relation, which Herodotus has given of the 
repulfe of Xerxes from Greece, is fo delightful to the 
romd, and fo animating to public virtue, that I fhould 
be forry to number it among the Grecian fables. 
£t madLdis cantat quae Softratus alii. 

NOTE X. Verse ao6. 
As the fair figure af his favoured ^ween^ Artemifia of 
HalicarnaiTus, who commanded in perfon the five vef- 
fels, which (be contributed to the expedition of Xerxes. 
On hearing th^t (he had funk a Grecian galley in the 
fea- fight at Salami s, he exclaimed, that his men had 
proved women, and his women men. 

He ROD. Lib. VIII. p. 66o. Edit. WelT. 

NOTE XL Verse ^209. 
&oft as the fireamy vjhofe dimplintf waters play •I Sine 
ullii faiel.'ris quafi fedatus amnis fluit. 

Cicero inOratore. 

NaXE. 
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NOTE XIL Verse 225. 

But mark the Touth^ in dumb delight immers^i^ Thu- 
cydides, the fon of Olorus, was born at Athens in the 
year 47 1 before Chrift, and is faid, at the age of fifteen, 
to have heard Herodotus recite his Hiftory of the Olym- 
pic games. — The generous youth was charmed even to 
tcafs, and the Hiftorian congratulated Olorus on thefe 
marks of genius, which he difcovered in his fon. — Being 
'n veiled with a military command, he was hanilbed from 
Athens at the age of 48, by the injuftice ( f fadtion, be- 
caufe he had unfortunately failed in the defence of Am- 
pliipolis. — He retired into Thrace, and is reported to 
have married a Thracian lady poiieiled of valuable mines 
'n that country. — At the end of 10 years his fentence of 
^anilhment was revoked. Some authors affirm that hfc 
•^turned to Athens, and was treacheromly killed in that 
^ity. But others affert that he died in Thrace, at th« 
^v^nced age of 80, leaving his Hiilory unfiniibed. 

Marcei.. and Dojjwell* Anailes Thucydid. 

NOTE XIIL Verse 251. 
A generous guardian of a rin:al^s fame^ It is faid br 
Diogenes Laertius, that Xenophon firft brought the Hit- 
tory of Thucydides into publfc reputation, though he 
had \t in his power to aflume to himfclf all the glory of 
that work. This amiable Philofophcr and Hiftorian was 
born at Athens, arid became early a dtfcipie of Socrates, 
who is faid by Strabo to have faved his life in battle* 
About the 50th year of his age, according to the conjee-, 
ture of. his admirable tranlTator Mr. Spelman, he en- 
gaged in the expedition of Cyrus, and accomplifhed hia 
/immortal retreat in the fpaceofi5 months. Thejea- 
loufy of the Athenians bahiihed him from his native ci- 
ty, for engaging in the fervice of Sparta and of Cy-* 
PUS. — ^^On his return therefore he retired to Scillus, a 
town of Elis, whtTe he built a temple to Diana, which, 
he mentions in his Epiftles, and devoted his leifure to 
philoibphy and rural Iports. fiut commotions arifing ia 
that country, he removed to Corir.th, where he is fup- 
pofed to have written his Grecian HiftoiN^ ^tidl^ Vxv^^ 
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died at the s^ge of ninety, in the year 360 before Chrift. 
By his wife Philefia he had two fons, Diodorus and 
Gryllus. The latter rendered himfelf immortal by kil- 
ling Epaminondas in the famous battle of Manttnea, 
but periihed in that exploit, which his father lived to 
record. 

NOTE XIV. Verse 273. 

Rome*s haughty genius, ^idho enjlau'*d the Greeks 
h Grecian language deigns atfirft tofpeak,'] Some of 
the mod illudrious Romans are known to have written 
Hiflories in Greek. The luxuriant Lucullus, when he 
was very young, compofed in that language a Hiftory 
of the Marfi, which, Plutarch fays, was extant in his ^«a 
time— Cicero wrote a Greek Commentary on his owo^i^ 
confulftiip— and the elegant Atticus produced a fimiliar:^E^ 
work on the fame fubjc6t, that did not perfectly fatisfj^i^^ 
the nice ear of his friend, as we learn, from the foUoMrin gE^^ 
curious paifaige io. ik letter concerning the Hiflory \\ ^ 
qu^iUon :— ** Qtfjpi^am tua ilia (legi enim libenter,^ "" 
horridula mihi dS^^^ incompta vifa funt : fed tamen^c: 
erant orpata hoc ipfo, quod oraamenta neglexerant, e^ ^ 
Ut maliares^ ideo bene olere^ quia nihil okbant^ vide — '^ 
bantur*^' ^ 

Epift. ad At T I CUM.. Lib.. !!• Ep. i 

NOTE XV. Verse 279. 

Thou friend of Scipie / 'ver^din lVar*s dar«M.] PoFy— ^^ 
biqs, born at Megalopolis \n Arcadia, ito5 years befor^^^ 
Chiift. He was trained to arms under the celebratei^^^ 
Philopcemen, and is defcribed by Plutarch carrying the 
urn of that great but unfortunate General in his funeral 
proceQion. He arofe to confiderable honours in his 
ewn country, but was compelled to vifit Rome witi 
ether principal Achamns, who were detained there a 
podges for the fubmiliion of their ftate.^ From hences^^ 
ke became intimate with the iecond Scipio Africanuiy^-^^^ 
and was prefent with him at the demolition of Carthage..^ 
He faw Corinth alfo plundered by Mummius, and thencer' 
Balling through die cities of Achaia, reconciled them to^ 
Rome. He extended hUtTaveUvnto^^^VV^^^^^^-^^n^*---^ 
Spaki, time he might av old i:uc\v^to^^^\ivcAw^\^%sJ^^ 
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Wenfured in other writersof Hiftory . He lived to the 
^ge oT 82, and died of an illnefs occafioned by a fall 

Fabricius, Bibliotheca Grseca. 

Inclofing this concife account of the capital Greek 

Jlifforians, I cannot help ohfcrving, that our language 

^ as been- greatly enriched, in the courfe oftheprefent 

^^ntury, by fuch tranflation? of thefe Authors as do 

^reat honour to onr country, and are at leaft equal to 

^>^y which other nations have productd. 

In the chief Roman Hiftorians we ieem to have been 
*^s fortunate ; but from the fpecimcn v/hich !VIr. Aikins 
"^^8 lately given the public in the fnraller pieces of Ta- 
"^^itusj- we may hope to fee an excellent verfion of tha^ 
>^*ahiable author, who has been hitherto i/I treared 
^ B OUT language, and among all the antients there is 
^none perhaps whom it is more dUiciik to tranflate 
X^th fidelity and fpirit. 

NOTE XVI, Verbs 297. 

Sententious Sallufl leads her lofty troinj] This Cele- 
T)rated Hiftorian, who from the irregularity of his life, 
and the beauty of his writing?, has been called, not un- 
happily, the Bolingbroke of Rome, was born at Ami- 
temum, a town of the Sabines. For the profligacy of 
his ear^y life he was expelled the fenate, but refiored 
by the interell of Julias Cacfar, who gave him the com- 
mand of Numidia, which province lie is faid to have 
plundered by the mo:t infamous extortion, purchafing 
with part of this treafurc thofe rich and extenfive pol- 
fiilions 00 the Q^iirinal Hill, fo celebrated by the name 
of the Horti Sallaiiiaii'. — He died in the 70th year of 
his age, four yea ca before the battle of A dium, and 35 
before the Chri^r.ian acra. His enmity to Cicero is well 
koown, and perhaps it had fome influence on the pecu- 
liarity of Ills diction-^erfonal animofity njjght make 
him endeavour to form a ftyle as remote as poilible for 
the redundant language of the inunortal Orator, whofe 
turbulent wife, Terentia, he is faid to have married- 
afier her divorce. This extraordinary woman is reporr- 
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ed, to have Hved tt> the age of 103, to have 
Meflala, her third hufl)and,* and ViWus Ru 
fourth. The latter boa fted, with the joy of ai 
quartan, that he pofTeiied two of the greateft curi< 
the world, namely Terentia, who had been i 
wife, and the chair in which C«far was killed.- 
JeroM; and Dio Casius, quoted by Middl 

hi? life of Cicero. But to return to Salluf 

Roman Hiftory, in fix books, from the death < 
to the confpiracy of Catiline, the great work fron 
he chiefly derived his glory among the AntientSj 
fortunately loft, excepting a few fragments ; 
two detached pieces of Hiftory, which happily 
« itire, are fufticient to juftify the great encomi 
has received as a writer. — He has had the fingu 

nour to be twice tranflated by a royal hand 

our biizabeth, according to Camden i and fei 
by the prefent Infant of Spain, whofe verfion 
eiegant Hiftoriin, lately printed in folio, is one 
moil beautiful books that any country has product 
the invention of printing. 

NOTE XVII, Verse 311, 

In bright pre^emiriencfy that Greece mi^lt ovjn, 

Sublimer Li'uy claims th"* Hijioric throneC\ j 

little perfonal account, that can be colleded of 

amounts only to this that he was born at 

um, the modern Padua ; that he was chofen 1 
guftus to fuperintend the education of the ftupic 
dius ; that he was rallied by the Emperor for 
tachment to the caufe of the Republic; and 1 
died in his own country in the 4th yea of Tiber 
the age of 76. — There is a paflage xu oae of Plin 
ters, which, as it (hews the high and ext^nfive i 
tion of our Hiftorian during his life, I Ihall prei 
the reader in the words of Plin)''s moft elegant I 
tor. ** Do you remember to have read*of a 
inhabitant of the city of Cadiz, who was fo ftruc 
the illuftrious charader of Livy, that he travel 
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^ome< 



ome on porpofe to fee that great Genius ; and as foon 
^ he iatisiied his curiofity, returned home again ?^ 
Mel moth's Pliny, Vol. 1. page 71. — A veneration 
**3hmore extraordinary was paid to this great author by 
^Ajtihonfo King of Naples, who in 1451 fent Panormita 
^^^ his Amba^fador to the Venetians, in whc^e dominion 
^4ie bones of Livy had been lately difcovered, to beg a 
-•^lic of this celebrated Hiftorian, They prefented him 
^^ith an arm-bone, and the prefent is recorded in an 
• ^(cription preferved at Padua, which the curious reader 
-^^ny hnd in Voffius de Hiiloricis Latinis, This fingu- 
l'«U' anecdote is alfo related in Bayle, under the article 
S^anonnica. — Learning perhaps never fuftained a greater 
Xofsy in any fingular author, than by the deftru^on of 
tiie latter and more interefting part of Livy. Several 
eminent modems have indulged the pleaiing ezpeflacion 
^at the entire work of this noble Hii^ori^n might yet 
\>e recovered. It has been faid to exift in an Arabic 
"verfion : and even a compleat copy of the original is 
luppofed to have been extant as latt; as the year 1631, 
and to have peri(hed ut that time in die plunder of Mag- 
■deburgh. The munificent patron of learning, Leo the 
Xtb, exerted the moil generous zeal to reicue from obli- 
vion the valuable treal'ure, which one of his moll bi- 
^tted predficelfors, Gregory the Grciit, had expel ed 
from every Chrillian library. — Ba}lc has preferved un- 
der the article Leo, two curious original letters of that 
Pontiff, corxcming his hopes vf recovering Livy ; 
which atford moii honourable proofs of his liberality in 
the caule of letters. 

JsJ O T £ XVIIL Verse 325. 

Tety like the mutcblefsy mutilated frat/u*^ 
To i.vhicb great Angelo i>e^ueatl?*d bis nameJ] The 
trunk of a (lutue of Hercules by Apollonius the Athe- 
nian, univerfally called the Torfo of Michael Angelo, 
from its having been the favourite (ludy of that dii^ine 
Artift. He is faid to have made out the compleat figure 
in a little model of wax dill preferved at Florence, and 
rejjrefenting Hercules repofing after his labours. The 

fig;ure 
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figure is (itting in a penfive poftur^^ wicfa aa elbow itft^ 
ing on the knee. 

NOTE XIX. Verse 3^3- 
Sarcajlic Tacitus^ abrupt and dark,'] T^iCtM WtA 
bom, according to the conjedure of LipfiUft* m the 
cloie of the reign of Claudius : pailiftg tkrongk irariotti: 
public honours, he rofe at length to the conftdar digr 
nity, under Nerva, in the year of Chrift 97. Th« jfcUe- 
of his death is unknown, but he is faid to havcliwd' 
happily to an advanced age with his wife, the amialde 
daughterof the virtuous Agricola, whofe life he has (b- 
beautifully written. By this lady he is* fuppbfed to^ 
have left children ; and the ctnperor Tactttt« is- con-. 
jcdured to have been a remote defcendant from the- 
hirlorian, to whofe works and memory he paid the high*. 
eft regard. It is reported by Sidonius Apdlinaris, that 
Tacitus recommended the province of writing Hiftory 
to Pliny the Younger, and that he did not himfelf en* 
gage in that employment, till his friend bad declined it* 
This is not mentioned, indeed, in any of the beauti-. 
ful letters ftill remaining ^^m Pliny to Tacitus; buC 
it is an inftance of delicacylSnf^ralleird among the An* 
tients, as will appear from the fallowing remark by onC' 
a^ the moft elegant and liberal of modern critics. 
' ** The Roman Poet, who was not more eminent by 
h's genius thanamiible in his moral charadter, aiFords 
pjerhaps, the moft remarkable inftance that any where 
occurs, of the conceilions which a mind ftrorigly im- 
pregnated with the fentiments of genuine amky» is ca- 
pable of making. Virgil's fuperior talents rendered 
him qualified to excel in all the nobler fpecres of poeti- 
cal compofition : neverthelefs, from the moft uncom- 
mon delicacy o^ friendihip, he facrificed to his intimacy 
with Horace, the unrivall'd reputation he might have 
acquired by indulging his lyric vein ; as from the fame 
refined nwtive he forbore to exercife his dramatic pow- 
ers, that he might not obfcure the glory oi his friend 
Varius, 

AurtiM 
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Aurum et opet et nira, frequens donabic amicus : 
Qui velit iiigeuio cetUre, rarus «rit." 

Mart. VIII. iS. 
Me L MO T H^s Remarks on LiS l i u s, page 292* 

As to Tacitus, it is clear, I think, from the letters 

^>f Pliny, as well as from his own moll pleafing Life of 

-^gricola, that he poflefled all the refined and affedio- 

i^ate feelings of the heart in a very high degree, though 

^le general caft of his hiftorical works might lead us to 

Sxnagine, that aufterity was his chief charaderi (lie. It 

'^rould be eafy to fill a volume in tranfcribing the great 

Encomiums, and the violent cenfures, which have been 

^aviOied by modern writers of almoll every country oa 

^ his profound Hiftorian. The lafl critic efjeminence, 

x^ho has written againfl him^ in Britain, is, I believe, 

-^he learned Author of The Origin and Progrefs of Lan- 

..^age^ who, in his third vcTume of that work, has 

xnade many curious remarks on the compoiition of the 

^ntient Hiftorian?, and h particularly fevere on the 

'didlion of I acitus. He reprei'ents him as the defective 

model, from vvhich modern writers have copied, what 

lie is pleafed to call, " the Jbatt and priggijb cut ^fftyU 

'^* Jo much in uje nvii?'* 

NOTE XX. Verse 356. 

• 

Thy Plutarch Jbines^ by mot'al beauty km*ivn,'] It is to 
be wifhed, that this moft amiable Moralift and Biogra- 
pher had added a Life of Limfelf, to thofe which he has 
given to die world : as the particulars, which other 
writers have prel'erved of his perfonal Hiftory, are very 
doubtful and imperfc£l. According to the learned Fa- 
bric i us, he was born under Claudius, 50 years after 
the Chridian sera, raifcd to the confular dignity Hinder 
Trajan, whofe preceptor he is faid to have been, and 
made Procurator of Greece in his old age by the Empe- 
ror Adrian in the 5th year of whofe reign he is fup- 

pofed to have ditd, at the age of 70, He was married 
to a moft amiable woman of lis own native town Chce- 
ronea, whofe name was Timoxena^ and to whofe fenfe 

Vol, L I mnj 
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and virtue he- ha& borne the mod: afFediooate te^ooj 
in his moral works ; of which it may be regretted that 
we have no elegant cranflation. Indeed, even die Lives 
of Plutarch, the mofi: popular of all. the antientjiiftori- 
cal compoHtions, were chiefly known* to the £ngliih 
reader by a motl'ey and miferable 'ver(ion» till a new 
one, executed with fidelity and fpirit, was pre^tedto 
the public by the Langhornes in 1770. 

NOTE XXL ViKSE 379- 

Miid Marcellinus / free from fjer^ile tripe /J AmflM- .>; 
anus Marcellinus, a Grecian and a Soldier, as he cafls j 
kim(elf, flourifhed under Conftantius and the fiiccced- J5 
ing emperors, as late as Theodofius. He ferved under 
Julian in the Eaft, and wrote a Hiftory from the reign 
ofNervata the death of Vakns, in ^i books, of which 
18 only remain. — The time and circumftances of his 
own death are unknown. — Ba} le has an article on Mar- 
cellinus, in which he obfervcs, that he has introduced 
a raoft bitter invedtive agfainft the Practitioners of Law 

into- his Hiftory. He (hould have added, that the 

Hiftorian beftows great encomiums on fome iliuftrious 
charaders of that profelfion, and even mentions die pe- 
culiar hardfhip to which Advocates are themfelves ex- 
poled. — The curious reader may find this paflage. Lib. 
XXX: Cap. 4. 

NOTE XXIL Verse 399. 

And, wkb ComnencCs royal name impre/fJ] Anna 
• Comnena was the elded daughter of the emperor Alex- 
ius Comnenus, and the emprefs Irene, born 1083.-' 
She wrote the Hiftory of her father, in 1 5 books, iirft 
publilbed, very imperfedtly by Hcsfcheiius, in i6io» 
and ftnce printed in the colledtion of the Byzantine Hif- 
torians, with a difRife and incorredl Latin version by the 
Jefuit Poflimus, but with excellent notes by the lesirn- 
ed Du Frefne. 

Confidering the miseries of the time in which (he liv 

ed, and the merits of her work which fome Critid 

iare declared fupeiioi to ^% w^ other in that volumin- 



FIRST EPISTLE. 171 

0118 coUedion — this Lady may be juftly regarded as t 
Snpilar phsenomenon in the literary world : and, as 
thw mention of her may poffibly excite the curiofitjr of 
m^&ir Readers, I fliali clofe the Notes to this Epiftle 
with prefenting to them a Tranflation of the Preface 
to her Hiftory, as I believe no part of her Works have 
yet appeared in any modern language, I found that I 
toold not abridge it without injuring its beauty, and 
Aongh long, I (utter myfelf it will efcape the cenfure 
of being tedious, as (he feelingly difplays in it the mis- 
brtunes of her life, and the charadter other mind. 

THE PREFACE OF THE PRINCESS 

ANNA COMNENA. 

FROM THE GILEBK. 

Prefixed to her Alex 1 ad, or Hiftory of her Fa- 
ther the Emperor Alexius. 

TIME, which flows irrefiftibly, ever encroach- 
ng, and ftealing fomething from human life, feems to 
>ear away all that is mortal into a gulph of darknefs ; 
bmetimes deflroying fuch things as deierve not utterly 
be forgotten, and fometimes, fuch as are moft no* 
ilc, and moft worthy of remembrance. Now (to u(c 
the words of the tragic poet*) 

Di(covering things invi(ible ; and now 
Sweeping each prefent objeA from our fight* 
But Hiftory forms the ftrongeft barrier againft this tide 
of Time: it withftands, in (bmejneafure, the violence 
of the torrent, and, by colledting and cementing fuch 
thinn as appear worthy of prefervation, while they are 
I^umed along the ftream, it allows them not to fink into 
theabyfs of oblivion. 

On this confideration, I Anna^ the daughter of the 
^peror Alexius, and his confort Irene, bora and 
educated in imperial fplendor — not utterly void of lite- 
^ture, and folicitous to diftingaifh myfelf by that Cre- 

' • Sophocles. 

I Z ^\'^^ 
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cian chara6teri(Hc — as I have already applied mjfelfto 
Rhetoric, and having thoroughly ftudied the Prmcipki 
of Ariftotle and the Dialogues of Plato, have endea- 
voured to adorn my mind with the * four ufual brandi- 
es of education (for I think it incumbent on me, even 
at the rifque of appearing vain, to declare what quali- 
fications for the prefent talk I have received from na- 
ture, or gained by application ; what Providence h» 
beftowed upon me, or time and opportunity fupplied.) 
On thefe accounts I am defirous of commemorating in 
my preient work, the actions pf my £ither, as thtj 
deferve not to be buried in filence, or to be plungecC 
as it were, by the tide of Time, into the ocean of Ob- 
livion: both thofe actions which he performed after he 
obtained the diadem, and thofe before that period, while 
he was himfelf a fubjed of other Princes. I engage in 
this narration, not lo much to difplay any little taknt 
for compofition, as to prevent tranfadions of fuch im- 
portance from perifliing unrecorded : fince even the 
brigfatefl of human atchievements, if not configned to 
memory under the guard of writing, are extinguiihedi 
as it were, by the Darknefs of Silence, 

My father was a man, who knew both how to go- 
vern, and to pay to governors a becoming obedience J 
but in chudng his actions for my fubjedt, I am appre- 
henfive, in the very outfet of my work, left 1 ipay be 
cenfured as the Panegyrift of my own family fw wri- 
ting of my father; that if I fpeakofhim with admira- 
tion, my whole Hiftory will be conddered as a fal^ 
and flattering encomium ; and if any circumftancc, 1 ■ 
may have occafion to mention, leads me, as it were by 
force, to difapprove Ibme part even of his condud* 1 
am appreheniive, on the other hand, not from the cha-. 
raster of my father, but from the very nature of things, 
that fome malignant cenfures may compare me to Cham, 
the Ton of Noah ; fince there are many, whom envy 
and malevolence will not fulFer to form a fair judg- 
ment, and who, to fpeak in the words of Homer, 
Are keen to cenlure, where no blame is due. 

* Aftrdogy, Geometry^ Arithmetic, and Malic 
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For whoever engages in the province of Hiflory, is 
bound to forget all fentiments both of favour and aver- 
fion; an i often to adorn his enemies with the highefl 
commendations, when their adlions are entitled to fiich 
reward ; and often to Cenfure his mod intimate friends, 
when the failing of their life and manners require it. — 
Tbefe arc duties equally incumbent on the Hiftorian^ 
viiicb he cannot decline. As to myfeif, with regard to 
tbofe vrho may be affeded either by my cenfure or my 
praifey I would wifli to affure them, that I fpeak both 
of them, and their condud, according to the evidence 
cf diieir actions themfelves, or the report of thofc who 
beheld them ; for either the fathers, or the grandfd* 
t&en, of many perfuns now living were ocular wit- 
adesof wfaati fliall record. 1 have been chiefly led to 
n^gige in this Hidory of my father by the following 

cfacnmfl^ncer It was my fortune to marry Carlar 

hScephorus, of the Bryennian family, a man far fupe* 
tior to all his cotemporaries, not only in perfonal beau* 
tj, but in fublimity of underilaading,. and all the charms 
}f eloquence ! for he was equally the admiratien of 
^e who faw, and thofe who heard hiin. But that my 
Irfcourfe may not wander from its prtfent purpofe, let 
nc proceed in my narration ! — He was then, among all 
len, die moft diiUnguilhed 5 and when he marched 
nth the emperor John Comnenus, my brother, on his 
xpedition agamft Antioch,. and other pUces in polfef- 
on of the Barbarians, flill unable to abftain from lite- 
iry purfuits, even in thofe fcenes of labour and fa- 
gue, he wrote various compofitions worthy of remem- 
rance and of honour. But he chiefly applied himfelf 
» the writing an account of what related to my father 
lezius, emperof of the Romans, at the rcqueft of the 
nprefs j reducing into proper form the tranfadions of 
is reign, whenever the times would allow him to de- 
ote ihort intervals of Icifure from arms and battle to 
orks of literature, and the labour ofcompofition. In 
irming this Hillor}, he deduced his accounts from an 
irly period, being direfted in this point alfo by the 
iftrutlioii of our royal miflrefs j begmmu^ liotcv xJaa 
I 3 ^m'^\Q>\ 
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emperor Diogenes, and defccnding to the perfon, whom 
he had chofen for the Hero of his Drama — for this fea- 
Ibn firll (hewed my father to be a youth of expcQanon. 
Before this period he was a mere infant ; and of courfe 
performed nothing v/orthy of being recorded : unlefs^ 
even the occurrences of his childhood ihould be thou^C 
a fit fubjedt for Hi (lory. Such then was the dedgn and 
fcope 01 Cafar's compofition : but he failed ii> the hops 
he had entertained, of bringing his Hiftory to its con— ■ 
ciufion : for having brought it to tJie times of the em - 
pcror Nicephorus Botoniates, he there broke off, hav - 
ing no future opportunity allowed him of continuing 
his narration : a circumftance, which has proved a f^ 
vere lofs to Literature, and robbed his readers of d^ 
light ! — On this account I have undertaken to recoc~« 
the anions of my father, that fuch atchievcments ma^^ 
not efcape pofterity. What decree of harmony anh.« 
grace the writings of CaelarpolleHed,. all perfons knowj 
wlio have been fortunate enough to fee his compofitioas. 
But having executed his work to the period I have 
mentioned, in the midft of hurry and fatigue, and bring- 
ing it to us half-finifhed from his expedition, he broug-bt 
home> alas ! at the fame time, a dilbrder that proved 
mortal, contrafted, perhaps, from the haixldips of his 
palTage, or perhaps from that harralTing fcene ofperpe^ 
tual a(^ion,and poffibly indeed from his infinite anxiety 
on my account ; for anxiety was natural to his affedti- 
onate heart, and his labours v/ere without intermiliion. 
Moreover the change and badnefs of climates might pre- 
pare him for this draught of death. For notwithftand- 
ing the dreadful ftate of his health, he perl'cvered in the 
campaign againft the Syrians and Cilicians, till at length 
he was conveyed out of Syria in a n.oll intirm Itate, and 
was brought through Ciiicia, Pamphylia, Lydia, and 
iithynia, home to the metropolis of the empire, and to 
his family. But his viials were now affedted by his in- 
finite fatigue. — Even in this fl:ate of weaknefs he was 
detirous of difplaying the events of his expedition ; but 
this his diforder remicred him unable to execute, and 
indeed we enjoined him not to at\v:m^t it, left by the 
effort of fuch a narraxioiv \ie ^v.\vxV^ W\^ ^v^^ Vw 
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UT>und. — But in the recolleClion of thcfe things, my 
^'hole foul is darkened, and my eyes are covered with 
a flood of tears. — O what a diredor of the Roman 
counfels was then torn from us f O what an end was 
there to all the treafures of clear, of various, and of 
ufeful knowledge, which he had colle^ed from obfer- 
^3tion and experience^ both in regard to foreign af- 
ijrs, and the internal bufinefs of the empire ! — O what 
? form was then deftroyed ! — Beauty, that fecmed not 
ndtled to dominion, but bearing even the femblance of 
livinity ! — I indeed have been converlant with every 
•alamity } aiki have finind, even from the imperial cra- 
lle, an unpropitrous fortune : Ibn^ perhaps might ef- 
eem that fonuse not unpropitious, whicn feemed to 
inile upon my birth, in giving me fovereigns for my pa- 
ents, and nurfing me in the imperial purple: but for 
he other circuinrtancc^ of ray life, alas, what tem- 
pers i ala??, Vi'hdt perturbations ! The melody of Or- 
pheus affed-vd even inanimate nature i andTimotheus, 
in playi rg the Orcliic iong to Akxandcr, raade the Ma- 
cedon ftart to arms. 

The relation of my miferies would not, indeed, pro- 
duce futh effedts ;. but it would move every auditor to 
tears ^ it would forov^ net only beings endued with fen- 
(ibility, but even inanimate nature to fympathize in my 
forrow. — This remembrance of C?cfar, and his unex- 
pedted death, tears open the deepeft wound of my foul : 
indeedy I coniider ail my former misfortunes, if com- 
pared to this immeafarable calamity, but as a drop of 
tvater to the Atlantic fca : or rather, my earlier amic- 
:ioa were a kind cf prelude to this : they firft involved 
ne, as it were, like a irnoke preceding this raging fire: 
;hey were a kind of he:it, that portend^^d a conflagration, 
vhich no words can dcCcribe. O thou fire, that blazeft 
vithiUtfuel, preying on my heart without deftroying 
ts exiitence 5 piercin^ through my very bones, and 

Lrjnking up «iy foul ! But I perceive myfelf hurri- 

jd uv/ay from my fubjeft : this mention of Cccfar, and 
Arhat 1 fuller in his i-jfs, has led mc into the prclixity of 
jricf: v/iping thc;cfoR the tear from my eyes, and re- 
1 4 %xiv\\v^s|^ 
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fbaining myfelf from this indulgence of foirow, 
proceed in order ; yet, as the * tragic poet fa^s 

Still adding tear to tear, 
as recolle£tiag misfortune after misfortune : for 
tering on a hiftory of fuch a king, fo eminent 
virtues, revives in ray mind all the wonders '. 
formed, which move me to freih tears : and 
fbare in common with all the world ; for the 
brance of him, and the recital of his reign, fup 
me a new fubje6t of lamentation, and muit remin 
of the lofs they have fuftained. 

But let me at length begin the Hiftory of my 
from the period moft j>roper :— now the moft pro 
riod 18 that, which will give to my narration th< 
eft^ and moft hiftorictl appearance.—* 

* Ittripidcf. 
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L IV Jointed Kings renounce ^ nvith holy dread ^ 
The d.ajle endearments of their marriage hedP^ It I's 
^dl known how Edwafd the Confcflbr is celebrated for 
I tis inviolable chaftity by the Monkilh Hiftorians — one 
of them, in particular^ is fo foltcitous to vindicate the 
piety of Edward in this article, that he palTes a fevcre 
cenl'ure on thofe, who had imputed his iingular conti- 
nence to a principle of refentment againft the father of 
his queen — Hanc quoque Rex ut conjugem tali arte 
tradtavit f quod nee thoro removit ; nee earn virili more 
camaliter cognovit : quod utrum patris illius, qufpro- 
dftor convidlui erat, et familiae ejus odro quod pniden- 
t.T pro tempore difliraulabat ; an amore caftitatis id fe- • 
cent, incertum eft aliquibus, qui in dabiis iiniilra inter- 
pretantun Veruntamjn non bencvoli, et veritati, ut 
videtur, didbni dicere pracfumunt. Quod Rex charita- 
1 5 Xv^ 
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tis et pacis munere dicatus, de genere proditoris haeredes^u 
qui (ibi fucxederenty corrupto feminenoluepit procreare. 
Sciebat enim rex pacificus quod filia nihil cruninis com- 
mi (it cum patre prodicore> Sc ideo non refpuit thorum. 
virginis ;. fed ambo unantmi afTenfu caftitatem vove- 
runty parique voLuntate. Thoma Rup^BORNEy Hift. 
major, in Anglra Sacra. Tom. I. p. 241. 

The very high degree of merit,, which the writers of 
the dark ages attributed to this matrimonial mortifica- 
tion,, is ftill more forcibly difplayed in a miraculous 
ftory related by Gregory of Tours, which the curious 
reader may 6nd in the Firfl Book and 426. chaptei of 
that celebrated Hiftorian. 

MOTE II. Vers^ 19. 

How Nuns,, entranc^e/f ^^J9y^ celejlial moun^y 
Made drunk "with rapture from a /acred fount, "] The 
Monkilh Hiftorians feem to have confidered a vifion as. 
the moft engaging embellifbment that Hiilory could re- 
ceive. — Even the fage Matthew Paris delights in thefc: 
heavenly digrefllons. But tke vifions,. to which the pre- 
ceding verfes particularly allude, are thofe of the Vir- 
gin Flotilda,. printed in the fecond volume of the Hif- 
torisB Francorum Scriptores,: by the learned Du Chefne r 
Avery fliort Ipecimen may fatisfy the curiofity of the 
Reader — Videbatur Canis candidus eidem adgaudere,^ 
quem tamen ilia timens pertranfiit, 6i ad quendam lo- 
cum in medium decentium clericorum pervenit,.qui earn, 
gratanter excipiebant, et potum ei in vafe pulcherrima 
quail aquam clariflimam o&erebant.— P. 624. 

NOTE m. Verse 24, 

With thofe dear ^ifts the Meadow,, and the MiIL\. 
The ufual legacy of the old Barons to their monaftic 
dependants. 

NOTE IV. Verse 59. 

If mitred Turpin told,, in nvildeft ftrainj] It. is now- 
geasrally agreed; chat the Hiftory which bears the 
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i^arneof Turpin, Archbifl^op of Rheims, was the for- 
gery of a Monk, at the time of the Crufades, though 
l^pe Calixtus tire Second declared it to be authentic^ 
- — But, as it was generally intended to pafa as gisnuti^ 
^iHii'cory, whenever it was compofed, and adtially tlid 
^o for feme ages, this poetical mention of it appeared 
»^ot iropTopcfw For die entertainment of the curious 
I^eader, I ftall tranfcribe the two miraculous paiTages 
alluded to in dM poem. — Ante diem belli, cadris etari- 
^tibus Sc turmis prseparatis in pratis, fcilicet quae fuat 
i ntcT caftrum, . quod dicitur Talaburgum, & urbenH 
3 uxta fiuvium Caranta, indxenmt Chriftiani quidam 
I^iflas fuas ered^as in terra ante caftra, craftina vero die 
l^aftas fuas cordcibus & frontihiis decoratas invenerunt ;. 
l^ii Idlicet qui in bello pracfenti accepturi erant martyrii 
palmam pro Chrifti fide. — Qui etiara tanto miraculo Dei 
^a\in, abfciilis hailis fuis d« terra, fimul coaduniti pii- 
xiiitus in bello perierunt, & multos Saracenoa occide* 
Xantf fed tandem Marty rio coronantur. Cap..X.. 

After the foliloquy of Roland, addreffed to his fwordi. 
'which mod readers have fctn quoted in Mr.. Warton's 
excellent Obfervations on Spenfer,, the Hiftorian pro- 
ceeds thus : — Timens ne in manus Saracenorum deve- 
niret, percuflit fpata lapidem inarmoreum trino iftu ;. 
a fummo ufque deorfum lapis dividitur,, & gladius bi- 
ceps illsefus ediicitur. — Deinde tuba fua cjepit altifona 
tonitruare, fi forte aliqui ex Chriftianis^ qui per nemo- 
ra Sanicenorum timore latitabant, ad fe venirent. Vel 
fi illi, qui portis jam tranfierant, forte ad fe redirent, 
fuoque funtri adeflent,. fpatamque fuam & equum acci- 
perent, et Sarace.ios perfequerentur. Tunc tanta vir- 
tute tuba, fua eburnea infonuit, quod fiatu omnis ejus 
tuba per medii^m fciila, & venae colli ejus & nervi rupti 
fuiffe feruntur,. cujus vox ad aures Caroli, qui in valle 
quae Caxoli dicitur, cum exercitu fuo tentoria fixerat^. 
loco fciiicet, qui diftabat a Carolo ofto miliaribus ver- 
fus Gdfconium, Angelico du^u pervcnit. 

Ca| ..xxii. & xxiii*. 
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NOTE V. Verse 65. 

Tet modeft Mginhardy wth f^ratejid care^ The ce- 
lebrated Secretarjr and fuppofed Son-in-law of Charle* 
main } who is faid to have been carried through the 
fnow on the (boulders of the afFedionate and ingenious 
Immay to prevent his being tracked from her apartments 
by the Emperor her father : a ftory which the elegant 
pen of Addifon has copied and embelli(hed from an old 
German Chronicle, and inferted in the 3d volume of 
the Spectator. — This happy lover (fuppoling the ftory 
to be true) feems to have pofTeiled a heart not unwor- 
thy of fo enchanting a miilrefs, and to have returned 
her affedion with the moft faithful attachment ; for 
there is a letter of iEginhard*s ftill extant, lamentinz 
the death of his wife, which is written in the tendereft 
ilrain of connubial affliction — it does not however ex- 
prefs that this lady was the affedttonate Princefs, and 
indeed fome late critics have proved, that Imma was 

not the daughter of Charlemain.- But to return to 

our Hiftorian.— He was a native of Germany, and edu- 
cated by the munificence of his imperial mader, of 
which he has left the moft grateful teftimony in his Pre-^ 

face to the Life of that Monarch the paiTage may 

ferve to (hew both the amiable mind of the HiHorian^ 
and the elegance of his ftyle, confideringr the age in 
which he wrote : Suberat & alia non irrationabilis, ut 
opinor caufa, quse vel fola fulHcere poilet, ut me ad 
hsec fcribenda compelleret ; nutrimentum videlicet in 
me impenfum, & perpetua, poftquam in aula ejus con-* 
verfari ccepi, cum iplb ac liberis ejus amicicia, qua me 
ita fibi devinxit, debitoremque tarn vivo quam mortuo 
conflituit \ ut merito ingratus videri 6s judkari pofiem,. 
ii tot beneficiorum in me collatorum immemor clariflima 
& illuftriflima hominis optime de me mer iti gefta filen- 
tio prseterirem ; patererque vitam ejus quaii qui nun- 
quam vtxerit fine literis ac debita laude manere ; cui 
fcribendse atque explicandse non meum ingeniolum, 
quod exile & parvum imo nullum pene eft, fed Tulli* 
anam pareratdefudare facundiam. — The terms in which 

he 
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he fpeaks of Charlemain^s being unable to write are as 
follow : — Tentabat & fcnhere fabulafque & codi cellos 
ad hoc in ledulo fub cervicalibus circumfcrre folebat^ 
ut cum vacuum tempus efTet, manum effigiundis litcris 
aifuefaceret. Sed paruro profper^ fucceilit labor prae- 

pofteniSy ac ferd inchoatus. /^,ginhard, after the 

iofs of his lamented wife, is fuppofed to have paffed the 
-remainder of his days in religious letirementy and to 
have died fbon after the year 840 — His Life of Char- 
leroain, his Annals frcm 741 to 889, and his Letters, 
are all inferted in the 2d volume of Duchefne's Scriptores 
Franconim. But there is an improved edition of this 
valuable Hiftorian, with the Annotations of Hermann 
Schmincke, in Quarto 1711. 

NOTE VI. Verse 79. 

I/Britijb Geoffrey fiWd his motley page 

With Merlin* sfpelli and Uther*s amorous rajsie,"] The 
firft of the two excellent diifertations prefixed to Mr, 
Warton's Hiftonr of Engliih Poetry, gives the moft per- 
fodt account of this famous old Chronicler, and his 

whinifical performance. ** About the year 1 100, 

Gualter, Archdeacon of Oxford, a learned man, and a 
diligent collector of Hiftories, travelling through France, 
procured in Armorica an antient Chronicle, written in 
the firitilh or Armorican language, entitled Brut-yBrerr' 
hinedy or the HiHory of the Kings of Britain. This 
book he brought into England, and communicated it 
to Geoffrey • of Monmouth, a Welfh Bencdiftine Monk, 
an elegant writer of Latin, and admirably ikilled in 
the Britiih tongue. Geoffrey, at the requeft and re- 
commendation of Gualter the Archdeacon, tranflated 
the Britifh Chronicle into Latin, executing the Tranf- 
lation with a tolerable degree of purity, and great fide^ 
lity, yet not without fome interpolations. — It was pro- 
bably finifhed after the year 1 1 jii."— " The fimple fub- 
jed of this Chronicle, divefted of its romantic embel- 
lifhments, is a dedudion of the Welfh Princes from the 
Trojan Brutus to Cadwallader, who reigned in the fe- 
vcnihyccntury.'' To this extract from Nt, Warton, it 
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may he proper to add a concife account of that roman-* 
tic emhelliffcrnent, to which I have particulariv allud- 
ed : — Uther Pendragon, at the feflival of his corona* 
tion, fdlN in love with Igerna, the vnk of Gorlois, 
Duke of Cornwall ; and bti.ig prevented from purfuing 
his addrcflts by the vigilance of the huiband, he ap- 
plies to the magical power (/Merlin for the completion 
of his dcfire. This he obtains by being transformed in- 
to tbe prrfon of Gorlois, and thus introducing himfelf 
to the deluded Igerna, as |upi cer vifited Alcmena, he 
gives birth to the celebrated Arthur, — Manfit itaquerez 
ea node cum Igema & iti'e defiderata venere refecit. 
Deceperat nainqueillam falfa fpecies qiiam affumpferat: 
deceperat etiam ti6titiis fer-iior.ibus, quos ornate com- 
poneoat, — andt- ipfa credula niiiil quud pofcebatur ab- 
negavit. Concepit itaque eadeni ncfle celebtrrimum 
ilium Aithuruin, (jui poftmodum ut Celebris efll-t, mifo 
probitaie prointruft. 

Galfridus Mon. Lib. vi. cap. 2. 

NOTE \1I. Verse 83. 

Tet Life* s great drama , and the Deeds of mfn. 
Sage Monk of Mahn'*Jhury / ercrajf^d thy pen,'] Wil- 
liam, furnamed of Malmeiluirv, from beia^a member of 
that church, was a native of Somerfetfliire, and is fup- 
pbfed to have received his education at Oxford. He is - 
juftly called, by almoft every writer on Englifb Hiftory,. . 
the moft liberal and judicious of all oux monailic Hifto- 
nans. His principal work is a Hiftory of our King8» 
from the arrival of the Saxons to the 20th year of Henry 
tl^e Firft. This was followed by two books of later 
Hiftory, which clofe with the celebrated efcape of tiie 
Emprefs Matilda from the Caftlc of Oxford, 1 142. 
Thefe works are both addreffed to that rouniticent pa- 
tron of merit, Robert Earl of Gloucefter, natural Ion 
of Henry the Firft, who was perhaps the moft exalted 
and accomplifhed charafter, that ever flourilhed in fo 
barbarous an age. The Hiftorian fpeab of his noble 
friend with all the firaplicity of truth, and all the warmth 
of virtuous admiration, Hs died, according to Pitts„ 
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m 1143, three years before hfs generous patron; and 
tbis is probable, from hfs not puH'uing his Hi'^ory, 
which he intimates a defign of refuuiing. — Yet there is 
a paflage preferved in Tanner, from the Preface to his 
Comments on Jeremiah^ which feeras to prove, that he 
lived to a later period,, fince he mentions his hiflorical 
works as the produdion of his younger days, and fpeaks 
of his age ad devoted to religious compofition. Befides 
his four Dooks de geftis Pontiticum Anglorum, he wrote 
many works of the fame pious turn, which the curious 
reader may fee enumerated in Tanner^s Bibliotheca* 

NOTE VIII. Verse 136. 

A failhfid Chronicler in plain Froiffart^ John Froif^ 
fart. Canon and Treafurer of the collegiate church of 
Chimay, in Henault^ was born at Valenciennes, a city 
of that province, in 1337, according to the conjedure 
of that elaborate and ingenious antiquarian Mr. de St. 
Pala}e ; who has amply illuftrated the Life and Writ- 
ings of this engaging Hiftori an, in a feries of di^erta- 
tion among the Memoirs of the French Academy, VoL 
X. Xlll. XIV. — St. Palaye imagines, from a paflage in 
the MS Poems of Froiffart, that his father was a pain- 
ter of Armories : — and it is certain the Hidorian difco- 
vers a paffion for all the pomp and all the minutiae of 
heraldry : it was indeed the favourite ftudy of that mar- 
tial age ; and Froiffart, more the pried of gallantry than 
of religion, devoted himfcif entirely to the celebration 
of love and war. — At the age of 20,. he began to write 
Hiftory, at the requeft de Jon cher Seigneur C^ Maitre 
MeJ/ire Robert de Namur, Chevalier Seigneur de Beau- 
fort. — The angutfh of unfaccefsful love drove him early 
into England, and his iini voyage feems a kind of em- 
blem of his future life ;. for he failed hither in a ftorm» 
yet continued writing a rondeau in fpite of the tempeft, 
till he found himfelf on that coall, oil Ton aime mieux 
U guerre, que la paix, & oO les eftrangers font tres- 
bien venus, as he faidofour country in his ^verfes^ and 
happily experienced in his kind reception at courts 
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where Philippa of Hainault, the Queen of Edward the 
Third, and a Patroncfs of learning, diftinguilbed the 
young Hiftorian, her countryman, by the kindeft pro- 
tedion ; and, finding that love had rendered him un- 
happy, fupplied him wirh monej^ and with horfes, that 
he m ght prefent himfelf with every advanmge before 
the ohjtd of his paifion. — Love foon efcorted him to 
his miflrcfs — but his addreffes were again unfuccefsful ; 
and, caking a fecond voyage to England, he became 
Secretary to his royal patronefs Philippa, in i ^6i, af- 
ter having prs.*fented to her fome portion of his Hiftory. 
— He continued five years in her fervice, entertaining 
her majefty ue beaux ui^iez i^ traidez amoureux : in 
this period he paid a vifit to Scotland, and was enter- 
tained ic davs by William Earl of Douglas.- In 

I 366, when iLdward the Black Prince was preparing 
for the war in Spain, FroilTart was with him in Gal- 
cony, and hoped to attend him during the whole courfe 
of that important expcditioB : — but the prince fent him 

back to the Qbeen his mother. He continued not 

long in EnglancI, as he vifited many of the Italian courts 
in the following year, and during his travels fuflafned 
the irreparable lofs of that patronefs, to whofe bounty 

he had heen fo much indebted. Philippa died 1369, 

and Froillart is reported to have written the life of his 
amiable protedtrels; but of this performance the re- 
fearches of St. Paiaye could difcover no trace. 

After this eventj he retired to his own country, and* 
obtained the benefice of Leftines, in the diocefe of 

Cambray. But the cure of fouls was an office little 

fuited to the gay and gallant Froiffart. His genius 

led him dill to travel from cadle to caftle, and from 
court to court, to ufe the words of Mr. Warton, who 
has made occafional mention of our author, in his ele- 
gant Hiftory of Englifh Poetr\ . Frorffart now en- 
tered into the fervice of the Duke of Brabant ; and, 
as that Prince was himfelf a poet, Froiffart colledl- 
ed all the compofitions of his mader, and adding 
fome of his own^ formed a kind of romance, which. 
b^ calls 
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Un Livre de Meliador 

Le Ciievalier au foleil d*or, 

and of which^ in one of his latter poeras^ he gives the 
fdllowing account : 

Dedans ce Romant font enclofes 
Toutes les chanf ons que jacis, 
Dont Tame foit en paradis. 
Que fit le bon Due de Braibant^ 
WincelauSy dont on parla tant ( 
Car un prince fu amorous. 
Gracious & chevalerous, 
l! t le livre me fit ja faire. 
Far trds grant amoureus d faire, 
Coment qu^il ne le veift oncques. 

The Duke died in 1384, before this work was com* 
pleted % and Froiilart (oon found a new patron in Guy 
Earl of Blois, on the marriage of whofe Son he wrote 

a Paftoral, entitled Le Temple d'Honneur. The 

Earl having requefted him to refume hts Hiftory, he 
travelled for that purpofe to the celebrated court of 
Gafton Earl of Foix, whofe high reputation for every ' 
knightly virtue attracted to his rcfidence at Orlaix, thoile 
martial adventurers, from whofe mouth it was the de- 
light of Froiflart to colledt the materials of his Hiftory. 
— The courteous Gafton gave him the moft flattering 
reception : he faid to him with a fmile (& en bon Fran- 
cois) ** qu*il le connoifFoit bien, quoyqu*il ne Teuft 
jamais veu, mais qu'il avoit bien oui parler de luy, & 
le retint de fon hoftel.** — It became a favourite amufe- 
ment of the Earl, to hear Froiifart read his Romance 
of Meliador after fupper. — He attended at the caftle 
every night at 12, when the Earl fat down to table,, 
liilened to him with extreme attention, and never dif- 
miffed him, till he made him vuider tout ce qui eitoit 

reft6 du vin de fa bouche. FroifTart gained much in- 

formation here, not only from his p itron, who was^ 
himfelf very communicative, but from various Knights 
of Arragon and England, in the retinue of thft Duke 
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of Lancader, who then rcfided at Bourdeauz. — After 
a long rcfidence in this bnlliaot court, and after re- 
c.i\ing a prelent from the liberal Gafton, which he 
mentions in the following vcrfes : 

Jf pris cong6 & li bons Contei 
Me fit par fa chamhre des comptes 
Delivrer quatrevins florins 
D'Arragon, tons ptfans & fins 
Et mon livre, qu*il m'ot laiiFe. 

FroifTart departed in the tntin of the Countefs of Bou- ■. 
logne, related to the Earl of Foix, and jutl leaving him, i 

to join her new hufband the Duke of Berry. ^In this ^ 

expedition our liiilorian was robbed near Avignon, and 
laments the unlucky adventure in a ver) long poem, 
from which \1r. de St. Falaye has drawn many particu- 
lars of his life. The ground-work of this poem (which 
is not in the lid of our Author's poetical pieces, that 
Mr. Warton has given us from FafJjuier) fecms to have 

a flrong vein of humo^ir. It is a dialogue between 

the Foet and the lingle Flciin that he has left out of the 
many which he had tithcr ipent, or btcn obli|cd to fur- 
render to the robbers. — He rjprefents hiniiclf as a niaii 
of the mofl expenfive turn : in 25 years he had fqnan* 
dcred two thouland franb, hefides ecclciiaftical reve- 
nues. The compofition ot his works had cod him 700 ^ 
but he regretted not this fum, as he ex|>cded to be am- 
ply repaid rbr it by the praife of pofterity. 

After ha\ ing attended all the feftivals on the marriage 
of the Duke of Berry, having traverltd many parts of 
Fntnce, and paid a vific to Zehnd, he returned to his 
own country in 1390, to continue Lis Hiilcry from the 
various jiidLciiaJs he hud culle^Sted — But nut latislied 
wich the reiai:ions he had he^rd of the war in bpain, he 
wtiit to Middkbourgh in Z eland, i:i pursuit of a Fortu- 
gueze knight, Jean Ftrrand i ortelet, vaiilant honimc 
&c lage, 6i du Conleil du Pvoy de Portugal. Frooj thi* 
accomplifiied loldier Froiliart exptttcd the moli perfect 
infurih'dduv, as an ocuUr wiincis of th( fe Ic^.ncs,. which 
he hjw w Jihwd to rccoivi. — liVi!^ co\iXVv.vi\i>b Y?i\^Vvx\<r 
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ceived our indefatigable Hi ftorian with all the kind nefs 
whicli his enthufiami deferved, and in fix days, whicli 
they pafled together, gave him all the intelligence he 

delired. FroiiTart now retarntd home, and finiflicd 

tfee third book of his Hillory. — Many years had pad 
^flce he had bid ^dieu to England : taking advantage of 
tie truce then eftabliflicd between France and that coun- 
try, he paid it another vifit in i ^95^, with letters of re- 
commendation to the King and his uncles. From 

Dover he proceeded to Canterbury, to pay his de- 
voirs at the ftrine of Thomas of Becket, and to the 
memory of the Black Prince. — Here he happened to 
find the fon of that hero, the young King Richard, 
whom devotion -had alfo brought to make his offerings 
to the fafhionable Saint, and return thanks to Heaven 

for his fucceffes in Ireland. ^Froiifart fpeaks of thif 

adventure, acd his own feelings on the great change 
of fcene that had taken place fince his lafl vifit to Eng- 
land, in the following natural and lively terms : — Le 
Rjoy . .- vint • . a trez grant arroy, et bien accompaigne 
deleigneurs, de dames et demoifelles, et me mis entre 
culx, 6c entre efles, et tout me fcriibla nouvel, ne je ny 
congnoiffoye perfonne ; car le terns eftoit bien change 
en Angleterre depuis le tems de lingt & huyt ans : et 
en la compagnie du roy n*avoit nuls dz fes oncles .... 
(i fus du premier anfi que tout elbahy . . . Tlio' Froiffart 
was thusembarraffed in not finding one cf hjs old friends 
in the retinue of the King, he foon gained a new Patron 
in Thomas Percy, Mafter of the laouichold, who of- 
fered to prefent him and his letters to Richard ; but 
this offer happening on the eve of the King's departure, 
it proved too late for the ceremony — Le Roy eiloic 

retrait pour aller dormir.- And on the morrow, 

when the impatient Hiftorian attended early at the 
ArcLbilhop's palace, where the King flept, his friend 
Percy advifed him to wait a more convenient feafon 

for being introduced to Richard Frcifiartacquielced 

in this advice, and was confolcd fur his dilappoiucinent 
by falling into company with an Englilh Knight, who 
had attended the IQng in Ireland, and n*-*!^ \\i\^ WxVVvw'^ 
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to gratift the curiodty of the Hiflorian by a relation 

cf his adventures. This was William de Lifle^ who 

entertained him, as they rode along together, with the 
marvels of St. Patrick's Cave, in which he aflured him 

he had palled a night, and feen wonderful vtfions. 

Though our hooeft Chronicler is conunonly accufed of 
a pafuon for the marvellous, with an excefs of cre^ 
dulity, he fays very fenfibly on this occafion,. de cette 
matiere je ne luy parlay plus avant, et m'en ceflay, car 
voulentiers je luy eufle demande du voyage d*Irlande, 

et luy eu voulaye parler, et mettre en voye. It 

appears plainly from this paflage, that our Hiftoriait 
was more anxious to ^in mfonnatton concerning the 
fcenes of real adion, than to liilen to the extravagant 
fidtions of a popular legend. But here he was 

again dilappomted. — New companions joined them on 
the road, and their hiftorical conference was thus inter- 
rupted.— —Theft mortifications were foon repaid 
by the kind reception he mc| with from the Doke of 
York, vrho faid to him, when he received the rccom- 
membtDry letter from the £ari of Henanlt, ^Miifbe 
Jehan tenez vous toujonrs deles nous, & nos gens^ 
nous vous ferons tout amour & courtoifie, nous y fom- 
mes tenus pour Tamour du tems pafle & de notre dame 
de mere 4 qui vous fates } nous en avons bien la 
fouvenance.*' With thefe fiattenng marks of re- 
membrance and favour the Duke prefented him to 
the King, lequel me receut joyeuftment et doulcement 
(continues FroiiTart) . . • . et ne dift que je fuflc le bien 
venus,.et fi j*avoye elle de Thoftei du Roy ion Ayeul & 
de Madame fon Ayeule encores eftoys je de Thoftel 

d'Angleterre. Some time however elapied, before he 

had an opportunity of prefenting his romance of Me- 

liadcr, which he had prepared for the King. The 

Duke of York and his other friends at length obtained 
for hioi this honour: He gives the following curious 
and particular account of the ceremony : et voulut voir 
le Roy mon livre, que je luy a voye apporte. Si le vit 
en fa chambre t car tout pourveu je Tavoye,. et luy 
mis fur ion lift. Et lors il I'ouvrit et regarda dedans,. 
et luy phut txes grandemeul, Ht ^Uvit Vi\^t>.\M>i ^^>i^>x\ 
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car il cftoit enlumine, efcrit ct Hiftoire, Sc coiivcrt de 
yermeil veloux a dix cloux dVgent dorez d^or et refes 
d*or oa meillieu a deux gros fermaulx dorez et riche« 
ment ouvrez ou meillieu rofiers d*or. Adonc me de- 
manda le Roy de quoy il traidoit: et je luy dis 
d*amour8. De cefte reiponce fut tout resjouy, et re- 
garda dedana le livre en plufieurs lieux, et y lyfit, car 
moult bien parloit et lyloit Franpoys, et puis le fill 
prendre rar ung iien Chevalier, qui fe nomme Meflire 
kichard Credon, et porter en fa chambre de rctrait dont 
il me fift bonne chere. 

After pafling three months in this court, FroifTart 
took his Kave of the munificent but ill fated Richard. 
In the laft chapter of his Hiftory, where he mentions 
the unfortunate end of this Monarch, he fpeab with an 
honeft and afiefting gratitude of the liberal prefent he 
received from him on his departure from England. — It 
was a goblet of iilver gilt, weighing two marks, and 
^lled with a hundred nobles. 

On leaving England, he retired to his own country, 
and is fuppofed to have endecihis days at his benefice of 
Chimay, but the year of his death is uncertain. — There 
is an antient tradition iu the country, fays Mr. de Saint 
Falaye^ that he was buried in the chapel of St. Anne 
-belonging to his own church. — That ingenious anticjua- 
rian produces an extract from its archives, in which 
the death cf Froilfart is recorded, but without naming 

the year, in the raoft honourable terms His obit 

bears the date of Odober, and is followed by 20 Latin 
verfes, from which I felect luch as appears to me the 
mod worthy tranfcri'jing. 

Gallorum fublimis honos, & fama tuorum. 
Hie Froilfarde jaccs, fi modo lorte jaces, 
Hiflorie vivus ftuduilli reddere vitam, 

Dtfundto vitam redder at ilia cibi. 
Proxima dum propriis florebit Franciafcriptis, 

* Famiadum ramos,*Blancaque fundet aquas, 
Urbis uthujus honos, teinpli fie' fama vigebis, 

Teque ducem Hirtorie Gallia tota coiet, 
Belgica toto colet, Cymeaque vallis amabit, 
Dum rapidus proprios Sicaldis obibit a^ros. 

* * A ibre/l and a river a«ar CbVoc^^. 
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As I have never met with any fatfisfadory account of 
FroiiTarc^s life in our language, I haye been tenapted to 
fwell this Note to an inordinate length ; yet it fecms 
to me ftill necefTary to add a few lines more concern- 
ing the ch'ira6tcr both of the Hiftorian and the Poet. — 
A long feries of French Critics, to whom even the judi- 
cious Bayle has been tempted to give credit, have ie* 
verel) cenfured Froiflart, as the venal partizan of the 
Engliih, and they have accufed his laft Editor, Sauvaee^ 
of mutilating his author, becaufe they could find in his 
edition no proofs of their charge. — The amiable St. 
Palaye has defended le bon FroilTart, as he is called 
by honed Montaigne, from this unjuft accuiation, and 
done full judice at the fame time to the injured repu- 
tation of his exadt and laborious editor. 

It may ferve as a kind of memento mori to poetical 
vanity to refltdt, that FroiiTart is hardly known as a 
Poet, though his fertile pen produced 30,000 verfes, 
which were once the delight 01 Princes, and the favou- 
rite ftudy of the gallant and the fair. — How far he de- 
ferved the oblivion, into which his poetical compofiti- 
ons have fallen, the reader may conceive from the 
following judgment of his French Critic ; with whofe 
ingenious reliettion on the imperfections attending the 
early (late both of Poetry and Painting, 1 (hall termi- 
nate this Note. 

On peut direne general an fujet des Poefies de FroiiTart, 
que rinvention pour les fujets lui manquoit autant que 
rimagination pour les ornamens ; du refte le ftyle qu'il 
employe, moins abondant que difFus, ofFre fouvent la 
repetition ennuyeufe des memes tours, & des mfemes 
phrafes, pour rendre des idees aflez communes : cepen- 
dant la fimplicite et la literte de fa verfitication ne font 
pas toujours depourvues de graces, on y rencontre de 
tems en terns queiques images & plufieurs vers de fuite 
dont rexprelFion ell aflez heureule. 

Tel 6toit alors Tetat de notre Poefie Franpoife, et 
le fort de la Peinture etoit a peu pr6s le meme. Ces 
deux arts que Ton a toujours comparez enfemble pa- 
roiffent avoir eu une marciie prelqu' uniforme dans leur 
progr^s, Les Peintres au fortir de la plus grofii^re 
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batbarie, fkififfimC d^aVord en dtoil tous les petits ob- 
jets que la nacare leur prefentoit, sVtach^renc aux 
iniedesy aux fleurs, aux oifeaux, let par^rent des coa- 
leurs-les plus vires, les deilin^rent avec une exactitude 
que nous admiFons encore dans les vignettes ^ dans 
les. miniatures: des manufcrits) lorfqu^ils vinrent are* 
pr6(enter des figures humaines, ili s'6tud^rent bien plus 
^ terminer les contours & ^ exprimer juf'qu* aux che- 
veux les plus fins, qu*^ donner de Tame aux virkges & 
du mouvement aux corps ; et ces figures dont la na- 
ture la plus commune fourni libit toujours les modelles, 
dtoient jetties enfemUe au hazard, fans chcix, fans 
ordonnance, fans aucun gout de compofition. 

Les Poetes aufli fteriles que les Peintres, hornoient 
toute leur induftrie k feavorr amcner des dcl'criptions 
propoTtionn6es k leur talens, et ils nc les quittoicnt 
qu'aprds les avoir ^puifees ; ils nc ipavent gueres parler 
que due d'un beau printems, de la verd\ire des cain- 
pagnes, de I'^mail deS prairies, du ramai^c de mille 
efpeces d'oifeaux, de la clarte ft de la vivucitd d'une 
belle fontaine ou d'un railTeau qui mumiure; quelque- 
fois cependant ils rendent a\ cc naivete les amufemena 
cnfantins des araans, leurs ris, Icurs jcux, les palpi- 
tations ou la joie d'un coeur anioreux ; ils n'imaginenl 
rien au dela, incapable d'ailleurs de donner de la luite 
et de la liailbn il leurs idees. 

Notice des Poefies do FroiiTart ; Memoires de TAca- 
demie, Tom. xiv. { . 29$. 

NOTE IX. Verse 184. 

Thy Fa%'Our^ like th" Suti^s prolifc ray^ 

Brought ths keen Sa the oj Florence into day»^ Nicholai 
Machiavel, the celebrat;;d Florentine, was tirlt patro- 
nized by Leo, who cauled ore of his comedies to b< 
a6ted with great magniiicence at Rome, and engagec 
him to write a private Treatife de Refornjatione Rei 
publicae Fiorentinx. His famous political iillay, en 
titled, ** The Prince," was publilbed in 1515, am 
dedicated to the Nephew of that Pontiff. The variou 
judgments that have been paifed on this lingular per 
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fbrmance are a ftriking proof of the inceititade c( hv- 
inan opimon. — In England it has received appltufe 
from the great names of Bacon and Clarendon, who 
fuppofe it intended to promote the intcreft of libertf 
and virtue. In Italy, after many years of approbatioD, 
it was publicly condemned by Clement the VIII, at 
the inftigation of a Jefuit, who had not read the book. 
In France it has even been fuppofed inftrumental to 
the horrid malTacre of St. Bartholomew, as the favourite 
(ludy of Catherine of Medicis and her Sons, and as 
teaching the bloody lefTons cf extirpation, which thev 
fo fatally put in pra6ttce. Yet one of his French 
Tranilators has gone fo far as to fay, that *'Machiavel, 
who paifes amon^ all the world for a teacher of T]f- 
ranny, detefled it more than any man of the age in 
which he lived.*' It muil however be owned, that 
there is a great mixture of good and evil in his politi* 
cal precepts. For the latter many plaufible apologies 
have been made ; and it ihould be remembered to his 
honour, that his great aim was to promote the welfare 
of his country, in exciting the Houle of Medicis to 
deliver Italy from the invafion of foreigners. 

He is laid to have been made Hiftoriographer of 
Florence, as a reward for having fuffercd the torture 
on fufpicion of conlpiring againit the government of 
that city, having fupportwd the fevere trial with un- 
failing refolution. His Hiltory of that republic he 
wrote at the rcqueft of Clement the VI 1th, as we are 
informed in his Dedication of it to that Pontiff. The 
fl)le of this work is much celebrated, and the firil 
Book ma) be regarded as a model of Hiftoricai abridg- 
ment. — He diiid^ according to Paul Jovius, in 1550. 

NOTE X. Verse 194, 

Nor lefsy O Leo^ ivas it thine to raife. 

The great Hijloric Chief of modern daysj^ Francis 
Guiccardin, born at Florence 1482, of an antient and 
noble family, was appointed a Prv.felfor of Civil Law 
in that city at che age of 23. In 1512 he was fent 
tmbalfador to Ferdinand kiflg of Arragon ; and foon 
after his return deputed by the Republic to meet Leo 

the 
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theXth at CoitODa» and attend him on his public entrf 
into Florence. That difcerning Pontiff inune- 

diately became his Patron, and raifed him to the go- 
vernment of Modena and Reggio. He fucceeded to 
that of Parma, which he defended with great fpirit 
agtinft the French, on the death of Leo. He 

rofe to the higheil honours under Clement the MIth, 
having the command of all the ecclefiadical forces, 
and being Governor of Romagna, and Ia(l] y of Bologna, 
in which city he is fiid to have received the moft nat- 
tering compliments from the Emperor Charles V. 
Having gained much reputation, both civil and militarj^ 
in various fcenes of aflive life, he paHed his latter da^ 
ia retirement, at his villa near Florence, where he died 
foon afcer completing his Hi (lory, in the 59th year of 
his age, 1540. Notwithftanding the hijh reputation of 
Guicciardm, his Hidory has been violently attacked, 

both as to matter and ftyle. The honell Montaigne 

inveighs with great warmth againil the nialignant tarn 
of its author ; and his own countryman Boocalini, in 
Wiiofe whimfical but lively work there arc many ex- 
cellent remarks on Hiftory and Hillorians, fuppofes a 
Lacedaemonian thrown into a^jonies by a (Ingle page 
of Guicciardin, whom he is condemned to read, for 
Jiiviig himself been guilty of ufing three words inftead 
of two. The poor Spartm cries for mercy, and de- 
clares that any tortures are preferable to the prolixity 
ofluch a Wrirer. — Thij celebrated Hiilorian was alfo 
a Poet. The three following verfes arc the beginning 
of an< Epiflie, which he entitled Supplicazioae d^Itali^ 
al Chri'lianiflimo RdFrancdco L 

halia afflitta, nuda, e mifcranda, 
Ch"* or de Principi luoi ftanca (i lagna 
A Te, Franc cjfco, quefta CarCa manda. 
They are preftrved in Crcfcimbcni delta volgaf 
Pcefia. Vol. V. p. ijz. 

NOTE XL Verse 204. 

Jrjfh equal ivrea'bs Lt Davila be cnwtCU?^ Henry 

Caiherine Davila was t?ie youngeft fon of Antonio 

VuL. L K DmVv, 
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Davi1a» Grand Conftable of Cyprus, who had boen 
obliged to retire into Spain on the taking of that iQai^d 
by the Turks in 1 570. From. Spain Ancoojo repatred 
to the court of France, and fettled his fon Lewi9 and 
two daughters under the patronage of Catherine of 
Medicisy whofe name he afterwards gave to the joung 
iliflorian, born 1576, at an antient <;a(lle in tjhe.terri-^ 
tories of f adua, though generally called a ^cive of 
Cyprus. The little Davila was brought early iBto 
France 1 at the age of 1 8, he (ignalized himfelf an the 
military fcenes of that country* Hit laft exploit ihere 
was at the (lege of Amiens, where he fbu^^t und^ 
Henry IV. and received a wound in the knee, as he 

relates himfelf in his Hiftory. After peace was 

eftabUfhejd in France, he withdrew into Italy, and ftn'ed 
the Republic of Venice with great reputation till a 
mod unfortunate adventure put an -end to his life in 
1631.— Pafling through Verona with his wife and 
family, on his way to Crema, which he vns appointed 
to defend, and demanding, according to the uliial cui^ 
torn of perfobs in his uation, a fupply of hories and 
carriages for his retinue, a brutal Veronefc called il 
Turco, entered the room where he and his family 
were at fupper, and being mildly reprimanded for hu 
intrufion by Davila, difcbarged a piftol at the Htftorian, 

and fliot him dea^d on the mftant. His accomplices 

alfo killed the Chaplain of Davila, and wounded many 
of his attendants. But his elded fon Antonio, a noble 
youth of eighteen, revenged the death of his father^ 
by killing the murderer on the fpot« All the confe- 
derates were fecured the next moFi\in?, and publicly 
executed at Verona. Meipoire Iftoriche, prefixed to 

the London edition of Davila, 4to,i75i>* It is very 

remarkable, that Davila pafled no cenCure on the Mafla* 
ere of St. Bartholomew. — His charafter of the (^een 
Mother has that partiality, which it was natural for 
him to ihew to the Patronefs of his family ; but his ge- 
neral veracity is confknicd by the great authority of the 
firft Duke of Epernon, who, (to ufe the words of Lord 
Bolingbroke) '^ had been an atlor, and a principal a6tor 

too. 



SECOND EPISTLE. 



'9> 



too, in many of the fcenea that Davila recites/* Girard, 
Secretary to this Duke, and no contemptible fiiographer, 
relates, that this Hiilor^ came down to the place where 
the old man redded inCrafcony, a little before hid death i 
that he read it to him ; that the Duke confirmed the * 
truth of tke narrations in it i and feemed only furprifed 
by what means the author could be fo well informed of 
the mod fecret councils and meafures of thofe times.—-** 
Letters on Hiftory. 

NOTE XII. Verse zz6. 

Sarpi^ blfft name / from e^ery foible clear,'] Father 
Paul, tlue moft amiable aad exalted character that vmn 
ever formed in monailic retirement, was the fon of 
Francefco Sarpi, a merchant of Venice, and born in that 
city, I5$2. He took the religious habit in the mo- 
nailery of the Servites, 1565. After receiving prieft's 
orders in 15749 he paflfed four years in Mantua, being 
appointed to read'Le^res on Divinity and Canon Law, 
by the Biihop of that diocefe ; and in this early part 
of his li&,:heis conjedlured to have conceived the iirft 
idea of writing his celebrated Hiilory, as he formed an 
intimate fiiendmip, -during his refidehce in Mantua, with 
Camiilo d^Oliva, ^ohad been Secretary to Cardinal 
Gonzaga at the Council of Trent, and excited the 
learned Venetian to the arduous tafk, which he Co 
happily accompliibed in a future period. He was re* 
called from Mantua, to read Lectures on Philofophy 
in his own convent -at Venice, which he did with great 
reputation, .during the years 1575, 1576, and 1577, — 
He went to Rcvme ai Procurator General in i^^S' 
Pailing /rqm thence to Naples, he there formed an ac« 
quaintan^e u^th the famous Baptifta Porta, who has left 
this honourable teftimpny of his univerial knowledge.—* 
£0 dodliorem, fubtiliorem, quotquot adhuc videre conti- 
geric, neroinem cognovimus ; natum ad Encyclopediam, 
&c. Nor is this an exaggerated compliment, as there i% 
^asdly any (cience which.efcaped hit adive mind. His 
dhcoveries in. Optics and Anatomy ..wouki be alone 
liiificiient to immortalize his name, had he not gained 
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immortality by a ftill nobler exertion of his mental 
powers, in defending the liberties of his country againft 
the tyranny of Rome. On the firH: attack of Pope 
Paul V, on two laws of Venice, very wifely framed 
to corre^ the abufes of the clergy. Father Paul arofe 
as the literary champion of the Republic, and defended 
its caufe with great fpirit and temper, in various' com- 
pofitions : though he is faid not to be the Author of the 
Treatife generally afcribed to him on theoccaiion, and 

entitled, 'Ibe Rights oj Sovereignly &c, His chief 

performance on the fubjedt was ConftUerazioni fipra le 
Cehfnre di Paolo F. The Venetians Ihewed a juft admi- 
ration of the fublirhe virtue of a Monk, who defended 
fo nobly the the civil rights of his counh-y againft the 
feparate intereft of the churcL In .1606 the Council 
pailed a decree in his favour; which I ihall tranicribe 
in this note, becaufe it is not found in the conunon 
Lives of Father Paul, and becaufe there is hardly any 
objed more pleaiing to the mind^ than the contempla* 
lion of a free ftate rewarding one of its moft virtuous 

fervants with liberality and efleem. Continuando il 

R. P.. M. Paolo xia Venezia dell ordine d6 Serviti a 
preflare alia Signoria Noilra con fingolar Valore quell 
ottimo fcrvigio, ch' ft ben conofoiuto^ potendofi dire, 
ch* egli fra.tutti con le fue icritture piene di prc^onda 
dottnna (bdenti con validllimi fondanienti le po:entif-' 
fime e validiffune ^agioni nolkv nelia caufa, che ha di 
prefente la Repubblica con la corte di Roma, antepo- 
nendo il fervigio e la foddisfazione noftra a quainvoglia 
fuo particolure ed imporrante rifpetto^ Epercid coik 
giuua e ragionevole,.e degna deli ordinaria munificenza 
di quefto Configlio, ii dargli modo, con che poflk 
ailicurare la foa Vita da ogni pericolo> che gli poteife 
fopraftare, e fovvenire infieme alii fuoi bifogni^ bench, 
egii non ne faccia alcuna ifianza, ma piutoito fi moftri 
alienoda qualiivoglia ricognizione, che ii abbi inteniione 
di ufargli. Tal e la fua modeftia, e cofi grande il deii- 
derio, che ha di fir conofcere, che nelFuna preteniionc 
di premio, ma la fola tiivozione fua verfo la RepubUica, 
a la giuiUzia deilaCaufa lo muovano adoperarii con canto 

Audio 
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Audio e con tante fatiche alii fcrvizi noftri. Perc'c 
anderi parte, che alio ftipendio, il quale a* a8 del Mefi 
di Geonaio paflato fj afTegnato al fopradetto R.P. M. 
Paolo da \4nezia di Ducatt duecento all anno, fiano 
accrefciuti altri ducati duecento, ftcchd in avvenire 
abbia ducati quattrocento, accioche re(lan«Jo coni'olato 
per quefla fpontanea e benigna dimoflrazione publica, 
con raacrgicr ardore abbia a continuare nel fuo buono e 
divoto lervizio, c pofla con quefto aflequamento prov- 

vcderd ma^.ormente alia ficurezza della fua Vita. 

The generous care of the Republic to reward and pre- 
(erve fo valuable a fervant, could not lecure him from 
the bafe attempts of that enemy, whom his virtue had 
provoked. In 1607, after Venice had adjulled her 
difputes with Rome, by the mediation of France, the 
firft attack was made on the life of Father Paul. He 
recovered, under the care of the celebrated Acquapen- 
dente^ appointed to attend him at the public charge ; to 
whom, as he was fpeaking on the depth of the principal 
wound, his patient faid plealantl", that the world im- 
puted it ftylo Romans Curiae. — The crime is generally 
fuppofed to have proceeded from the Jefuits ; but the 
fecret authors of it were neverclearly difcovered, though 
the five ruffians were tr2K:ed by the Venetian Ambaffador 
in Rome, where they are faid to have been well re- 
ceived at fird, but failing afterwards in their expected 
reward, to have perifbed in mifery and want* The 
Senate cf Venice paid fuch attention to Father Paul, 
as exprefled the higheil fenfe of his merit, and the molt 
afFeftionate folicitude for his fafety. They not only 
doubled his ftipend a fecond time, but entreated him to 
chufe a public refidence, for the greater fecurity of hi* 
perfon. The munihcence and care of the Republic was 
equalled by the raodefty and fortitude of their fervant. 
He chofe not to rtlinquifh his cell ; and, though wiirned 
of various machinations againil his life, he continiud 
to ferve his country with una ating zeal ; difcovering, 
in his private letters to his friends the molt heroic Cdlm- 
nefs of mind, and f»i\ing, in aafwcr to their jidmoiiiti- 
ons, that '* no man lives well, who is too anxious for 
the prefcfvation cf/y/e."— — YtttAC ;jL^^is:\iJiYv^\vjY^"^ 
K 3 ^^ 
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of his friends had too juft a foundation. In 1609 ano-. 
ther confpiracy was formed, to murder him in bis fleep, 
bv fomc pcrlons of his own convent — but their trea- 
chery was happily difcovercd. From this dme he 

lived in more cautious retirement^ ftill devoting him- 
felf to the fervice of the Republic on various occafions, 
and acquiring new reputation by many compofitions. 
At length the world was furprifed by his Hiftory of the 
Council of Trent, firft publifhed iii London, 1619 ; 
with the fiftitious nameofPietro SbavePolano} and 
dedicated to James the Ift> by Antonio de Dominis, 
the celebrated Archbifhop of Spdatro, who fpeaks of 
the concealed Author as his intmiate friend, who had 
entrufled him with a manufcript, on which his modefly 
fet a trifling value, but which it feemedproj>ertb beftbw 
upon the world even without his confent. — The my{l 
tery concerning the publication of this noble work has 
never been thoroughly cleared up, and various faHiries 
concerning it have been reported by authors of coiffid6- 
rible reputation. — It had been faid that Janes die Ifi 
had fome (hare in the compofition of the l)ook— — iJThe 
had, it was probably in forming the name Pietro Soave 
Polano, which is an anagram of Paolo Sarpi Veneziano^ 
and the only part of the book W|^ch bears any rdation. 

to the ftyleortafle of that Monarch. Father Paul 

was foon fuppofed to be the real Author of the work 
in queftioD. The Prince of Cond^, on a vifit to his 

tloyfter, exprcfsly afked him, if he was fo to which 

he modeftly replied, that at Rome it was well kiiowa 

who had vtTitten it. He enjoyed not many years the 

reputation arifing from this mafterly produdion in 

1623 a fever occafioned his death, which was even 
more exemplary and fublime than his life itfelf. — He 
prepared himlelf for his approaching dilfolution with 
the moft devout compofure, and, as the liberty of his 
country was the dariing objed of his eialtcd mind, he 
prayed for its prefervation with his laft breath, in the 
two celebrated words Efto Pcrpetua. 

There is a lingular beauty m the character of Father 

Paul, which is not only uncommon in his profeiiion, 

but: isiaTci-y found in human ivdtute, — Though he paffed 

a Jons lite in controYer\\ o^ iVivi mo^ ^^•^V^^ioXvcv'^Vavi^^ 
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ancf was cbntinulHy attacked in every manner that 
malignity could fu^f^, both his writings and his heart 
appeared pcrfedly fret from avindidtive Ipirit-^evOting 
all tht po^trs of his mind Co the defence of the public 
eaufe, lie feemed entirely to forget the injuries that 
were perpetually offered to his own perlbn and reputa- 
tion. 

His conftituribn was extremely delicate, and his in- 
tenfc application expofed him to very freqUeftt and vio- 
lent diibrden : thefe he greatly remedied by hi* fingU- 
Tar temperance, liviYig chieAy on bread, fruits, afid water. 
This imperfed account of a character dcferving the no- 
bleft elogium^ is principally eXtraQed from an odlavo 
voluihe, entitled,. Memoire Anedcte Ipettanti a F. 
Paolo da Francefco Grifclimi Veneziano, &c.- edit. 2d, 
1760. The author of this elalx)raee work has pointed 
out feveral roiftakes in the French and Englilh accounts 
of Father Paul; particularly in the anecdotes related cf 
him by Bdrriet, in his Life of Bp. Bedell, and by Mr. 
"Bfcnt, the ion of hie EngUfh Trariflator.— i— Some cf 
Acfe had indeed been obferved before by Writers of 
our otfwi. — Sedthe General Dictionary under the article 
Father Faul.-^For the length and for the deficiencies 
of this Note, I am teftipted to apologise with a Icntencc 
borrowed from the great Hiftoriin who k the fuHjeft of 
it :-- — ^Chi mi ofTerveril in alcuni tempi abondare^ in 
altri andar rifhetto, fi ricordi che non tutti i campi fono 
di ugnal fertility, ne tutti li grani meritano d'effer con- 
fervati, e di quelli che il mictitore vdtrebbe tenerne 
conto, qualche fpica anco sfuggp la prefa della mano, 
o il tilo dclla faice, cofi comportando la condicionc 
d'ogni mietitura che refli anco parte per rifpigolare- 

NOTE XIII. Verse 254, 
To clear OforiuSy. in his clojjic phr/ifej] Jerom Ofo- 
fius was born of a noble family at Lilbon, 1506. He 
was educated at the univeriity of Salamanca, and after- 
wards fludied at i"'aris and Bologna- On his return to 
Portugal, he gradually rofe to the Biihopric of Sylves, 
to which he was appointed by Catherine of Auilria, 
Regen t of the ki ngdom i n the minorit y of Sebaftian. At 
the requtil of Cardindl Henry of t'oiluc-dX, Via v«\^X^ 

K 4 \:\^ 
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his Hiflory of King Emanuel, and the expedition of 

Gania which his great contemporary Camoens made 

at the fame time the fubjedt of h» immortal Lufiad ; a 
poem which has at length appeared with due luftre in 
our language, being tranflated with great fpirit and ele- 
gance by Mr. Mi<;kle. It is remakable, that the Hif- 
tory of Oforius, and the Epic Poem of Camoens, were 
publi(bed in the fame year, 1 572 : but the fate of thefe 
two great Authors were very different ; the Poet was 
fiifttred to perifh in poverty, under the reign of that 
Ilenrv, jwho. patronized the Hiilorian : yet, allowing 
for the diflference of their profeflions, I am inclined to 
think they poffefTed a fimilarity of mind. There ap- 
pear many traces of that hi^ heroic fpirit even in the 
l^'rieil Oforius, which animated the Soldier Camoens : 
particularly in thepleafure, with which hefeemsto de- 
fcribethe martial manners of his contrymen, under the 
reign of Emanuel. — Illius aetate (fays the Hiftorian, in 
die dole of his manly work) inopia in eiilium pulia 
videbatur : maeditiae locus non erat: queriraoniae filebant : 
omnia chorics & cantibus perfonabant : ejufmodi ludiv 
aula regia frequenter oble<5tabatur. Nobiles adolefcen- 
tts cum virginibusregiis in auU fine ulia libidinis figniii* 
catione faltabant, et quamvis honeAiiUmis amoribus in- 
duigerent, virginibus erat iniitum, neroinem ad famiiiari* 
tatem admittcre, nifi ilium qui aliquid fortiter &c ani- 
mole bellfcis in rebus eiFeciiftt. Pueris enim nobilibus, 
qui in aula regia verliibantur, non erat licitum pallium 
\irile fumere, antcquam in Africam trjjictrcnt. Si aii- 
qucd inde pecus egregium reportarent. Et his quidcni 
raoribus erat illius cemporis nobilitas inilituta, ut 
iDulti ex illius domo viri omnil aude cumulati pro- 
dirent. — This is a ftriking picture of the manners of 
chivalry, to which Portugal owed much cf its glory/ 
in that Iplendid period. 'I here is one particular in che 
chamber of Oforius, which, conhdering his age and 
country, dcferves the higheit encomiuni ; 1 mean his 
tolerating fpirit. In the nrft book of his Hillory, he 
Ipeaks ot limanuers cruel perlecution of the Jews in 
liie following generous and exalted Lnguage : — Kurt 
quidtm hoc ntc ex lege nee ex ttlv^voue factum. Quid 
uiim ? Tu rebcUts *duu\ioa uviVX^^utt -^^i \^ '^vi<LvLv>^\.'k 
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religione conflrictos, adigas ad credendum ea, quae 
fumma contentione afpernantur & refpuunt ? Idque 
tibi afTumasy ut libertatem voluntatis impedias, & \in- 
cula mencibus efTracnatis iojicias ? ut id neque fieri po- 
teft^ neque Chrifti fandliillmum numen approbat. Vo* 
luntarium eoim facrificiuiny non vi et malo coaftuin 
ab hominibus expetit, neque \im metibus inftrri fed 
voluntates ad>ftudium verse religionis allici & invitari 
jubet. . . . Poftremo quis non videt. . . . et ita religio* 
nem per religionis fimulationem indigniilime violari ?-— 
Ofbrius is (aid to have ufed many arguments to dif- 
1 uade* Sebaflian from his unfortunate expedition into Af- 
rica, and to have felt fo deeply the miferies which be- 
fel the Fortugueze afcer that fkal event, that his grief 
was fuppofed to accelerate his death. — He expired in 
1580, happy, fays De Thou (who celebrates him as 
a model of Chridian virtue) that he died juft before the 
SpaniQ] army entered Portugal, and thus efcaped being 
a Witnefs to the defolation ^f his country. — His vari- 
ous works were publilhed a( Rome in 1592, by his ne- 
phew Oforius,^ in four volumes folio, with a Life of 
their Author. Among thefe are two remarkable pro- 
dudtions ; the Hrft, an adinontdon to our Queen Eli- 
zabeth, exhorting her to return into the Church of 
Rome : the fecond, an Elfay on Glory, written with 
llich cUfllcal purity, as to give, birth to a report, that 
it was not the ccmpofuion ot Oforius, but the lad work 
of Cicero on that iabjed. 

NOTE XIV. VtRSE 260. 

Iberia's Genius bidsjuji Fame allvjj^ 

An equal nvreath to Mariana's brovj\ John Mariana 
was born 1537, at Talavera ( a town in the dioccfe of 
Toledo) as he himfdf informs us in his famous Elfay 
i!e Regfy v/hrch opens with a beautiful romantic defcrip* 
lion of a fenueftered fpot in that neighbourhood, where 
he enjoyed the pleaCiires of literary rftirement with hi« 
friend Calderon, a Minifter of Toledo j whofe death 
he mentions in the fame Elfay, commemorating his 
learning and his virtues in the moll pleafing terras of 
'diie£tionate admiration, — Mariana was advmxtdxxvX^ ^^ 
crJcref Jefuics at the age of 17. He tiUNdXfc^^^^^x- 
' K 5 >N^A^ 
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wards into Italy and France^ and returning into Spain 
in 1574, fettled at Toledo, and died there in the 87th 
year of hh age, r624. — Hearing it frequently regret* 
ted, in thecourfe cf his travels, that there was no Ge- 
neral Hiftory of his country, he engaged in that great 
work on his return ; and publi/hed it in Latin at Tole- 
do, 159:, with a dedication to Phiifp the lid ; where 
he fpeaks of his own performance with modefty and 
manly freedom, and perhaps with as little f^tery as 
ever appeared in any addrt-fs of that nature, to- a A4o- 
narch continually fed with the grofleft adulation.- 
This elaborate work he tranflated into Spanift, bikt^ as 
he himfelf declares, with all the freedom of an original 
author. He publifeed his Verfion in «66i, with an ad« 
drefs to Philip the Illd, in which he laments the de- 
cline of Learning in his country, and declares he had 
hnnfelf executed that work from his apprehenfion of its 
being mangled by an ignorant Tranflator. He had clor- 
eJ his Hiilory (which begins with the firft peopling of 
Spain) with the death cf Ferdinand, in 1516 ; but in a 
iubfequent edition, in 1617, he added to it a (bort 
fummary of events to the year 1612 : but in the year 
before he firft publifbed the Spani(h Verfion of his Hi(^ 
rory, he addreffed alfo to the young Monarch Philip 
the Illd, his famous Elfayj which fhavc mentioned^ • 
and which was publicly burnt at Paris about 20 years 
ufcer its publication, on the fuppofirion that it had ex- 
cited Ravillac to the murder of Henry IVth ; though it 
was aflerted, with great probability by the Jefuits,- that 
the AfTillin had never feen the book. — It is true, indeed, 
that Mariana, in this Effay, occafionally defends de- 
merit the Monk, who ftabbed Henry the Illdj and it 
is very remarkable, that he grounds this defence, not 
on the bi^ctted tenets of a Frieft, who thinks every 
thing lavvfdl for the intereft of his church, but on thole 
fublime principles of civil liberty, with which an ancient 
Roman would have vindicated the dagger of Brutus. In- 
deed, this Effay contains fome palfages on Government, 
which would not have diOionoured even Cicero hixbfelC 
but,, it muft be owned, they are grievoufly difgraccd by 
rAe iaft chapter of the Work, which breathes a furious 
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fpiri^ of eccleiiadical intolerance, ard yet clofes with 
thel« mild and nvoded: expreHIons : NoTtrum de regno ec 
Rej^isinilituone judicium fortaffe non omnibus placeat 1 
qui volet fequatur, auC fuo potius (let, fi potionbus ai^* 
gumentfs nitatur, de quibus rebus tantopero affeveravf 
in his librisy eas nunquam veriores quam alienram fen-* 
tentiam affirmabo. Poteft enim non folum mihi aliud, 
aliud alits videri, fed ct mihi ipfi alio tempore. Suam 
quifque fententiam per me fequatir. . . et . . . qui noflra 
leset . , ,4 memor condition is humanse^ fi quid erratum 
eS, pio Audio rempublfcam juvandi veniam benignu^ 
concedat et facilis. — This is not the only work of Mari- 
ana which fell under a public profcription ^ he was hrm^ 
felf perfccuted and luffered a year's iraprifonroent, for 
a treatife, which feems . to have been dictated by the 
pureft love to his country ;. it was againft the pernicious 
pra£tice of debafing the public coin, and as it was fup«< 
pofed to reflect on the duke of Lerma^ called the Seja 
nus of Spain, h expofed the Author,, about the year 
1609, to the perfecutfon of that vindidtive Minifter ;. 
from which it does not appear how he efcaped.^— Indeed 
the accounts of Mariana's life are very imperfed : 
Biyle, whom I have chiefly followed, mentions a life 
of him by De Varges,- which he could not procure. I 
have fought after this Biographer with the lame ill fuc- 
cefs, as I wiflied to give a more perfedt account of 
this great Author, whofe perfonal Hiftory is little 
known among us, though it is far from being unworthy 
of att^ntiort. 

NOTE XV.. Verse 291. 

T6e l^eralfpirit of ThuavMs rcfi.] James Auguftus 
De Thou was the youngeft fon of Chriftophcr De Thou, 
Firft Prefidentof the Parliament ofi'aris, and born in 
that city, 1553^^ His own Memoirs give a pleafing 

account of the early adivity of his mind: |As hi» 

health* during hts chiidhocd, was fo tender and infirm, 
that his parents rather retrained him from theufual flu- 
diet of his age, he devoted much of Lis time to draw- 
ing, and copied with a pen the engravings of Albert 
Durer, before i.e was ten years old. At that age no 
wai fettled in the college of Butgatid^ \ \i^V xSkvs^^axv 
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«'It? Hccztimi wis f:>on interrupted hy a fever, in 
^ica !ii= ire ins fJel jarred of^ and in wh»ch the roo- 
izcr r€ h'? f-rr-e fread, chc Duke of Montpenfier, 
wirc}:fd lin w::?i an anention fingularly happ^, after 
H« f&yf dars aod Lis parents had confidered him as 
Cd^. In a fiw y«TS after his recovery, he repaired 
to OHeaa? fo fedv the ci\il law ; from thence he was 
drawn to Valence in Da^iphiny, by the reputation of 
Cu»icics, who wa? then reading leOnres there ; on his 
roaid he ensbiaccJ an opporturity of hearing Hotonnan, 
the celebrated acthorcf Franco Gallia, who was read- 
ing Itchircs alfo at Boargt*. During his refidence 

at Valencr, he ccntra-5ed a friepd!l?ip with Jofcph 8ca- 

fieger, m-hich he cjitivated through iif. In 1572, 

his uther recalled him to Paris,, juft before the maffacre 

cf St. Banl.oloir.ew. He mentions in his Memoirs 

the horrors which he felt in feting a very finall part of 
that Uood; fcene.— — He refided in the houfe of his 
uncle Niche Ids De Thoo, promoted to the bifliupric 
of ^>.artres : He was then defigned for the church ; 
and, Scginning to colltdt his celehrdted library, ap- 
plied hinri'cif pirticulari^ to the Civil Law, and to Gre- 
cian literacjre. 

He travelled into Italy in 1573, with Paul De Foix, 
going en an emHaify to the Pope ar.d :Jie Italian Prin- 
ces. OfDe Fcix, he gives the mod engaging charac- 
ter, and fpeaks wicii great pleal'ure of the lierary enter- 
tjinirien: and adva itages which he derived :"r ^m tais ex- 
pedition. He r«. turned to Pari?, and dcvcted him- 

lelf again to his ftudics, in the following year. On 

the diifentions in ilie Court of France, in 1 576, he was 
employed to negotiate with the Marcfchal Mo.itn-or- 
ency, and engage Lim u- inttrpult his good orhces 
to prevent the civil war ; which he f.r ijnt time ef- 
fected. — The lame year he sifued the Low Coiintries, 
and on his return WaS appointed tc a public otfue, on 
which he entered wich ihac extreme dilndcnce which is 
fo natural to a delicate mind. 

In 1579 he travelled again, mth his elder brother, 
v^ho was Jl*nt by his pbyCici^iv^ xo v.\v<i WxV^a q^ ^lotabi- 
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eres in Lorrain : from hence he made a fhort excurfion 
into Germany, and was received there with thejovial 
hoipitality of that country, which he dw'fcribcs in a 

very lively manner. But affedioi foon recalled 

him to Plombieres^ to attend his infirm brother to 
Paris, who died there in a few months after their re- 
turn. 

In i^So, on the plague's appearing in the capital, 
our Hidonan retired into Touraine, and after vifiting 
the principal places in Normandy, returned to Paris in 
the winter. — In the following year, he was of the num- 
ber chofen from the Parliament of Paris to adminifter 
juftice in Guienne, as two ecclefiaftics were included 
in that commiffion. — In this expedition he embraced 
every opportunity of preparing the materials of his Hif- 
tory, feeking, as he ever did, the fociety of all perfons 
eminent for their talents, or capable of giving him any 
ufeful information. He fpeaks witJi great pleafure of a 
vifit which he paid at this time to the celebrated Mon- 
taigne, whom he calls a man of a moft liberal mind, and 
totally uninfected with the fpirit of party. — After vari- 
ous excurfions, he was now returning to Paris, when 
he received the unexpected news of his father's death, 
an event which affedted him mofl deep I v, as filial ailec- 
tion was one of the (Iriking charadlerifrics cf his ami- 
able mind. — He confoled himitlf under the afHi^ion of 
having been unable to pay his duty to his dying parent, 
by eredling a magnificent monument to his mtraory. 
exprefTive of the high veneration in which he ever 
held his virtues. — He engaged again in public bufincfs, 
devoting his intervals of leifure to mathematical ftudies 
and to the compofition of Latin vcrfe, which fccins to 
have been his favourite amufement. In 158^, he pab* 
liChed his Poem, de re Accipitraria, which, tf-.ough 
much. celebrated by the critics cf his age, has fallen, 
like the fubjedt of which it treats, into univerfal ne- 

glc6l lu 1585, he bid adieu to the Court, on nnd- 

liig hirafelf treated with (bch a degree of coldnefs, as 
his ingenious nature could not fut)ini«; to ; and being 
eager to advance in his woik, which he had already 
brought down to the reign of Frax\v:u i\,— \^ ^S*^3^ 
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having been often prefled to marry by his ^unilyr 
and being abfolved from his ecclelia^ical engagements 
for that purpofe, he made choice of Marie mrbenfoa, 
of an ancient and noble family ; but as her parents 
were fufpedted of a fecret inclination to the reformed 
religion, it was thought proper that^the lady (hould 
undergo a kind of expiation in a private conference 
with two Catholic Divines j a circumftance of which 
the great Hiftorian fpeaks with an air of triumph in 
his MemoirSy as a proof of his own invrdlabfe attach- 
ment to the faith of his fathers* to i ^ti, he loft his 
aflTedtionate mother ; who is defcribed, by herfon, as 
meeting death with theTame gentlenefs arid tranquillity 
of mind, by which her life was drftinguilhed^ When^ 
the violence of the league had reduced Henry the Illd 
to abandon Paris, our Hiftorian was fent into Norman- 
dy to confirm the Magiflrates of that province in their 
adherence to the King.— He afterwards met Menry at 
Blois, and while he was receiving from him in private 
ibme commillions to execute at Parts, the King preffed 
his hand, and feemed preparing to impart to hrm fome 
important fecret ; but after a long paufe difrariTed him 
without revealing it. — This fecret was afterwards fup- 
pofed to have been the proje^ed aiTtffinarion of the 
Dukeof Guife: the fuppofition is probable, and it t» 
alfo probable, that if Henry had then revealed his de- 
(rgn, the manly virtue and eloquence of De Thou 
might haTe led him to relinquiih chat infamous and 
fatal meafure. — He, was however,. Ilo far from fufpedt- 
ing the intended crime of the Kin^;, that when he firft 
heard at Paris, that Guife was alfafiinated, he believed 
it a falfe rumour,, only fprcad by that faction, to in- 
troduce, what he lujipofed had really happened, the 
murder of the King. — In the commotions wiiich the 
death of Guife produced in Paris, many iniults v/cre 
offered' to the family of De Thou : his wife was im- 
prifoned for a day in the fiaftilc ; but obtaining her 
liberty, (he efcapcd from the city in a mean habit, a^- 
tcndcd by her hulband, difguil'ed aiD in rhe drefs of a 
foldier. Having fent his wife in fafety into Picardv,. 
he repaired to the Kin^ wlio vjaa ^moft dclcrtcd, at 
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BIois ; and was greatly m(lrumental in perfuading his 
matter to his coalition with Henry of Navarre. — The 
King determined to edablifh a Parliament at Tours, 
and De Thou was confidered as the proper perfon to 
be the Preiident of this affembly ; but with his ufual 
roodefty he decfined this honour, and chofe rather to 
engage with his friend Mr. de Schomberg in an expedi- 
tion to Germany for the fervice of the King. — He was 
at firft cfefi^ned for the embafly to Elizabeth, but at the 
requeff 01 Schomberg declined the appointment, and 
accompanied his friend. 

He firft received intelligence of the King's death at 
Venice, where he had formed an intimacy whh the ce- 
lebrated ArnauM d'OHat, at that time Secretary to 

the Cardinal Joyeufe. In confequencc of their con- 

verfation on diis event, and the calamities of France, 
De Thou addreifed a Latin Poem to his friend, which 
he afterwards printed at Tours» 

In leaving Italy, he pafTed a few days at Padua, 
with his friend Viccnzio Pinella i from whom he col- 
lefted many particulars concerning the moft eminent 
Italian and Spaniih Authors, whom he determined to 
celebrate in his Hiftory, in the hope, as he honeflly 
confedes, that hb liberal attention to foreign merit 
naight entitle his own Works to the favour both of 
It% and Spain ; but he was dt.appointed in this fair 
cxpe^ttoo, and laments the ingratitude which he ex- 
perienced from both. 

On his return to France, he was gracioufly received 
^y Henry the IVth 5 and in giving that Prince an ac- 
count of Italy, fuggefted to him the idea of a connec- 
tion with Miry of Medicis.. After the battJ« of 
Ivry, he complimented tht King in a (hort Poem, 
^liich clofes with the following lines : 

Aufpiciis vulgo peraguntur prselia regum, 
Perque duces^ illis gloria multa vcnit : 

Tu vincis virtute tua, nee militis hsec eft ; 
Ifta tibi propria laurea parta maau. 

As 
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As he was tra veiling, foon afterwards, wiih his wife 
and fairilv, which he defigaed :o ftttle at Tours, his 
party was intercepted by th^ cncaniy, and he was obli- 
ged to abandon his wife and her attendants, being pre- 
vailed on by their intrcaties to fecurc his own elcape 
by the iViftnela cf Lis horle. — He repaired to the King . 
ar Giibrs, and foon ol tained the rcilitution ^f Lis fa- 
mily.— On the death of Amyot, Bifhop of-A^erre, 
well known by his \ariou8 Tranflationsfrom thetreek 
language, the King appointed De Thou his principal 
Librarian. In i J92, our HiiV>rian was very near fill- 
ing a viftim to the plague, but happily ftrug^led thro' 
that dangerous diilemper by the aifiOancc of two ftil- ' 
ful ph)ficians who attended him at Tours. — In 1593^ 
he began the moft important part of his Hiftory ; and 
under this year he introduce."* in his Memoirs a long and 
i'pirited Poem addrelfed to Pofterity, in which he enters 
into a juilification cf himfelf againfl the malifpant at- 
tacks, which the manly and virtuous freedom of his 
writings had drawn Lpun him. It concludes wiJi the 
following auimactd appeal to the fpirit of Lis father : 
Vos O majorum Cinefes, teque optime longis 
Solicit! gtnitor defunfte laboribus aevi, 
Teftor, pro patria nullas regnique falute 
Vitavilfe vices, \eilra virt'ite meaque 
Indignum nil fecifle, tt (i lata tulificnt, 
Prodefliem ut patriae^ patriae fuccurrere^ livot 
Abfiftat, pietate niea meruilfe petenti.. 
Pura ad vos anima atquc hodiernae nefcia culpae 
Defcei.dam, quandoque noviilinra venerit hora, 
Noflraque tub tacitos ibit fima integra manes. 

In 1 594, he fucceeded his uncle Auguftin as Prcfi- 
dent a Mortier-T— -In, 1596, he loft his valuable and 
learned friend Pithon, who firft folicited him to under- 
take his Hiilory, and had greatly affified him i.i the 

profecuticn cf that laborious work. How deeply 

the atie^ion-te mind of De 1 hcu was wounded by 
this event, appears from his long letter to Cafaubon on 

the occahcn. In 1597; he began to be engaged in 

thofe Jie^^ociutions, wlach \ii^p\\>f xsii^Aw^x^d \^ the 
fuinous edia cf Nantes.—— \t vuu^' ^^ ^^'^V^i^^^ ^V^^va^ 
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here, that Dc Thou waa accufed of btirg a-Calvini(l, 
in confequence of the part he aded in this buflnefs, as 
well as trom the moderate tenor of iiis Hidory ; and 
it is remarkable, that Sully feems in his Memoirs to 
countenance the accufation. 
In 1 60 1, our Hiftorian fuffered a fevere domcftic af- 

fli£Hon in the lofs of his wife. He celebrated her 

virtues, and his own connubial affection, in a Latin 
Poem: with this, and a Greek epitaph on the fame 
lady, written by Cafaubon, he terminates the Commen- 
tary of his own Life, of which the preceding account 
is an imperfedt abridgement. His firft wife leaving 
him no children, he married, in 1603, Gafparade de 
la Chaffre, an accompllibed lady of a noble family ; 
who having brought him three fons and three daughters, 

died at the age of 39, i6i6. There is a fine letter 

of Daniel HemHus, addrefTed to our author on this oc- 
cadon, exhorting him to fortitude : but this unezpedtcd 
domefHc calamity, and the miferies which befel his 
country on the 'murder of Henry tlie Great, are faid 
tQhave wounded his feeling mind fo deeply, as to oc« 
cafion his death, which happened mMay 1647.— Under 
the regency of Mary of Medjcis, he had been one of 
the Directors general of the' finances, maintaining 
the fame reputation for integrity in that department, 
vhich he had ever ptefervcd in his judicial capacity. 

The firft part of his Hiftory appeared in 1604, with 
a Preface' addrefled to Henry Iv. juftly celebrated for 

Its liberal and manly Ipirit. But I muft obferve, 

^^at the following^ compliment to the King — Quicquid 
d« ea ftatueris juilerifve, pro diviase vocis oraculo mihi 
cnt— was more than even that moft amiable of Mo* 
'^^rchs defer^d, as he ungrattfully deferred the caule 
^^ our Hiftorian, in lufFering his work to be profcribed 
h the public ccnfure of Rome in 1609, as De 1 hou 
Plainly intimates, in the following paiiuge from one of 
{^'s letters, wrircen i6n : — Fublicata pri»n3 parte 
[HiiloriaB meae] immane quara cororaoti funt plerique, 
^'^e invici, fafliofi, qui mox proceres qucfdam qui per 
ftintalibus r<fbus niiiil videnr, per calumnias artihcioie 
conliftas, ut fcis, in me conciuverurA^ i^u\cxv!i^ ^N\i.\]-. 
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tigio Roman detuleranty et audore maligne cxnf 
facile pervicerunt, ut morofi ill! cehfbrfo omnia 
rmi{lre interpretarehmr, et prsejudfcib ptrfoiiae 
integrum, cujus ne teitiam quideih pafteiti lege 
prsecipitato ordine damnartfnt. Rex Cadfatn mean 
tio quidem tuebatur, quamdiu prdcered in aula ii^ 
habai. Sed paulatim ipfe eorundem alhi infr 
eil I cognitoque Romser per emiflarioi labare regnDj 
Oflaci et Serafini Cardinaiium mihi amicifllmorum 
turn, et illuftHfEmi P^rronii ex urbe difceffum, 
poftremo in me diredus ^ft, qtit facile vitari potii 
qui circa regem erant, tafltae injuriae Tehfum ad> i 
regni dignrcatem pertinete vel niiiiima fighiika 
prx fe tuliifent. Ita in aula omni ope denkutuis 
cile Roraae opdreflus fum. — De Thou was prepslri 
new edition ofhis Hiflory at the ttnie of his deai 
His paflion for Latin vene appear^ never to have 
faken him, as the lateft effufion df his pen was a 
poem deicriptive of his lafl illndfs^ and aii ^pita 
v/idch, he dniwr the fbllt)wiiig juff cUaraftbr tff hiti 

Mihi veritatu.cuift vitse commodir 

Antf^uiorque chariuuibu^fuit, 

Null^ue ia6to^ voce nolli injiirius^ 

Injurias patienter aliorum tuli« 

Tu quilquis es^ qualilque, quantufque, O b( 

Si QUia veri eft ulla^ fi pietas movetjt^ 

A me meifque injuriam, quaefo, aMtne* 

The pibu9 paternal prayer in the lail line wasr 
far from being crowned with fuccefs. Francis^ tl 
deft fon of De Thou, fell a vidtim to the refent 
which Cardinal Richelieu is faid to have cono 
againft him, from a paflage in the great HiftoHan 
fiedling on the Richelieu family. — Me was behead 
Ljons, i642> for having been privy to a confp 

againft the Cardinal- Voltaire, with his ufual 

la.ithropy and fpirit, inveighs againft the iniqui 
this execution, in his Melanges, torn. iii. — The 
OU5 reader may find a particuhir account of this tra 
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tveiit ia the laft voliune of that noble edition of Thua« 
waip which Wat publiihed under the aufpices of Dr. 
Mead, and does great honour to our country » — I (hall 
cloie this Note by tranfcribi^g from it the following fpi« 
lited epitaph on the unfortunate vidim.^ 

Hiftoriam quifquis Tuh fcribere, fcribere veram 

Nunc vetat Exkiuro, magne Thuane, tnuffl» 
Richelis (tirpis proavos laenfle^ Patemi 

Crimen erat calami, quo tibi vita perit. 
Sanguine delentur nati monumenta parentis : 

Qns nomen dederani fcripta^ dedere necem.. 
Tanti morte viri lie eft fancita Tjrannis r 

Vera loqui £ vis, difce ciuenta pati. 

NOTE XVL ViRSB 364. 

Tfy PP^i/s, O France / (as t^^/i iky Critsci own) 
Suppcf-t li'of Hifi&rfs tfu^eftic tom^ To avoid evcrj 
ipparance of natfdnal prej^dicf , I ihall quote on diis 
OGcafion fbme pofiages from a very libera French Cri- 
tic, who has pimed the £mie judgment on the Hifbri** 
^nt of hit country. The Marquis d'Argenfoo, in a 
niemoir md befbft the Piench Academy »- i7<c, not 
onlv confeflea that the French Writers have failed in- 
Hiitoryy but even venturea to explain the caitie of their 
^1 fucceft^ 

Nous avons, fays* he^ quclqucs mofceaux, ou Ton 
irouve tout k la' fois la fidelitd^ le gout, et le vrai ton 
i*Hifl:oire j mais outre qu'ils font en petit nombre, et 
^res^ourCs, les auteurs, ^ qui nous en fommes redeva- 
^les, fe font defid de kurs forces^ ils ont crainc de 
^anquer d'haleinc dans des ouvrages de plus longue 
€tendue- 

Pourquoi les anciens ont-ils eu des Thucydides,, dea 
^nophonsy des Polybes, & des Tacttes ^ pourquoi ne 
pouvons nous leur comparer que des St. Reals^ des Ver- 
tots, des Sarrafins ? nous ne devons point attribuer 
cette difette a la decadence de TEfpnt humain. U 

fkut 
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faut en chercber, ii j'ofe m^exprimer ainfi, ^el^ue 
raifon nacionale, qoclque caufe, qui foit panrculicie 
aux Franpois .... 

Quatre qualil^s princrpales fon n€ceflaires au Hifto- 
riens. 

1. Une critique exafte & favante, fond6e fur des 
recherdies laborieufes^ pour la colledtion des faics. 

2. Une grande profondeur en n^orale & en politi- 

y Une imagination fuge* & fleurie, qui peigne les 
aflionSy qui deduife les cauics, &i qui prcfente les re- 
flexions avec clarcd & fimplicite ; quelquefuis. avec 
feu, mais toujours avec gout & ^l^gance. 

4. II faut de plus la conftance dans la travail, un 
(lyle 6gal &c foutenu, Sc une exadlitude iufdtigable, qui 
ne montre jamais l''impatience d^avancer, ni de laiHtude 
pendant le cours d^une longue carridre, 

. Qu^on fepare ces qualtt^fy on. trouvera des cHefs- 
d*ocuvres parmi noust des Critiques, des .Moraltftes, 
des Politiques, des Peiotres, & des Uterateurs labo- 
rieux, dont le produit nous furprend. Mais ,qu*on 
cherches ces qualit^s raJembldes, on manquera dVx- 

cmples k citer entre dos Auteurs. The critic then 

takes a rapid review of the French Hiftorians, and pro-, 
ceeds to nuke the fpllowing lively remarlci on the cifii* 
Culty of W! icing Hiftory in Fiance, and the volatile 
character of his countryn^en — J*ii deji pr^venu Tune 
des plus granJes dilHcult^ pour' les auteurs'; ils dc- 
vroient etre en meme terns homroes de cabinet et horn- 
mes du monde. Far Tetude on ne connoit que les an* 
ciens, & les maurs bourgecifes ; & dans la bonne com- 
pagnie, on perd fon terns, i'on ecrit peu, et Ton penfe 
ehcoce moins. ..... 

L^haleine manque d un 6crivatn Frarpois faute de 
conftance ; il entreprend l^gerement de grands ouvra- 
ges, il les continue avec nonchalance, il les tinit avec 
dugout : s*il les s^bandonne queique terns, il ne les re- ' 
jffCDd plus, & nous voyons <\ue tous nos contiauateurs 
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ont echou6. La laflitude du foir fe refient de Tardeur 
du matin. Oeft deU qu'il nous arrive de n'avoir de 
bon, que de petita morceaux, foit en poeHe, foit en 
profc .... nous n*avons que .... des morceaux Hifto- 
riques, & prcfque pas une Hiftoire g6nerale digne de 
buange. 

Choix desMemoires de rAcademie,&c, 
LondreSy 1777, torn. iii. p. 627, 
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.J9 ND Jbake tb^ affrighted tvorld with dire portents!] 
There is. a cyrioas crcacife of Df. Warburton's on this 
fubjedt, which is become very fcarce; it is entitled, 
'^* A critical and philoTophical^ Enquiry into thecaufes 
*' of prodigies and miracle^» as rel^ited . by Hiftorian^ 
•* yrith an. Eflay towards re.ft^ing^a method and purity 
" in Hiftory;*' It contain^, like ^oft of the compofi- 
tidns of this dogmatical Writer, ^ lira age mixture of 




w. « .— -^ «..«.^ » *,.ft^,,, .^^^ .**- ..^^ happened** 
meet wtta tl^is fiagalar book, — Having celebrated Ra- 
leieha^Qd py^e, as writers Qf true {lillonc genius, ht 
adds :*** almost alltbe refl of our Hiftones wanttafe, 
Soii]^ Sfaape^ and Body : a mere hodge-podge of abor- 



tive 
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tire cnbrvos and rotten carcafcs, kept in an unnata- 
ral fenrec't (which die ynJgar miftake for real life) bj 
the rank le-.en of prodigies and portents. Which can^ 
but afford good diverhon to the Critic, while he ob« 
ferves how nitu rally one of their own fables is here 
mvthologized and expl lined, of a cbmrchjard carcafii 
f at fed cud J ft a Jinctimg by the imftaiKmoffomfbeUijIt 
fuccubni -jnttin^'' He then paflea a heavy cenfure on 
the antiquarian publications of Thomas Heme ; in the 
clofe cf which he exclaims — '' Wonder not reader, at 
the view of thefe extravanncies. The Hiftoric Mufei 
after much vain longing for a vigorous adorer, is now 
fillen under that indifpofition of her fex, fo well known 
by a depraved appetite for trafli and cinders.'* Hav- 
ing quoted two paifages from this (ingular Critic, in 
which his metiphorical language is exceedingly grofs, 
candour obli^s me to tranlcribe another, which is no 
lefs remarkable for elegance and beauty of expreilioD. 
In defcribing Salluft, at one time the loud advocate of 
public fpirit, and afterwards (baring in the robberies of 
Csefar, he exprefles this variation cf character by the 
following imagery : — No fooner did the warm afped of 
good fo rcune fliine out again, but all thefe exalted ide« 
as of virtue and honour, raifed;like a beautiful kind of 
froft-work, in the cold feafon of adverfity, dilfolved 
.and difapj^eared.*' 

Enquiry, &c« London, '727, page 17. 

NOTE II. Verse 51. 

'On Francio nvip the Gallic page is mute, 

jfndBritiJb Story drops the name of Brute, 1 The ori* 
gin of the French nation was afcribed by one of the 
Monkiih Hiftorians to Francio, a fon of Priam : Mr, 
Warton, who mentions this circiimftance in his Difler- 
tation on the origin of romantic fidion in Europe, fup*« 
pdics thati^^jTiyal of Virgirs'iEneid, about the fixth or 
ieVenth ceittur J^,' liifpitfeil itianj; nations with diis chi- 
merical idea oftracmgtheirdefceni from the family of 
Pfitm. There is a very remarkable proof in the Hif- 

torian 
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ftorIiM» Matthew of Weftfniofter, how fond the Engifh 

■ were; of qoQfidcring thejnfelvea as the defcendants of 

. the Trqian. Brutus. In i letter from Edward the firft 

to the Pope Boniface, concerning the all^rs- of Scot- 

kad, the King boafta of his Trojan predeceiTor in the 

.foUewiiig terms: — Sub temporlbiis icaque Elj & Sa- 

noehi prophetarum, vir quidam ftrenuus et indgnis, 

Brutus nomine, de genere Trojanorum poft excidium 

ivhis Trojanae cum multis nobilibus Trojanorum appli- 

cuit in: quandam Infulam tunc Albion vocatam, a gi- 

• gaptibus inhabitatam, quibua fua et fuorum fedudtis 

potrntia ^ oqcifis, ean nomine fuo Bricanniam fociof* 

que fuos Btitasnos appelUvit, 61 sediticavit civitatem 

quim Tnnovaotuoi . nuncupivit quae modo Londinum 

■uncypatur. Matt. Westmon. p. 439. 

NOTE hi. Vers* 73. 

A fid Bacon* s felfy for mentaf ^hry iorti, 

MfeiSf as her fltrCfy our pity ^ or .cur f com ^'] I wi(h 
not to dwell invidiouflj on the failings of this immor- 
tal Gimiusi but it may be ufeful to reinark, that no 
Hiftorical work, though executed hy a man of the 
hi ehefl mental abilities, can obtain a failing reputation, 
if It be planned and written with a fervtlity of fpirit. — 
This was evidently the cafe in Bacon^s Hiftory of 
Henry the VII th: it was the firft work he engaged in 
'after his difgrace, and laid as a peace-offering at the 
ktt of his matter, the defpicable James, who affected 
to conf]der his great grandfather, the abject and ava- 
ricious Henr} , as the model of a King. It was there- 
fore the aim of the unfortunate Hidorian to flatter this 
phantafy of the royal pedant, for Whom he wrote, and 
ht accordingly formed a coloifal (latue to reprefent a 
pigmy .---It is matter of afloniihment that Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, who in his political works has written on 
the vices of this ver^ King, with a force and beauty 
io fuperior to the Hiftory in queftion, fhould fpeak of 
it as a work poileiiing- merit I'ufficient to bear a com- 
parifon with the ancients : on the contrary^ the ex- 

VoL. I. L treme 
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creme tukwardnds of the taflc, vHuch the Hiftoriu 
impeded upon himfeli^ gave a weaknefi and embtr- 
nninent to iiis ftylct which ia his noUcr works ts dear, 
nervoos, and manly. This will particaUrly appear 
from a few lines in bis charader ot Henr^« — ** TUi 
King, to fpeak of him in terms cqval to his dtkrmh 
was one of the bed fort of wonders, a wonder ror 
wife men. He had parts, botb in his virtues and his 
fortune, noe fo 6t for a common«-place as for obferrs- 
tion« « • • • His worth may bear a tale or two that 
may put upon him fomewhat that may feem divine.^'— 
He tnen relates a dream of Hemy*s mother, the Lsdj 
Morgaiet : but' the quotations 1 ha?e made may be fut- 
ficient to juftify my remark i and, asDr.Johnfon ftyi 
liappily c£ Miiton, ^* What Engliihman can take de- 
light in tranfcribing pafla^es, which if they leflen the 
reputatiofi of Bacon, dinimiih ia fome degree the ho- 
nour of our country ?•• . 

N O T E IV, VaasE 92. 

And of that motmtain make the fiatue of a fChffJ^ An 
alluiion to the Archited Dinocrates, who offered to cue 
Mount Athos into a ftatue of Alexander the Great. 

NOTE V. Verse 97. 

As cmvH^d vjitb Imlian laurels, mobly tvott^ ilfc* This 
ftory is told on a fimilar occafion by Luctan. Having 
aiTertdd that Hiflorical flatterers often meet with the 
indignation they deferve, he proceeds in this example : 
•^^y<^ A^iroCtfXoi; fM»e^;^ia» y^-^mrroq A?it(^if^ mm 
llu^f fun ojrayiorrof mrru ww fMXir» to x^*** ''^ 
y^»9vi* (yrro ya^ x°^^^^ *»•« f"y^» ▼•» fimai^Mt 

Ttii oA^diiaK} AaCft^f ixiivof to |?iCxiejr (fr^flo»nc ^ myx/'^n* 
tf rt» voTOfMif T^awTTii) §^^1^9 i»» iti^aXt}» •( to oJtt>^, 
fVfiVAiv " Km CI jli Qvr«t i^fiv, u A^^oChXi, tomivto 

LvciAN. Edit. Riollay, p. 28. 

The 
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The critics are much divided on this paflage: I hav* 
followed an interpretation very diflferent from that adopt* 
ed by a learned and judicious author^ who has lately 
entered into a thorough difcuifion of all the anecdotes 
relating to this celebrated Conqueror, in a very elaborate 
and fpirited diifertatioB) entitled, '* £zaiheli critique 
des HiftoiienS d^ Alexandre,*^ Paris^ 4to. 1775. But 
there is great probability in his conje£ture» that the 
name of Ariftobulus has flipt into the ftory by fome 
miftake) and that the fycophant fo juftly reorimanded 
was Oneficritu», who attended the hero ot Macedoti 
in quality of Hiftotiographer, and is cenfured by the 
jadictous Strabo as the moil fabulous <^ all the Wri* 
ters who have engaged in his Hiftory. For the rea* 
fons which fupport this conje^ure, fee the book I 
have iuencioned, p^ 19% 

NOTE VIv VfiiisE ns^ 

/• DetHcathns qmetij inurn^d^ 

They take m9re iying Praife than Amwan j^<AmV»1 
As Hiftory is the compofition moft frequently addiVffia 
to Princes, modern Hidonans have been peculiarly 
tempted to this kind of adulation*-^-*— Indeed Dedi^ 
cations ih general are but too commonly a difgrace to 
letter^. Perhaps a concife Hiftoty of this fpecies of 
Writing, and the fate of fome remarkable Deaications, 
might have a good influence toward) corre^'ng that 
profti^utioin of talents, v^hich is fo often obferved in 
produ6tions of this nature \ and fuch a Work might be 
very amufmg to the lovers of literary anirt:dote.*-Th^ 
two mod unfortunate Dedications that occur to my 
remembrance, were written by Jolhua Barnes an.d Dr. 
Pearce, late Bifbop of Rochefter : The firft dedicated 
his Hiftory of Edward the Illd> to James the lid, and 
unluckily compared that Monarch to the moft valiant 
«f his predeceifors, juft before his timidity led him, to 
abdicate the throne ! the fecond dedicated hi& edttioft 
of Tully de Oraiore to Lord Macclesfield, aud as ijfe*- 
luckily celebrated his patron as a Aiodel of' public vir- 
h z tue', 
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hie, not inany years' before he was impeacbed in par- 
liaroenty and fined jf. 30,000 for the iniquity of l^s 
condadtin the office of Chancellor. 

NOTE VIL Ver«b 135. 
SUtl can HePTtra^ mourning ffer his um^ 
His S^ing pangs id bUfsful rapture tum.'] Antonio dc 
jHerrera, a Spanlfh Hidorian of great reputation, de- 
JTcribes the 'death of Philip IL in the following terms : — 
Y fue cofa de notar,"^ que aviendo dos, o tres horas an* 
tes' que cfpirafTe, .tenido un paraxt fmo tan violento, que 
le tuvieron poracahadoy cubriendole el roftro con un 
pannoy abrio lo« ojos con gran efpiritu, y tbmd el 
crucifixo de mano de Don Hemanao de Toledo con 
gran devocion y ternura le beso muchas vozes, y a la 
imagen de neuftra Sennora de Mohferrate, que eftava 
en la candela, Parecid al Arpobifpo de Toledo, a los 
confeflbres, y a quantos fe hallaron prefentes, que era 
impoffible, que natural n^nte huvieife podido bolver 
ta» jurofto^ y con. tan vivo efpiritu, fino que devio dc 
l;cic^cn,aquel punto alguna vifion y favor del cielo, y 
que maa ^ue japto que paraxifmo : luego bolvio al ago< 
jri^j fe'feu acabai)do poco a poco, y con pequenno 
/Doviiuiento fe le anancd el alma, domingo a treze de 
iSetienibre a las cinco horas de la inannana, fiendo fus 
ultimas palabraSy que moria como Catolico en la ^^. y 
4obedieneia de la lanta Ig.efia Romana; y afii acabd 
e(^ gran ^onarca con la mifma prudencia, con que 
JMvio; por lo qual (meritamente) le le-dio el atributo 
idle prUdente.. 

/:' ' .Hift* General del Mundo, por Ant. Herrera, 
: Madrid 1612, Tom. iii.f. 777. 

After fpeaking fo freely on the vices of this Monarchy 
it is but juft to obferve, that Philip, who pofleiTed all 
|hc fedatc cruelty of the cold-blooded D^lavius, refem- 
Jt>ledl)im alfoin one amiable quality, and wasfo mucb 
^ fiiend' ta letters, that his reign may be confidered as 

^ Auguftan age of Spanifh literature.-' His mo ft 

Uoody mimfter, the merciiefs Alva, was the Mecaenas 
<)f that wonderful and voluminous Poet, Lope de 

Vega. 
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Vegsu I cannot help regretting that the two eminent 
Writers, who have lately delineated the reigns of 
Cfiarles the Vth, and his Son Philip, fo happily in our 
language, have entered fo little into the literary Hiilory 
of tho& times. 

NOTE VIIL Verse 158. 

Mr hope t0 fiaitty 9ft bafe DefraSioif s fcroUj 
A Tully^sHKrals^ or a Sidne/s foul /l^ Dion GalTius, 
tlie fordid advocate of defpotifm, endeavoured to de- 
preciate the charafter of Cicero, by infertin^ in his Hif» 
tory the moft indecent Oration that ever difgraced the 
page of an Hiilortan. — In the opening of his 46th book» 
ne introduces :Q.Fufius Calenus haranguing the Roman 
fenate againd the great ornament of that a/fenibly, 
calling Cicero a magician, and accufing him of profti- 
nuinghis wife, and committing inceft with his daugh- 
ter. SojT.e late hiflorical' attempts to fink the reputation 
of the great Algernon Sidney, are fo recent, that they 
will occar to die remembrance of almod every Reader 

" N O T.E IX. Verse 179. 

Nor Ufs the btfnuihy tbd* of different kikdy 
From fmife Phi'ojopifi conceits refinU/ &c.] The 
ideas in this paiTage are chiefly borrowed from the ex- 
cellent obfervations on Hiftory in Dr. Gregory's Cowpa** 
rmtvue Finv* As that engaging little volume is fo ge- 
nerally known, I (hall not lengthen thefe^ Notes by 
tranfcribing any part of it) but I thought it juft to 
acknowledge my obligations to an Author, whofe'fiin- 
rimencs I am proud to adopt, as he unites the nobje^ 
affe^ons of the heart to great jeleipance of mindiV 4 
is juilly ranked among the. moil amiable ^i moral 
writers* 

N OT E X. Verse 218. 

tofpeak m Fe^fehoodi and no Tmtb fnfprefs.'] (loii 
nefcit, primam eUe Hiftoriae legem ne quid fain, dioerc 
audeat ? deinde, ne quid veri non audeat. JDe Oraioce^ 

L3 MdV^WSft 
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Voltaire fats made a few juft remarks on the fecooi 
part of this famous Hiftorical maxim i ami it certainly 
ij to be underftood with feme degree of limicatioo. Tb^ 
fentence of the amiable Pliny, (o often quoted— Hifto-' 
ria* quoquo modo fcripta defeOat— is Ikble, i apprC^ 
hend, to ftiii more objedlions. 

NOTE XI. ViRsi 266. 

J wqfie of Genius in ^be toil of KnolUs."] Richar^^ 
JCnolleSy a native of Northamptonihtre> educated ^^ 
Oxford, publiihed, in 161 o, a Hif^ory of the Turk^ " 
An Author of our age> to whom both criticifm and mo^ 
rality have very high obligations, has beftowed a liberal 
encomium on this negle&d Hiftorian ; whole chanyQe^* 
iie clofes with the following juft obfervation : 

*^ Nothing could have funk this Author in obfcurity^ 
but the remotenefs and barbarity of the people whof# 
ftory he relates. It feldom happens^ that all circum« 
fhmces concur to happtnefs or fame* The nation whidi 
produced ^this great Hiftorian^ has the grief of feeing 
his genius employed upon a foreign and uninterefting 
fubjea I and that Writer^ who might have fecured 
perpetuity to his narne^ by the Hillory of his^ own 
country, has expofed himfelf to the danger of oblivion^ 
by recounting tineerf^riaea and NvolutiuAii of which 
none defire to be infv^J^med^** 

RAMSLfiRf Vol. in. No. i&a« 

NOTE Xn. Vbrse 330, 

Jud read ywr fidi rrwatd in Braif^s fate /] Robeit, 
Bradv» born in Norfolk, was ProiefTor of Phyfic iqr 
the Univerfity of Cambridge, which he repitfented in 
Parliament.— ~— He was mafter of Caius Colle^, and 
Phvfician in ordinary to lames II. He publubeda in 
1684, a Hiftory of England, from the invauon of Julius 
C»far to (he death of Richard the Second, in three 
Yolumes folio: and died in 1700. ■' His charader 
cannot be more juftly or more forcibly exprefied, than 
i^ the words of a living author, ^0 has lately vindi^ 

cated 
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^^ Cited the anttent conftitutlon of our country with great 
J?^ ^h of learning, and with all the energy of genius 
H? irfpiriced by fre^om. 

jT *' Of Dr. Brady it QUght to be remembered, that 
7 Ac wu the flavc of a fadidn, and that he meanly prol- 
/ ^tnded an excellent underftandtng, and admirable 
' ^uickneis, to vindicate tyranny, and to deftroy th« 
'^ghts of his nation.** 

Stuakt** ^^ew of Society in Europe. 
Notes, page 327. 

. N Ot E mil' Vaast 381. 

Like the dwr^ fsn of Cr^fus, in the ftrife^ Herodor 
tu9 relates, that a Perfian foldier, in the llbrmtng of 
Sardls, was preparing to kill Croefus, whofe perlbn he 
^vi not know, and who, giving up all as loft, neglected 
to defend iiis own life; a fon of the unfortunate Mo« . 
narch, who had been dumb from hii infancy, and^ho 
never fpake afterwards, found utterance, in that trying 
moment, and preferred his father, by exclaiming *' O 
kUl not Crafus T' 

NOTE XIV. Verse 387. 
Lefi eaff^er to correQ^ than to revile^ This is perhaps 
a juft defcription of T^he polemical Di^inne^ as a eeneral 
cbaraSter: but t'lere are fon^.e authors cf that cTafs, to 
whom it can never be applied. Dr. Watfon in 

particular, will be ever mentioned with hqpour, as one 
of the happy few, who have* prelcrved the purity of 
juftice and ^ood manners in a zealous defbice of reli* 
gioni who have given elegance and fpirit to controvert 
nal writing, by that liberal elevation of mind, which is 
equally removed from the meanneis of flattery and the 
infolence of detraction. 

NOTE XV. Verse 393. 

The noble infiinSy Love cf lajlinp Fame,'] There IS 

a mod animated and judicious defence of this Pailion 

in Fitzolborne's Letters. — But I muft content myfclf 

L 4 witk 



224 NOTE .S, &c.i 

with barely referring my Reader t6 that a 
till, as I fear I have already extended th 
fuch a lengthy as will expofe idq to the 
criciciim. Indeed. I tremble in ^f^yiewia 
this Comment, which I cannot dpfe With< 
my Reader to believe^ that k% hulk ha» a 
vaia idea* of the Vklue of m^. o^nlPoe 
a defire to dirow coIle6ted light on a fi 
appeared to me of importance^ and to. dp 
in my power to raany valuable writers, w 

to celebrate.-' T fcofe who are incline 

will perhaps think this'apolo^yluifufficienl 
fee that fome haily Critics will compare* 
tfie poem with that of the Annotations, ar 
down the bbok without peruHng either^ tb 
perhaps (hot unhappily ) to the Author . 
lively couplet of Dr. Young: 

Sure, next to Writing, the mod idU 
.Is gCAV«ly CO liaffiin j;m« ua What we 
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PREFACE. 



J.T feems to be a kind of duty in- 
cumbent on thofe who devote them- 
felves to Poetry, to raife, if poflible, 
the dignity of a declining Art, by mak- 
ing it as beneficial to Life and Manners 
as the limits of Compofition, and the 
chariadter of modem Times will allow : 
The ages, indeed, are paft, in which 
the fong of the Poet was idolized for 
its miraculous effects ; yet a Poem, in- 
tended to promote the cultivation of 
good-humbur, may ftill, perhaps, be 
fortunate enough to prove of £>me lit- 
tle fervice to focietjr iti general ; or, if 
this idea may be tfcught too cbinieri- 

cal 
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cal and romantic by fober Reafon, it— 

nocent delufions, in which a poetical 
Enthufiaft may be fafely indulged. 

•drhE fdlowiiig pitedir^n owes its 
exiftence to an incident in real life, 
very fimilar to the principal a<flion of 
the laft Canto ; but in forming the g(>- 
neraV plan of the work, it feemed to 
tne abfolutely necdg^ry to introduce 
boA the agrft^y and ibe\ *bode of 
SiPtBEN, notwithQ^tiding the difficulty 
and th6 hazacdi bf atteaipttpg . flt fub^ 
jdft fo happily cxei^ruled :l)y the maf- 
tcriy pencil of Pope^ I.coniidered his 
C4v^e*of Spleen w a moft exquifite.ca- 
Ktielt pKlwre^i: ^nfl, to avoid tl^e. fer- 
vility* . of iaiitjiHop^ \ , :l . deteriii^ned to 
Iketch the manfion, of.^tW^ gloomy 
Power :on a much - wi4cr.. canyafs.: 
Happy p indee4» ? if th<a^ jud^CQt , of 
the PaWic ai^y enable .jsne tq eK- 
claint^ with ♦the t«&ne^ y«ity^jqf the 

Painter, 
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Painter, who compared his own works 
to the divine produdtions of tlaphacl> 

•• E foil Pittdre anch' Ip !** 

The celebrated Aleflandro Taflbni^ 
who is generally confidered as the in- 
yerttor of the niodem Heroi- comic Poe- 
try, was fo proud of h^n^ extended 
the limits of his art by a new kind of 
compofifion, that he not only fpoke 
of it with infinite exiiltation iri one of 
hiis private letters, but even gave a' 
M5. fcopy of his work to bis miivt 
city of Modena, with an inlbription, 
in which he ftyled it a new fpecies of 
Pbetryi indented by hfnrfel£ ' . * 

A^F^w partial frietida h^vc aflertcci, 
that the prefent pbrfbrmahce^ has fomfc 
degree of fimilar merit ; but as I lap* 
prdiend ^1 the iidvelty it pdflefle^ 
tiiajr' rbtW reqtrire an apology,, thtt 
entitle its Atithtnr W dikleAjge doro- 

mendation^ 
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mendation, I (hall explain bow far 
the condudl of the Poem differs from 
the moft approved niodels in this mode 
of writing, and (lightly mention the 
poetical efFedls, which fuch a variation 
appeared likely to produce. 

It is well known, that the favourite 
Poems, which blend the ferious and 
the comic, reprefcnt their principal 
chara^ers in a fatirical point of view: 
It was the intention of Taflbni (though 
prudence made him attempt to con* 
ceal it) to fatirize a particular Italian 
Nobleman, who happened to be the 
objed of his refentment. Boileau 
opeMly ridicules the . French Ecclefi- 
aftics in his Lutrin ; Garth, our Eng- 
li(h Phyficians, in his Difpenfery ; and 
the Rape of the Ix)ck itfelf, that mod 
excellent and enchanting Poem, which 
I never contemplate but with new ido- 
latry,, is denominated the. beft. Satire 
-extant^ by the learned Dr^Warton, in 

bis 
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his very elegant and ingenious, but 
fevere Eflay on Pope : A. fentence 
^hich feems to be confirmed by the 
Poet himfelf, in his letter tcJ Mrs. 
Fermor, where he fays, ", The cha- 
" rafter of Belinda, as it is now ma- 
<« naged, refembles you in nothing 
"but in beauty.** Though I think, 
that no compofition can furpafs, or 
perhaps ever equal this moft happy 
cflfbrt of Genius, as a fportive Satire, 
I imagined it might be poflible to give 
a new Charafter to this mixed fpecies 
of Pbetry, and to render it by its Ob- 
jeft, though not in its Execution, more 
noble than iibe moft beautiful and re« 
fined Satire can be. We have fcen 
it carried tb inimitable perfeftion, in 
thd moft delicate raillery on Female 
Foibles :— — It remained to be tried, 
if it might not alfo afpire to deline* 
ate the more engaging features of 

Female 
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Female Excellence. The idea appear* 
ed to me worth the experiment; for, 
if it fucceeded, it feemed to promife 
a double advantage ; firft, it would 
give an air of novelty to the Pdem; 
and, fecondly, what I thought of much 
greater importance, it would render It 
more interefting to the heart. Oh 
thefe principles, I have endeavoured 
to paint Ser-eha as a moil lovely, 
engaging^ vand accompliflicd charaifler ; 
yet I hope the colouring 'i§ fo felth- 
fiilUy copied ffi^mgetHf^ Nffturiff that 
every mad, who reads the Poem> wiay 
bo happy enough . to know many Fair 
. onesv' who refenlble my Hieroti3S&. 

/ T««it« is; aik>tl*er potot, in which 
I hdfve dfo att^rtipted to give this Poem 
an ftir of hovelty: I riieatr; the fliati- 
ner bf cotmei^ling the ital and the vi- 
fioha^y fcenfe^, whieh compofe it ; hy 

Ihifting 
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ftiifiing tbefe in : alternate Cantos, V 
hoped n> make famitiat Incident and 
atlegotical ^ Pidhaare afTord. a? ftrong re- ^ 
Mf W :eacli" other^ and keep the at- 
teniimi of the Reader divey by an ap- 
peaVatiie p&rticularly diverfi£iedr I 
\vffifed, indefcd' (but r ffekred -ffloft ih- • 
eflfeaoaliy^'foi- f>dW^^s to Uttite: fdrfte.' 
toiidhe^ 'of the fportive WHdiiefs ' of 
Aribftb, and the morefeVious ftiMitrie 
paiiitlng of DaAte, With tome portion ' 
of the if fichatiting * elegance, the re- '' 
fineii imaginatiofi, and the mbral graces 
of Pope ; and to do this, If poflible^ 
without violating thofe rules of propri-* 
cty, which Nfr. Cambridge has illuf-' 
trated, by example as wdl as precept^ 
in The Scribleriad, and in his fen- 
fible Preface to that elegant and learn- 
ed Poem. 

I HAVE now very frankly ii>fonned' 
cay Reader gf the extent, or rather of 
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ihe ixirnvagance of my dellre ; for I 
will not give it the ferlous name of 
rfg^fr : They, whom ^ai enli^tisned 
tafle has rendered thoroughly feoiible 
how very difficult it muft be to accom- 
plifh fttch an idea, will not only be^ the 
firft todifcern, but the moil ready to par- 
doit thofe errors, ia which Jo hazard- 
ous an attempt may perhaps have be- 
trayed me* I had thoughts of intro- 
ducing this performance to the Pub- 
lic, by a Diffcrtation of confiderable 
length on this fpecies of Poetry ; but 
I forbear to indulge myfelf any far- 
ther in fuch preUminary remarks, as, 
the anxiety of authors is fo apt to, pro- 
duce, from the reflc^on, that, how- 
ever ii>genioufly written, they add lit- 
tle or nothing to the fuccefs of a good 
Poem, and are utterly infufficient to 
prevent that negleA, or oblivion, 
which is the inevitable fate of a bad 
one. 



PREFACE. 

In difmiffing a work to my Fair 
Readers, which is intended principally 
for their perufal, I (hall only recom- 
mend it to their attention ; and bid 
tliem farewell, in the words of the 
pleafant and courteous Taflbni— 

" Vaglia il buon voler, s* altro noa 

" lice, 
** E chi la leggera, viva fclicel 
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CANTO L 

X H £ Mind's foft Guardian, who, tbo' yet unfung, 
J nfpires with harmony the female tongue, 
•And gives^ improving every tender grace. 
The Imiles of angels to a mortal face j 
Her powers I fing; and fcenes of mental ftrife, 5 

Which form the maiden for th' accomplifh'd wife ; 
Where the fw^et vidtrefs fees, with fparkling ejes, 
Lqve her reward, and Happtnefs her prize. . ' 

4)aughters cf Beauty, who the fong infpire, 
* To your enchanting notes attune my lyre i !-• 

And 
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And O \ tf haply your fofc hearts may ga!a. 

Or ufe, or pleafara from ihnc modey ftraiot 

Tho* formal critics, with a furly Irown, 

Deny your artlefs Bard the laurel crown. 

He ftill (hall triumph^ if ye deign to fpread 15 

Your fweeter myrtle round his lionouf^d head» 

In your bright circle young Sbken a grew | 
A lovielier nymph the pencil never drew | 
For the fond Graces formed her eafy mien. 
And Heaven^s foft azure in her eye was feen; 2» 

She feem^d a rofe-bud, when it firft receives 
The genial fun in i^s expanding leaves i 
For now (he entered thofe important years. 
When the full bofom iwells with hopes and ^art ; 
V^n confcious Nature prompts the fecret figfa, ±$ 
And (beds fweet languor o*er the melting eye \ 
When nobler toys the female heart trepan. 
And Dolls reje^ed) yield their place to Man« 

BeNEAT4i a Pather^s care Serena grewi 
*Thc good Sir Gilbert, to his country true, ^m 

A faithful Whig, who, zealous for the ftate. 
In Freedom^s fervice led the loud debate 1 
Ytt every day, by tranfmutation rare, 
Turn'd to a Tory in his elbow chaii^ 
And made his daughter pay> however abfurdt 35 

Faflive obedience to his fovereign word^ 

In his domeflic fway he borrowM aid 
From pHm PrNELOPE) an ancient maid^ 
His upright fifter, Qonfcious of her worthy 
Who valued flill iier beauty, and her birth 1 49 

Thn' 
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Tho* from her birth no en?ied rank (be gztn^d. 
And of her beauty l)ut tbe ghoft remained % 
A reftlefs ^oft f that with remembrance keen 
ProclaimM inoeilant what it once had been i 
Delighted ftiil the fteps of youth to haunt, 45 

To watch the tender nymph^ and warm gallant 1 
And, with an eye that petrified purfuit. 
Hang like the dragon o*er th* Hefperian fruit. 

Th o"* fHdtly guarded by this jealous power. 
The mild Serena no reflraint could four : {• 

Pure was her bofom, as the filver lake. 
Ere riling winds the ruffled water ibake. 
When the bright pageants of the morning iky, 
Acrofs th' e^panfive mirror lightly fly. 
By vernal gales in bright fucceilion driven*, 5 j 

While the clear glafs reflects the fmile of heavem 
In gay content a fportive life (he led. 
The child of Modefty, by Virtue bred : 
Her light companions Innocence and £afe : 
Her hope was Pleafure, and her wi(h to pteafe z 6« 
For this to Fafbion early rights (he paid : 
For this to Venus fecret vows (he made % 
Kor held it fin to caft a private glance 
O^cT the dear pages of a new romance, 
Eager in Fi6tion*s touching icenes to find 65 

A fields to exercife her youthful mind : 
The touching fcenes new energy impreft 
On all the virtues of her feeling brea(l« 
Sweet Evelina's fafcinating powef 
Had firfl beguilM of (leep her midnight hour: 79 

Poded by Sympathy's enchanting (way. 
She read, unconfcious of the dawning day. 

The 
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The Modern Anecdote was next convey'd 
Beneath her pillow by her faithful m^id. 
The nymph, attentive as the brooding dove, 75 

Pored o^er che tender fcenes of Franzers love : 
. The (inking taper now grew weak and pale i 
Serena figh^d, and dropt th^ unfii^ifli'd tale ; 
But, as warm clouds in vernal aether roll. 
The Ibft ideas floated in her foul t U 

Free from ambitious pride, and envious care. 
To love, and to be lov'd, was all her prayer : 
While thefe fond thoughts her gentle mind polTefs'd, 
Soft dumber fettled on her fnowy bread. 

Sc A R CE had her radiant eyes b^gan to cIo(e, ^5 

When to her view a friendly vilion rofe : 
. A fairy Phantom ftruck her mental iig^t, 
^Light as the goflamei^ as aether bright | 
Array 'd like Pallas was the .pigmy form. 
When the fage Goddefs ftilk the martial ftorm. ^ 
Her cafque was amber, richly gracM above 
With dowpf collected from the callow dove : 
Her burnifti^d breaft-:plate, of a deeper dje. 
Was once the armour of a golden Ay^ 
^ A lynx's eye her little «gis (bone, ^5 

By fairy fpells converted into ftone. 
And worn of old as elfin poets (ing. 
By ^Egypt's lovely queen, a favourite ring : 
Mjfterious power was in the magic toy. 
To turn the frowns of care to fmiles of joy, 100 

Her tiny lance, whofe Tadiance ftreaniM afar. 
Was one bright fparkle from the bridal ftar. 
A filmy niantle round her figure play'd. 
Fine as the texture, bj Arachnelaid 
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O'erfome young plant, when glittering to the view loj 

With many an orient pearl of morning dew. 

^^e Phantom hover'd o'er the confcious Fair 

*^ith fuch a lively fmile offender care, 

As on her elfin lord Titania caft, 

^lien firft flie found his angry fpell was pad. ' no 

Round her rich Jocks Serena chanc'd to tie 

•An ample ribband of cacrulean dye ; 

High o'er her forehead rofe the graceful bow, 

^hofe arch commanded the Iweet fcene below : 

* ^ hovering Spirit view'd the tempting fpot, 1 1 5 

^^d lightly perch'd on this unbending knot; 

"^5 the fair fiutferer, of Pfyche's race, 

"^^ feen to terminate her airy chace, 

*^Tien, pleas'd at length her quivering wings to clofe, 

^Qndly (he fettles on the fragrant rofe. 1 20 

Now in foft notes, more mufically clear 
*T^iian ever Fairy breath'd in mortal ear, 
Thefe words the vifionary voice convey'd 
To the charm'd fpirit of the fleeping maid : 

** Thou darling of my care! whofe ripen'd worth 125 
Shall rpread my empire o'er the fmiling earth ; 
Whom Nature bleft, forbidding modilh Art 
To cramp thy fpirit, or contradl thy heart i 
Screen'd from thy thought, nor in thy vifions felt. 
Long on thy opening mind I've fondly dwelt ; 13d 

[n childhood's forrows brought thee quick relief. 
And dry'd thy April (bowers of infant grief; 
Taught thee to laugh at the malicious boy> 
Who broke thy pla} things with a barbarous joy. 

Vol. I. ' " M To 
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To bear what ills the little Female haunt. 
The tefty Nurfe, the imperious Governante, 
And that tyrannic peiV, the prying maiden Aunt 
Now ripening years a nobler fcene fupply s 
For life now opens on thy fparkltng eye : 
Thy rifing bofom fwells with juft deiire 
Rapture to feel, and rapture to infpire : 
Not the vain blifs, the tranfitory joys. 
That childiih woman feels in radiant toys ; 
The coftly Diamond, or the lighter Pearl, 
Thfi maflive Nabob, or the tinfel Earl. 
Thy heart demands, each meaner aim above, 
Th' imperilhable wealth of fterling love ; 
Thy wi(b, to pleafe by ev'fy fofter grace 
Of elegance and eafe, of form and face ! 
By Mvely fancy and by fenfe refin'd. 
The ftronger magic of the cultur'd mind f 
Thy pure ambition, and thy virtuous plan. 
To fix the variable heart of Man ! 
Short is the worlhip paid at Beauty's (brine ; 
But lading Love and Happinefs are mine : 
Mine, tho' the earth's miftaken, blinded race 
Defpife my influence, and my name debafe ; 
Nor breathe one vow to that setherial friend. 
On whom the colours of their life depend. 
But to thy innocence Til now difplay 
The myftic marvels of my fecret fway ; 
And tell, in this thy fate-deciding hour. 
My race, my name, my office, and my power. 

First, hear what wonders human forms coi 
And learn the texture of the Female brain ! 
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^ Nature*8 care in curious order fpread, 
.^^^ living net ts framM of tender thread j 
^^5^ as thy hand, fome favourM youth to grace, 
'jj'^Us with nice art to form the mimic lace, 
J^itlun the center of this fretted dome, 170 

^^erfecret tower, her heaven-conftrudled home, 

^ft Senfibility, fwcet Beauty's foul t 

"'veeps her coy ftate, and animates the whole, 

luvifible as Harmony, who fprings, 

VVak'd by young Zephyr, from iEolian ftrings : 175 

Her fubtle power, more delicately fine. 

Dwells in each thread, and lives in every line, 

Wfaofe quick vibrations, without end, impart 

Plcafure and pain to the refpcnfive heart. 

As Zephyr's breath the willing chord infpires, 180 

Whifpering foft mufic to the trembling wires. 

So with fond care I regulate, unfeen. 

The fofter movements of this nice machine ; 

Temper my earthly name, the nurfe of Love ! 

But caird Soph ROSY NE in realms above ! 185 

When lovely Woman, perfect at her birth, 

Bleft with her early charms the wond'ring earth. 

Her foul, in fweet fimplicity arrayM, 

Nor (harM my guidance, nor required my aid. 

Her tender frame, nor confident nor oOy, 190 

Had every fibre tun'd to gentle joy : 

No vain caprices fwellcd her pouting lip 5 

No gold prod'JcM a mercenary trip ; 

Soft innocence infpir'd her willing kifs. 

Her love was nature, and her life was blifs. 195 

Guide of his reafon, not his paflion's prey. 

She tam'd the favage, Man, who blefsM her fviray. 

M2 No 
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No jarring wifhes fUIM the world with woes. 
But youth was ccftacy, and age repofe. 



U 



The Powers of Mifchief met, in dark Divan, 200 
To blaft thefe mighty joys of envied Man : 
The Fiends, at their infernal Leader's call, 
Fram*d their bafe wiles in Demogorgon's hall. 
In the deep center of that dreadful dome. 
An hellilb cauldron boilM with fiery foam : 205 -l 

In this wide urn the circling fpirits threw ^^ 

Ingredients harfli, and hideous to the view ; '^J 

While the terrific mafter of the fpell ^^ 

With adjurations (hook the depths of hell, '- 

And in dark words, unmeet for mortal ear, 210 ^ 

Bade the dire offspring of his art appear. ^^ 

Forth from the vafe, with fullen murmurs, broke 
A towering mafs of peftilential fmoke : ^ 

Emerging from this fog of thickeft night, ^ 

A Phantom fwells, by flow degrees, to fight ; 2^5 ^ 

But ere the view can feize the forming (bape, ^ 

From the mock'd eye its lineaments efcape : ^ 

It feem'd all paffions melted into one, ^ 

Aflum'd the face of all, and yet was none : 
Hell flood .aghafl at its portentous niien, 220 

And (huddering Demons call'd the fpedtre Spleen 
Hie thee to earth ! its mighty mafler cried, 
Cer the vex'd globe in heavy vapours ride ! 
Within its center fix thy ihadowy throne ! 
With (hades thy fubjedls, and that hell thy own ! 225 
Reign there unfeen ! but let thy ftrong controul 
Be hourly felt in Woman's wayward foul ! 
With darkefl poifons from our deep abyfs. 
Taint that pure fountain of terreftrial blifs ! 

Th' 
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iiormous Phantom, at this potent found, 230 

I forth obedient from the vaft profound : 

[uaking Fiends recover'd from their dread, 

ell grew lighter, as the monfler fled. 

3W round earth the gliding vapours run, 

ie rich sether, and eclipfe the fun ; 235 

iture (ickens ; and her faireft flower, 

jiting V/oraan, feels the baneful power : 

her foul the clouds of Spleen arife, 

Drightly eflence of her beauty flies : 

ith's gay prime, in hours with rapture warm, 240 

looks aftonifh'd on her altering form : 

eafing frolics^ and enchanting wiles, 

arting looks, and foul-fubduing fmiles, 

vhims fucceed : thick-coming fancies fret 1 

illen paillon,^ and the hafly pet ; 245: 

;\^elling lip, the tear-di tended eye, 

eevilh queftion, the perverfc reply i 

loody humour, that like rain and Bre^ 

cold dilguft with unfubdu'd defire,- 
7hat it loves, and petulantly coy> 250. 

pi;oud abhorrence of the proiFer'd joy: 
iture's artlefs aim, the wifli to pleafe 
luine modefty, and fimple eafe, 
I's pert tricks the crowded brain opprefs 
ill the poor parade of tawdry drefs : 255 

:kly bofora pants for noife and fliew, 
ery bauble, and for every beau ; 
Mce, that Health made harmony, difowns 
lative charm for Langour's mimic tones ; 
igns difeafe, till, feeling \yhat it feigns, 260 

:ied maladies are real pains, 
ind a thoufand ilill fuperior woes, . . 

Jpleen's new empire o'er the earth arofe : 

M 3 Each 
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£ach iimple dictate of the foul forgot. 
Then firft was form'd the merceotry plot ; 16c 

And Beauty pradtis'd that pernicious art, /^ ^' 

The art of angling for an old man's heart 5 
Tho* crawling to his bride with tottering knees. 
His words were dotage, and his love difcafe. ^'^ 

From fex to fex this bafe contagion ran, »7* *^ 

And Gold grew Beauty in the eyes of Man : ^ f 

Courtlhip was traffic 5 and the married life -^ ^ 

But one loud jangle of inceffant ftrife. "^ 

lieo 

The gentle Sprite, who, on his radiant car, ''^-^ 

Shines the mild regent of the evening-ftar, 27J 

And joys from thence thofe genial rays to (bed. 
That lead the bridegroom to the nuptial bed. 
While earth's new ills his friendly foul abforb. 
From Cynthia callM me to his kindred orb i 
And, eager to redrefs the woes d* Man, ftSc 

The brilliant Son of Vefpcr thus began : 
'' Thou fofteft Being of the stdierial kind» 
Be thy benignant cares no more confinM 
To fmooth the ruffled plume of Zephjr*s wiag^ 
To guard from cruel fn^ the infant fpriog, 285 

To drive grofs atoms from the rays of noon. 
Or chafe the halo from the vapourilb moon f 
Thy friendly nature will not now deny 
To quit for nobler toils thy native Iky 1 
Thou feeft how Spleen's infernal vapours roll 290 

Acrofs the fweet ferene of Woman's foul i 
And earth, which darkens as her beauties fade, 
Muft grow a fccond hell without thy aid : 
Take then thy ftation I fix thy nobler reign 
O'er thofe fine dbords, that form the Female brain, 295 

That 
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«*at U8^d, ere injur'd by the ruft of S|Jeen, 
^ fill with harmony the human fccnc ! 
»^ 1 left her touch their tender tones deftroy, 
^ ^ach them to vibrate to thy notes of joy f • 
^0 ! and reftore, by ftilling mental ftrife, 300 

health to faint Love, and happmefs to Life f * 
So fpake that friend of Man^ who lights above 
*^is heavenly lamp of Hymenaeal love : 
In his juft aim my kindred fpirit join'd. 
And flew obedient to the charge aflign*d^ 305 

Hence, as the bias fwaysthe unconfcious bowt, 
I long unfeen have fwayM the carelefs foul ; 
Tho' oft I feel my power by Spleen fubdu'd. 
In the (brill Vixen, and the fullen Prude, 
In fome fair forms my foft dominion grows, 3 1 o 

Like fragrance, rifing from the opening rofe : 
Still I preferve, m many a lovely face. 
That gay good-humour^ and that conftant grace. 
Which heavenly Powers united to infold 
In perfect Woman^s new-created mould ; 3 r5 

When Nature, in her infant beauty bleft. 
The laft and lovclieft of her works careft. 
Butof thofe Nymphs, who delicately fair. 
Draw their foft graces from my forming care. 
My young Serena Ibines her peers above, 3*0 

pride of my ^fcqpes, and darling of my love. 
Hence I to theeYuch myfteries unfold. 
As Man's pedantic eye (hall ne'er behold ; 
Whofe narrow fcience, tho' it proudly boaft 
To pierce the (ky, and count the ftarry ho(V, 3*5 

Sees not the lucid band of airy Powers, 
Who flutter round him in his fecret hours : 
But if to me, thy guardian now difplay'd. 
Thy duteous orifons are juftly paid, 

M 4 Thou 
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Thou to thofe realms (bait pafs with me thy guide, 330 

Where Spleen's pale vidtims, after death, refide ; 

Then to that orb,, in viHon (halt thou rife, 

Unfeen by mcrtal agronomic eyes. 

Where I — but firft let me thy foul prepare 

To meet our lecret foe's inddious fnare I 335 

'Tis my fond pufpofe in thy form to (hew 

The fweeteft model of my (kill below i 

A Youth I dedine to thy dear embrace^ 

CrxjwnM with each mental charm, and manly grace. 

With whom thy innocence, fecure from ftrife,^ 340 

Shall reap the beauteous joys of blamelefs life. 

Pleas'd 1 obferve thy little heart begin 

To a(k, what charms the mighty prize may win : 

Rut know, tho' elegance herielf be feen 

To guidethy motion, and to form thy mein ; 345 

Tho' Beauty o'er thy filial cheek difFufe 

The fofc enchantment of her rofeate hues, 

;< ot from their favour (hall this glory rifeJ 

Tfc M pf R (liall fingly gain the fplendid prize : 

The fudJen conqueH: (ball be mine alone, 35O 

And Love with tranfport (hall my triumph own. 

Such are my hopes j but I with pain relate 

What hard conditions are annex'd by Fate : 

Aa chemic fires, that patient labour blows. 

Draw the rich perfume from the Perfian rofc, 355 

So mufk thou form, by fiery toils relin'd, 

*]'he living elTcnce of thy fweeter mind. 

Dimly I fee, on Deftiny's dull giafs. 

Three dangerous trials 'tis thy doom to pafs ; 

And oh ! if once forgetful of my power, 360 

Good-humour, fail thee in the fatal hour. 

Farewell thofc joys, that wait the happy wife [ 

Farewell the vifion cf unclouded life ! 

Fain 
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Pa I N would my love thy fecret perils (hew. 
Which Fate allows not even me to know : 3651 

In Spleen's dark court a thoufand agents dwell. 
Who bind her victims in the wayward fpell ; 
Perchance three prime fupporters of her fway. 
The bufieft of her Friends, may crofs thy way : 
Stern Contradidtion, her ill-favour'd child, 370' 

Of fierce demeanor, and of fpirit wild. 
Bane of delight! and horror of the fex f 
His plan to puzzle, and his pride to vex l-^ 
Or Scandal, filthy hag ! who blindly limps 
Round the wide earth, fupported by her Imps, 375- 
Her inky Demons, who delight to print 
Her bafe fuggeftion, and her envious hint : — 
Or groundlefs Jealoufy, pert changeling ! born 
Of amorous Vanity, and angry Scorn, 
Whofe bitter taunts with public infult dare 380 

Bafely to wound the unoffending Fair, 
Proud the fweet joys of Innocence to crufb. 
And fpread o'er Beauty's cheek the burning blulb. 
Whether thefe kindred Fiends, or one or all. 
Shall aim thy airy fpirit to enthrall, 38$; 

Are points, my fondnefs tries in vain to reach ; 
But truft my caution ! and beware of each ! : 

Lest toothy lively mind my words may leem: 
The vain chimera of a common dream. 
By one unqueflionable fign be taught 390 * 

To prize my prefence in thy waking thought ! 
An azure ribband, on the toilet thrown. 
Shall make the magic of my empire known r 
On this thy fportive needle tried its powers. 
And filver fpangles form'd the mimic flowers ; , 395 ; 

M 5 On . 
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On thcfe my love (ball breathe a fecret charm ; 
Wkk this, my Cacftus, thy fofc bofom arm ! 
Above it let the decent tucker rife. 
To hide the myitic band from mortal eyes ! 
When Spleen*s dark Powers would teach that hfeaft ta 
(well, 400 

This guardian cin6kure fball thofc Powers repel : 
As the touchM talifman, more fwift than thought. 
To fave her charge, th' Arabian Fairy brought ; 
So (ball this zone, if juftly I'm obey'd. 
Bring my foft fpirit to thy certsun aid. 40^ 

In Love*a great name obferve this high beheft ! 
Revere my power I — Be gentle, and be bleft I** 

Herb th« kind Sprite her friendly counfel dosM,. 
And lightly vani(h*d — -Still Serena dozM; 
Stilt in fweet trance (he fondly feemM to hear 410 

The foft perfuafiOB vibrate in her ear. 
But waking now ^r different notes (be found } 
Lefs pleaQng echos in her chamber found : 
For now the heralds of the London day 
Sing their loud mattins in th* uncrowded way t 41 1^ 
Th* impatient Milk-maid now, wich early dln^ 
Screams to the rattle of her pail of tin ; 
With Sweep's faint cry, and, lateft of the crew^ 
The deep-ton'd muftc of the murmuring Jew* 
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CANTO II. 



E radiant Nymphs ! whofe opening eyes convey 
rmth to the world, and luftre to the day f 
nk what o'erihadowing clouds may crofs your brain, 
)re thofe lovely lids (hall clofe again ! 
at funds of Patience twelve long hours may aflc, 5 
en cold Difcretion clarms her daily talk f 
think betimes ! and, while your morning care 
is foreign odors o*er your fragrant hair, 
ge your foft fpirit with that mental fweet, 
ich may not be exhal'd by Paffion's heat y 10 

charm the fenfe^ with undecaying power, 
ough every- chance of each diurnal hour 5 
night you all perceive your toilets crown*d 
h fuch cofmetics as Se R e n a found I 
to the warning vifion fondly true,. 15 

/ the quick Fair one to the toilet flew : 
h keen delight her ravi(h*d eye furvey*d 
myilic ribband on her mirror laid : 
ht (hone the azure, as Aurora's car^ 
every fpangle feem'd aliving ftar. 20 
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With fportive grace the fmilmg daififel prefl 
The guardian cindture to her fnowy breads 
More lovely far than Juno, when (he fcrove 
To look moft lovely in the eyes of Jove j 
And willing Venus lent her every power, ^5 

That (heds enchantment o'er the amorous hour : ;' "^"^ 

Ft)r fpells more potent on this band were thrown, * " 

Than Venus beaded in her beauteous zone. 
Her dazzling Cscftus could- alone mfpire. '^'^^ 

The fudden irapulfe of (hort-liv'd defire : 3* !^f 

Thcfe finer threads wich laftin^ charms are fraught,. ^^ 

Here lies the tender, but unchanging thought^ 
Silence, that wins, where eloquence is vain, j^^* 

And Tones, that harmonize the mad'ning brain, 
Soft Sigks, that Anger cannot hear, and live, 3S '" 

Ai)d Smiles, that tell, how truly they forgive 5 ^ 

And lively Grace, whofe gay difFufive light ^"^ 

Puts the black phantoms of the brain to flight, '"^^ 

Whofe cheering powers thro' every period lad. 
And make the prefent happy as the pad. 4° '^ 

h 

Such fecret charms this richer Zone pofTed,. 
Whofe flowers, now fparkling on Se r e n a's bread,. 
Give, tho' unfeen, thofe fwelling orbs they bind, ^ 

Smiles to hej face, and beauty to her mind : 
For now, obfervant of the Sprite's behed, 45. 

The Nymph conceals them by her upper ved : 
Safe lies the fpell, no mortal may delcry^ 
Not keen Penelofe's all-piercing eye;- 
Who condant, as the deps of morn advance. 
Surveys the houfliold with a fearching glance^ $0 

And entering now, with all heit ufual care. 
Reviews the chamber of the youthful Fair. 

Beneath 
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1 the pillow, not completely hid, 
ovel lay — She faw — (he feizM — (he chid : 
age and glee her glaring eye-balls flafli, sy 

eked age ! (he cries, ah filthy tra(h ! 
the firft page my juft abhorrence fprings ; 
oodern anecdotes are monftrous things : 
will I fee what dangerous poifons lurk, 
taint thy youth, in this licentious work. 60- 

faid : and rudely from the chamber rulh'd, 
' pallid cheek with expedtation flulhM, 
th ardent hope her eager fpirit (hook, 
in hope ! to banquet on a lufcious book, 
if a Prieft, of the Arabian feft, 65. 

Turkilh hands forbidden wine dcteft, 
tie facred Mu(rulman, with pious din, 
Jl^igns the culprit, and proclaims the (in, 
-Urfes with holy zeal th' inflaming juice,. 
^Ut curfing takes it for his fecret ufe. 7a 

The gay Serena, with unruffled mind, 
the plea(ing Novel,, thus unread, refign'd. 
The Vi(ion on her foul fueh virtue left. 
She only fmil'd at the provoking theft ; 
The teazing incident (be deem'd a jcft, 75 

Nor felt the Zone grow tighter on her bread. 

Now in full charms defcends fhe (inifh'd Fair, 
For now the morning banquet claims her care ; 
Already at the board, with viands piPd, 
Her Sire impatient Hts, and chides his tardy child, S( 
On his imperial lips rude Hunger reigns. 
And keener Politics ulurp his brains ;. 
But when her loverinfpiring voice he hears,. 
When the foffc magic of her finile appears. 
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In that glad moment he at once forgets 8j 

His empty ftomach, and the nation's debts ; 
He bends to Nature's more divine controul. 
And only feels the Father in his foul. 
Quick to his hand behold her now preient 
The Indian liquor of celeftial fcent f 90 

Not with more grace the neftar'd cup is gives 
By rofe-lip'd Hebe to the Lord of Heaven. 
While her fair harxls a frefli libation pour, 
FaQiion's loud thunder (bakes the founding door* 1^ 

The light S e r e n a to the window fprings» 9$ 

On Curiofity's amufive wings : 
Her quick eyes fparkle with furprife, to fee 
The glories of a golden vis-i«vis : 
Its glittering tablet gleam'd with mimic pearl. 
And the rich coronet announced an Earl. lOft 

The good old Knight grew fomewhat proud to hear 
Of this new vifit from the early Peer: 
Serin A recolledb the Vifion*s truth. 
And fluttering, h^pcs it is the promis*d Youth : 
F E N E L o p E from her high chamber peeps ; 10^ 

There her unfiniih'd cbarms (be coyly keeps ;, 
With fage refer ve her modcfty abhorr'd 
To ihew her morning face before a Lord. 

The Peer alights : the well-rang*d vaflals bawl 
His founding title thro' the fpacious hall> i la 

Till in the deep faloon's extremeft bound 
Th* ear-tickling words,*' LordFilligre E^^rcfoundt 
As when great Heftor, fetting war aparty 
AdvancM to parley, with hb (pear athwart. 
The Greeks beheld him with a ftill delight ;. 115 

And filent reverence ftopt the riling fight ;. 
With fuch refpe6t, but unchaftis'd by fear. 
Sir Gilbert and the Nymph firft meet the Peer j 
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^nd, while his morning compliments commence^ 

'^iie (lighted breakfafl (lands in cold fufpence. 1 20 

^utfar unlike to Hector's ruder grace 

Wis modern flat are, and his raodifh face f 

^orlefs he differs from thofe Barons old» 

^^ofe arms are blazonM on his car of gold 1 

W'hofe pr»flrate caftle guarded once the lands, izj 

Where, fpruce in motley pride, his villa flands^ 

^7 Tade eredled, in her trimmed mode, 

der muihroom (Irudurej^ and her quaint abode* 

As the neat Daify to the fun*s broad fk)wer. 
As the French Boudoir to the Gothic Tower, 130 

Such \s the Peer, uiiom Faihian much admires, 
ComparM in perfon ta hrs ancient fires : 
For their broad fhoulder,. and their brawny calf. 
Their coarfe, loud language, and their coarfer laugh. 
His finer form,, more elegantly Aim, i jj 

Difplajs the fafbionable length of limb : 
With for2ign fbrugs his country he regards. 
And her lean tongue with foreign words he lards f 
While Gallic Graces, who corred his flylc. 
Forbid his mirth to pafs beyond a fmile. 140 

As the nice workman in the wooden trade. 
Hides his coarfe ground with finefl woods o*erlaid> 
Thus our young Lord^ with Fafhion*s phrafe PcfinM, 
Fineer'd the mean interior of his mind': 
And hence, in Courtefy*s foft luflrc feen^ 14} 

His fpirit (honei as graceful as his mein.. 
The artlefs Fair„ on Fafliion*s kind report. 
Thought him the mirror of amatchlefs Court : 
Much (he his drefs, his language much obfervcs^ 
Whofe finci ^ceots piov« his &eling nerves^ ija 

Btf 
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feer fancy now the deftinM Lover fpies. 
But her free heart abjures the quick furmife ; 
Yet as he fpoke, at every flattering word 
The V^ifion's promife to her thought recurr'd. 
Far more parental pride contrives to blind 1$$' 

The good Sir Gilbert's more experienc'd oiind. 
Who fondly faw, and at the profpeft fmiPd, 
A future Countefs in his favourite child. 
But what new flutterings fliook Serena's breaft. 
What hopes and fears the modeft Nymph oppreft, i6o* 
When with a fimpering fmile, and foft regard. 
The Peer difplay'd a mirth-ex preffive card, . 
Where the gay Graces, in a fportivc band. 
Shew thc'fweet art of Cipriani'^s hand ; 
Where, in their train, his airy Cupids throng, 165 

And laughing drag a comic ma(k along f 
** We," cries my Lord, with felf-fufficient joy. 
Twirling, with lordly airs, the graceful toy, 
** We, who polTefs true fcience, we, who give 
The world a lefTon in the art to live, 1 70 

We for the Fair a fplendid Ffete defign,. 
And pay our homage thus at Beauty's ihrine." 
He fpoke ; and fpeaking, to the blufliing Maid, 
With modifli eafe, th' inviting card convey'd. 
Where Mirth announced her mafque devoted hour 175 
In characters intwin'd with many a flower : 
The blufliing Maid, with e)es of quick defire, 
View'd it, and felt her little foul on fire ; 
For of all fcenes flie had not yet furvey'd. 
Her heart moft panted for a Mafquerade : 1 80 

But her gay hopes increafmg terrors drown. 
And dread forebodings of her father's frown. 
Ih mute fufpence to read his thought flie tries. 
And ftrongly pleads with her prevailing eyes. 

Her 
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Her eyes, for doubt enchain*d her modeft tongue, 1 85 
While on his fovereign word her pleafure hung. 
With fuch a tender, and perfuafive air 
Of foft endearment, and of anxious care, 
Thetis attending from th' almighty Sire 
His fateful anfwer to her fond defire : 190 

The good old Knight, like the Olympian God, 
Bled the fair Suppliant with his gracious nod i 
Her lively fpirit the kind (ignal took. 
And her glad heart, in every fibre, (hook. 
The party fettled, it imports not how, 195 

The Peer politely made his parting bow : 
The Nymph, with eyes that fparkled joyous fire, 
Kifs'd the round cheek of her complying Sire, 
Then fwiftly flew, and furamonM to her aid 
Th' important council of her favourite maid. a 00 . 

To vent her joy, and, as the moments prefs. 
To fix that firft of points, a Fancy-drefs. 

Qv I CK as the Poet's eyes o'er Nature fly. 
Piercing the deep, or traverfing the fl;y. 
With fuch light (peed her fond ideas glance 205 

O'er play and poem, ftory and romance. 
While all the Chara6lers, ftie e'er has read, 
Flaih on her brain, and fill her bufy head. 

Now in Diana's form flie hopes to meet 
A fond Endymion fighing at her feet ; 2 10 

Now her proud thought terrethial pomp afl'umes. 
And Dian's crefcent yields to Indian plumes ; 
Now, in the habit of the Grecian Ifles, 
She hears fome Ofman fuing for her fmiles. 
And fees his foul that blaze of drefs outfliine, 315 

Whofe wealth impoverilh'd a diamond-mine j 

""' Now 
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Now finipler charms her quick attentton draw. 

The rofe-crownM bonnet, and the hai of draw, 

A Village-maid fhe feems, in neat attire, 

A faithful Shepherd now her fole defire. aao 

Thus, as new figures in her fancy throng, 

** She's every thing by ftarts, and nothing long ;*" 

But, in the (pace of one revolving hour,. 

Flics thro' all ftates of Poverty and Power, 

All forms, on whom her veering mind can pitchy 1^2$ 

Sultana, Gipfey^ Goddefs, Nymph, and Witch. 

At length, her foul with Shakefpear's magic fraught^ 

The wand of Ariel fixt her roving thought | 

Ariel's light graces all her heart poffefs. 

And Jenny's order'd to prepare the dreft, 13% 

It feem& already bought, with fond applaufei 

An azure tilSue, and a fiiver gauze 1 

Too foon, alai ! that garb of heavenly hue 

The ready Mercer flaflies to her view. 

* Ah blind to- Fate { how oft the youthful belle 23 ( 

Feels her g»y hqar( at fight oCtiffiiefwelU 

And thinks th$ fashionable filk muft prove 

Her robe of triumph, and a fpell to Love f 

To thee, fwec( Maid, whofc pleafure-darting eyes 

Joy in this favourite veil,, an hour (ball rife, 240 

When thou (bait hate the filk fo fondly fought. 

And with thy filver-fpotted gaxns^ unbought : 

For bufy Spleen thy trial now prepares i 

Darkly fhe forms her unfufpeded fnares^ 

* Nelci*. mens homioam fati fortifqne futane,. 

£c (ervare modom, rebus fablata fecuodis. 
*^<rttrno tcmpus crit, magno cum opuvcrit cmptuna 
lataaum Pallanta, ct cum fpolia ifta dicmquc 
Odcrit. iEncid. x. v. 501. 8e fc^. 

And, 
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And, keen to raifc her pleafure-killing ftorm, MS 

AlTumes Penelope's congenial form. 

In that prim fliape, which all the Graces (hun. 

See the four Fiend to good Sir Gi lb e r t run I 

Where, deeply pondering the public DAt, 

Silent hetnufes o'er a new Gazette ! ^S^ 

Em'ring, (he view'd, with eyes of envious fpite. 

The card, that fpokc the mafquc-dcvotcd night i 

Eager (he darted on the graceful toy. 

And, fiercely pointing to each naked boy, 

*' Canft thou,*' flip cried, in a difcordant fcream, 255 

That rous*d the Politician from his dream. 

While with her voice the echoing chamber rings, 

'* * Say ! canft thou fuffer thefe flagitious things? 

" Are thefe devices to thy daughter brought, 

*' That wake fuch grofs impurity of chougjht ? 160 

** In vain are all the prudent words I preachj 

** The modeft maxims that I ftrive to teach, 

** By foolifli fondncfs of your fenfe beguil'd, 

** You ftill indulge, and fpoil the flippant child: 

*' For me, wbate*er I fay is deem'd abfurdi a6j 

*' She fcorns my iage advice : — but mark my word, 

*• If to this ball you let the Hoyden run, 

** Your power is ended, and the Girl undone.** 

The patriot Knight, by interruption vext. 
In his political purfuits perplext, £7« 

While he with wrath th' intruding Mifchief ejed^ 
Stern to the falfe Penelofe replied ; 
*' Go ! teazing Prude, ceafe in my ears to vent 
** Thy envious pride, and peevilh difcontent ! 

* 2fy flrars^, H ftfAtffi^v, •fit toA X9^rt^a t^m, &C. 

Iliad 6. V. 872. & feq, 
« Ta 
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** To me of prudence canftthou vaiily boaft ? 275 

** Of all my houfliold, thou haft plagu'd me moft : 

** The joys thoa blameft arc thy dear delight, 

'* By day the Vifit, and the Ball by night s 

** And, tho' too old a Lover to trepan, 

** Thy midnight dream, thy morning thought, is Man. 

** Wert thou lefs clofely to my blood allied, 281 

** Thou fhould'ft, to cure thee of thy canting pride, 

** Be fent to figh alone o'er purling brookp, 

•* Scold village maids, and croak to croaking rooks.'* 

He fpoke indignant : the fly Fiend withdrew, 285 
Nor inly griev'd ; for vyrell her force (he knev7. 
As Indian females, in a jealous hour. 
Of fecret poifon try the fubtleft power. 
Which fure, tho* flow, corrodes th' unconfcious prey, 
And ends its triumph on a diftant day : ago 

Thus the departing Fury left behind 
Her venom, latent in Sir GiLB£aT*8 mind* 
The hidden mifcbief tho* no eye obferves. 
He feels it fretting on his alter'd nerves y 
But the kind- habit of his healthy foul 295 

Still ftruggled hard againft its bafe controul. 
Now Spleen's dark vapours, in his bofom hid. 
Prompt him the promised pleafure to forbid j 
Now Love's fofc pleadings that dire thought deftroy. 
And fave the bloflbm of his daughter's joy, 300 

H%r enrious Aunt now ferves him for a jefl:. 
And gay good-humour reaflumes his breaft* 

\V H I L E Spleen's dark pow'r now (inkstand now revives. 
At length the day* th' important day,, arrives,. 

Which 
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Which in his bread muft end the clofc debate, 305 

And 6x the colour of Serena's fate. 

Now comes the hour, when the convivial Knight 
Waits to begin the dinner's chearful rite : 
His fond heart ever, with a Father's pride, 
Joys to behold his darling at his fide i 310 

But mod the abfence of her fmile he feels 
In the gay feafon of his focial meals : 
Hence, while for her the rich repail attends. 
His hafty fummons to the Nymph he fends : 
The happy Nymph fuperior cares induce 3 1 5 

To ri(k his anger by a ralh excufe : 
She craves his pardon ; but, for time diftrcft. 
She ftill is bufy on her magic veft ; 
To range her diamonds in a fparkling zone. 
She begs to fnatch her Ibanty meal alone. 320 

The Knight in fullen ftate begins to dine : 
Spleen, like a Harpy, flutters o'er his wine : 
Invifible (he poifons every dilb. 
Tinging with gall his mutton, fowl, and filb. 
The more he eats, the more perverfe he grows ; 325 
For as his hunger funk, his choler rofe. 
The cloth reraov'd, he cries, with vapours fie k. 
The Pears are mellow, and the Port is thick ; 
Tho' nicer fruit Pomona never knew. 
And his rich wine furpafs'd the ruby's hue ! 330 

A Thousand times his dizzy brain revolves 
A ftern command : now doubts, and now refolves 
To bid the Nymph defcend, and, difarray'd. 
Quit her dear objeft of the Mafquerade : 

As 
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As oft kind Nature to his heart recurrM, 33$ 

And Love parental ftopcthe cruel word. 

Me AN timey unconfcious of the brooding ftorm. 
The Nyroph exults in her improving form : 
Gay is her fmile, as thofe the Queen of Love 
Darts on the Graces in her court above^ ^ 

While they contrive, with love-infpiring cares. 
New modes of beauty for the robe (he wears. 
At length, each duty of the toilet paft. 
The glance of triumph on the mirror c^f^ 
Now the light wand out fini(h'd Ariel arms ; 345 

Glad Jenny glories in her Lady's charms ( 
And gives full utterance, as (be fmooths henreft. 
To the fweet bodings of SanEmw^s breaft. 



150 

I 



01 L V E L V bias of the Female foul ! 
Which trembling points to Pleafure's diftant pole ; 35° 
Which v^'ith fond truft on flattering Hope relies, 
Cetleaps each peril, that in profpe^t lies. 
And, fpringing to the goal, anticipates the prize ! 
Such was Se KENAN'S fear-difcarding (late } 
Her eye beheld not the dark frowns of Fate : 355 

-She only faw, the combat all forgot. 
The triumph promisM as her glorious lot. 

Now eager to difplay her light attire. 
The fprightly Damfel fecb her fuUen Sire t 
His gloomy brow with fportive air (he kifl ! i ^q 
Ah ! how could Spleen that magic lip refift ? 
That voice, whofe melting mufic might a(rua2e 
The fcorpion Anger'^s felf- tormenting rage ? 
For ne'er did Nature to a Sire's embrace 
Prefent a filial form of fofter grace 5 «6c 

Or 
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Or Fancy view a (hape of lovelier kind 

In the bright mirror of her Shakefpeare^s mind. 

The fulky Fiend, in fpite of all her art. 
Had now been banifh^d from the Father^s heart. 
But that, refolv^d her utmoft force to try, 370 ' 

She fummonM to her aid her old ally. 
The fiery Demon, temper- troubling Gout, 
Who finb the lively, and appals the ftout: 
Who now, aflifting Spleen's malignant aim. 
Shoots in quick throbbings thro* Sir Gi lbert's frame. 
Thus forely pefter'd by a double foe, 376 

-Galling his giddy brain, and burning toe. 
The tefty Knight, with ftern and fullen air. 
Denounced his humour to tJie fhuddVing Fair : 
"** Go change your drefs ! give up this vain delight I 380 
"** I will not hear of Mafquerades to-night : 
'** Your Chaperone's inform'd, (he need not wait, 
*•* So change your drefs ! and fit with me fedate." 

As the proud dame, whofe avaricious glee 
Built golden cadles in the rich South Sea, 385 

Gaz'd on her Broker, when he told her fi'rft 
Her wealth was vanifti'd, and the bubble burft : 
So gaz'd the Nymph, hearing her Sire deftroy 
Her airy palace of ideal joy>. 

Firft her fond thoughts to flattering doubt incline, 390 
And deem the harlh command no fixM defign. 
But the quick fully of a peevifli word. 
That Love revokes, the moment it is heard : 
Or haply mirth, in mimic wrath expreil> 
A feign 'd forbiddance utter'd but in jeft : 395 

To this ihort hope her finking fpirit clung. 
To fee his foftning eyes icfutc his tongue. 

Ah 
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Ah fruitlefs hope ! for there ftie cannot find 

The well-known (ignals of the friendly mind. 

Stern Contradidlion, with the frown of Fate, 400 

On his dark vifage reign'd in fallen ftate ; 

Felt in each feature, in each accent Ihewn, 

LowerM in his look, and thunderM in his tone. 

Hence the warm bofom of the lively Fair 

Now (hi vers with the chill of blank defpair : 405 

Now Difappointment*s thick'ning fhadows roll 

A cloud of horror o'er the darken'd foul 1 

And Fancy, in a fick delirium toft. 

Gives double value to each pleafure loft. 

The blafted joys, (he labours to forget, 410 

Rufh on her mind, and waken keen regret : 

Her cheek turns pale — the tear prepares to ftart. 

And palpitation heaves her fwelling heart. 

But here, Sophrosyne! thy guardian aid 

Saves from her potent foe the finking Maid. 41 ^ 

Her bofom, into ftrong emotions thrown. 

Now feels the preffure of thy friendly Zone. 

Swift thy kind cautions to her foul recur. 

More quick to cancel faults, than prone to err. 

As the rough fwell of the infurgent tides 420 

By the mild impulfe of the Moon fubfides : 

So, by her myftic Monitor repreft. 

The flood of paffion leaves her lighten'd breaft. 

From her clear brain each cloudy vapour flies. 

And Joy V bright ray rekindles in her eyes. 425 

Reviving Gaiety full luftre fpread 

O'er all her features, and with fmiles flje faid : 

** Let others drive to pleafure's diftant dome I 

** Be mine the dearer joy to pleafe at home !" 

Scarce had (he fpoke, when (he with fportive eafe 430 

Preft her Piano-forte's fav'rite keys. 

O'er 
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Cer fofteft notes her rapid fingers ran. 
Sweet prelude to the Air fhe thus began ! 

So?hilostne! thou Guard unleen ! 

Whofc ddicate controul 435 

Can turn the difcord of Chagrin 

To Harmony of Soul ? 
Above the lyre, the lute above. 

Be mine thy melting tone. 
Which makes the peace of all we love 446 

The bafis of our own ! 

"So fungthe Nymph, not uriinfpir'd : the Sprite 
InvokM fo fondly in the myftic rite. 
With richeft mulic fweli'd her warbling throat. 
And gave new fweetnefs to her fweeteft note. 445 

As when the feraph Uriel firft begun 
'His carol to the new*- created Sun, 
The facred echo fhook the vaft profound. 
And Chaos perifli'd at the potent found : 
So, at the magic of Serena's itrsAn, 450 

S|]^een vanifli'd from her Sire's chaotic brainy 
Whofe fibres, lightenM of that load, rejoice. 
In the dear accents of her dulcet voice. 
Much he inclines his mandate to recall. 
And fend the Fair one to the promised Ball ; 455 

But ftubborn Pride forbids him to revoke 
The folemn fentcnce which IlUhumour fpoke. 
Still confcious of her power, the Nymph prolongs 
The foft enchantment of her foothing fongs ; 
Which his fond mind in firm attention keep, 460 

To his fixt hour of fuppcr and of fleep : 
This now arriv'd, the Knight retiring, (bed 
A double blefllng on his darling's head j 

Vol. L N And 
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And with unufual exultation preft 

His lovely child to his parental breaft. 465 

Thus while to reft the happy Sire withdrew. 
The Nymph more happy, to her chamber flew ; 
And, Jenny now difmifsM, the grateful Fair 
Breathes to her guardian Sprite this tender prayer : 
** Thou kind Preferver ! whofe attentive zeal 470 

** Gives me in this contented hour to feel 
•^ That deareft pleafure of a foul refin'd, 
•' The triumph of the felf-correded mind ; 
** If happy in the ftrength thy fmilcs impart, 
*' I own thy favour in no thanklefs heart, 475 

*• Still let me view thy form, fo juftly dear f 
'* Still in kind Vifions to thefe eyes appear ! 
«* Thy friendly didtates teach me to fulfil ! 
•* And let thy aid avert each future ill !'* 

While fond devotion taught her thus to fpeak, 480 
The foft Down finks beneath her lovely cheeky 
And fettling on her lips, that fweetly clofe. 
Silence, enamour^, lulls her to repofe. 



KMD OF THE SECOND CANTO. 
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CANTO III. 



jL E kind Tranfporters of the excurfive foul ! 
Ye Vifions ! that, when Night enwraps the Pole, 
The lively wanderer to new worlds convey, 
Efcaping from her heavy houfe of clay. 
How could the gentle fpirit, foe to ftrife, $ 

Bear without you this coil of waking life ? 
Its grief-embitter'd cares, its joylefs mirth. 
And all the flat realities of earth ? 
'Tis yoU) fweet Phantpms, who new powers infptre. 
Who give to Beauty chiwns, to Fancy fire, lO 

When, foaring like the eagle's kindred frame. 
The Poet dreams of everlafting Fame ; 
Or, tickled by the feather of the dove. 
The fofter Virgin dreams of endlefs Love. 
There was a time, when Fortune's bright decrees 15 
Were feen to realize fuch dreams as thefe : 
Now dangerous vifions the fond mind decoy 
Vainly to hope for unexifting joy. 
While Belles and Bards with mournful fighs exclalnty 
Mortality has fciz'd both Love and Fam^, 20 

' N z Aa 
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Ah fair Serena, might the boaft be ours 
To clear from fuch a charge thefe heavenly Powers .' 
Bleft ! might thy Bard deferve in Fame to fee 
A guard as faithful, as Love proves to tbee i 
Bleft! if that airy Being gild his life, 2^ 

Who fav'd thee trembling on the brink of ftrife. 
And now, kind prompter of thy nightly dream, 
Fiird thy rapt fpirit with her facred beam] 
For foon as Slumber fel thy ibul at large. 
Thy Guardian Power r^vifited her charge 4 30 

And, lightly hovering o'er th* illuminM bed. 
Thus with fond fniiles of approbation faid : 
** Well haft thou paft, fweet Maid, one trying fcene, 
•' One -fiery ordeal of the tyrant Spleen : 
** Thus, n>y Serena, may thy force fuftain jj 

^* Each harder trial, that may yet remain ! 
^* Againft the Fiend to fortify thy foul, 
** By ufcful knowledge of her dark controul, 
** I come to (hew thee, what no mortal eye, 
*' Save thine, was e'er permitted to defcry ; ^ 

" The realms, where Spleen's infernal agents goad 
*' The ghoftly tenants crfher drear abode. 
'* Now furaroon all thy ftrength ! throw fear afidc, 
** And firmly truft in thy setherial Guide f" 

Sh e fpoke : and thro' the Night's furrounding fhade 45 
The obedient Nymph, not unappall'd convey'd ; 
Thro' long, long trafts of darknefs, on they paft 
With fpeed that ftruck the trembling Maid aghaft. 
Till now, recovering by degrees, ihe found 
Her foft foot prefs upon the Iblid ground. ^9 

Encourag'd by her Guide, at length (he tries 
To fcarch the gloomy fcene, with anxious eyes. 

^'Thro' 
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* *' Thro' me ye pjifs to Spleen's terrific dome: 
Thro' me, to Diiconterit's eternal home: 
Thro' me, to thole, v ho fadden'ii human life, 55 

B V fallen humour, or vexatious (Irife ; 
And here, thro' fcenes of cndlefs vapours hurl'd. 
Are punifh'd in the forms, they plajued the world ; 
Juuly they f;;el no joy, w.'io none beil;ow. 
All ye who en5er, every hope fcrego I" 60 

O'er an arch'd cAvern, rough with horrid (lone. 
On which a feeljle li^ht, by flaOies, ihone, 
Thefe charaders, that chillM her foul with dread> 
Serena, fixt in Hlent wonder, read. 
As ihe be^an to fpeak, her voice was drown'd 65 

By the ihrill echo of far ether found : 
Forth from the portal lamentable cries 
Of wailing lafantSx without number^ rife^ 
Corapaflion to this poor and piteous flock 
Led the foft Maid ftill nearer to the rock. 70 

The pining band within (he now efpied. 
And, touch'd with tender indignation, cried, 
•* How could thtfe little forms, of life fo brief, 
** Deferve this dire abode of laHing grief?" 
'* — V/ell may thy gentle heart be fore concern'd 75 
** At fight fo moving," the mild Sprite return'^d : 
** Thou (ecii in thofe, v/hofe wailings wound thy cars, 
** The puny progeny of modern Peers : 

* Per rac fi vt nclla citta dolente, 
Per mc (i va nelP eterno dolorc, 
Per mc fi va tra la perdu ta gcnle, 

Lafciatcogai fperanza, voi ch* iotrate. 
Qucftc parole di colore ofcuro 
Vid* to Icritte al fomixio d'uoa porta. 

Davti, Inferno. 3. 
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" Their Sires, by Avarice or Ambition led, 

** Aliens to Love, approachM tbe nuptial bed ; 8© < 

'* With proud indifference, and with cold diilafte, 

** Their homely brides reludtantly embraced, 

•* And by fuch union gave difaftrous birth 

** To thcfe poor pale incumbrances of earth, 

*' Who, bred in Vanity, with Pride their dower, 85 

** Where Spleen*8 fure vidlims from their natal liour, 

** And in their fplendid cradles pul'd and pin'd, 

** Till Fate their ill-fpun thread of life untwinM, 

** And to this veftibule convey'd their ghofts, 

•* To form the van-guard of th' infernal kofts. 90 

•* But let nor Pity *8 ineffcdtual charm 

" Impede thy progrefs, or thy ftrength difarro f 

'* Follow and fear not ! guarded by my care, 

" From all the phantomsj that around thee glare/* 

She fpofccj and entered, ere the Nymph replied, 9$ 
A pafsj that openM in the cavern's fide. 
Low, dark, and rocky — with her body bent, 
Serena foIlowM down the dire defcent. 
A fudden light foon (Iruck her dazzled view j 
But 'twas a light of fuch infernal hue, 100 

As double horror to the darknefs gave. 
With dread refledtion from a dufky wave. 
Round a black water tatterM fpeClres ftand. 
With each a tiny taper in its hand ; 
Fierce Mendicants ! who ftrive fome alms to win 105 
From the fdir Wanderer, with inceflant din. 
The Guardian Spirit faw Serena grieve. 
To hear of wants Ihe knew not to relieve } 
And to the generous Nymph in pity cries : 
** The Gulph of Indolence before us lies, 1 10 

^* O'er whofe dull flood, to which no bank is feen, 
*' A bo^t niuft wift thee to vb.^ doiw^ oC^^U^n, 
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^^ vliefe pallid figures, that around thee prefs, 
^^ And haunt thee with importunate difhefs, 
^ On earth were Beggars of each different clafs, 115 
Tho' blended here in one promifcuous mafs. 
The Poor, who fpurn'd kind Induftry's controul, 
* The Rich, who begg'd from penury of foul : 
*' Both by their abjedt pride alike debas'd 
** BlafphemM that nature, which they both difgrac'd, 
*' And, hither by the fullen Fiend convey 'd 121 

" Here ftill th^y ply their ineffedlual trade ; 
" In chafe of each new paflenger they run, 
** Condemn'd to beg from all, jto gain by none. 
" But from thefe wretches turn thy fruitlefs care f 125 
*' Behold the gulph before thee, and beware f 
*' Nor touch the ftream, which mortal fenfe o^ercomes^ 
** And by its baleful charm the foul benumbs !'• 
** — Can mortal pafs ?" the (buddVing Nymph replied^ 
*' Thu tulkn, ihw, muiavjgabk tide, 130 

•' In ynhok bhck current this enormous mound 
** Of fhapelefs ftone appears, this horrid bound, 
•* That feems an everlafting guard to keep 
** O'er the dull waters, that beneath it creep ?'* 

Wh I LE yet flie fpoke, with a refounding (hock, 1 35 
Forth from the arch of the impending rock. 
Which o'er the murmuring eddy hung fo low. 
The lazy river fcarce had room to flow. 
Of rude confbudion, and in rougheft plight, 
A boat now iflued to Serena's fight ; 140 

An empty boat, that flowly to the ifaore 
Advanc'd, without the aid of fail or oar 1 
Self-raov'd it feem'd, but foon the Nympb bebeld 
A grizly figure, who the ftern impell'd. 
Wading behind, the horrid Form appear'd ; 
Above the water his flrong arm he rear'd 
And crofs the creeping flood the crazy velTel fteer'< 

N 4 "^^^ 
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The heavenly Sprite obferved her trembling Ward, 
Whofe growling fears the hideous pafs abhorrM, 
And cheering thus (he fpake : " This Spedrc boafb 15 
•* The chief dominion of thefe dreary coafts : 
" To him, thy Pilot, without dread confign, 
** And place thy body in his bark fupine ; 
** So thro* this arching rock thoult pafs alone, 
" Safe from the perils of th* incumbent ftone : 15 J 
** Embark undaunted \ — on the farther fide 
*' Thou'lt furely find me thy unfailing Guide. 
'< Nor let this Pilot raife thy groundlefs dread, 
** This fallen Charon of the froward dead, 
** A Phantom, never bleft with human life> . 16^ 

** Tho^ oft on earth his noxioua power is rife % 
** And in that region, ne'er from error free, 
'^ The words he dilates are aflig.iM to me. 
«* Obferve this Fiend,, that Nature fcorn*d to frame, 
** Offspring of Pride, and Apathy his name f 165 

<* Paffions he ne'er can feel, and ne'er impart, 
** A mifcreated Imp, without a heart* 
*' In place of which, his fubtle parent pinn'd 
** A bladder, fiird with circulating wind, 
" Which feems with mimic life the mafs to warm^ 170 
" And gives falfe vigour to his bloated form. 
** But place thee in the boat^ his arn>s direft, 
** My love (ball watdi thee, and my power prote(£l»" 

So fpake the friendly Sprite ; th' obedient Maid 
Her form along the narrow velfel laid : 17 j 

But oh ? what terrors fiiake her tender foul. 
As from the (bore the bark begins to roll ; 
And, fcver'd from her Friend, her eyes difcem 
The (leering Speftre wading at the ftern ! 
Far (b-onger fears her refolution melt, 180 

Than thofe, which erft the Bard of Forence felt. 
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\, ^^n> by the honourM (bade of ^'i^g!I led 
^^^To* all the dreary circles of the dead, 
•^ ell's fierceft Demons threatened to divide 
The living Poet from his (badowy Guide ; 185 

And bade him, friendlefs, and alone, return 
Tiro' the dire horrors of the dark fojourn. 
Not long the lovely Fair one's terrors laft » 
for fafely thro' th' impending rock (he pad : 
^nd How advancing to the gloomy flrand^ 190 

The fullen Pilot brings her fafe to land. 
There, fondly hovering on her guardian plumes. 
The heavenly Monitor her charge refumes ; 
And fmiling, leads along the rocky road, 
Whofe windings open into Spleen's abode, 19$ 

Thou Qiieen of Shades ! whofe fpirit- damping fp«ell 
Too cU isfc^^n the Poet's pride to quell. 
When the (barp workings of unrelilb'd wit 
Plunge thy pale vidira in a bilious fit ; 
May I, unpunilb'd by thy fubtle power, aoo 

Dare to difplay thy fubterranean bower, 
And to this wond'ricg upper world explain 
The Ciadowy horrors ofchy ftcrct reign? 

Entering beneath a wide fantaftic arch. 
Round the drear circuit of the dome they march ; 3©$ 
Which a pale flaCb from many a fiery Sprite 
Frequent illumes with intermitting light ; 
Such, as on earth, to Su perdition's eye. 
Denounces ruin from the northern fky 
While Ihe difcerns, amid the nightly glare, 210 

Armies embattled in the blazing air. 

A R o u N D the Nymph unnumber'd phantoms glide j 
Here fwejl the bloated race of bulky Pride : 

N s la 
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In clofe and horrid union, there appear 
The wilder progeny of frantic Fear; 21 j 

Mif-ihapen roonilers ! whofe ftupendous frame * 
Abhorrent Nature has refused to name. 
Here, in Cameleon colours, lightly flit 
The motley offspring of diforderM Wit. 
All things prodigious the wide cave contained, i;o 
And forms, beyond what Fable ever feign'd : 
But, as the worm, that on the dewy green 
Springs half to view, and half remains unfeen. 
Perceiving near its cell a human tread. 
Slinks back to earth, and hides its timid head : 225 
So, where the heavenly Spirit deign'd to lead. 
The ftartled fpedtres from her ftep recede ; 
And, as abafli'd they from her eye retire. 
Sink into mid:, or melt in fluid fire. 

High on ah ebqn throne, fuperbly wrought 230 
With each fierce figure of fantaftic thought. 
In a deep cove, where no bright beam intrudes. 
O'er her black fchemes the fullen Emprefs broods. 
The Shriek-Owrs mingled with the Raven's plume 
S led o'er her furrow'd brows an aweful gloom ; 23J 
A garb, that glares with flripes of lurid flame ; 
Wraps in terrific pomp her haggard frame ; 
Round her a Serpent, as her zone, is roll'd. 
Which writhing, flings itfelf in every fold. 

Near her pavilion, in barbaric (late, 240 

Four Mutes the mandates of their Queen await. 
From fickly Fancy bred, by fuIIen Sloth, 
Both parents' curfe, yet pamper'd fiill by both, 
Firft (lands Difeafe \ an hag of magic power. 
Varying her frightful vifage eyery hour, 245 

Her horrors heightening, as thofe changes \^% 
And each new foiKi mQi«"Vi^^^>xs» xWxvx\3kR ^aft. 
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.6Uon next, a (hapelefs Fiend, appears, 
fe (briveird hand a mifty mirror rears ; 
*d by malignant Art, th' infernal toy 250 

ts the lovely mien of fmiling Joy, 
rofeate Beauty of attradtive Grace, 
jives a ftepdame's frown to Nature's face, 
third in place, but with a fiercer air, 
le true Gorgon Difappointment glare I z$$ 

hofe petrific power Delight's overthrown i 
Hope's warm heart becomes an icy (lone, 
in a gorgeous robe, that, ill beftow'd, 
her mean body by its cumbrous load^ 
s fretful Difcontent, of Fiends the worfl:, 260 

ignity debas'd, by bleiTings curft, 
poifons Pleafure with the foureft leaven, 
makes a Hell of Love's extatic Heaven. 

IE Guide celeftial, near this ghaftly group, 

iv'd her tender Charge with terror droop : 265 

ir not, fwect Maid," Ihe cries, ** my fteps purfue ! 

•r gaze too long on this infernal crew ! 

irn from Detradlion's fafcinating glaf? ! 

(ilence crofs the throne I obferve, and pafs ! 

yond this dome, the palace of the Queen, 270 

r empire winds thro' many a dreary fcene, 

here (he torments, as their deferts require, 

r various vi6lims, that on earth expire 5 

ch clafs apart : for in a different cell 

le Fierce, the Fretful, and the Sullen dwell : 275 

lefe Aalt thou (lightly view, in vapours hurl'd, 

d fwiftly then regain thy native world, 

t firft remark, within that ample nich, 

ith every quaint device of fplendor rich, , 

n Phantom, who, from vulgar eyes withdrawn, 280 

pears to ftretch in one eternal yawn ; 
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*' Of empire here he holds the tottering hclm^ 

'* Prime Miotfter in Spleen's difcordant realm, 

*' The pillar of her fpreading ftate^ and more, 

** Fler darling ofispring, whom on earth (he bore ; 285 

** For, as on earth his wayward mother ftray'd, 

** Grandeur, with eyes of fire, her form furveyM, 

'* And with ftrong paifion ftarting from his throne, 

•* Unloos'd the fullen Queen's reludant zone. 

** From his embrace, conceiv'd in moody joy, 29^ 

*' Rofe the round image cf a bloated boy : 

«* His nuife was Indolence ^ his tutor Pomp,. 

** Who kept the child from every childifli romp ; 

•' They rear'd their nurfling to the bulk you fee, 

** And his proud parents call'd their imp Ennui. 29^ 

** This realm he rules, and in fuperb attire 

'* Vifits each earthly palace of his Sire : 

** A thoufand fliapes he wears, now pert, now prim, 

** Purfues each grave conceit, or idle whim ^ 

«♦ In arms, in arts, in government engages, 30^ 

** With Monarchs, Poets, Politicians, Sages ; 

** But drops each work, the moment it's begun, 

** And, trying all things, can accomplifli none : 

*' Yet o'er each rank, and age, and fex, his fway 

** Spreads undifcern'd, and nukes the world his prey. 

** The light Coquet, amid Flirtation, fighs, 306 

'* To find him lurk in Pleafure's vain difguife j 

•* And the grave Nun difcovers, in her cell, 

*' That holy water but augments his fpell. 

'* As the ftrange moniler of the ferpent breed, 3 10 

*' That haunts, as travellers tell, the marCby mead, 

** Devours each nobler bead, tho' firmJy grown 

** To fize and ftrength fuperior to his own ; — 

** For on the grazing Horfe, or larger Bull, 

*^ Subtly he fprings, of dark falivafull, 315 

•* With fwiftly-darting tongue his prey anoints 

'^ With venom, poterA to dliTclve its pints. 
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** And, while its bulk in liquid poifon fwims, 
** Swallows its melting bone, and fluid limbs :— 
** So this Ennui, this wonder- wor Icing Elf, 320 

*• Can vanquiftj powers far mightier than himfelf : 
•* Nor Wit, nor Science foar his reach above, 
** And oft he feizes on faccelsful Love, 
" Of all the radiant hoil who lend their aid 
" To light mankind thro' life's bewildering (hade, 325 
** Bright Charity alone, with cloudlefs ray, 
" May boaft exemption from his baleful fway : 
" Hafte then, fweet Nymph, nor let us longer roam 
" Round the drear circle of this dangerous dome ! 
** Left e'en thy Guide, entangled in his fpell, 330 
** Should fail to guard thee from a Fiend fo fell !" 

So fpeaking, the kind Spirit's anxious care 
Led from the pilace the attentive Fair, 
And, winding thro' a paffage dirk and rude. 
Thus the mild Monitor her fpeech renew'd : 335 

** 'Gainft Fear and Pity now thy bofom fteel, 
'* For fights more horrible I now reveal I 
** Spleen's tortur'd vi^ims view with dauntlefs eyes ; 
** For lo ? her penal realms before thee rile !" 
The Nymph advancing faw, with mute amaze, 34® 
A difmal, deep, enormous dungeon blaze. 
Stones of red fire the hideous wall compos'd ; 
And maffive gates the horrid confine clos'd. 
Th' infernal Portrefs of this doleful dome. 
With fiery lips, that fwell'd with poifojious foam, 345 
Pale Difcord, rag'd ; with whofe tormenting tongue. 
Thro' all its caves th' extenfive region rung : 
A living Vulture was the Fury's creft \ 
And in her hand a Rattlefnake (be preft, 
Whofe angry joints incclTantly were heard 350 

To found defiance to the fcreaming Bird. 

•' Tkr 
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*' Th B boundlefs depth of this dire prifon holds 
** The untamM fpirits of imperious Scolds : 
*' Nor think that Females only fill the cave f 
** Male Termagants have livM, and here they rave. 3JJ 
•* All of each fex are pent within this pale, 
•' Who knew no ufe of language, but to rail.*' 
Thus to her Charge exclaira'd the heavenly Guide, 
And, as (be fpoke, the portals openM wide. 
And to th* obfervance of the Ihuddering Maid, 360 

Th* immeafurable den was all difplay'd. 
But oh ! what various noifes from within 
Fill the vext air with one (lupendous din ; 
Mourning*s deep groan, and Anger's furious call. 
Terror's loud cry, and Affedtation's Iquall, 36 J 

The fob of Patfion, the Fiyfteric fcream, 
Andihrieks of Frenzy, in its fierce extreme! 
In this wild uproar every found's combin'd. 
That ftuns the fenfes, anddiftrafts the mind, 
** Mark," (tothe Nymph Soph rosyne began) 370 
** The fierce Xantippe flaming in the van, 
** The vafe, (he emptied on the Sage's head, 
'* Hangs o'er her own, a different fhower to flied j 
*^ For, drop by drop, diftilling liquid fire, 
*• It fills the Vixen with new tropes of ire. 375 

** Beyond the Grecian dame extend your view, 
'* And mark the fpeftre of a modern Shrew ! 
** She, who whene'er fbe din'd, with furious look, 
*^ Spurn'd her nice food, and bellow'd at her cook, 
*' Here juflly feels a culinary rack, ^ 380 

'* Bound, like Ixion, to a whirling jack. 

" But lo the Tityus of this realm ! whofe hulk 
^' Is ftretch'd fupine, and whofe enormous bulk 

" To 
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'* To fuch extent in this wide fcene is fpread, 
" Nine acres feem too narrow for his bed ! 385 

** This form was once (but many years are paft, 
** Since in his Civic furs he breath'd his laft) 
" Lord Mayor of London ; his whole life one treat, 
" And all his bufinefs but to rail and eat. 
" The circling group of Fifli, and Fowl, and Beafls, 390 
" Once crown'd his tables and compos'd his feafts ; 
" For all the creatures (mark this ftrange event !) 
I* Which he devour'd with grouling difcontent, 
** O'er him their reunited limbs difplay, 1 

" ThegrumblingGJuiton'sfleflithey rend away, 395 > 
•* And find his fwelling form a never-failing prey, I 

•* See ! where nine Bucks have gor'd his monftrous haunch, 

•* See! fifty Turkies gobble on his paunch* f 

*' O'er his broad fide twelve creeping Turtles fpread, 

** And Fowls unnumberM flutter round his head." 400 

Serena gaz'd, but foon (he turnM away. 

Sick with difgud, and ihuddering with difmay. 

** To fcenes lefs hideous let us now repair !'* , 

(Said the kind Guard of the dejected Fair) 

And, cheering her faint Charge, her ftep ihe led 405 

To the near dwelling of the fretful dead. 

Of dufky adamant the dungeon rofe 5 
A dingy mirror its dark fides compofe, 
Refledting, with a thoufand quaint grimaces. 
The pale inhabitants' diftorted fdces. 410 

** Here, like a Dame of Quality array'd, 
** Sits Peevilbnefs, prefiding o'er the (bade, 
'* And frowning at her own uncomely mein, 
** Whofe coarfe refledtion on the wall is feen. 
'* A fnarling Lap-dog her right-hand reftrains, 415 
y Her lap an infant Porcupine contains, 

V WhicK^ 



'* \^'hich, while her fondnefi tries its wrath to fiill, 

" Wounds her each moment with a poin ed quill. 

*' The forward Spirits here in durance fret, 

** Whole teily lite wis one continued pet ; 420 

** Here they in trifles that vexation find, • T 

** Which teaz'd on earth their irritated mind. 1 ' T 

•* Obferve the Phantom, who with eyes afkance 

** Still to the mirror turns her eager glance ! 

** While on her cheek, at every anxious tarn, 425 

♦* Bluflies of new mortifi.ation burn. ^ 1 

*' Beauty for lading blifs had form'd the Maid ; *" P 

** Love to her charms his fdi:hful homage paid 5 ** S 

" But, all tliis fweliing tide of joy to check, 1 " I 

** A fatal Freckle rifes on her neck: 430 1 h 

" Her fcfc cofmetics the vext Nymph applies, 7»'i 

** Succefs attends her, and the Freckle dies: 3hi 

" Bit ah ! this \idtory avaih her not ; T^ 

** She finds an Hydra in the leazing fpot : A; 

** Faft as one flies, another ftill fucceeds, 4^5 , K 

" And with eternal lood her fretful humour feeds. | V 

•* Near to the Nymph, in a more moody fit, I F 

'* See the pale Phantom of a peevifh Wit ! 
** Mark with what frowns his eager eyes perufe, . 1 

** Wet from the prefs, three Critical Reviews ! 440 
'* With wounded Vanity's diftraQiag rage 
** How rapidly he runs thro' every page ! 
** He finds feme honours lavilli'd on his Verfe, I 

** And Joy's faint gleams his gloomy fpirit pierce. 1 

** But oh ! too foon thefe feeble fparks decay i 445 . 1 

*^ And keen Vexation reaflliraes her prey. 1 

** Hating, re proof, in every fibre fore, ' 

^ One ceafur'd particle torments him more, 

*«Morc \ 
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" More than si hundred happier lines deli ^ht, 

** Which liberal favour condefcends to cite. 450 

*' But time will fail us, if we paule to view 
** The various torments of the telly crew ; 
" Th€fe wretched chymifts, whofe o'erhated brain 
" Extrads from nothing a fubftantial pain. 
** Yet, ere to different diftridts we advance, 435 

** Take of one fretful tribe a tranfient glance 1 
" Their unfufpefled punilhments fupply 
** A lefTon, ufetul to the Female eye. 
** Spleen's livelieft agent here beguiles the gay, 
** Fair to attraa, and flattering to betray." ^ 46# 
As thus the kind aetherial Guardian fpoke. 
Within a rock, whence plaintive murmurs broke. 
She touchM a fecret fpring, whofe power was fuch^ 
Two jarrt'ng doors unfolded at the touch, 
And, with the charms of regal fpfendor bright, 465 
A chearful banquet fparkles to the fight. 
Viands fo light, fo elegantly grac'd. 
Might tempt e'en Temperance herfelf to tafle ^ 
For Fruit,, alone composed th'inticing treat. 
Fair to the eye, and to the palate fweet* 470 

In luch bright juice tlie Feach and Cherry fwim. 
As makes the Topaz. and the Ruby dim. 
Here crown'd with every flower, and gaily dreft 
In all the glitter of a Gallic veft, 
Whofe ample folds her loathfome body fcreen'd, 475 
A child of Luxury reigns, a fubtle Fiend ! 
Who, v/ith a grace that every heart allures. 
Smiles on the luflre of her rich liqueurs ; 
Her fatal fmiles their utmoft power exert 
To poitbn Beauty at her dire dclFcrt j A^o 

To 
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To blaft the rofe that Health^ bright cheek adorns. 

And fill each feUiye heart with latent thorns : 

For the fly Fiend, of every art poiTeft, 

Steals on th' afFedion of her Female gueft ; 

And, by her fofc addrefs feducing each, 4^S 

Eager ihe plies them with a Brandy Peach : 

They with keen lip the lufclous fruit devour ; 

But fwiftly feel its peace-deftroying power. 

Quick thro* each vein new tides of frenzy roll : ^^^ 

All evil paffions kindle in the foul, 49^ 

Drive from each feature every chearful grace. 

And glare ferocious in the fallow face ( 

The wo«ided nerves in furious conflict tear, ^^ 

Then fink, in blank dcjedion and defpair. ^-^ 

Effeds more dire, thus tempting to deceive, 49$ ^^ 

The Apple wrought not in the foul of Eve i ^** 

Howc'cr difguis*d, in Jelly or in Jam, jT^ 

Spleen has no poifon furer thaa a Dram» yJ^ 

** Bo T hafte we now,'* (the heavenly Leader crlet) |Hx 

•* To where this penal world's laft wonder lies !*' 50* '--^ 

She fpoke ; and led the Nymph thro* deeper dells, ^ 

Low murmcring vaults, and horror-breathing cells. Tl 

And now they pafs a perforated cage O 

Where rancorous Spedres without number rage. ^ 

** Avert thine eye !" (ihe heavenly fpirit faid) 505 Fi 

** Nor view thefe abjeft tribes of envious dead ! \ ^ 

** Who pin'd to hear the voice of Truth proclaim 1 ^ 

** A Sifter's beauty, or a Brother's fame ! | ^ 

<* Tho' crown'd with all Profperity imparts, ' ^ 

** High in their various ranks, and feveral arts ; jio M 
** Yet, meanly funk by Envy's bafe controul, 
f* They died in that confumption of the foul; 

" An* 
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** And here, thro* bars that twifted Adders make, 

•* And the long volumes of th* envenom'd Snake, 

** O'er this dark road they dart an anxious eye, S i S 

*' Still envying every Fiend that flutters by. 

•* Pafs f and regard them not.!"— Th' attentive Ma«i 

In nient tremor the beheft obeyM. 

This dungeon croft, her weary feet Ibe drags 
Thro' winding caverns, and o'er icy crag? : S*^ 

Soul-chilling damps in the dark pafTage reign. 
Which ifTues on a vaft and dreary plain, 
FannM by no breezes, with no verdure crowu'd i 
The black horizon is its only bound. 
And now advancing, in a drizzly mift, $3$ 

Thro* fullen Phantoms, hating to exift, 
Sbrena fpies, high o^erhis fubje^s placed 
The ghaftly Tyrant of the gloomy wafte. 
Murmuring he fits upon a rocking ftone, 
Th'unftablebafeofhis ill-founded throne J SJO 

Hideous his face, and horrible his frame, 
Miianthropy the grifly Monfter's name I 
Him to fierce Pride, with raging pailion fore. 
The frowning Gorgon, Difappointment, bore i 
On earth detefted, and by heaven abhorr'd, 535 

Of this drear wild he reins the moody lord. 
Few are the fubjedts of his wafte d:imain. 
And fcarce a Female in his frightful train » 
Except one changing corps of ancient Prudes ; 
Relu<5tant here the prying band intrudes. 540 

Each, who on earth, behind her artful fan, 
Feign'd coarfe averfion to the creature Man 
Is doom'd, in this dark region, to abide 
Some tranfient pains for hypocritic pride. 

Here 
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Here cvcr-during chains thofc Scoffers bind, $45 

Whofe writings deaden and debafe the mind f 
V/ho mock Creation with injurious fcom. 
And feel a fmcied void in Plentj*3 horn. 
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In his right-handy an emblem of his cares^ 
A branch of Aconite the Monarch bears ;. 5So 

And thofe four Phantoms, who this region haunt, Xk 

He feeds with berries from this deadly plant r 
For, ftrangc to tell I tho* feverM from its root. 
The bough dill blackens with fuccefiive fruit. 
The tribes, who tafte it, burft into a fit, 55J 

Of raving mockery and rancorous wit j 
And, pleasM their Tyrant's ghaftly fmile to court, 
By vile diflortions make hira various fport. 
The frantic rabble, who Us fway confefs. 
Before his throne an hideous Puppet drefs i s^ 

When in unfeemly rags they have arrayM 
The image, from their own dark femblance made. 
In horrid gambols round their work they throng. 
With antic dance and rude difcordant fongi 
Satire's rank olfals on the block they fling, 565 

And call it Nature, to delight their King : 
While in their features he exults to fee 
The frowns of Torture, raixt with grins of Glee. 
For, as thefe abjed toils engage the crew. 
Their own griiu idol darkens to their view ! 570 

Wide and more wide its horrid ftature fpreada. 
And o'er tiie tribe new confternation fheds : 
For each forgets, in his bewilder'd guze, 
•Tis but a Monfter, which he help'd to raife. 
A3 o'er its form their dizzy glances roll, 575 

t ibikes a chearlefs damp thro' all the foul. 

V.inly 
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Vainly to Ihun the baleful fight they try. 

It draws for ever the reludtant eye : 

At each review with deeper dread they flart ; 

A colder chaos numbs each freezing heart, ^3^ 

No mutual confidence, no friendly care, 

l.elieves the panic they are doom'd to bear; 

For as they fhrink abforb'd in wild affright. 

When each to each inclines his wounded fight. 

They feel, for focial comfort, four difguft, cg^ 

And all the fudden anguifli of diflruft, 

" Now mark, Serena f** (the mild Guide began) 
" The proudeft Phantom of the gloomy clan 
** Appointed, by this furly Monarch's grace, 
** High-prieft of all this Mifanthropic race ! rgo 

" See o^er the croud a throne of vapours lift 
" That flrange and mot«ly form, the (bade of Swift f 
" Now Ihalt thou view" (the guardian Sprite purfues) 
** His horrid penance, that each day renews : 
^* Perchance its terrors may overwhelm thy fenfe, roj 
** But truft my care to bear thee fafely hence f" 
As thus ihe fpoke, above the gazing throng. 
High in a failing cloud the Spe6lre fwept along. 
Vain of his power, of elocution pioud, 
In myftic language he harangu'd the crowd ; 600 

The bonds he mark'd, with meafure fo precife. 
Of Equine virtue, and of Human vice. 
That, curfing Nature's gifrs, without remorfe. 
Each fuUen hearer wilh'd himfelf a Horfc. 
PleasM with the pure effedl his fermon wrought, 605 
Th* ambitious Prieft a rich Tiara caught. 
Which, hovering o'er his high-afpiring head, 
Sarcaftic Humour dangled by a thread. 
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The rich Tiara, for his temples fit, 

BlazM with each polifhM gem of brilliant wit ; 6io 

And iharp-facM Irony, his darling Sprite, 

Who raisM her patron to this giddy height, 

Faft on his brow the dangerous honour bound. 

But, in the moment that her Prieft was crownMj 

His airy throne dilTolvM, and thunder rent the ground. 

Forth fromthe yawning earth, with lightning's fpeed, 616 

Sprung the fierce phantom of a fiery Steed, 

Spurring his fides, whence bloody poifon flow'd 

The ghafl:ly-grinning Fien,d, Derifion, rode. 

In her right-hand a horrid whip (he Ihakes, 620 

Whofe founding laib was formM of knotted fnakes : 

An uncouth bugle her left-hand difplay'd. 

From a grey monkey's ikull by Malice made ; 

As her diflorted lips this whiftle blew. 

Forth rufliM the Spedre of a wild Yahoo. 62$ 

See the poor Wit in hafty terror fpring. 

And fly for fuccour to his grizzly King ? 

In vain his piercing cries that fuccour court : 

The grizzly King enjoys the cruel fport. 

Behold the fierce Yahoo, her victim caught, 630 

Drive her (harp talons thro' the feat of thought I 

That copious fountain, which too well fupplied 

Perverted Ridicule's malignant tide. 

Quick from her deed the grinning Fiend defcends. 

From the pierc'd (kull the fpleenful brain (he rends, 635 

To black Mifanthrophy, her ghaftly King, 

See the keen Hag this horrid prefent bring ! 

Her daily gift ! for, as each day arrives. 

Her deftin'd vi^m for new death revives. 

The Huntrcfs now, this direft pageant paft, 640 

On her wild bugle blew fo dread a hh(t. 

The 
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The (harp found piercM thro' all the depths ©f Hell ; 

The Fiends all anfwer'd in one hideous yell. 

Arid in a fearful trance the foft Serena fell. 

Hence from the lovely Nymph her fenfes fled, 645 

Till, thro* the parted curtains of her bed. 

The amorous Sun, who now began to rife, 

Kift> with a fportive beam, her opening eyes. 
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CANTO IV. 



AIL, thou enlighten'd Glote of human joyf 

re focial cares the foftenM heart employ : 

t cheering rays of vital comfort roll 

y bright regions o'er the refcued foul, 

ch, 'fcaping from the dark domain of Spleen^ ^ J 

igs with new warmth to thy attradlive fcene I 

5 more 1 blefs thy pleafure-breathing gale, 

gaze enchanted on thy flowery vale, 

!re fmiling Innocence, and ardent Youth, 

t hand in hand with Beauty and with Truth. lo 

t on, fweet trayellers I -ift rofy bowers, 

from, th' intrufion of all evil Powers f 

ruitlefs wi(h of the benignant Mufe, 

ch to this chequer'd world the Fates rcfufc i 

round its prccindls many an ugly Sprite 15 

;ds undifcern'd to poifon pure delight : 

dft the foremoftof thiy hajgard band, 

/earied pofter of the fca and land, 

ipt in dark m iils, malignant Scandal flies, 

ile Envy*s poifgn'd breath the buoyant gale fupplies* 

OL. I. O Tho 
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Tho' Sheridan, with (bafts of comic wjt, ti 

PiercM, and expos'd her to the laughing Pit, 

Th* immortal Hag ftill wears her paper crown. 

The dreaded Emprefs of the idle Town : 

0*crleaping her prerogative of old, 25 

To (ink the noble, to defame the bold ; — 

In chace of Worth to flip the dogs of Strife, 

Thro* all the ample range of public life ; — 

The Tyrant now, that fanftuary burft 

Where Happinefs by Privacy is nurft, 30 

Her fury rifing as her powers encreafe, 

0*erturns the altars of domeftic Peace. 

Pleas'd in her dark and gal 1-dillilling cloud 

The fportive form of innocence to fhroud. 

Beauty's young train her baleful eyes furvey, 35- 

To mark the faireft, as her favourite prey. 

Hence, fweetSnRENA, while thy fpirit ftrayM 

Round the deep realms of fubterranean (Lade, 

This keeneft agent of t\i* infernal Powers 

On earth was bufied in thofe tranquil hours, 40 

To blaft thy peace, and poifon'd darts to aim 

Againft the honour of thy fpotlefs name : 

For Scandal, refllei's Fiend, who never knows 

The balmy blelling of an hour's repofe. 

Worn, yet unfattd with her daily toil, 45 

In her bafe work confumes the midnight oil. 

O'er fiercer Fiends v/hen heavy flumbers creep. 

When wearied Avarice and Ambition fleep. 

Scandal is vigilant, and keen to fpread 

The plagues that fpring from her proliiic head. ^ 50 

On T ruth's fair bafis (he her faifehood builds. 

With tinlbl fentiment its furface gilds. 

To nightly labour from their dark abodes 

The Demons of the groaning Prcfs (he goads. 

And 



( 291 ) 

And fmiles to fee thdr rapid art fupply 55 

Ten thoufand wings to every infant lye. 

In triumph now behold the Hag applaud 
Her keen and fav'rite Imp, ingenious Fraud, 
Her quick Compofitor, whofe flying hand 
Has clos'd the paragraph (he keenly plann'd. 60 

No Nymph fhe nam'd, yet mark'd her vile intent. 
That Dullnefs could not mifs the name (he meant : 
In Satire's tints the injur'd Fair (he drew. 
In form an Angel, but in foul a Jew. 

It chanc'd her Sire among his friends inroll'd 65 
A wealthy Senator, infirm and old ; 
Who, dup'd too early by a generous heart, 
Raflily alfumM a Mifanthropic part : 
Tho' peevi(h fancies would his mind incruft. 
Good-nature's image lurk'd beneath their ruft ; 70 

And gay Serena, with that fporcive wit 
Which heals the folly that it deigns to hit. 
Would oft the (icknefs of his foul beguile. 
And teach the fullen hufiioriftto fmile^ 
Pleas'd by her virtuous frolics to a(ruage 'jrr 

The mental angui(b of diftemper'd age. 
This ancient friend, in a farcaftic (ketch. 
Was mark'd by Scandal as a monied wretch. 
For whom the young, yet mercenary Fair 
Had fubtly fpread a matrimonial fnare. 80 

With fuch bafe matter, more diffufely wrought. 
The fpirit-piercing paragraph was fraught. 
O'er which with glee the eye of Scandal glar'd. 
Which for the opening Prefs herfelf prepar'd ; 
She on the types her inky wad let fall, 85 

And fmear'd each letter with her bitterefl gall j 

O 2 The 
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The Prefs, whofe ready gripe the charge receivesi 
Stamps it fucceflivre on ten thoiifand leaves. 
Which piVd in heaps impatient feem to lie^ 
The J only wait the dawn of day to fly. 90 

Now, as the trembling child, which long has hid 
Mute in the dark, and of itfelf afraid. 
When, haply confcious of the. pain it feels. 
The watchful mother to its pillow ftcals. 
Springs to her brcaft, and flnikes eSFM alanns, 9$ 
Feeling its fafety in her fofteringanns. 
With fuch quick joy, in innocences young. 
The foft Serena from her pillow fprung. 
Pleased to awake from her terri&: dream. 
And feel the chearful Sun*s returning beam, 100 

Eager (be rofe, in bufy thought, nor ftaid 
The wonted fummons of her punctual K^Iaid, 
And as her own fair hands adjudher ved. 
The guardian Cindure flutters on her breaft ; 
For fondly, when (he wak'd, or when (be flept, 105 
Still round her heart th^ imporunt Zone (he itept. 
Thou happy Girdle ! to thy charge be juft! 
Firm be thy threads, and faithful, to their truft j 
For hours approach, when all the (lores they hide 
Of magic virtue mufl be (Irongly tried f — 1 10 

Now, while her kind domefiic heart intends 
To pleafe her early Sire, the Nymph defcends j 
But (leep, who left the Fair with ludden flight. 
With late wings hoverM o'er the good ©Id Knight; 
And the chill circle of the lone faloon i f 5 

Informs the (biv'ring Maid (he ro(iB too foon. 
*Tis true, attentive John's unfailing care 
Began the rites of breakfaft to prepare ; 
But yet no fires on the cold altar burn. 
No fmoke arifes from the filver urn, izo 

And 
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And tbe blank tea-board, where no viands lay, 
Only fupplied the Paper of the day. 

Tho* mild Srrena'o peace-devoted mind 
The keen debate of poliucs declined, 
And heard with cold contempt, or generous hate, 12$ 
The frauds of Party and the lies of State ; 
Norcai'd much more for FalLion'a loofe intrigues, 
Than faftious* bickerings, or foreign leagues j 
Yet, while'fhefaunten idle and alone, 
Her carelefs eyes are on the Paper thrown. 1 30 

As forae gay YoJith, whoiuTporuve friends engage- 
To view the furious Chuangjn his cage, 
If while amusM he fees the moafler grin. 
And truih toe cacelefs to the bolta withiuj 
If the fly Berf, as near the grate be' draws, 135 

Tear him unguarded with proje£l:ed paws, 
Slarrs at thewonnd, and feels his bofom thrill 
With pain and wonder at the fudden ill t 
So did SsaiNA ftart, (6 wHdly gaze. 
In fuch mixt pangs of angoidi and amaze^ 14^ 

Feeling the wound which Scandal hath deftgn^d 
To lacerate her mild and moded mind. 
Startled, as one who firom electric wire^ 
Unheeding catches onfufpefted (Sre, 
She reads, then almofl: doubts that flie has ready 14$ 
And thinks fome vt£on hovers: round he? head. 
Now, her fixt eyes fome ftriking words confine^ 
And now flie darts it thrice thro' every line > 
Nor could Amazement more her fenfes (hake^ 
Had every letter been a Gorgon'a (hafae. tSo 

Now rifing Indignation takes his turn. 
And her flu&M cheeka with tingling blulhes ^frji 

O 3 With 
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With reftlefs raoiion and with many a frown, 

Thi'o' the wide room ihe paces up and down : 

Now, mufing, makes a momentary (land, 155 

The fatal Paper fluttering in her hand. 

So the (by Bird, by cruel fportfmen fprung. 

And by their random fire feverely ftung, 

Scar'd, not di fabled, by the diftant wound. 

Now trembling flies, now (kirns along the ground^ 160 

Now vainly tries, in fomc fequeftcrM fpot. 

From hergorM breafl to (hake the galling (hot. 

Ye tender NympLs ! whofe kindling fouls would flame. 
Touched, like Serena's, by injurious blame, 
O let your quick and kindred fpirits form 165 

A vivid picture of the mental ilorm 
In which (he labourM, and whofe force to paint 
The Mufe^s Aronged tints appear too faint i 
In (ympathetic thought her fuflPering fee! 
But O, for ever from fuch wrongs be free ! 170 

Her faithful Girdle try'd its power to fave. 
And ofc a monitory impulfe gave i 
Still unregarded, ftill unfelt, it preft 
With ufelefs energy her heaving breail. 
Her mind, forgetful of the magic Zone, 175 

Full of the burning (haft by Scandal thrown^ 
With blended notes of forrow and dildain. 
Thus in diforder'd language vents its pain : 
'* Had Malice dar'd my honour to defame, 
'* The felf-refuted lie had loft its aim : i8a 

** But here the world, deceived by (landVous art, 
** Muft think Serena has a venal heart." 
A venal heart ! at that detefted found. 
In fwelling angui(h her funk voice was drownM. 

Now 
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N'ow was a fearful crifis of her fate : 185 

Diflended now by PaiTion's growing wei^jht. 
And for its Miftrels ftll'd with ccnfcious dread. 
The magic Girdle crack'd thro' every thread. 
And ihapp'd perchance by ScandaPs force accurft. 
From her full heart the guardian Zone had burll, 190 
And, fpite of all the virtues of the Fair, 
The fpell of Happinefs had funk in air. 
But that SopHRosYNF, whofe friendly fear 
Timely forefaw this trial too fevere. 
An early fuccour gain'd from (tctet Love, 195 

From the fs;!! Kite to fnatch tlic falling Dove. 

As Nature ftudies, in her wide domain. 
To blend fome antidote with every bane; 
Thus her kind aid the friendly Power contrived. 
That, from the quarter whence the wound arriv'd, 200 
There flow'd, the anguifh of that wound to calm, 
Afoothing, foft, and medicinal balm. 
As^ in her agitated hand the Fair 
Wav'd the loofe Paper with diforder'd air. 
In capitals file faw Serena flame: 205 

She blufh'd, (be (hudder'd, as (he viewM the name ; 
Her ready fears fub(ide in new furprize. 
And eager thus (he reads with lighten'd eyes : — 

*' Go, faithful Sonnet, to Serena fay, 

** What charms peculiar in her features reign : 210 
*' A ftranger, whom her glance may ne'er furvey, 

*f Pays her this tribute in no flattering (train, 
** Tell her, the Bard, in Beauty's ample reign, 

** Has feen a virgin cheek as richly glow, 
** A bofom, where the blue meandring vein 215 

'* Sheds atfoft luftre thro' the lucid fnow, 

O 4 *' Eyes, 
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•* Eyes, tbat as brightly flafli with joy and youth, 
** And locks, that like her own luxuriant flow : ,; 

** Then fay, for then flie cannot doubt thy truth, 
'* That the wide earth no Female form can (hew 220- 

•* Where Nature's legend fo diftindly tells, 
** In this fair (Lrine a fairer fpirit dwells,'* 

With curious wonder the reviving Maid 

View'd this fond homage to her beauty paid} 

A fecond glance o*er every line (be cad, zi$ 

And half pronounc'd and half fupprefs'd the Iaft» 

While modefl Pleafure,- and ingenuous Pride, 

iier burning cheek widi deeper criinfon dy'd. 

O Pa A 1 s E ! thy language was by Heaven defigiiM 
As manna! to the faint bewilder'd mind : 230* 

Beauty and Diffidence, whofe hearta rejoice 
In the kind comfort of thy checking voice. 
In this wild wood of li^, weft thou not nigfi, 
Mufkf like the wandering Babes, ltd down and- die : 
But thy fweet acJcenU wake new vital powers, 235 
And*make this thorny path a path of flowers : 
As oil on Ocean'ff troubled watefs fpread. 
Smooths the rough billow to a level bed. 
The Toothing Rhytne thus foften'd into reft 
The painful tumult of Se r 6 n a's bread. 240 

NbwV to herfdf reftbr'd, the confcious Maid 
The llrtkiftg Fi^rtd's infidious fnare (^rv^'di 
Her net9€s, vHth grateful trepidarioh,- owti- 
A (lighter pfdlbrfe frorti the fafithful Zofic ; 
And in fond tkfotfght Ihtf breathes a thankful prayer 24$ 
For her aetherial Guarrdrari's coiiftamt carej 

Ye^ 
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Yet witH a keen defire her bofom glow*d 

To hear from whom the gentle Sonnet flowM; 

But kind SopHROSYNE, who watch'd unfeen. 

To fhield her votary from the wiles of Spleen, ^50 

As fiiendly Love had fixt a future time. 

When to reveal the fecret of the Rhyme, 

Strove tin that hour her fancy to rcftrain. 

Nor let her anxious widies rife to pain. 

As Gaiety's Crcib tide begaft to roll, ^55 

Faft in the fwelling channel of her foul. 
The good old Knight dtfccnds, tho' eager, flow. 
The Gout flill lingling in his tender toe ; 
And now„ paternal falutations paft. 
His eyes he keenly on the Paper caft, 260 

While his fwcet Daughter, with attentive grace, ' 
Before him fiics hjs ready cup; to place; 
For Tea and Politics alternate (bare. 
In friendly rivalibip, his morning care. 
Tho* fmoothas oil the Knight's good-humour flows, 065 
When the mild breeze of pleafanc fortune blows, 
Yety qui^k to catch the cafual fpark^ cf ire,. 
Like oil it'kindles into mountain fire ; 
And fiercely now his. flaming fptrit blaz'd,. 
While on thofe galling words ^ wildly gaz'd, 270 

Whofe foroe had^lmod work'd into a dorm 
The gentler elements in Beauty's form. 
At the iarcaflic fentcnce caught his view. 
Back from the board bis elbow-chair he drew 
And, by fliarp fti^gs of fudden fury prick'd, 275 

Far from his foot his gouty ftool lie kick'd. 
Fierce as Achilles, by Atrides fl:ung. 
He pour'd the dream of vengeance from bis tongue. 
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But ahy thofc angry threats he deignM to fpeak. 
Had founds, alas ! far different from the Greek. 280 
Rage from his lips in legal language broke ; 
Of Juries and of Damages he fpoke, ^ 

And on the Printer's law-devoted head, *■ 

He threaten'd deep revenge in terras moft dread ; 
Terms, that vrith pain the ear of Beauty pierce, 285 . 
And oaths too rough to harmonize in verfe. 

Wh I L E thus the good old Knight, w^ith paflion hot. 
His toaft negle6\ed, and his Tea forgot, *^ 

The difcord of the drama to increafe, "^ 

Nov7 Prim Penelopb affails her Niece; 290 ^ 

For, as Sir Gi L BERT now, with choler dumb. 
Points her the period with his angry thumb, ^ 

«' Ah ! Brother," cries the ft iff, malignant chrone, | 1 

(Her (harp eye fwiftly thro' the fentence thrown) 
** Scandal could never rife to heights like thfs, 295 
** But from the manners of each modern Mifs ; 
** Had but my Niece, lefs giddy and more grave, 
*' Obferv'd the prudent hints I often gave ** 

The honeft Knight her vile conclufion (aw. 
And quick curtaii'd it with a tefty " Pfcaw ! ' ■ 300 
Mean while the gentle Maid, who heard the taunt. 
Survey 'd virithout a frown her prudifh Aunt: 
Far other thoughts employed her fofter mind. 
To one fweet purpofe all her foul inclin'd ; 
How (he might clofe th* unpleafant fcene, howbeft 30$ 
Reftore good-humour to her Father's breaft. 
Her airy Guardian with delight furvey'd 
Thefe tender wiflies in the lovely Maid, 
And, to accomplifh what her heart defir'd. 
Trains of new thought above her age infpir'd. 310 
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As Venus on her fon's enlightened face 
Shed richer charms, and more attraftivc grace. 
When, ifluing forth from the diffolving cloud. 
His bright form burft on the admiring croud : 
So kind Sophrosyne, unfeen, fupplies 315 

A livelier radiance to Serena's eyes ! 
And, ere Ihe fpeaks, to captivate her Sire^ 
Touches her lips with patriotic fire* 

It chanc'd, that, tofsM upon a vacant chair, 
A volume of that Wit lay near the Fair, 320 

Whofe value, try'd by Fafhton's varying touch. 
Once rofe too high, and now is funk too much ; 
The book, which Fortune plac'd within her reach, 
Contain'd, O Chesterfield, the liberal fpecch 
In which thv fpirit, like an Attic Sage, 325 

Strove to defend the violated ^tage 
From Fetters bafely forg'd by Minifterial rage. 
From this the Nymph her ufeful leflbn took. 
And thus began, reclining on the Book : — 
*' If on. this noble Lord we may rely, 330 

'* Scandal is but a fpeck on Freedom's eye ; 
*' And Public Spirit, then, will rather bear 
** The cafual pain it gives by growing there, 
** Than, by a rafh attempt to move it thence, . 
** Hazard the fafety of a precious Senfe, 33 S ' 

** And, by the efforts of a vain defire, 
** Rob this life-darting e}e of all its fire. 
** Tho' the fofc breaft of Innocence may fmart, 
'* . By cruel Calunatty?s corroding dart, 
** Yet would (he rather ache in every nerve, ^^o 

** And bear thofe pangs (he knows not to deferve, 
*' Much rather than be made a fenfelefs tool, 
** To aid the frenzy of tyrannic rule. 

Or 
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•* Or forge one dan|^ui bolf fof Po^er taaim 
*« At facrcd Liberty's fupertor frame." J45 

As ancieitt Chfefs were want of old t6 ga%^ 
With eyes of ceiider awe and fond amaze. 
On the fair Prieftefs of the Defphtc (kacp 
When firft (he littet'd her prophetic ftrahi. 
Entranced in wonder^ thus Sir Gilbert vJe^'d 350 
His child, yet more infpirM, who thus purfu*d : 
<* Formff, lown^ thefe lines, with gaH replete, 
^< Shot thro* my fimple heart a fufdden beat ; 
** But happier thoughts my rifing raj^ repretV> 
*' And tamM the pointlcfe infuk to a jeft : 35$ 

'^ And O ! (hcnild Slander ftill new wrath awake, 
'* Still may my Father, for his Daughter's lake, 
^* Difdain the vengeance of litigious flrife, 
** And let Serena's anfwer be — her life!" 

She ended with a fmile, whofe magic flame 360 
Shot youtliful vigour thro' her Father's frame : 
His Age, his Anger, and his Gout, are fled ; 
** Enchanting Girl !" with tears of joy, he faid, 
** Enchanting Girl!" twice echoed from his toxigue. 
As, fpeakingj' from his elbow-chair he fpriing, 365 
** Come to thy Father's arms ! — By Heaven; thou ait, 
*^ His own true ofkpt'mg, and a Whig in heart.'* 

He fpoke ; and his fond arms arouiid her corl'd 
With proud grafp^ Teeming to infold the world, 
Het confcious heart (he feels with triuftiph beat,- 370 
And joys to And that triumph is compleat s 
For ftiff P fi N E L o p E , who near them floo^, 
** Albeit unufcd to the melting mood>" 
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SqucezM froftt her ey^-lid 6ifc r^ludand tear. 
And fofcen'd with a fmihj her bro\^ fevere ; 575 

But *twas a fmile of fuch a gloomy grace. 
As lightenM once upon Aledto^s face. 
When Orpheus pad her, leading back to life. 
From Pluto's regions^ his recover'd wift. 
When Love connubial, joinM to Mufrc's fpcll, 380 
Moiften'd with tender joy the eyes of Hell. 
Far other fhiilfcsj with Fleafure's fofteft air. 
Gild the gay features of the youthful Fair : 
She looks like fporcive Spring, when her young charms 
Wind round her hoary Sire's reluctant arms, 3^ 5 

And, by a frolic infantine embrace, 
Baniih the rugged frov/n from Winter's face. 

Thro' the long day fhe felt the glowing tide 
Of exultation thro' htr bofom glide ; 
And oft (he wifh'd for flow-approaching Night, 390 
To hold fw.eet converfe with her guardian Sprite. 
At length the hour approach'd her heart dcfir'd. 
And, in her lonely chamber now retir'd. 
Her tender fancy gave the fo ndeft fcopc 
To ardent Gratitude and eager Hope. ^gc 

'^ Dear airy Being!" (thefoft Nymph exclaim'd) 
«* Whofe power can break the fpell that Spleen hasfram'd, 
'* Can, by the waving of thy viewlefs wing, 
" O'er darkeft forms a golden radiance fling, 
** And make, in minds by forrieft thoughts perplex t, 400 
/* This moment's grief the triumph of the next; 
** I blefs thy fuccour in each trial paft ; 
" Be prefeni flill, and fave me in the laft.'* 

TiitiSj With her lovely eyes devoutly fixt, 
Where rays of hope, and fear, and reverence mixt, 40 j 

The 
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RohbM by fterti Method of her rofy crown. 
Chill her faint votaries by a wintry frown ? 
No ; thou fweet friend of Man, as fuits thee beft, 
Shme forth in Fable's rich-cmbroider*d veft ! 
O make my Verfe thy vehicle, thy arms, 2$ 

To fpread o'er focial life thy potent charms ! 
And thou, Sdphrosyne, myfterious Sprite! 
If haply I may trace thy fteps aright, 
Roving thro' paths unrfod by mortal fee!^. 
To paint for human eyes thy heavenly feat, 30 

Shed on my foul fome portion of that power. 
Which fav'd Skrena in the trying hour. 
To bear thcfe trials, which, however hard. 
As Bards all tell us, may befal the Bard ; 
The Fop's pert j^H:, the Critic's froWn feverc, 35 

Learning's proud cant, with Envy's artful fneer. 
And, the vext Poet's laft and worft difgrace. 
His cold -blank Bookfeller's rhyme-^etzing face. 
Hence ! ye dark om^ns, that to Spleen belong. 
Ye (hall not check the curreht of my foiig, 4« 

While Beauty's lovely race, for whom I (ing. 
Fire my v/arm hand to fttike the ready fb-ing. 

As Quiet now her Itghteft mantle laid 
O'er the fiill fehfes of the deeping IVfaitf, 
Her nightly Vifitant, her faithful Guide, 45 

Defcends in iall her Enipyrean pride. 
That Fairy (hape no more (he deigiris to weaf, . 
Whofe light foot fmooths tfc^ fafrdw pl6(igft'd tycaVe 
In mortiffatets, while h^r tihy f^€^' 
Gives a kincl tingle to the caution'd eat. 50 

Now, in her nobler (hape, of heavenly (i:i^. 
She ilrikes h^r votary •s foul with new furpriie. 

Jove's 
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> favourite daughter, arm*d in all her powers, 

irM lefs brilliant to th' attending Hours, 

I, on the golden car of Juno rais'd, SJ" 

venly pomp tbe Queen of Battles blaz'd : 

all her luftre, but without the dread 

li from her arm the frowning Gorgon flied, 

ROSYNB defcends, with guardian Love> 

aft her geTitle Ward to worlds above. 6^ 

her faint brow a radiant diadem 

Q twelve ftars, and every feparate gem 

nagic rays, of virtue to controul ' 

paflion hoftile to the human foul. 

i her fweet form a robe of aether flowM, 65 

a a wonderous car the fmiliog Spirit rode % 

1$ pure ivory, it charmM the fight 

finer polifli and a fofter white. 

land of Beauty, with an eaiy fweU, 

*d tlie iriee concave like a bending (bell 1 70 ' 

n its rich exterior. Art difplayM 

riumphs of the Power the car conveyed* 

in celeftial tints, furpaffingrlife, 
>vely Gentjenefs; difarming Strife } 
, young Atfe^ion, bom df tender Thought, 7 J 
/ chains the fiercer Pafllon^ caught j 
ion,' with his fceptt"e fnapt in twain, 
Warice, fcorning what his chefti contain. 
I the tame Vulture flie&^the fearlefs-DoVe ; 
inocenqe embraces playful Love ; 8a 

lughing- Spdrt,. the frolic GKild of Air, 

inirill flowers^ the (inking form of Gare. 

ESE figuresj pencird with a touch (b light, 
every image fecm'd an hiwven^y Sorit©,. 

5beai(h<^ 
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Breathe on the carj whofc fight- enchanting frame 8^ 

Four wheels futTrain, of pale and purple flame ; 

For no fleet animals, to earth unknown. 

Bear thro' aetheriil fields this flying throne. 

As by the fubtle electrician's flcill. 

Globes feem to fly, obedient to his will % 90 

So thefe four circles of inftinftive fire 

Move by the impulfe of their Queen's defire. 

Mount or defcend by her diredUng care. 

Or reft, fupported by the buoyant air. 1 t< 

Now, fpringing from her car, that hovering (laid 9J 
High in the chamber of the fleeping Maid, 
The Goddefs, with a voice divinely clear, 
Breath'd thefe kind accents in her Votary's ear : — 
•* Come, my fair Champion, who fo well haft fou^t 
*' The ufeful battles of contentious Thought i 100 
*• To aid thy gentle fpirit to fuftain 
** The final confli^ of thy deftin*d pain, 
** View the rewards that, in my realm ofblifs, 
'* Wait the fweet Victor in fuch war as this ! 
'* So haply may thy mind, with ftrength renew'd, loS 
** The dark devices of the Fiend elude ; 
** By one bleft effort feal thy triumphs paft, 
** And gain thy promis'd guerdon in the laft." 

As thus flie fpake» her heavenly arms embrac'd. 
And in the car the confcious Maiden plac'd, no 

Quick at her wifb the flaming wheels afcend. 
No clouds impede them, wherefoe*er they bend. 
As thro' the empire of the winds they rufli'd. 
The winds were all in mute fubmifllon hufli'd ! 
And now S b r e n a , from th* exalted car, 1 1 5 

Look'd down, aftoni/h'd, on each finking ftar ; 

Flying 
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Flying o'er lucid orbs, whofe diftant li^ht 
Yet has not reach'd the fcope of human fight : 
And now, not diflantfrom the bounds of Space, 
The guardian Sprite fiifpends their rapid race ; 1 20 

And, while in deep amaze the Nymph admires 
The circling meteors' inoffeafive fires, 
Pleas'd at her wonder, the mild Power addreft. 
With kind intelligence, her earthly gueft : — 
" Of thofe three Orbs, that in yon chryftal fphere laS 
" A feparate {ydtm in themfelves appear, 
** The laft whofe luminous and ftcady form 
** Shines foftly bright, and moderately waim, 
** Contains my palace and the gentle train 
" Whom I have wafted to this pure domain 1 30 

•* At equal dlftance my dominions lie 
** From thefe two larger worlds, more near thine eye: 
** Obfcrve their difference as our wheels advance, 
** And paffing take of each a tranficni glance.'\ 

So fpcaking, to the groflcr globe die fpru«g> 13J 
Her car fufpended o'er its furface hung. 
In heavy air ; for round this orb was roll'd 
A circling vapour, dull, and damp, and cold. 
•* Here," fays Soph hosynb, ** thofe Beings dv/ell, 
<* Who wanted foul to aft or ill or well ; 140 

^' Who faunter'd thought! efs thro' their mortal time 
** Without a. Care, a Virtue, or a Crime: 
** Here ftill they faunter, in this languid fcene ; 
*• But pafs the dozing crowd, and mark their Queen.'* 
And now, flow riding on a Tortoifc' back, 145 

Her features lifelefa, and each fibre flack. 
Full irf their view the Nymph Indifference came ; 
The quick Serena foon perceived her name ; 

For, 
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For, as in folcmn creeping ftate (he rode. 
In her lax hand (he held fair Gr e v i l lb^s Ode. 15c 
Ne'er did the Mufe from her fweet treifure cull 
Incenfe fo precious for a Power fo dull. 
Still, as (Le movM along her even way. 
The heavy Goddefs try'd to read the lay ; 
But at each paufe her inattentive eye '5 J 

StrayM from the paper, which (he held awry i 
Nor could her lips a fingle line repeat, 
Tho' the foft Veke, moft raviihingly fweet, 
Thro* Timers dull ear will lading pleafure fpready 
. And charm the poppy from 0blivton*4 head. l6« 

Thus like a Qty Mayor, whofe heavy bargp 
Steers its dull progrefs at the public chargjo. 
This Power, fo cumbcr'd by herempire'a weight. 
Mates her flow circuit rbund her flng^lH fiale. 
Around her, , tribes of rambling. Sceptics, crawly 16 j 
Tho' moving, dubious if they move at all. 
Before her, languid Pomp, her Mar(bal, creeps, 
Whoft haM h^ banner half unfolded' keeps: 
Its quaint device'ber dull dOitiirilon fyokc — 
An Eagle, numb'd by the Torj^edo^s ftroke; 17^ 

** fi^/ol^ori of fcenes Co foreign to thy fbuV 
SopHRosYNE exclaimed J ** from this dark goal 
** Pafs we to regions oppo(ite to this.'* 
She fpoke; and darting o*er the wide abyfs. 
Her car, like lightning in foft flalhes hurl'd, 17 j 

Shot to the confines of a clearer world. 
f»JoW lovelier views the Virgin's mind abforb} 
For now they hover'd o'er a lucid orb. 
Here the f oft air, luxuriantly warm. 
Imports new liillre to Serena's form : ^ i8a 

Her 
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Her eyes with more expanfive radiance fpeak. 
And ricl^er rofes open on her cheek. 
JJere^ as Ibe gaz'd, (he felt in every vein 
A blended thrill of pleafure and of pain ; 
Yctcyery objeft opening to her view, igi; 

Her quick regard with foft attradtioa drew. 
Soph ROSY NE, who faw the gentle Fair 
Lean o'er thefe confines with peculiar care, 
Smird at the tender intereft (he difplay'd, 
And fpoke regardful of the penfive Maid : 190 

** Well may*ft thou bend o'er this congenial fphere ; 
** For Senfibility is Sovereign here. 
** Thou feeft her train of fprightly damfels fport, 
** Where the foft Spirit holds her rural court : 
*' But fix thine eye attentive to the plain, 195 

** And mark the varying wonders of her reign." 
As thus (he fpoke, (lie pois'd her airy feat 
High o'er a plain exhaling every fweet ; 
For round its precinfts all the flowers that bloom. 
Fill'd the delicious air with rich perfume ; 200 

And in the midll a verdant throne appear'd. 
In (impleft form by graceful Fancy rear'd, 
Atid-deck'd with flowers ; not fuch whofe flaunting d}es 
Strike with the ftrongeft tint our dazzled eyes j 
But thofe ^ild' herbs tliat tendered fibres bear, 205 

And (hun the approaches of a damper air. 
IJere flood the lovely Ruler of the fctne. 
And Beauty, more than Pomp, announc'd the Queen. 
The bending Snow-drop, and the Briar-roi'e, 
The fimple circle of her crown compofe ; 2 10 

Rofes of every hue her robe adorn. 
Except th' infipidRofe without a thorn.* 
'1 hro' her thin veft her heighten'd beauties fliine > 
For earthly gauze was never half fo fine. 

Of 
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Of that enchanting age her figure feems, 21 J 
V'hen fmiling Nature with the vital beams -^ j 

Cf vivid Youth, and Pleafure's purple flame, \^^ 

Gilds her accompliih'd work, the Female frame, ^^ 

With rich luxuriance tender, fweetly wild, -^^ 

And juft between the Woman and the Child. 220 |.^, 
Htr fair left arm around a vafe flie-flings, ^„ ^ 

From which the tender plant Mimofa fprings : -^^ 

Towards its leaves, o'er which (be fondly bends, 1^^ 

The )Outhful Fair her vacant hand extenid* p^c 

With gentle naotion, anxious to furvey 225 1 j^^^ 
How far the feeling fibres ow^n her fway : \i^ 

The leaves, as confcious of their Queen's command, ;^^ 

Succellive fall at her approaching hand ; T"l 

While her foft bread with pity feems to pant, xi 

And flirinks at every fLrinking of the plant. 230 ^^ 

Fr 
Around their Sovereign, on the verdant ground, g, 

Sweet airy Forms in myftic meafures bound. I V, 

The mighty mailer of the revel. Love, |v 

In notes more foothing than his mother's Dove, J p 

Prompts the foft ftrain that melting virgins fing, 235 1 ^ 
Or fportive trips around the frolic ring, I 

Coupliiig, with radiant wreaths of lambent fire. 
Fair fluttering Hope and rapturous Defire. ] 

Unnumber'd damfels different charms difplay, 
Penfive with blifs, or in their pleafures ^ay ; 24© 

And the wide profpett yields one touching fight 
Of tender, yetdiverfified delight. 
Bur, the bright triumphs of their joy to check. 
In the clear air tliere hangs a dufky fpeck ; 
It fwells — it fpreads — and rapid, as it grows, 245 

O'er the gay fcene a thrilling dadow throws. 

The 
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The foft Serena, who beheld its flight, 
Sufpefts no evil from a cloud fo light j 
For harmlefs round her the thin vapours wreath. 
Not hiding from her view the fcene beneath ; 25© 

But ah ? too foon, with Pity's tender pain. 
She faw its dire efFedl all o'er the plain. 
Sudden from thence the founds of Anguiih flow. 
And Joy's fweet carols end in (hrieks of woe ; 
The wither'd flowers are fall'n, that bloom'd fo fair, 255 
And poifon all the pellilential air. 
From the rent earth dark Demons force their way. 
And make the fportive revellers their prey. 
Here gloomy Terrcr, v/ith a fliadovvy rope. 
Seems, like a Turkilh Mute, to ftrangle Hope; 260 
There jealous Fury drowns in blood the fire 
That fparkled in the eye of young Defire ; 
And lifelefs Love lets mercilefs Defpair 
From his crufli'd frame his bleeding pinions tear. 
But pangs more cruel, more inteni'ely keen, 26% 

Wound and diflra6t their fympathetic Qiieen : 
With fruitlefs tears the o'er their, mifery bends ; 
From her fweet brow the thorny Rofe Ihe rends. 
And, bow'd by Grief's infufl^erable weight. 
Frantic fhe curfes her immortal fcate : 270 

The foft Se R R N A, as this curfe (he hears. 
Feels her bright eye fuflfus'd with kindred tears j 
And h^r kind breaft, where quick compallion fwell'd, 
Sbar'd in each bitter fuiFering flie beheld. 

The guardian Power furvey'd her lovely grief, 275 
And fpoke in gentle terms of mild relief: 
•* For this toft tribe thy heavieft fear difmifs, 
" And know their pains are tranfient as their blifs : 

" Rapture 
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*' Rapture and Agony, in Nature's loom, 

** Have fbrm'd the changing tiffue of tlicir doom; a^ 

*' Both interwoven with fo nice an art, 

** No power can tear the twiiled threads apart : 

'' Yet happier thefe, to Nature's heart more dear, 

** Than the dull offspring in the torpid fpfeere, 

** Where her warm wi0}e8, and affections kind, t^S 

*^ Lof'e their bright current in the ftagnant mind. 

** Here grief and joy Co fuddenly unite, 

** That anguifli fcrves to fublimate delight." 

She fpoke; and, ere Serena could replyj 
The vapour vanifh'd from the lucid (ky ; 19* 

The Nymphs revive, the fliadowy Fiends are fled 5 
The new-born flowers a richer fragrance (hed ; 
The gentle Ruler of the changeful land. 
Smiling, refuraM her fymbol of command j 
Replaced the rofes of her regal wreath, 295 

Still trembling at the thorns that lurk beneath: 
Bur, to her wounded fubjeQs quick to pay 
The tender duties of imperial fway, 
Their wants (he fuccour'd, they lier wilb obe.y*d, 
And all recover'd by alternate aid ; 300 

While, on the lovely Queen's enchanting face, 
Departed Sorrow's faint and fainter trace. 
Gave to each touching charm a more attradlive grace. 
Now, laughing Sport, from the enlighten'd plain, 
Clear'd with quick foot the veftiges of Pain ; 305 

The gay fcene grows more beautifully bright. 
Than when it firll allur'd Skren a's fight. 
Still her fond eyes o'er all the )rofpe6t range, 
Flafliing fwcct pleafure at the '>lifsful change : 
Her curious thoughts with for.d attachment burn, 310 
Yet more of this engaging land :o kirn. 

She 
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be chief attendants of the Queen, 
nales, wafted from our human 1'cene ; 
chanc*d, while all the realm reviv'd, 
lafculine from earth arriv M : 315 

guides condudl the gentle Shade ; 
1 robes of braided flames array 'd, 
taftic Nymph, in manners nice, 
deck'd with many an odd device; 
im, whofe luminous attire 
th unextinguiHiaMe fire j 
in features, in her look as wild, 
ilarity by mortals ftyPd. 
' Queen, and all her fmiling Court, 
the welcome Shade in gentle fport ; 325 

ir new alTociate all rejoice, 

hear the accents of his voice. 

his frame th' Armenian robe was flun^, 
Ing Stranger fpoke the Gallic tongue ; 
X language his enchanting art 330 

2w energy, that feiz'd the htrart ; 
J eloquent, Co fwectly bold, 
"diiaitrous love he toid, 
with fympatliy, the lifc'ninj train, 
paufc', wi:h dear d.licicus puir, 335 

n to fcntw tlu f.fclnating llrain. 
S K R K N A , wi :h f'.i fnended breath, 
and canght the ta!e of Julia's denth ; 
: (lie cricij, ere tears had time to flow, 
• this hour.'f or now I fee Roitsseau.'* 340 

1 gaz'd, till :he cucliaiitijig fjund 
pctL-nt rpell her (jpirit bound, 

: in fweet illufion, ii:e forgot 
io^d fccnes of the fublimer fpot ; 

F Till 
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Till now her mild Remembrancer, wKofe care 345 

Stray'd not a moment from the mortal Fair, 

Rous'd her rapt mind, preparing her to meet 

The brighter wonders of her blifsful feat ; 

V/hile her inftindlive car's obedient frame 

Now upward rofe, like undulating flame. 35» 

As when fome viclor on the watery world. 
Bright honour gilding all his fails unfuri'd. 
Steers into port, while to the laughing (ky 
His dreamers tell his triumph as they fly ; 
Expelling thoufands line the crowded ftrand, 355 

Swell the glad voice, or wave the joyous hand, 
Prefling to view the fight their vows implor'd. 
And hail their glory and their flrength reftor'd : 
.So the bleft Beings of this fmilingfcene 
FlockM round the car of their returning Queen. 360 
The radiant car, from which they now alight. 
Careful (he gives to a fele«5ted Sprite, 
A Nymph of fnowy veft and lovely frame. 
Fidelity her fair and fpotlefs name ; 
Then, happy to review her hallow'd home, 365 

Leads her fweet Gueil to her ceJedial dome. 

Gentlest of Powers ! for every purpofe fit. 
To ftrengthen Wifdom, and embelliih Wit: — 
Thou whofe fofc arts, poifelTed by thee alone. 
Can give to Virtue's voice a fweeter tone j 370 

Allay the frofl; of Age, or fire of Youth, 
And lend attradion to fcverell Truth j 
Improve e'en Beauty by thy graceful eafe. 
Or teach Deformity herfcif co plealV ;— 
Tnfpire the Bard, whofc juft ambition pants 375 

To ruide weak mortals to thy heavenly haunts ! 

Grant 
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Grant him, in notes that, like thy fofc controul. 

Allure attention, and pofTefs the foul ; 

Grant him to fliew, in luminous difpiay. 

The my (lie wonders of thy fecret fway f 380 

Now, at the fight of the prefiding Power, 
Wide fpread the gates of a ftupendous tower. 
On whofe firm height, commanding Nature's bound. 
The faithful warder of the fort they found 
Wakeful Intelligence, a trufty Sprite, 385 

Whofe eyes are piercing as the folar light, 
And ever on the watch to found alarm. 
If aught of dufky hue, portending harm. 
Should, in defiance of her mandate, dare 
Approach the palace of th' imperial Fair. 390 

Within his ward, magnificently great. 
Lies the rich armoury that guards her ftate. 
Here (lands Convidion's (Irong and lucid fpear, 
Whofe touch annihilates Sufpenfe and Fear ; 
Here, Truth's unfullied adamantine (hield, ^95 

Which, fave Sophrosynh, no Power can wield j 
And Realbn's trenchant blade of blazing fleel. 
Its edge and polilL formed by friendly Zeal j 
And, not lels fure their deftin'd mark to hit. 
Pointed by Virtue's hand, the fhafis of Wit i 400 

And Ridicule's (Irong bolt, whofe (lunning blow 
Lays towering Vice and fearlefs Folly low. 
Here too the Goddcfs kept, in my (lie (late, 
Thofe fweet rewards that on her champions wait, 
Guirrdons more precious than triumphant palms : — 405 
The ghnce of Gratitude for mental alms. 
Peace's foft kifs, and Reconcilement's tear. 
And fmiles of Sympathy, are treafur'd here. . 

P ^ Thesis 
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These precin^s paft, now hand in hand theycaine 
To the rich fabric of majeftic frame ; 410 

Inftin£l with joy their Sovereign to behold. 
The gates of maflive adamant unfold ; 
And, as the gently-moving valves unclofc, 
Myfterious mufic from their motion flows ; \ u^^ 

The airy notes thro' all the palace roam, 41$ 

And dulcet echoes fill the feftive dome : I T'^ 

A gorgeous hall amazM Serena's eyes, 1 Y>' 

Compared to which, in fplendor, ftrength, and fize, 1 S 

The nobler works of which Tradition lings, ' I ^ 

Judaic Ibrine, or feat of Memphian kings, 410 

Would feem more humble than the waxen cell 
in which the (kilful Bee is proud to dwelL 
Here (its a Power, in whofe angelic face 
Beauty is fweeten'd by maternal grace i 
Her radiant feat, furpafGng mortal art, 425 

Supports an emblem of her liberal heart, 
A Pelican, who rears her callow brood. 
And from her vitals feems to draw their food. 
Around this Spirit fiock a filial hoft. 
Who blefs her empire, and her guidance boaft, 430 

Here every Science, all the Arts attend. 
In her they hail their parent and their friend i 
Each to her prefence brings the happy few, 
Whofe dearefl: glory from her favour grew. 
Here, in her fimple charms, with youthful fire, 43$ 
Proud to difplay the magic of her lyre, 
Soul-foothing Harmony prefects her band : 
Befide her Orpheus and Amphipn (land. 
Here, mild I'hilofophy, whofe thoughtful frown 
Is fwectly (haded b) her olive crown, 440 

{In all luT attic elegance array'd, 
Uvong to coavince, and gentle to perfuade) 

To 
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To her, whofe breath infpir'd his every rule. 
Treads the bleft Sire of the Socratic fchool. 
Each animating Bard and moral Sage, 445 

The heaven-taught minds of every clime and age. 
Who foften'd manners, and refin'd the foul. 
Flock to this prefence, as to Glory's goal ; 
And, as the mother's heart, that yearns to blefs 
The rival innocents that round her prefs, 450 

Delights to fee them, as her love they fhare. 
Sport in her fight, and floarifh by her care j 
Fondly refponfivc to their every call. 
Tender of each, and provident for all : 
So this fweet Image of Celeftial Grace, 455 

Who fits enc'rcled by her lovely race. 
To every Science vital ftrength imparts. 
And rears the circle of the Social Arts ; 
With fuch folicitude (he gives to each, 
Pow'rs of fublimer aim and wider reach. 460 ' 

And now Sophrosynf, who near her prell, 
X Thus fpoke her title to her earthly gueft : — 
'* Behold the honour'd Form, without whofe aid 
** My ftrength muft vaniQi, and my giory fade ! 
•* Source of my being, and my life's fupport ! 465. 
** EuNOiA cali'd in this celeftial Court,. 
** Benevolence the name Ihe bears on earth, 
** The guard of Weakn*^f3,.and the friend of Worth.*'" 

She ended : and the mild maternal Form 
Embrac'd Sehena wi:h a fmile as warm 470 • 

As the giy fpirit Vegetation wears, , 
When (he to crown her favourite Nymph prepares. 
When, pleas'd her flowery treafurcs to difplay,. 
She powers them in the lap of youthful May. 

P X But- 
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But how, Serkna ! how may human fpeech 475 
Thy heavenly raptures in this moment reach ? 
If aught of earthly fentiment may vie 
VVi.h the pure joy thc^e happy fcenes fupply, 
''Tis when, unmixt with trcubl* and with pain. 
Love glides in fecret thro' the glowing vein j 480 

When fome fond ^ outh, unconlbious of its fire. 
Free from chill Fear and turbulent Defire, 
With every thought ablorb'd in foft delight. 
Sees all creation in his Fair one's fight. 
And feel J a blifsful ftate without a name, 485 

Repofe of foul with harmony of frame. 
So, pluni^'d in pleafurc of the pureft kind, 
Se R L N A gaz'd on the maternal Mind ^ 
Gaz'd till Soph ROSY ne's directing aid 
Thus furomon'd to new fights tn'o'-edienlMaid :— 490 
** Hade, my fair Charge, for of this ample Ihte, 
*' Tracts yet unfeen thy vifitation wait. 
" The prefling hours forbid me to unfold 
•' Each feparate province which thefe confines hold { 
** Bue I will lead thee to that blifsful crew, 495 

** Whofe kindred fpirits bed defcrve thy view/* 

So fpeaking, her attentive Gueft fhe led 
Thro* fcenes, that dill increafing wonder bred. 
Where'er (he trod, thro' ail her gorgeous feat. 
Soft mufic echoed from beneath her feet : 500 

Pafling a porcal, on whofe lucid ftone 
Emblems of Innocence and Beauty (hone. 
They reach a lav/n v^ith verdant luftre bright. 
And view the bowers of permanent delight. 
No fiery Sun here f^rms a fcorching noon, S^S 

No baleful Metccr gleams, no chilling Moon : 
But, from a latent fource, one Toothing light, 
Whok condant rav?. repel the raill of .lijht. 
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Tho' tender, chearful, and tho' warm, ferene. 
Gives lafting beauty to the lovely fcene. 510 

No lenfual thought this paradife profanes j 
For here tried Excellence in triumph reigns. 
Benignant cares eternal joy fupply. 
And blifs angelic beams in ever) eye. 

** In yon 'three groups," the leading Spirit cried^ $15 
** My fa V 'rite Females fee, my faireft pride. 
** The f.rfl in rank is thit diilinguiiVd train, 
** Whofe ftrength of foul was tried by Hymen's chain : 
" Tho' Beauty blefl their form, and Love their guide,. 
*' Their nuptial band with happieft omens tied, 52^ 
*' Beauty and Love, they felt, may lofe the art 
*' To fix incondant Man's eccentric heart ;, 
** Yet, coafcious of their Lord's negledted vow^ 
** No Virtue frown'd outrageous on their brow,j 
** To keep returning Tendcrnefs aloof, S^S 

** By coarfe upbraiding, and defpis'd reproof: 
" With Sorrow fmother'd in Attra<5lion's fmile, 
** They ftrove the fenfe of mifery to beguile y 
** And, from wild Paflion's perilous abyfs, 
** Lure the loft wanderer back to faithful blifs. 530 
** See mild Oct a v 1 a o*er this band prefide, 
** Voluptuous Antony's negledled bride, 
^ Whofe feeling heart, with all a Mother's care^ 
*' Rear'd the young offspring of a rival Fair. 
** Far other trials rais'd yon lovely crew, 53$ 

** Tho' in connubial fcenes their merit grew : 
*' It was their chance, ere judgment was mature, 
** When glittering toys the infant mind allure, 
** Following their parents' avaricious rule, 
** Towed, with hopes of blifs, a wealthy fooL $40 
** When Time remov'd Delufion's veil by ftealth, 
** And (hew'd the drear vacuity of wealths 

f 4 ^*NRW^ 
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** Wlicn fad Experience provM the bitter fate 
** Of Beauty coupled to a ftnfeltfs Mate, 
** Thefe gentle Wives flill gloried to fubmi: ; 545 
'* Thefe, tho' invited by alluring Wit, 
** Refus'd in paths of lawlefs joy to range, 
" Nor murraur'd at the lot they could not change : 
*' But, with a lively fv»'eetnefs, unoppreft 
** By a dull Huflband's lamentable jeft, 550 

** Their conftant rays of gay good-humour fpread 
*' A guardian glory round their idiot's head. 
** The next in order are thofe lovely Forms, 
** Whofe patience weather'd all paternal ftormsj 
*' By filial cares, the mind's unfailing teft, 5 5; 5 

** Well have they earn*d thefe feats of blifsful reft: 
** They, unrepining at fevere reftraint, 
** Peevifli commands, and undeferved complaint ; 
** Bent with unwearied kindnefs to appeafe 
** Each fancied want of querulous Difeafe ; 560 

*' Gave up thofe joys which youthful hearts engage, 
" To watch the weaknefs of parental a^tf. 

'* Such are thefe gentle tribes, the happy few 
** Who fliare the triumph to their vidtcry due : 
'* Angelic aims their fpotlefs minds employ, 565; 

*' And fill their meafure of unchequer'd joy. 
*' Behold ! where fome with generous ardor wait 
** Around yon Seer, who holds the book of Fate j 
*' Thofe awful leaves with eager glance they turn, 
** Thence with celeftial zeal they fondly learn 570 
'* What dangers threaten thro' the vale of earth, 
<* Their kindred pilgrims, ere they rife to birth : 
** To earth they ftill invifibly d:fcend, 
'* In that dark fcen.' congenial minds defend, 

'< From 
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•' From Pleafure's Bud drive Spleen's corroding worm, 
** And in my votaries' h^art my power confirm. 576 

" Delights more calm yon lifteningband employ, 

** Who deeply drink of intelledual joy. 

" See them around that fpeaking Nymph rejoice, 

^* Their pleafures varying with her varied voice ! 580 

*' What graces in the fweet enthufiaft glow I 

*' Repeating here whate'er (he learns below. 

** Memory her name, her charge o'er earth to flit, 

'^ And cull the fairell flowers of human wit. 

** Whatever Genius,, in his happi-fl hour, 585 

** Has penn'd, of moral grace and comic power, 

** To warm the heart, the fpells of Spleen unbind, 

** And pour gay funlhine o'er the mifly mind ; 

** Teach men to cherifh their fraternal tie, 

*' And view kind nature with a filial eye ; . S9^ 

*^ This adive Spirit catches in her flight, . 

** Skiil'd to retain, and happy to recite. 

** Here flje delivers each bright work, and each 

** Derives new beauty from her graceful fpeech. 

" Warpt by no envy, by no love milled, 59S 

** Equal Ihe holds the living and the d.ad ; 

** Alike rehearfing, a? they cluim their turn, 

** The fong of Anstey, and the tale of Sterne. 

'* But Mcrningcalls thee hence. — Yet one fcene more, 
** My foftering love fliall lead thee to explore. 60O 

** This, thy laft fight, with careful eyes furvey, 
*• And mark th' extcnfive nature of my fway.'* 

Thus with fond zeal the guardian Spirit faid. 
And to new precincts of her palace led j 

P5 Ti»e 
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The Icene (be enter'd of her richefl (late, 60$ 

"Where on her voice the fubjedl Palllons wait : 
Here rofe a throne of living gem?, fo bright 
No breath could fully their benignant light ; 
Thi?, her immortal feat, the gracious Guide 
* Aflum'd : her Ward flood wonderijig at her (ide, 610 
bwift as they felt their ruling Power inthron'd, 
^therial Beings, who her empire own'd. 
Crowded in glittering pomp the gorgeous fcene. 
To pay their homage to their heavi;nly Queen. 

First came chafte Love,whofe fweet harmonious form 
Ne'er felt Sufpicion's foul-convulfing ftorm ; 616 

No baleful arrow in his quiver lies. 
No blinding veil enwraps his fparkling eyes ; 
There Jl the rays of varied joy unite. 
And jointly flied unfpeakable delight. 620 

"With him was Friendlliip, like a virgin dreft. 
The foft -Alheftos form'd her fimple veft, 
V/hofc wond'rous folds, in fierceft flames entire. 
Mock the vain ravage of confuming fire : 
Around this r >be, a myllic chain (he wore, 625 

Each goldw^n link a liar of diamonds bore ; 
Force could not tear the finilh'd work apart. 
Nor Int'reft loofc it by his fubtlell: art : 
But, ftrange to tell, if the preliding Power, 
Who to her Favourite gave this precious dower, 630 
If kind Soph RosYNE could fail to breathe 
Her vital virtue on this aiagic wreath. 
The parts rauft fever, faitlilcfs to their truft. 
The gold grcvr drofs, and every diamond duft. 
Thefe ^'alour followed, deck'd with verdant palm, 635 
Gracefully bold, majedically calm. 
A 'mingled troop fucceed, with feftive found, 
Wifdom with olive, V/it with feathers crown'd 5 
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Here, hand in hand they move, no longer foes. 
Their charms encreafing as their union grows ; 640 
Pure Spirits all, who hating mental ftrife. 
Exalt creation, and embellifh life ; 
-All here attend, and, in their Sovereign's praife. 
Their circling forms the fong of glory raife* 

The bleft Serena drinks, with ravifli'd ear, 645 
The melting mufic of the tuneful fphere. 
Now in its clofe the foothing echoes roll 
O'er her rapt fancy, and intrance her foul ; 
Her fenfes fink in foft Oblivion's bands. 
Till faithful Jenny at her pillovr (lands, 650 

Recalls each mental and corporeal power,. 
While (he proclaims aloud the palnnghour j 
And, in a voice expre(rive of furprize. 
Too (hrill to feem the mufic of the fkics. 
Informs the (lartled Fair *cis time to rife. 655 
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CANTO VI. 
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ILEST be the heart of fympathetic mould. 
Whatever form that gentle heart infold, 
Whofe generous fibres with fond terror (hake. 
When keen affliction threatens to overtake 
Young artlefs' Beauty, as alarm'd (be ftrays, 5 

Thro' the ftrange windings of this mortal maze f 
To fuch, Serena, be thy (lory known, 
Whofe bofom beft can make thy lot their own. 
And, kindly (haring in thy trials pad. 
Attend with fweet anxiety the laft. 10 

The hour approaches, the tremendous hour. 
In whofe dark moments deeper perils lower ; 
Still fo enwrapt in Pleafure's gay difguife. 
They lurk invifible to Caution's eyes ; 
And, unfiffpedted to the fair one, wait 15 

To cancel or confirm her blifsful fate. 

Her lively mind with bright Ideas flor'd. 
She takes her ftation at the Breakfaft-board ; 
Still herfoft foul the heavenly Vifion fills. 
And fweeter graces in her fmiles infiills ; 20 

New 
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New hopes of triumph glide thro* erery nerve, ' 

And arm her glowing heart with firm referve } 

Conlcious the final trying chance impends. 

To bear ics force her every power (he bends s 

In her quick thought ambitious to prefage 2$ 

How Spleen's dirk agents may exert their rage. 

She ponders on what perils may befall. 

And fondly deems her mind a match for all. 

Ah, lovely Nymph ! this dangerous pride forego ; 

Pride may bctra> — Security's thy foe'. 30 

While fancied Prudence thus, a foreign gueft. 
Sits doubly cherilh'd in Serena's breafl. 
Behold a billet her attention (leal. 
No coinmjn arms compoie ics ample feal ; 
Th' unfolding paper breathes a rofeate fcent, 35 

Sweet harbinger of joy, its Lind intent. 
Of courteous Filligree it bears die name,. 
Clear fymptom of the Peer's increafing flame ! 
The gracious Earl, lamenting pleafureloft. 
And Uir Serena in her wi(hes croft, 4« 

Has phnn'd, in honour of the lovely Maid, 
A fancied Ball, a private Mafquerade, 
And fupplicateSher Sire, with warm efteem. 
To fmile indulgent on the feftivefcheme. 
AH arts he ufes to infure the grant, 45 

Nor leaves unalk'd the eager maiden Aunt. 
Quick at the found Serena's glowing heart 
Throbs with gay hopes ; but foon thofe hopes depart ; 
Reflection, in her foul a faithful guard. 
The opening avenues of pleafure barr'd : 50 

She deem'd the plan of this delightful (hew. 
But the new ambu(h of her fecret foe ; 
The blifs too bright to realize, (he guefs'd. 
And chas'd th' idea from her guarded breaft. 

While 
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While thefe difcreet refolves her thought employ, 55 
Tranquil (he triumphs o'er her fmother'd joy. 
Not fo the Knight — to his parental eyes. 
In dazzling pomp delufive vifions rife : 
That Coronet the ohje6t of his vow. 
He fees fufpcnded o'er his daughter's brow ; 60 

Eager he burns to fnap the pending thread. 
And fix the glory on his Darling's head. 
Far wifer aims the ancient Maiden caught. 
No empty gew-gaw flutters in her thought f 
But while more keenly (he applauds the plan, 65 

Her hope is Iblid and fubftantial Man j 
Nor for her infant Niece, whofe baby frame 
She holds unfit for Hymen's holy flame ; 
But for ber riper felf, whofe ftrength may bear 
The heaviefi burden of connubial care. 70 

Tho' different Phantoms dance before their fight. 
Niece, Aunt, and Father, in one wifh unite. 
To join their banquet is their common choice. 
The bufinefs pafl: with no dilTenti ng voice ; 
And the v/arm Sire, in whom ambition burn'd, 75 

A note of grateful courtefy return'd : 
His billet feal'd, the glad good-humour'd Knight 
Launch'd forth, like Neftor, on his youthful might ; — 
** O could I now, in fpite of age, retain 
*' That adtive vigour, and that fprightly vein, 80 

** Which led me once the lively laugh to raife 
*' Among the mtrrier Wits of former days, 
** When rival Beauties would around me throng, 
** And gay Ridottos liften on my fong! 
** Such were I now, as on the feftive night, 85 

** When Ch li's charms amaz'd the public fight 

** When 
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•* When the kind Fair one, in a veil fo thin 

'* Thar the clear gauze was but a lighter (kin, 

'* Mafk'd lil^e a Virgin jaft prepared to die, 

" Gave her plump beauties to each greedy eye ! 90 

** On that f im'd night, (for then with frolic fire 

•• Youth filPd my heart, and Humour ftrungmylyre) 

** PleasM in the funlhine of her fmile to balk, 

** I danc'd around her in a Devil's ma(k ; 

" And iJly chaunled an infernal ode, 95 

** In praife of all this Female tempter (hew'd. 

** The jocund crowd, who throng'd with me to gaze, 

** Extoll'd my unpremeditated lays, 

** And Sport, who dill of this old revel brags, 

«* * Sty I'd h^r the firfl of Maids, and me of Wags. 100 

** Then a light Devil, now, reduc'd to limp, 

** I am but fit to play the hag-born Imp 5 

•' Still, not to crol's the frolic of this Bail, 

** Still as the Tortoif^; Caiiban I'll craw!, 

** And if with Gout my burning anlJes fiinch, 10$ 

•* I'll call it Profpero's tormenting pinch ; 

** Still in this {I:ape I'll (hew them what 1 am, 

** And Pen. (hall go as Sycorax, my dam.'* 

So fpoke the Kni.^^ht and fpoke with lb much weight, 
The lillening Females faw his word was fate^; 1 10 

For ne'er did Jove with fo refolv'd a brow 
To fmiling Love his joyous fcheme avow. 
When he concerted, for his fpecial mirth, 
A mafquerading on the ftage of earth. 
And of the Swan's foft plume, or Bull's rough hair, 115 
Ordcr'd the Fancy-drefs he chofe to wear. 

Sec Neftor's Speech in the 1 1 th Iliad. 

From 
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whence let fapient Antiquarians (hew 
ancient ufe of Mafquerades belo'^. 

NA fmird to fee ti.is jo}ous fir^ 
; new youth in her determin'd Sire ; 120 

nute Penelope with half a dgh, 

th one aufpicious and one dropping eye,'* 

1 the firm Knight, his fixt refoive iiupart, 

ling at once and torturing her heart. 

Ball (he rellfhM, but abhorr'd the talk 12$ 

ide her beauties in a Beldam's mafk : 

Ida's name would better fuit her plan, 

iplc Maiden, not afraid of Man ; 

is'd, alas ! her Brother's law to feel, 

nows that law admits not of repeal. 130 

:ing her charms will any garb enrich^ 

cigns to take the habit of a Witch. 

r did Sorcerefs in the fliades of night 

to illuminate a filthy Sprite 

fonder efforts or with worfe fucccfi, »35 

i Pen, now laboufd, in this wayward drcfs, 
ive the fprighlly (fcev/ of living truth 
le poor ghoft of her depart<^d youth, 
/"itches o'er iheir magic cauldron bend, 
Dus to fee their menial Impsafcend ! 140 

her glafs the ancient Maiden pries, 
dreams new graces in her perfon rife., 
ich delights, wliofe dear delufions pleafe,. 
mild Serena in her mirror fees i 
at whcfe toilet Beauty's latent Queea 14$ 

ids, enchanted with her filial rocin, 
a'er her Favourite's unconfcious face 
:hes her own rofeate glow and vivid grace, 
laftes her glittering garments to adjufl^. 
. all the modtft charms of fweet diftruH^ 150 

Doubting 
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Doubting that beauty, which (he doubts alone. 

Which dazzles every eye except her ow,n. 

The native diffidence which I'way'd her mind. 

Now feels new terrors with its own combin'd ; 

The robes of Ariel to the Nymph recall IJS 

Thofe diiappointments that may yet befall ; 

As her fair hands the gauze or tiffue touch. 

They fondly warn her not to hope too much. 

She feels the friendly counfel they impart. 

And Caution reigns protedor of her heart. i6o 

The fateful evening <;omes — the coach attendsi 
And firft the gouty Caliban afcends | 
Then, in Deformity's well-fuited pride. 
Sour Sycorax is (lationM by his fide j 
And laf^, with fportive fmiles, divinely fweetj 165 
Light Ariel perches on the vacant feat» 
Fancy now paints the fcene of pleafure near. 
Yet fluttering Gaiety is checkM by. Fear. 
Her wilh to view the ftftive fight runs high 1 
But the f )nd Nymph remembers, with a figh, 170 

From Hopt*s keen hand the cup of joy may flip. 
And fill untafted, tho' it reach the lip. 
As the fine Anift, whofe nice- toils afpire 
To fame eternal by encauftic fire ; 
If he, with grief, has {acn the faithlcfs heat 175 

Marr the lich labour itfliould make compleat. 
When next his hands, with trembling care, confide 
To the fierce element his pencil's pride. 
Watches unceufing the pernicious flame. 
Terror and H pe contending in his frame, 180 

While his fair work the dangerous fire fufi:aias. 
Feels it in all his fympathetic veins. 

And 
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And at each trivial found that Chance may caufe. 

Hears the Gem crack-, and fees its cruel flaws: 

With luch folicitude the panting Maid 185 

Paft the long ftreet, of every noile afraid. 

Now, while around her rival flambeaus fljre. 

And the coach rattles thro' the crowded fquare. 

She fears fome dire mifchance mud yet befall. 

Some Demon fnatch her from the proiiii'^'d BalJ ; 190 

And dreams no trial more fevere than this. 

So bright ihe figures the new fcene cf blifs : 

Yet, horrid as it feems, her heart is bent. 

To bear, e'en this, and bear it wirh content. 

Bu T, whirrd at length within the Porter's gate, 195 
S^e thinks whit perils at the Bail may wait 1 
And, as flie now alights, the fluttering Fair 
Invokes her Guardian to prote£t her there, 
Till thoughts of danger, thoughts of caution, fly 
Before the magic blaze that meets her eye. zoo 

Th' advancing Nymph, at every (lep flie takes. 
Pants with amazement, doubtful if (be wakes | 
Far as her eyes the glittering fcene command, 
*Tis all enchantment, all a Fairy land } 
No veftigts of modern pomp appear, aoj 

No modern melody falutes her ear ; 
Wirh Moorifh notes the echoing manfion rings. 
And its tranfmuted form to Fancy brings 
The rich * Alhembra of the Moorilh kings. 
The Peer, v/ho keenly thirfts for Faftiion's praife, 210 
To gild his revel with no common rays, 
Summon'd his raodifti Architect, whofe flcill 
Can all the wiflies of Caprice fulfil. 
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His grni'j? f qi:al to the wildefl ta(k. 

Gave to the houfe itfelf a Gcthick mafk. zij 

The chaplain, that no gueft might ftel negleft,. 

As a Magician of the Arab fcft, 

Wav'd a prefiding v/and throughout the Ball, 

And well provided Lr the wants of all. 

Th e Peer himftlf, his prowefs to evince, 220 

Slaines in the femblance of a Moorifh Prince j 
And round the brilliant mimic Hero wait 
AH pomp and circnmftance of Moorifh ftate : 
TLro*^all his fplendid dome no eye could find 
Aught unemlc-llilL'd, fave the Matter's mind. 22$ 

There, tho' reprefl by Courtefy's controul. 
Lurks the low mover of the little foul. 
Mean Vanity ; whofe flave can never prove 
The heart- refining flame cf genuine love. 
While her cold joys hii abjcftmind amufe, 230 

His thoughts are buHed on connubial views. 
His houfe compleat, ics decorations plac'd 
By the furehand offaG)ion.able Tafto,. 
He only wants, to crown his modifh life. 
That laft and fineft moveable— a Wife. 235 

She too muft prove, to fix his coy defire, 
buch as the eye of FaOiion will admire. 
' His Ball is but a jury, to decide 
Upon the merit of liis fancied Bride, 
If fweet Serena, on this fignal night, 240 

Shines the firfl idol of the public fight ; 
If Gallantry's fixt eyes pronounce her fair, 
By-tlie fure fign of one unceafing dare > 
And if, prophetic of her nobler doom. 
Each rival Beiiuty (hudders at her bloom j 245 

The 
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The die is caft— he weds — the point 13 clear; 

She cannot flight the vows of fuch a Peer. 

Thus argued in his mind the fc-live Earl, 

And, left he lightly chufe an awkward Girl, 

AATifely conven'd, on this important cafe, 250 

Blach fd(hionabIe j*-dge of Female grace. 

Here Beaux Efprits in various figures lurk. 

Of Jew and Gentile, Bramin, Tartar, Turk; 

But of the manly Ma(ks, a youthful Bard 

Seem'd mod to challenge Beaity's foft regard : 25 j 

Adorii'd with native elegance, he wore. 

In fimpleft form, the mindrel drefs of yore : 

They call him Edwin, v/ho around him throng, 

Edwin, immortalized in Beatti e's fong; 

And, footh to fay, witliin a comely frame, 260 

He bore a heart that anfwer'd to the nam?; 

For this neat habit deck'd a generous Youth, 

Of ger.tleft manners, and fmccrell: truth. 

Tho' on h's birth propitious fortune fmii'd. 

No proud parental folly fpoiTd the Cliikl ; 265 

And Genius, more bencticently kind. 

Bled with fuperior wealth his manly mind. 

Of years he barely counted twc.ity-onc j 

But, like a brilliiint morn, his opening life begun. 

Faiu would the Mufe on tiiis hc-r votary d-.vell, 270 

And fully paint the \'outh Ihc loves fo well ; 

His figurcj's charms, the mu!ic cfhii tongue. 

What Nymphs nii lays allur'd, wirat lays he fung: 

But higher cares her rambling fjng controul ; 

Se R t" N a's perils fummon all her ibiil ; ^75 

For Spleen, ambitious to excrt her forcj, 

Confcious this trial is her lall: rofource, 

Moft keenly bent on her pernicious tai\, 

Has fhifted round the Ball from mail; to ir^alk, 

I Witching 
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Watching the moment, with infernal care, aSo") 

To form with deepeft art ber final fnare, j- 

And manacle the mind of the unguarded Fair. J 

It comes, the moment that muft fix her lot. 
By her, ah thoughtlefs Maid ! by her forgot j 
Tho' the light Hours, e'en in their frolic ring, 285 

Trembling perceive the fearful chance they bring, 
And, (hudd^ring at the Nymph's terrific ftate. 
Seem anxious to fufpend her doubtful fate. 
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Now focial Eafe the place of Sport fupplied. 
The hot opprefllve ma(k was thrown afide, 290' 

And Beauty (hone reveal'd in all her blufliing pridi 
Superior dill in features as in form. 
With admiration flufh'd, with pleafure warm. 
The gay Serena every eye allur'd ; 
The hearts her figure won her face fecur'd : 295 

A tender fweetnefs ftill the Nymph maintain'd. 
And Modefty o'er all her graces reign'd. 
Well might her foul to brilliant hopes incline, 
A thoufar.d Youths had call'd her charms divine; 
A thoufand friends had whifper'd in her ear, 30® 

That fite had mark'd her for the feftive peer. 
Her 3 outhful fancy, tho' by pomp amua'd, 
Wiflrd not tliofe offers, which her heart refused : 
That render heart, -by no vain pride poffed. 
With indtcifive trembling (hook her brea(^, 305 

Like a young bird, that, fluttering in the air, 
Wifhes to build her neil, yet knows not where. 

The bufy Earl, his puny love toraife. 
Hunted the circling whifper of her pruife j 

Heard 
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Heard Envy own her lovely charms, tho' loth, 31^ 
Heard Tafte atteft them with a modilh oath ; 
And, nuptial projects thickening in his mind. 
Now his fair partner in the dance rtjj.in'd. 
As now the fprightly mufic paus'd, my Lord 
Ea^er refolv'd to touch the fofier chor J ; 315 

Secure of all repulfe, he v. inly meant 
Half to difplay, half hide his fond intent. 
And, in dilfembled Paillon's flowtry tropes. 
To fport at leifure with the Virgin's hopes : 
For this he framM a motley fpeech, replete 320 

With amorous compliment and vain conceit. 
The labour'd nothing with complacent pride 
He fpolce ; but to his Ipeech no Nymph replied : 
For in the moment, the loft Fair devotei 
Her willing car to more attractive notes. 325 

The Minftrel happenM near the Nymph to walk. 
Rapt v^ith a hofom-friend in lecret talk. 
And, at the inftant when the Earl began 
Half to unfold his marrimonial plan, 
Edwin, in wh'lpers, from the crowd rctir'd, 330 

ChancM to repeat tie Sonnet Ihe infpir'd : 
The founds, tho' faint, htr r^colledion caught. 
Drew her quick eye, and tixt her wondering thought. 
Loft in this fweet furprize, ftie could not hear 
A fingle accent cf the amorous Peer. 3 ^r 

Spleen faw the moment ihat ft>e foi-g'it to gain. 
And perch'd triumphant on the Noble's lirain. 
With jealous Env) ftung, and baffled Pride, 
** Contemptuous Girl !" with fudden ra^e he cried, 
** If here to happier Youths thy \iews incline, 340 
** I want not fairer Nymphs v/ho challenge mine. 
** Thy breafr in vain with penitence may burn 5 
" But once neglected, I no more return." 

Th: s 
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Thus Kmdiy fpeaking, wit'i diftemper'd Iieat> 
Rudely he tarnM, with rancorous fcorn replete. 345 
Serena, ftartled at th' injurious found, 
SjrveyM th' infalting Peer, who fternly frown'd ; 
Shame and rcfentment thro' her bcfom rufli, 
SacH every vei:i, and raife the burning Wufli. 
Love, new-born Love, but in its birth conceal'd, 3$^ 
Nor to the Nymph herfelf as yet reveal'd. 
And juft Difdain, and Anger's honed flame, 
>Vith complicated power convulfe her frame: 
( Contending paflions every thought confound. 
And in tumultuous doubt her foul is drownM. 355 

Now treacherous Pride, who tempts her tongue to trip> 
Forms to a keen reply her quivering lip : 
Infidious Spleen now hovers o'er the Fair, 
Deems her half lock'd within het hateful fnare^ 
In her new flave preparing to rejoice 360 

To taint her fpirit, and untune her voice. 
Haplefs Sp R E N A f what can fave thee now ? 
The Fiend's dark fignet (lamps thy clouded brow. 
In thy fwoln eel fee the darting drop 5 
This fjtal (bower, setherial Guardian ! ftop : 365 

J-lafce to thy votary, hade, her foul fuftain, 
JNor let the trials ihe hus paft be va'n. 
Ah me ! while yet 1 (peak, with ILudJering dread 
J hear the magic Girdk-'s burftirig thread. 
This horrid omen, ye kind Powers ! avert : 1J70 

Nor thou, bright Zone ! thy brighter Charge defert. 
All, fruitlefs prayer ! her panting bread behold ! 
See ! the gauze Ihakes in many a ruffled fold ! 
Forc'd from their fiation by her heaving heart. 
From the ftrain'd Girdle thrice three fpangles ftart : 37 j 
Thro' her diforder'd drel's a pafs they've found. 
And fallen, fee, they glitter on the ground I 

O bleffed 
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O blefled chance ! with life- recalling light 

The glittering monitors attra£t her fight! 

Like ftars emerging from the darken'd pole, 380 

They fparkle hkty to her harrafs'd foul. 

See from her brow the clouds of trouble fly. 

Vexation's tear is vanilh'd froHj her eye ! 

Her rofy cheeks with Jo^'s foft radiance burn. 

Like Nature fmiling at the Sun's return j 385 

The Nymph, no more with mental darknefs blind. 

Shines the fweet Ruler of her refcued mind. 

Hence, hateful Spleen f thy fancied prize refign. 

Renounce for ever what (hall ne'er be thine ; 

For, confcious of her airy Guardian's aid, 390 

She feels new fpirit thro' her heart convey'd. 

And, inly blefling this victorious hour. 

Her foul exults in its recover'd power. 

In fuch mild terms (he hails th' infulting Peer, 

As Spleen, if mortal, mufl expire to hear ; 39$ 

But, driven for ever from the lovely Girl, 

The foul Fiend riots in the captive' Earl. 

He anfwers not ; but, with a fullen air. 

On happier Edwin, who approach'd the Fair, 

Darts fuch a glance of rage and Chylous hate, 400 

As Satan caft on Eden^s bli(sful.(late. 

When on our Parents firft he fix t his figK^ . 

And undelighted gaz'd on all delight : 

So doom'd to look, and doom'J fuch pangs to feel', 

Scornfut he turn'd on his elaftic heel. 4^S 






O lovely Mildnefs ! oh angelic Maid! 

Deferving homage, tho' to fcom betray'd ;. 
<* Rife dill, fweet Spirit, rife thefe wrongs above, 
** Turn from injurious Pride to faithful Love j 

Vol. I. CL " Tho'^ 
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** Tho' on my brow no Coronet may (hine, 

'^ Wealth I can offer at thy beauty's (brine, 

*' And, worthier thee, a heart that wor(hip's thine/ 

Thus, with new-kindled Love's afpiring flame. 

Spoke the fond Youth conceal'dby Edwin's name. 

The gallant Falkland, ricK ininbora worth, 41 J 

By Fortune bleft, and npt of abjeft birth. 

Warmly he fpoke, with that indignant heat 

With which the generous heart ne'er fails to bea^ 

When Worth infulted wakens virtuous ire. 

And injur'd B&uty fets the foul on fire. 420 

Quick to his voice the ftartled Virgin turn'd 

With wonder, hope, and joy, her bo(om bum'd ; 

With fweet confufion, flurried and amaz'd. 

On his attractive form flie wildly gaz'dy 

Full on her thought the friendly vifions iruflb'd ; 425 

Blufliing flie viewM him, view'd him (till and blufh'd ^ 

And, foft Affeftion quickening at the (ight. 

Perchance had fwoon'd with fullnefs of delight. 

But that her Father's voice, with quick controul, 

Recall'd the fundtioas of her fainting foul. 430 

When on the diftant fear, where, fondly fixt. 

He view'd the Nymph as in the dance fiie muct,} 

He indiftindUy heard, with wounded ear. 

The fpleenful outrage of the angry Peer. 

Swift at th' imperfedl found, with choler wild, 43J 

He fprung to^Uccour his infulted Child ; 

But ere his fury into language broke. 

Love calm'd the (lorm that Arrogance awoke. 

The fudden burft of Falkland's tender flame. 

His winning inanners, his diftinguiQi'd name^ 440 

His liberal foul, by Fortune's (mile careft. 

All joiii'd to harmomzc the Father's breaft. 

His 
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Hb iery thoughts fubfide in glad farprize^ 

And to the generous Youth he warmly cries : 

^* Ingenuous FALKLAND I by thy franknefs won, 44$ 

^* My willing heart would own thee as my Son ; 

** But on thy hopes Serena mud decide: — 

** JHbfte me together from this houfe of Pride.*' 

So fpoke the Sire j for, to her Votary kind, 
SopHROSYNE infpirM his fofcen'd mind. 45 o 

Speaking, he fmilM, to fee that on his word 
The Lover bung, and bleft the founds Ub heaf d 1 
That his embarrafsM Child hts feotence caught i 
With each tumultuous (ign of tender thought; 
Whofe blufhes, fpringing from the heart, declare 455 
The dawn of fondnefs in the modeft Fair. 
Th* enchanted Youth with ecftacy convey*d 
Forth from the troubled Feaft the trembling Maid. 

As the keen Sailor, whom his daring foul 
Has drawn, too ventVous, near the freezing pole j 460 
Who, having flighted Caution's tame advice. 
Seems wedg'd within impervious worlds of ice; 
If, from each chilling form of peril free. 
At length he reach the unincumber'd fea. 
With joy fuperior to his tranfient pain, 465 

Ruflies, exulting, o'er th' expanfive main : 
Such (Irong delight Serena's bofom Ihar'd, 
When fweet Refle€tior to her heart declar'd. 
That all the trials of her Fate were paft. 
And Lovers decifive plaudit ieal'd the laft. 47a 

Her airy Guard prepares the fofteft down. 
From Peace's wing, to line the nuptial crown : 
Her fmiles accelerate the brtdal morn, ^' 

And clear her Votary's path froiaftvery thorn* ''*^^ 
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On the quick match the Prude's keen cenfures fall, 47 J 
Biiikl to the heavenly Power who guided all ; 
But mild Serena fcornM the prudilh play. 
To wound warm Love with frivolous delay 5 
Nature's chafte child, not Affectation's flave, 
•The heart (be meant to give, (he frankly giave. 4?0 
Thro' her glad Sire no gouty humours run. 
Jocund he glories in his deftin'd Son. ' '^. ' 

Penelope herfelf, no longer feen - '. ^ 

In the four femblance of tormenting Spleen, 
Buys for her Niece the robes of nuptial (tate, . 48$ 
Nor fcolds the Mercer once thro' all the long debate. 
For quick difpatch, the honeft Man of law. 
Toils half the night the legal ties to draw ; 
At length th' enraptured Youth all forms compleat. 
Bears Lis fweet Bride to his paternal feat ; 490 

On a fair lawn the chearful manfion flood. 
And high behind it rofe a circling wood. 
As the bleft Lord of this extenfive reign 
Led his dear partner thro' hey new domain. 
With fond furprize, Serena foon defcried 495 

A temple rais'd to her setherial Guide. 
Its ornaments (he view'd with tender awe. 
Their fafliion fuch as Ihe in vilion faw ; 
For the kind Youth, her grateful fmile to gain. 
Had, from her clear defcription deck'd the fane. 500 
Jo}^ful he cried, to his angelic Wife, 
** Be this kind Power the worihip of our life !" 
He fpoke ; and led her to the inmoft (brine ; 
Here, linkM in rofy bands > two Votaries (bine 1 
The pencil had imparted life to each, 50 j 

V/ith energy that feem'd beyond its reach. 
Firft flood Connubial Love, a manly Youth, 
Wiiofe bright eye f^joke tK<i a^deut vows of truth ; 
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FriencKhip, fweet fmiling, fill'd the fecond place. 

In all the fofter charms of Virgin grace, 510 

Their meeting arms a myftic tablet raife, 

Deck'd with thefe'^lines, the moral of my Lays : — 

** Virtue's an ingot of Peruvian gold, 

** ScNSE the bright ore, Potofi's mines unfold; 

** But Te MPE r's image muft their ufe create, * 515 

*' And give thefe precious metals fterling weight,'* 
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